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Baptism is probably the least talked about sacrament, yet it is the
one sacrament that people hold themselves most accountable
for. People will miss mass regularly, skip confession for decades,
be too preoccupied to call a priest for confession, or even marry
outside of the church for various reasons, but almost all
Catholics, especially Chaldeans, make sure their children and
grandchildren are baptized.
The grace of baptism gives us the key to all the other
sacraments and sanctifying grace, the grace need for our eternal
salvation. Preaching to the baptized is easier than preaching to
non baptized, that grace has the power to melt hearts!
Even for the faithful who are deeply dedicated to Jesus and are disciples of
Jesus, the gift of baptism is often over looked. Think about it, as you read this article,
you probably crossed yourself with holy water, maybe even a couple times today! Did
you realize you’re calling to mind your gift of baptism?! You’re reminding yourself
that you were washed with the blood of Jesus on the waters of baptism. That your
parents gave you physical life, then presented you to God, giving you the grace for
eternal life!
On this great feast of Epiphany, I challenge you all to bless yourself with holy
water, pray the creed of faith, and reject Satan. Remind yourself that this simple
sacrament has given you the key to eternal life. Keep it safe and nurture that grace!
The Renewal of the Baptismal Promises
I, N. N., who through the tender mercy of the Eternal Father was privileged to be baptized "in
the name of the Lord Jesus" [Acts 19, 5] and thus to share in the dignity of his Divine Sonship,
wish now in the presence of this same loving Father and of his only-begotten Son to renew in all
sincerity the promises I solemnly made at the time of my holy Baptism.
I, therefore, now do once again renounce Satan; I renounce all his works; I renounce all his
allurements.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord, Who was born into this world and Who suffered and died for my sins and
rose again. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting.
Having been buried with Christ unto death and raised up with Him unto a new life, I promise to
live no longer for myself or for that world which is the enemy of God but for Him who died for
me and rose again, serving God, my heavenly Father, faithfully and unto death in the
holy Catholic Church.
Taught by our Savior's command and formed by the word of God, I now dare to say:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. Amen.
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THE GOOD NEWS
موعظة عيد الدنح :عماد المسيح أساس عمادنا
البطريرك لويس روفائيل ساكو
اللون األبيض لحلة االحتفال بقداس عيد الدنح (قرار سينودس  /8-5تشرين األول )7102

عيد الدنح -دنحا ،او العماد في بعض الكنائس أو الغطاس او Epiphanyهو احتفال بذكرى ظهور يسوع رسميّا مسيحا ً وابنا ً هلل وبدء رسالته العلنية.
كلمة الدّنح تعني اإلشراق ،وتعبّر عن المعنى الالهوتي الحقيقي لعماده في نهر األردن على يد يوحنا المعمدان .معموديته تعبير رسمي عن نيله المسحة ناسوتيا ً بالماء
وبحلول الروح القدس عليه .وشهادة هللا اآلب له" :هذا هو أبني الحبيب الذي به سررت" (متى  ،)71/3وحلول الروح القدس عليه بشكل حمامة إعالن للثالوث األقدس.
يسوع ابن هللا الن هللا وضع فيه حبّه وكان حبّ هللا هو أساس حياة يسوع وكرازته وسلطته.
في القرون الثالثة األولى كان المسيحيون الشرقيون يحتفلون بعيدي الميالد والدنح معاً ،ثم احتفلوا بهما في موعدين منفصلين .حاليا يحتفل به معظم الكنائس في السادس
من كانون الثاني من كل عام .وعندنا نحن الكلدان يعد عيدا ً عظيما ً – مارانيا.
معمودية يسوع أساس معموديتنا التي فيها نولد أبناء هلل من خالل الماء والروح القدس .وكما حل أبن هللا الكلمة في الماء والروح مسيحا وربّا ً  ،kyriosهكذا كل مؤمن
يحل في الماء وينال الروح القدس يغدو ابنا ً هلل بالتبني .وكأبناء يصير لنا ميراث في ملكوته .هكذا تستمر أيقونة المعمودية الى األبد .ننزل مع المسيح في الماء ونقوم معه
سيُح َيونَ َجمي ًعا في المسيح .و ِإذا كانَ األَمواتُ ال َيقومونَ البتَّة ،فلِماذا َيعتَمِ دونَ "؟ ( /قورنثية  ،)73 ،22 1/1أو
للحياة الجديدة" :وكما َيموتُ َجمي ُع النَّ ِ
اس في آدم فكذلك َ
كما جاء في الرسالة األولى ليوحنا" ك ّل الذين ينقادون بروح هللا ،هم أبناء هللا (/يوحنا .)713
المعمودية بالماء هي التعبير االعتيادي عن اإليمان وعن سر االندماج التدريجي في المسيح من خالل مسيرة "التلمذة" التي تشمل الحياة بأكملها حتى يستمر حضوره فينا
ومن خاللنا" :فإِنَّكم َجمي ًعا ،وقَ ِد اعت َ َمدتُم في المسيح ،قد لَ ِبست ُ ُم المسيح" (غالطية .)71/3
المعمودية مشروع يسعى المسيحي من خالله للنمو بمسيحيَّته في تفاصيل حياته اليومية .المسيحي المؤمن يتخلى عن إنسانه القديم ،أي عن عقليته وعاداته التي ال تتماشى
مع اإلنجيل ،ليتحلى بتعليم المسيح لكي يتجلى المسيح فيه .هذه المسيرة تجعلنا "مشابهين لصورة االبن الوحيد" (رومية .)/1 18
المسيح اعتمد حتى نعتمد نحن فيه لحياة جديدة .وهذا هو الهدف .وهو االبن البكر الذي يوحّد بشخصه جميع أبناء هللا وبناته في عائلة واحدة (الكنيسة) .هذه الحقيقة سل ّمها
إلينا المسيح وهي أمانة في أعناقنا لنعيشها وننقلها الى األخرين.
ليكن هذا العيد فرصة لتجديدنا بالروح والحق (يوحنا  .)42/4ونحن في أجواء عيد جيشنا الباسل واالنتصارات الباهرة على تنظيم داعش اإلرهابي لنجعل منه َمعبَرا ً لبناء
الجسور والثقة بيننا والسالم في بلدنا ليعيش مواطنونا بكرامة وفرح.

ي ،نلﺖُ نعمةَ أن أكون معمّداً بإسم الرْب يسوع ،وصرت من عداد أبناﺀ الله بالتّبنيّ ،أقﻒ بحضرة الله اآلب ،وبواسطة إبنه الوحيد سيّدي
أنا الّذي بحنان الله األزل ّ
ومخلّصي يسوع المسيح ،وبنعمة الرّوح القدس ،راغباً من صميم القلب بتجديد الوعود التي قطعتها لحظة نلﺖ المعموديّة.
لذلك ،أجدّد رفضي للشيطان ،ولكلّ تعاليمه ،ولكلّ تجاربه.
وأﺅمن بالله ،اآلب الضابﻂ الكلّ ،خالﻖ السماﺀ واألرﺽ.
أﺅمن بيسوع المسيح ،إبنه الوحيد ربّنا ،الذّي وُلد من مريم ،وتألّم ومات بسبب خطاياي وقام ليقيمني معه.
أﺅمن بالرّوح القدس ،وبالكنيسة الجامعة المقدّسة الرسوليّة ،وبشركة القدّيسين ،وبمغفرة الخطايا ،وبقيامة األجساد وبالحياة األبديّة.
وألنّي قد مﺖّ مع المسيح وقمﺖ معه لحياة جديدة ،أعِد أن ال أحيا في ما بعد من أجل ذاتي ومن أجل هذا العالم ،بعداوة مع الله ،بل أن أحيا من أجل الله وحده ﻃيلة حياتي،
وأن أموت وفيّاً لتعليم أمّي الكنيسة المقدّسة.
أعد هذا ،ال باإلتّكال على قدرتي الشخصيّة بل على نعمة الله التي تقوّيني ،وعلى صلوات أميّ العذراﺀ الطاهرة مريم ،ومالكي الحارس ،وجميع مالئكة الله وقدّيسيه.
آمين.
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday


5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES
First and third Wednesday of every even month from
7:30 - 9:30 pm.



Adoration
English Mass

Confession

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from
8:00 - 10:00 pm.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$7,000

Sunday Collection (December 31st):

$5,962

Over/(Under):

($1,038)

Christmas Goal:

$25,000

Christmas First Collection (December 24 & 25)
Six Masses Total:

$17,402

Over/(Under):

($7,598)

Christmas Second Collection Goal:

$20,000

Second Collection (December 24 & 25)
Distributed To: 60% Christian Iraqi Needy 20% Priests Retirement - 20% Seminarians
YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Six Masses Total:

$21,101

Over/Under:

$1,101

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART ONE
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
SECTION TWO
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH
CHAPTER THREE
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
ARTICLE 9
"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC
CHURCH"
Paragraph 4. CHRIST'S FAITHFUL HIERARCHY, LAITY, CONSECRATED
LIFE

I. THE HIERARCHICAL
CONSTITUTION OF THE
CHURCH
Why the ecclesial ministry?
874Christ is himself the
source of ministry in the
Church. He instituted the
Church. He gave her
authority and mission,
orientation and goal: In order
to shepherd the People of
God and to increase its
numbers without cease,
Christ the Lord set up in his Church a variety of offices
which aim at the good of the whole body. the holders of
office, who are invested with a sacred power, are, in fact,
dedicated to promoting the interests of their brethren, so
that all who belong to the People of God . . . may attain to
salvation.389

871"The Christian faithful are those who, inasmuch as
they have been incorporated in Christ through Baptism,
have been constituted as the people of God; for this
reason, since they have become sharers in Christ's priestly,
prophetic, and royal office in their own manner, they are
called to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to
the Church to fulfill in the world, in accord with the
condition proper to each one."385

875 "How are they to believe in him of whom they have
never heard? and how are they to hear without a preacher?
and how can men preach unless they are sent?"390 No one no individual and no community - can proclaim the Gospel
to himself: "Faith comes from what is heard."391 No one
can give himself the mandate and the mission to proclaim
the Gospel. the one sent by the Lord does not speak and
act on his own authority, but by virtue of Christ's authority;
872"In virtue of their rebirth in Christ there exists among not as a member of the community, but speaking to it in
the name of Christ. No one can bestow grace on himself; it
all the Christian faithful a true equality with regard to
must be given and offered. This fact presupposes ministers
dignity and the activity whereby all cooperate in the
building up of the Body of Christ in accord with each one's of grace, authorized and empowered by Christ. From him,
they receive the mission and faculty ("the sacred power") to
own condition and function."386
act in persona Christi Capitis. the ministry in which Christ's
emissaries do and give by God's grace what they cannot do
873The very differences which the Lord has willed to put
and give by their own powers, is called a "sacrament" by
between the members of his body serve its unity and
the Church's tradition. Indeed, the ministry of the Church
mission. For "in the Church there is diversity of ministry
is conferred by a special sacrament.
but unity of mission. To the apostles and their successors
Christ has entrusted the office of teaching, sanctifying and
876Intrinsically linked to the sacramental nature of
governing in his name and by his power. But the laity are
ecclesial
ministry is its character as service. Entirely
made to share in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly office
dependent on Christ who gives mission and authority,
of Christ; they have therefore, in the Church and in the
ministers are truly "slaves of Christ,"392 in the image of him
world, their own assignment in the mission of the whole
who freely took "the form of a slave" for us.393 Because the
People of God."387 Finally, "from both groups [hierarchy
and laity] there exist Christian faithful who are consecrated word and grace of which they are ministers are not their
own, but are given to them by Christ for the sake of others,
to God in their own special manner and serve the salvific
they must freely become the slaves of all.394
mission of the Church through the profession of the
evangelical counsels."388
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THE GOOD NEWS
Parents must be involved in child's education, Pope Francis says
On Friday Pope Francis said education is a family matter, and rather
than contradicting one another, parents and teachers must collaborate openly
and constructively to form children in core values which enable them to face
modern challenges. Speaking of the relationship between education and the family, the Pope said “everyone knows that this relationship has been in crisis for
some time, and in certain cases is completely broken.” At one point there was a
mutual reinforcement between the instructions given by teachers and those
given by the parents, however, “today the situation has changed.” “But we cannot be nostalgic for the past,” Pope Francis said. Rather, we must make careful
note of the changes that have affected both the family and schools, and renew
our commitment “for a constructive collaboration for the good of children and
young people.” If this synergy no longer occurs in a “natural way,” he said it must be promoted with a planning approach, and if
necessary with the contribution of experts in the educational field.
To do this, he stressed the need for “a new 'complicity' between teachers and parents. Above all to renounce thinking like opposing
fronts, blaming each other.” On the contrary, parents and teachers must put themselves in the shoes of the other, “understanding the
objective difficulties that one and the other encounter today in education, thus creating greater solidarity.”
Pope Francis spoke to members of the Italian Association of Catholic Teachers at the conclusion of their national congress, which
took place Jan. 3-5 in Rome. He has stressed the importance of the relationship between parents and their children's teachers before,
using examples from his own past experience to drive the point home. In his speech Friday, Francis also touched on the importance
of building a culture of encounter from a young age and spoke of the need for a more solid education in ecology. He encouraged
those present to strive to build a culture of encounter in “an even more extensive and incisive way” than has been done in the past.
This “cultural challenge” is the basis for primary education, when children are still young, he said, explaining that Christian teachers,
whether they are in Catholic or state-run schools, “are called to stimulate in the students an openness to the other as a face, as a person, as a brother and sister to know and respect with their story, with their merits and defects, their richness and limits.” Francis said
this also means forming youth who are open to an interested in the reality around them, who are capable of tenderness and free from
the “widespread prejudice” which insists that to be worth something, “you must be competitive, aggressive, harsh toward others, especially toward those who are different, a stranger or whoever in any way is seen as an obstacle to their own affirmation.”
Unfortunately, this is “the air” that children often breathe, he said, adding that the remedy is to make it so that they can breathe “a
different air which is healthier, more human.” To accomplish this, the relationship between teachers and parents “is very important,”
he said. Pope Francis also pointed to what he sees as the need for a greater ecological education, which he said doesn't consist of just
a few notions that are taught in the classroom, but instead means educating students in a lifestyle based on care for creation and the
common home. He stressed the need for “a lifestyle that is not schizophrenic,” such as that lived by those who care about animals
going extinct but ignore the problems faced by the elderly, or those who defend the Amazon forest but neglect workers' right to a
just salary.
“The ecology in which to educate must be integral,” he said, adding that all education “must point to the sense of responsibility: not
to transmit slogans that others should implement, but to rouse the taste of experiencing an ecological ethic starting from everyday
choices and actions.”
Francis also touched on the importance of making and being part of associations, saying they are a value that shouldn't be underestimated, but must rather be continually cultivated. “I urge you to renew your will to be and make associations in the memory of the
inspiring principles, in reading the signs of the times and with a gaze open to the social and cultural horizon,” he said, and told participants not to be afraid of the challenges and even conflicts that can often arise in lay associations. Rather than being hidden, these
differences must be confronted “with an evangelic style in search of the true good of the association,” he said, explaining that to be
an association “is a value and a responsibility, which right now is entrusted to you.”
Pope Francis closed his speech thanking the participants for their presence and their work, and asked for their prayers.
By Elise Harris (Catholic news agency)
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“Honor the LORD with your

wealth, with first fruits of all
your produce” Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
www.ourladyofchaldeans.com
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