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           January 14th, 2018 

PARISH DIRECTORY  
 
Bishop Francis Kalabat 
Bishop of the Diocese  
of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit  

Fr. Pierre Konja  
Administrator  

Fr. Patrick Setto 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Emanuel Rayes  
Retired in residence 

Linda Arabo  
Office Administrator 

Nancy Beba  
Pastoral Associate  
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Tel: 248-356-0565  Fax: 248-356-5235  

E-mail: 

Ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com 

Stay in touch with your parish on 
FACEBOOK  

Mother of  God Chaldean Catholic Church 
 
 
 

        

ONLINE GIVING 

Mother of God Parish offers online giving                                                                                                                
a web based electronic contribution  
application that is safe and secure. you can 
manage contributions online or continue 
having your offering envelopes mailed to 
you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
our website at   

  
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 | 

FATHER PIERRE’S MESSAGE TO THE PARISH 
 
It’s with a bittersweet heart that I write this article to my beloved home parish and the 
people God has trusted me to serve.  
 
At the end of April I will be leaving Mother of God church and I will begin a year 
long assignment in Iraq.  Let that soak in.   
 
Now, let me explain. When I first joined Seminary I knew that I would have to learn 
Chaldean, and maybe even Arabic, in order to serve the Chaldean Church. I even  
discerned becoming a Roman Catholic priest because the daunting task of learning 
these languages gave me such deep anxiety. God, however, made it clear to me that he 
called me to be a Chaldean Catholic and he was calling me to be a Chaldean Catholic 
priest.  
 
Throughout my six years of Seminary and my almost seven years of priesthood I’ve 
worked at my Chaldean studies. I can celebrate mass and carry a very simple and   
broken conversation, but my time doesn’t allow me to really become fluent in the  
language. Being in Iraq, immersed in the language and culture will (hopefully) change 
that.  
 
Also, I don’t now any Arabic and my lack of languages has hindered my ability to 
serve the many people of God whose preferred language is Arabic.  
 
So, for the past few years I’ve been asking the bishop to send me to Iraq where I can 
study Chaldean and Arabic in a more immersed way, enrich myself with the culture of 
my forefathers, assist where I can in teaching English, build bridges with the Church 
in Iraq and the Church in Detroit, and be open to the graces the God has in store. 
With approval of Bishop Francis and Patriarch Sako, I’ll depart in early May and    
return in June of 2019.  
 
This is my choice and I make it freely and with a very peaceful heart.  
In the past couple years many places in Iraq have become more stable and I have 
great confidence in my safety because I’ll be going with an official assignment letter 
and be welcomed by the bishops with official letters.  
 
My replacement will be announced in March and will begin in August.  
I have great faith in this parish. It’s my home, it’s where I received the sacraments, 
where I fell in love with Jesus, and where I discerned my call to serve his Church. 
Now it’s time for me to better myself, serve elsewhere, and entrust my home to     
another priest.  
 
Please keep me in your prayers. You will perpetually be in mine.  
 
Everything for the greater glory of God. 

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS 

 هللا، الرفيق الطيب: موعظة االحد الثاني من الدنح

 األب روبرت سعيد جرجيس

 القراءات
لهم   تروي خبر رحيل بني إسرائيل الى برية سيناء ومرافقة الرب( 53-92: 01)من سفر العدد : األولى

 .من خالل تابوت العهد والسحابة

 .تعلن ان المسيح هو وحده الكاهن األعظم( 7-0: 5)من الرسالة إلى العبرانيين : والثانية

 .تعلن ان المسيح هو كلمة هللا وبشراه الخالصية لجميع الناس( 01-0: 0)من إنجيل يوحنا : والثالثة

: 9خر )عن رحلة يقوم بها شعب هللا، وفيها يطلب موسى من حوباب القيني : تُخبرنا قراءة سفر العدد

ان يرافقهم، واهباً اياه من الطيب الذي سيهبه اياهم الرب، الذي هو الرفيق الطيب الذي يرافقهم وال ( 07

: وفي انجيل يوحنا يُقدم لنا الكاتب الُمقدس ما نُطلق عليه. يتركهم ويباركهم في مسيرتهم ويُحسن اليهم

، وهو النشيد الذي يُعطي صورة عن هذا التنازل االلهي من اجل مقاسمة ومرافقة االبناء "نشيد الكلمة"

ان الكلمة صار : "، فيقول"صار: "في تفاصيل الحياة اليومية، ُمستخدماً فعالً يونانياً مهماً وهو فعل

 (.01: 0يو " )جسداً 

، نجدنا امام مسيرة ألله، شبيهة بالمسيرة الطويلة الطيبة لألب واالم مع االبناء، وحتى ففي كلتا القراءتين

وامام هذه الصورة الرائعة للرفقة الطيبة، نجد . للصديق الطيب الذي ال يترك صديقه الواقف امام رحلة قرار قد يملئها المفاجأة وتُخفي العديد من التحديات

 :ان الرفقة تتحقق من خالل

 بالتجسد الفعلي لهذه الرفقة، اي الحضور الجسدي: اوالا 

ا  اً فيها، فتكون دمفي الكثير من العطاءات الطيبة التي يهبها الرفيق لرفيقه في مسيرة الصحراء، وهذا ما يُخفف ثُقل الرحلة التي تدعونا الحياة للمسير قُ : وثانيا

من اجل ذا حماية وامانة الرفيق الُمحب والذي يعمل المستحيل، ضرورية واساسية في المسيرة، والتي قد تكون احياناً على حساب كيانه الشخصي، وكل ه

تبقى المساواة بين الرفيقين صعبة، الن الرفيق هو صاحب النعم، والُمضحي والُمعطي الدائم )أن يحيا الصديق بالفرح والسعادة والسالم واالستقرار 

 (.والُمرافَق هو المتنعم دوما من كرم الرفيق

، اما في "موسى: "، وهذا الوسيط في القراءة االولى هو(هللا والبشرية)باإلضافة إلى ما تم، هناك شخص ثالث يعمل على اتمام الرابطة بين هذين الرفيقين 

لذا فالقراءات، ال تتركنا امام واقع االخذ فقط، وانما واقع ". الكلمة: "، وهو(مقارنة متفوقة)القراءة االخيرة، فهو موسى الجديد، ولكنه االعظم من موسى 

ها لي يهبالوساطة في ايصال النعم السماوية لآلخرين، الن دعوتي في الحياة في لحظات ما تجعلنا في مكان موسى كيما اقول لآلخر ان الطيبة التي س

رة التي تتضمنها قصيالرفيق، سأعطيك اياها ايضاً، فتتحقق بوساطتي، االرادة االلهية فيما بين االبناء والسائرين في رحلة الحياة العظيمة، وفي الرحالت ال

 .رحلتنا في هذا العالم

، والتي ترتكز عليها القراءتين االولى والثالثة، فهي تُقدم لنا مميزات هذا الوسيط االعظم، ربنا يسوع (7-0: 5)الرسالة إلى العبرانين : اما القراءة الثانية

رحوم من حيث تعامله مع االلم البشري، وولوجه في خضم المسيرة البشرية بكل تفاصيلها، ومؤتمن من حيث ان اليه . رحوم ومؤتمن: المسيح، فتقول انه

، واالبن الذي يتطلع إلى هذه الرفقة ولكنه ال يَعي دوما اهميتها، فالمسيح هو الوسيط المسؤول عن (الرفيق في المسار)أنيطت جوهرة العالقة بين هللا اآلب 

 .توطيد هذه العالقة، فهو ممثل الرفيق اللطيف فيما بيننا وناقل لنعمه وبركاته، وهو المثال السامي لكل وسيط بكل ما يمتاز به من صفات

ني تنتقل وم فهل تعلمت ان اكون سلبيا ومنتفعاً فقط من السماء من غير ان تمر من خاللي نعم السماء، وسيطاً على مثال الوسيط السامي، يسوع المسيح،

خرين ألقاسمهم االطيبة الرفيق االعظم إلى االخرين؟ وفي الوقت الذي اكون به وسيطاً لهذا الرفيق اللطيف، هل اعي انه يجب عليَّ ان امتاز بالرحمة تجاه 

؟ فما يهبه لنا الرفيق اللطيف في "نُحسن اليك بكل ما يُحسن به هللا لنا: "كما يقول موسى)تحديات المسيرة، واميناً كيما أستطيع ان انقل لآلخرين ما تلقيته 

 .مسار حياتنا هو امانة يجب ان تنتقل إلى اآلخر من اآلخر إلى غيره فيمتلئ العالم من نعم الرفيق اللطيف
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/عربي 

10:00  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 

      12:00 PM     Chaldean/سورث 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  

    10:00 AM      Chaldean/سورث 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION 

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES          
First and third Wednesday of  every even month from      
7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

 

 MARRIAGE CLASSES                                            
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from 
8:00 - 10:00 pm.  

 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES 

SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS 

APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO                       

ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE 

     

FINANCIAL STATUS 

Sunday Goal:                 $7,000 

Sunday Collection (January 7th):                 $5,431 

Over/(Under):              ($1,569) 

 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:  $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (November):    $3,600 

Over/(Under):                                          ($400) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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PART ONE 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH   

SECTION TWO 
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH                                                             

CHAPTER THREE 
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

ARTICLE 9 
"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH" 

Paragraph 4. CHRIST'S FAITHFUL - 
HIERARCHY, LAITY, CONSECRATED 
LIFE 

877 Likewise, it belongs to the sacramental nature of 
ecclesial ministry that it have a collegial character. In fact, 
from the beginning of his ministry, the Lord Jesus 
instituted the Twelve as "the seeds of the new Israel and 
the beginning of the sacred hierarchy."395 Chosen together, 
they were also sent out together, and their fraternal unity 
would be at the service of the fraternal communion of all 
the faithful: they would reflect and witness to the 
communion of the divine persons.396 For this reason every 
bishop exercises his ministry from within the episcopal 
college, in communion with the bishop of Rome, the 
successor of St. Peter and head of the college. So also 
priests exercise their ministry from within the presbyterium 
of the diocese, under the direction of their bishop. 

878 Finally, it belongs to the sacramental nature of ecclesial 
ministry that it have a personal character. Although Chnst's 
ministers act in communion with one another, they also 
always act in a personal way. Each one is called personally: 
"You, follow me"397 in order to be a personal witness 
within the common mission, to bear personal responsibility 
before him who gives the mission, acting "in his person" 
and for other persons: "I baptize you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ..."; "I absolve 
you...." 

879 Sacramental ministry in the Church, then, is at once a 
collegial and a personal service, exercised in the name of 
Christ. This is evidenced by the bonds between the 

episcopal college and its head, 
the successor of St. Peter, and 
in the relationship between 
the bishop's pastoral 
responsibility for his 
particular church and the 
common solicitude of the 
episcopal college for the 
universal Church. 

The episcopal college and its 
head, the Pope 

880 When Christ instituted 
the Twelve, "he constituted 
[them] in the form of a 
college or permanent assembly, at the head of which he 
placed Peter, chosen from among them."398 Just as "by the 
Lord's institution, St. Peter and the rest of the apostles 
constitute a single apostolic college, so in like fashion the 
Roman Pontiff, Peter's successor, and the bishops, the 
successors of the apostles, are related with and united to 
one another."399 

881 The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, 
the "rock" of his Church. He gave him the keys of his 
Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole 
flock.400 "The office of binding and loosing which was 
given to Peter was also assigned to the college of apostles 
united to its head."401 This pastoral office of Peter and the 
other apostles belongs to the Church's very foundation and 
is continued by the bishops under the primacy of the Pope. 

882 The Pope, Bishop of Rome and Peter's successor, "is 
the perpetual and visible source and foundation of the unity 
both of the bishops and of the whole company of the 
faithful."402 "For the Roman Pontiff, by reason of his office 
as Vicar of Christ, and as pastor of the entire Church has 
full, supreme, and universal power over the whole Church, 
a power which he can always exercise unhindered."403 

883 "The college or body of bishops has no authority 
unless united with the Roman Pontiff, Peter's successor, as 
its head." As such, this college has "supreme and full 
authority over the universal Church; but this power cannot 
be exercised without the agreement of the Roman 
Pontiff."404 

 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$162
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$163
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$164
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$165
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$166
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$167
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$168
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$169
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$16A
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2A.HTM#$16B
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Be intentional about silence during Mass, Pope Francis says 
 

Pope Francis said Wednesday that moments of silence in the Mass should be intentional times of prayer, recollection and 
communion with God, rather than being viewed as times to just be quiet 
or not speak. 

“Silence is not reduced to the absence of words, but (is) the availability to 
listen to other voices: that of our heart and, above all, the voice of the 
Holy Spirit,” the Pope said Jan. 10. 

In silence, then, we discover “the importance of listening to our soul and 
then opening it to the Lord.” 

Continuing his general audience catechesis on the topic of the Mass, Pope 
Francis reflected on the nature of the different moments of silence found within the celebration, especially in the         
recitation of the collect. 

The collect, which is prayed after the Gloria, or if the Gloria is omitted, following the Penitential Act, is a short prayer 
which goes from praise to supplication, and is generally inspired from the day’s Scripture passages, the Pope said. This 
prayer, which varies according to the day and time in which the Mass is being said, begins with the priest saying to the 
people, “Let us pray,” followed by a brief silence. 

“I strongly recommend priests observe this moment of silence, which without wanting to, we risk neglecting,” Francis 
noted. In this moment the congregation is exhorted to come together in silence, to become aware of the presence of God, 
and to bring out, “each one in his own heart, the personal intentions with which he participates in Mass.” 

“Perhaps we come from days of toil, of joy, of sorrow, and we want to tell the Lord, to invoke his help, to ask that he be 
near us; we have family members and friends who are ill or who are going through difficult trials; we wish to entrust to 
God the fate of the Church and the world.” 

“For this we need the brief silence beforehand, that the priest, gathering the intentions of each one, expresses in a loud 
voice to God, in the name of all, the common prayer that concludes the rites of introduction, making, indeed, a 
‘collection’ of individual intentions.” These silences are written right into the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 
the Pope pointed out. There it says that in the Penitential Act and again after the invitation to pray, everyone is supposed 
to spend a moment in recollection. And in the silences following a reading or the homily, everyone is called to meditate 
briefly on what they have heard. After Communion they should praise and pray to God in their hearts. 

The Gloria, another kind of prayer, is either recited or sung before the collect on Sundays - except during Lent and      
Advent - and on feasts and solemnities. Here, “the feelings of praise that run through the hymn are intertwined with the 
confident pleading of divine benevolence, to end with the Trinitarian doxology, which characterizes the whole liturgical 
celebration,” he said. 

The recitation or singing of the Gloria, the Pope emphasized, “constitutes an opening of the earth to heaven.”               
By meditating on the prayers of the Mass, the liturgy can become for us, the Pope concluded, a “true school of prayer.” 

By Hannah Brockhaus  www.catholicnewsagency.com 

THE GOOD NEWS 

https://plus.google.com/114887397344970150345?rel=author
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Easy * Fast * Secure 

www.ourladyofchaldeans.com 

“Honor the LORD with your 
wealth, with first fruits of all 
your produce” Proverbs 3:9 

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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