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EPIPHANY

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
THREE WISE MEN

2nd Sunday of Christmas

Epiphany

As the Christmas holiday comes to a close we are
nearing the feast of the Epiphany. In the
Chaldean Church the celebration of the
Epiphany is the celebration of the baptism of
our Lord. While in the West the feast is the
celebration of the three Magi visiting Christ.
Both, however, amount to the same
phenomenon. It is the revelation that God has
become one of us. The baptism of the Lord is
the moment when the Holy Spirit descends upon
Jesus for all to see and the Father says “This is
“When they heard the
my son, with whom I am well pleased.” God the
king, they departed; and
Father has made it clear that Jesus is His Son.
behold, the star which they From that moment on Jesus’s public ministry
had seen in the East went can begin in full.
before them, till it came
The question of the Epiphany is difficult. When
and stood over where the Muslims and Jews criticize Christians for
believing God has a Son, and that Son is also the
young Child was. When
same God, there is something there to that
they saw the star, they
criticism. The idea seems impossible. What does
rejoiced with exceedingly it even mean for God the Father who is pure
great joy. And when they spirit to have a Son? How can a spirit have a
had come into the house, Son? Equally wild is that God would become
they saw the young Child man. Why and how does God take on the form
of one of His creatures? Without the declaration
with Mary His mother “
of God at Christ’s baptism Christians would look
like crazy people believing in illogical things.
However, God does proclaim that Jesus is His
Son. What can we do in the face of that? Can we
doubt God? Can we say, “This thing is
impossible for God?” Maybe we can deny the
statement ever happened. Maybe it was all made
up? Then we have to see why those who
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followed Christ, especially the Apostles, all chose to
die martyrs to keep such a crazy story alive. How did
they heal people? How are miracles still done to this
day? How has the Church been around for 2000 years,
unchanged in belief, when the longest lasting
institutions are lucky to last 500 years?
That is one of the messages of the Epiphany. God is
doing miraculous things beyond our greatest
understanding. Our wisest men look like fools when
God begins to act. We believe because the evidence of
it is astounding. The Epiphany calls us to humility.
God is asking us to trust Him even if we do not
understand. It is a blue print for the rest of our lives
and how are to interact with God. We ought to
believe even if we do not understand, not because
God wants a blind faith, but because we must not be
so proud as to think that things which we don’t
understand must necessarily be impossible. Like
children we must accept that we don’t know
everything and trust our loving Father. As the
Christmas season ends let us enter into that trust of
the Lord and confess our sins so that we may obey the
Son of God when He says “Repent, for the Kingdom
of God is at hand.”
Michael Filo

What is baptism?
Baptism is the sacrament by which we receive God’s supernatural
grace dwelling in us. God makes a home in our souls at baptism.
Baptism is the pouring of water, dunking into water, or sprinkling
while the words of baptism are recited, which are “I baptize you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”
Who may baptize?
Baptism is a sacrament which may be performed by anyone and is
valid as long as they intend to do what the Church does. This
means that even a non-Christian may baptize someone. However,
the Church recommends that only priests and deacons should
baptize unless there is an emergency. That means the sacrament is
valid but illicit if someone other than a priest baptizes when there
is no emergency.
Who may be baptized?
Anyone may be baptized as long as they have not been baptized
in the past. Often some have issue with infants being baptized in
the wider culture. However, Paul is said to have baptized whole
households, which most certainly includes some young children.
The practice of the Church is to allow any to be baptized. The
only people who cannot not be baptized are those who have
already been baptized and those who do not wish to be baptized
but are forced to do so. In both cases the sacrament has no effect.
What does baptism do?
Baptism removes all sin, especially the effect of Original Sin, from
our souls. The Holy Spirit then dwells in our hearts. A person is
truly born again at baptism. It also gives the recipient some duties,
the foremost of which is to become holy. We receive the universal
call to holiness of the baptized when we receive baptism. This
means that we must pursue holiness like any other goal. We have
to spend our lives setting ourselves apart for God. Baptism also
makes us members of the Church. Without baptism no one can
be said to be part of the Church. Finally, since there is no
salvation outside of the Church no one who is unbaptized
willingly can be saved.
Does that mean that those who don’t know about baptism or
those who came before Christ are not in Heaven?
The Church has recognized that some of those who are
unbaptized but wanted to be could be saved. Also, any unbaptized
who shed their blood for Christ could also be saved. In the case
of those who did not or do not know about Christ we hope and
pray that God will join them to the Church if they would have
chosen to be baptized had they known about Christ. For those
who died before Christ came we believe that he descended among
them while He was dead and brought those with Him into eternal
life who chose to go.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be
baptized by him.John would have prevented him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/عربي
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/ﺳﻮﺭﺙ
7:00PM
ENGLISH

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/ﺳﻮﺭﺙ

Open the heavens, almighty Father, and pour out your
Spirit upon your people gathered in prayer.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

Renew the power of our baptismal cleansing and fill us with
zeal for good deeds. Let us hear your voice once again, that
we may recognize in your beloved Son our hope of
inheriting eternal life. Grant this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Word made flesh, who lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of
eternal light, God for ever and ever. Amen.

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$3,704
Over/(Under)
($2,296)
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
I. MERCY AND SIN
1846 The Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God's
mercy to sinners. The angel announced to Joseph: "You
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins." The same is true of the Eucharist, the sacrament
of redemption: "This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."
1847 "God created us without us: but he did not will to save
us without us." To receive his mercy, we must admit our
faults. "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness."
1848 As St. Paul affirms, "Where sin increased, grace
abounded all the more." But to do its work grace must
uncover sin so as to convert our hearts and bestow on us
"righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord." Like a physician who probes the wound before
treating it, God, by his Word and by his Spirit, casts a living
light on sin.
I. JUSTIFICATION
1987 The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify
us, that is, to cleanse us from our sins and to communicate
to us "the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus
Christ" and through Baptism.
1988 Through the power of the Holy Spirit we take part in
Christ's Passion by dying to sin, and in his Resurrection by
being born to a new life; we are members of his Body which
is the Church, branches grafted onto the vine which is
himself.
1989 The first work of the grace of the Holy Spirit
is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus'
proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel: "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Moved by grace, man
turns toward God and away from sin, thus accepting
forgiveness and righteousness from on high. "Justification is
not only the remission of sins, but also the sanctification
and renewal of the interior man.
1990 Justification detaches man from sin which contradicts the
love of God, and purifies his heart of sin. Justification
follows upon God's merciful initiative of offering
forgiveness. It reconciles man with God. It frees from the
enslavement to sin, and it heals.
1991 Justification is at the same time the acceptance of God's
righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ. Righteousness (or
"justice") here means the rectitude of divine love. With
justification, faith, hope, and charity are poured into our
hearts, and obedience to the divine will is granted us.
1992 Justification has been merited for us by the Passion of

Christ who offered himself on
the cross as a living victim,
holy and pleasing to God, and
whose blood has become the
instrument of atonement for
the sins of all men.
Justification is conferred in
Baptism, the sacrament of
faith. It conforms us to the
righteousness of God, who
makes us inwardly just by the
power of his mercy. Its
purpose is the glory of God
and of Christ, and the gift of
eternal life.
1993 Justification
establishes cooperation between God's grace and man's freedom. On
man's part it is expressed by the assent of faith to the Word
of God, which invites him to conversion, and in the
cooperation of charity with the prompting of the Holy
Spirit who precedes and preserves his assent:
When God touches man's heart through the
illumination of the Holy Spirit, man himself is not
inactive while receiving that inspiration, since he
could reject it; and yet, without God's grace, he
cannot by his own free will move himself toward
justice in God's sight.
1994 Justification is the most excellent work of God's love made
manifest in Christ Jesus and granted by the Holy Spirit. It is
the opinion of St. Augustine that "the justification of the
wicked is a greater work than the creation of heaven and
earth," because "heaven and earth will pass away but the
salvation and justification of the elect . . . will not pass
away." He holds also that the justification of sinners
surpasses the creation of the angels in justice, in that it bears
witness to a greater mercy.
1995 The Holy Spirit is the master of the interior life. By
giving birth to the "inner man," justification entails
the sanctification of his whole being.
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