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4th of Epiphany

The only desire I had when I boarded the plane was to power down, enjoy some
silence and read Bishop Robert Barron’s Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of
the Faith, newly downloaded to my iPhone. It had been a very busy weekend of
nonstop talking, which included giving two one-hour presentations at a Marian
conference.
But when a 20ish-looking blonde woman sat next to me, something told me to put
down the phone and tune in to her. “Where are you coming from?” she asked.
“I spoke at a Catholic conference in St. Louis,” I replied. “I’m headed home to
New Orleans.”
Introducing herself as Paige, she shared that she was getting married in May, and
that she and her Jewish fiancé had recently traveled to Israel for a month-long visit
to attend a friend’s bar mitzvah. She disclosed her horror over routine violence
that is part and parcel of life there, especially as Muslim extremists increasingly
engage in random stabbings of Jewish people.
“A man was stabbed right by our hotel,” she lamented. “And it didn’t even make
the news. It’s incredible!”
We both agreed that the world needs much less hatred and violence and much
more love.
Paige shared that her parents had raised her without faith, even though they’d sent
her to Catholic schools her whole life.
The conversation somehow turned to abortion. “I know you’re Catholic,” she said
unapologetically, “but I’m totally pro-choice. One of my best friends is an ob-gyn
who wants to learn how to do late-term abortions. She feels so bad for people who
really want to be parents, really want a baby, and then find out their child has some
unsurvivable abnormality. They’re totally stuck, you know, because Louisiana law
prevents them from having a late-term abortion.”
(continued on page 2)
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“Well,” I offered gingerly, making every effort to use my kindest voice, “it would indeed be a horrible suffering to learn that
your baby was going to die within hours of its birth.
But what would be even worse is being stuck for the rest of your life with the knowledge that you had caused their death.”
Paige’s eyes grew bigger.
“I know of people who have lived through this,” I continued, sharing the story of presidential candidate Rick Santorum and his
wife, Karen. “They were able to welcome their son, Gabriel, into the world, baptize him, hold him in their arms and shower him
with love for at least a few hours. That was a very merciful way of dealing with both themselves and the child.”
By this time, Paige’s big, beautiful blue eyes were locked into mine.
“Here’s the thing,” I went on while I had her attention. “We both agree that we need more love in the world. And that’s precisely why I’m against capital punishment, war and violence against Jews, women and babies in the womb. Abortion is a very violent
act against both the woman and the baby. We could use so much more love across the board in the world.”
Paige continued to fix her eyes on mine, and I finally laughed a bit nervously and said, “You must think I’m crazy telling you all
of this on a plane.”
“No,” she said slowly. “I’m listening … I’m listening to what you’re saying.”
The plane touched down. “It was really nice talking to you,” Paige offered with a smile. “I like Judys. I’m going to buy your
book.”
“It was really nice talking to you too, Paige.” I smiled back. “God bless you.”
With that, an hour plane ride from Dallas to New Orleans had offered the unexpected gift of a mile-high defense of human life.
Because while Paige was raised without faith, she was raised with love. And anyone can understand the logic of love, including
someone who’s “totally pro-choice.”
Judy Landrieu Klein - Aleteia.org

Prayer to End Abortion
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life,
And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters.
I know there is nothing that destroys more life than abortion,
Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death
by the Resurrection of Your Son.
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today I commit myself
Never to be silent, Never to be passive,

Never to be forgetful of the unborn.
I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement,
And never to stop defending life
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected,
And our nation once again becomes
A nation with liberty and justice
Not just for some, but for all.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen!
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
01:11AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday


5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES
First and third Wednesday of every even month from
7:30 - 9:30 pm.



Adoration
English Mass

Confession

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from
8:00 - 10:00 pm.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$7,000

Sunday Collection (January 22nd ):

$4,322

Over/(Under):

($2,678)

__________________________________________
YOU CAN LISTEN TO MOG SUNDAY HOMILIY BY
VISITING OUR CHURCH WEBSITE AT:
www.ourladyofchaldeans.com

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (December):

$3,682

Over/(Under):

($318)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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فاطيما ونهاية العالم…هل يعرف البابا فرنسيس
شيئا ً ال نعرفه نحن؟
وقعت أحداث فاطيما المذهلة في مايو  17111فيما كان العالم يدخل في القرن العشرين – القرن
الذي سيشهد حربين عالميتين ،إبادة على نطاق واسع ،اختراع القنبلة الذرية وزيادة وسائل
التكنولوجيا التي غيّرت العالم والجنس البشري.
يشير تكريم البابا فرنسيس المستمر لسيدة فاطيما إلى رابط تاريخي مهم بين البابوية ونبوءات
فاطيما .في الواقع ،زار يوحنا بولس الثاني فاطيما ثالث مرات ،وطوّب سنة  0222جاسينتا
وفرنسيسكو ،وكان أيضا ً مسؤوالً عن توكيل األلفية الثالثة إلى قلب مريم الطاهر أمام تمثال
السيدة نهار األحد  8أكتوبر سنة  0222عندما كان أكثر من  1022أسقف حاضرين للمشاركة
في القداس اليوبيلي.
بدوره ،دعم البابا بندكتس السادس عشر فاطيما وزار المزار في مايو  0212قائالً بخاصة“ :نخطئ إذا اعتقدنا أن رسالة فاطيما النبوية قد انتهت”.
في رؤيا البابا الوون الثالث عشر الشهيرة ،قال الشيطان إنه إذا حظي بمئة عام ،سيتمكن من تدمير الكنيسة .من المهم أن نالحظ أن تاريخ الرؤيا كان
 11أكتوبر  .1880وقد حصلت محاولة اغتيال البابا يوحنا بولس الثاني في  11مايو  .1781كما كرّس البابا فرنسيس العالم لسيدة فاطيما في 11
أكتوبر  .0211كذلك ،بدأت الظهورات في  11مايو  ،1711وانتهت بمعجزة الشمس في  11أكتوبر  .1711هل بإمكان هذه العالمة المهمة من
السماء أن تشير إلى بداية السنوات المئة التي سيحاول فيها الشيطان تدمير الكنيسة؟ إذا كانت األمور كذلك ،فهل نقترب من نهاية ذلك الزمان؟
عندما احتفل البابا فرنسيس بالتكريس لسيدة فاطيما في أكتوبر  ،0211قال“ :تمثال السيدة الذي أتى من فاطيما يساعدنا على الشعور بحضورها
وسطنا .مريم ترشدنا دوما ً إلى يسوع… ال شيء مستحيل بالنسبة إلى رحمة هللا! حتى أكثر العقد تشابكا ً تُحلّ بنعمته .ومريم التي فتحت إجابتها
اإليجابية المجال هلل لكي يحلّ عقدة العصيان القديم ،هي األم التي ترشدنا بصبر وحبّ إلى هللا لكي ّ
يفك عقد روحنا برحمته األبوية”.
إننا ندمر جماعاتنا من خالل الحرب والعنف واإلرهاب .ندمر عائالتنا من خالل منع الحمل والتعقيم واإلجهاض والطالق .ندمر طهارتنا وقوتنا من
خالل اإلباحية وممارسة الجنس غير الشرعي والشهوة والغضب.
إننا ندمر مجتمعنا من خالل الجشع والمادية وإهمال الفقراء والتصرف بقسوة مع األرامل واأليتام والمشردين والجياع .ندمر بيئتنا من خالل الجشع
واإلفراط في التنمية والتلوث .بأشكال عدة ،نجلب إلينا نهاية العالم ،وتنظر إلينا األم المباركة بقلب أمومي منكسر.
وسط الفوضى القاتلة ،تظهر لنا العذراء مريم المباركة قلب ابنها الرحيم .ترشدنا إلى الرحمة اإللهية .وتنظر إلى هذه البشرية المحطمة والمجنونة
وتقول بقلب أمومي“ :عودي إلى ديارك!”.
هذا يفسر أيضا ً رسالة البابا وطريقته .هو ينظر إلى العالم بشفقة وليس بلوم .يريد أن يصل إلى منكسري القلوب وأولئك الذين تعقّدهم الخطيئة فيمنحهم
مغفرة هللا ورحمته.
البابا يخطط اآلن لزيارة فاطيما سنة  ،0211فهل يعقل أنه يعرف شيئا ً ال نعرفه نحن؟ هل تلوح أزمة سترشدنا إلى نقطة تحول؟ هل طلب من األم
المباركة الصالة والتشفع لجنسنا الفقير والمضطرب بإلحاح خاص؟
ال يمكننا التكهن بشأن المستقبل ،وإنما نستطيع وضع أنفسنا بين يدي هللا بثقة تامة .رسالة فاطيما تقضي باالنتباه واالنتظار والصالة والتكفير عن
الخطايا والنظر دائما ً برجاء متلهف إلى المستقبل الجيد الذي يخصصه لنا هللا.

األب دويت لونجنكر ar.aleteia.org -
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART ONE
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

497The Gospel accounts
understand the virginal
conception of Jesus as a
divine work that surpasses
SECTION TWO
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH all human understanding
and possibility:148 "That
which is conceived in her is
CHAPTER TWO
of the Holy Spirit", said the
I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SON
angel to Joseph about Mary
OF GOD
his fiancee.149 The Church
sees here the fulfillment of
the divine promise given
ARTICLE 3
"HE WAS CONCEIVED BY THE POWER OF THE through the prophet Isaiah:
"Behold, a virgin shall
HOLY SPIRIT, AND BORN OF THE VIRGIN
conceive and bear a son."150
MARY"
498People are sometimes
troubled by the silence of
St. Mark's Gospel and the New Testament Epistles about Jesus'
Paragraph 2. "Conceived by the Power of the Holy
virginal conception. Some might wonder if we were merely
Spirit and Born of the Virgin Mary"
dealing with legends or theological constructs not claiming to be
history. To this we must respond: Faith in the virginal conception
III. . . .BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY
of Jesus met with the lively opposition, mockery or
incomprehension of non-believers, Jews and pagans alike;151 so it
Mary's divine motherhood
could hardly have been motivated by pagan mythology or by
some adaptation to the ideas of the age. The meaning of this
event is accessible only to faith, which understands in it the
495Called in the Gospels "the mother of Jesus", Mary is
"connection of these mysteries with one another"152 in the totality
acclaimed by Elizabeth, at the prompting of the Spirit and even
144
of Christ's mysteries, from his Incarnation to his Passover. St.
before the birth of her son, as "the mother of my Lord". In
Ignatius of Antioch already bears witness to this connection:
fact, the One whom she conceived as man by the Holy Spirit,
who truly became her Son according to the flesh, was none other "Mary's virginity and giving birth, and even the Lord's death
escaped the notice of the prince of this world: these three
than the Father's eternal Son, the second person of the Holy
mysteries worthy of proclamation were accomplished in God's
Trinity. Hence the Church confesses that Mary is truly "Mother
silence."153
of God" (Theotokos).145

Paragraph 1. The Son of God Became Man

Mary's virginity

Mary - "ever-virgin"

494From the first formulations of her faith, the Church has
confessed that Jesus was conceived solely by the power of the
Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, affirming also the
corporeal aspect of this event: Jesus was conceived "by the Holy
Spirit without human seed".146 The Fathers see in the virginal
conception the sign that it truly was the Son of God who came in
a humanity like our own. Thus St. Ignatius of Antioch at the
beginning of the second century says:

499The deepening of faith in the virginal motherhood led the
Church to confess Mary's real and perpetual virginity even in the
act of giving birth to the Son of God made man.154 In fact,
Christ's birth "did not diminish his mother's virginal integrity but
sanctified it."155 And so the liturgy of the Church celebrates Mary
as Aeiparthenos, the "Ever-virgin".156

555Against this doctrine the objection is sometimes raised that
the Bible mentions brothers and sisters of Jesus.157 The Church
You are firmly convinced about our Lord, who is truly of the has always understood these passages as not referring to other
race of David according to the flesh, Son of God according children of the Virgin Mary. In fact James and Joseph, "brothers
of Jesus", are the sons of another Mary, a disciple of Christ,
to the will and power of God, truly born of a virgin,. . . he
whom St. Matthew significantly calls "the other Mary".158 They
was truly nailed to a tree for us in his flesh under Pontius
are close relations of Jesus, according to an Old Testament
Pilate. . . he truly suffered, as he is also truly risen.147
expression.159
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