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dreading the idea of fasting or giving up some of our favorite foods. I don’t know
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about you but fasting is really challenging for me! As difficult as fasting and ab-
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stinence can be, it is absolutely essential for our spiritual wellbeing. But if we can
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look at the sacrifices that we make during these three days in comparison to the
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severity of the sin of the world and even our own personal sin, we begin to see

Linda Arabo

that our sacrifices are really minimal! Often times we excuse ourselves from the
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sin we commit because we don’t want to face or take responsibility for what
we’ve done. But just like any other relationship, when we’ve hurt another person,
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it is necessary to repair or reconcile by making some sort of effort to “make it up.”

Tel: 248-356-0565

bor says, “I forgive you,” even though I have been forgiven the window is still
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broken and needs repair.

If I break, I accidentally break my neighbor’s window playing ball and the neigh-
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a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
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having your offering envelopes mailed to
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FACEBOOK
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!ق والباطل
َّ  ما بين الح:الخامس من الدنح
 إال، وكلها متعلقة بتجنب القبائح التي ترتكبها األمم،ترد في هذه اآليات الخمس أداة النهي “ال” لتسع مرات
 ـ٦ ،٥ ؛ تث١١  ـ١ ،٠٢  تذكرنا “ال” النهي هنا بالكلمات العشر (خر.إنها تختم بوصية السعي الى الكمال
الرب
َّ  “أنا: تستهل الكلمات العشر بالتذكير بحدث الخروج.) حيث تتكرر الـ “ال” فيها أيضا ً لعدة مرات٠٠
 وهذه الوصايا هنا تفتتح بذكر حدث،)٦ ،٥ دار العُبو ِديَّة” (تث
ِ َ خر َجكَ مِ ن أ
ِ  من،صر
َ ِرض م
َ َ ِإل ُهكَ الَّذي أ
َّ
 وعليه نستنج بأن.)٩ ،١١ الربُّ إِل ُهكَ إِيَّاها” (تث
َ “إِذا دَخلت:الدخول ألرض الميعاد
َّ َاألرض التي يُعْطيك
َ
 وبأن قبائح األمم،ما جاء في هذه اآليات مكم ٌل للكلمات العشر التي وردت في مطلع سفر تثنية االشتراع
ُحر ُق اَبنَه أ َ ِو
ِ ليست أقل خطورة من الخطايا التي ال يجوز ارتكابها كعبادة األصنام والقتل “ال يَ ُك ْن فيكَ َمن ي
 الغاية من الكلمات. وغيرها من الخطايا، والزنى والسرقة وشهادة الزور،)١٢ ،١١ اَبنَت َه بالنَّار …” (تث
، ويسعى نحو الكمال،حرا ً كابن هلل
ّ العشر وهذه الوصايا وسائر التعاليم اإللهية تكمن في أن يعيش المؤمن
.ويجد السعادة الحقيقة وينال الخالص
َموريين
ّ ِ َ  “الحِ ِث ّ ِيّينَ واأل: وهي،ذكر أسماء األمم التي يشير إليها نصنا
ُ )١١ ،٠٢  يأتي في (تث:القبائح
ُّ
 “فال:)٩ ،١١  إن ما جاء بخصوص ت َعلم القبائح في (تث.” َوال َك ْنعانِيِّينَ والف َِر ِ ّزيِّينَ وال ُح ّ ِويَينَ واليَبو ِسيِّيَن
 “كَيال يُ َعلِّموكم أَن ت َصنَعوا مِ ث َل قَبائِحِ ِه ِم الَّتي:)١١ ،٠٢  وفي (تث،“ تت َعلَّ ْم أن ت َصنَ َع مِ ثْ َل قَبائِح تِلكَ األ ُ َمم
َ  فت َخ،صنَعوها آل ِل َهتِهم
. يُبين بأن األمم ذاتها تريد أن يتبنى شعب هللا افعالها القبيحة،”الربّ ِ إِلهكم
َّ طأوا إِلى
َ
َّ
. وال أن يسمح بأن يُعَلم هذه القبائح،لكن ال ينبغي على المؤمن أن يتعلم
)2 (التتمة في الصفحة
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This is similar to how our relationship with God can be. When we break our relationship with him through Sin, he forgives us
but are still responsible for the consequences and side effects of our sin. Through fasting and offering up our daily sacrifices,
we are able to reconcile and be sanctified from the imperfections and side effects of sin. St Paul says in Colossians 1:24 “Now
I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I complete what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his
body, that is, the church…” If we unite ourselves to God by offering up our sacrifices to Him, He uses them in atonement for
sin and also to bring about a greater good for an intention or situation that we are praying for. God wants to use us by allowing
us to participate in his suffering to save the world and to save ourselves. Let us pray and plead to the Lord through this fast to
!have mercy on our sins and the sins of the Word
(التتمة من الصفحة )1

قائمة األفعال القبيحة في (تث  ١٢ ،١١ـ  )١١تتعلق بعبادة األوثان واللجوء للسّحر والشعوذة وفتح الفأل والتنجيم واستحضار األرواح واستشارة األموات وذلك في
محاولة يائسة الكتشاف الحقيقة ومعرفة ما يخبئه المستقبل للمرء .لكن ال يمكن اكتشاف الحقيقة ومعرفة المستقبل باالعتماد على آلهة مزيفة وأشياء كاذبة وممارسات
ولهذا المؤمن ليس بحاجة للجوء إلى السحّر والتنجيم لمعرفة مستقبله ومصيره .إن الروح القدس هو من سحريّة .هللا هو الحقيقة المطلقة ،وكلمته تعلن تدبيره الخالصي.
يقود المؤمن ويرشده في كل خطوة يخطوها ،أما الممارسات القبيحة فمصدرها الشيطان ومصير من يتبعها التيهان ،حيث تجعله قبيحا ً مثلها ،ويكون نصيبه الطرد
(قارن :تث .)١٠ ،١١
لكي يحافظ الشعب اليهودي على إيمانه وهويته وطقوسه ويحقق رسالته ،ينبغي أال يتبنى العادات السيئة والقبائح التي تمارسها شعوب أخرى .وفي الحقيقة والواقع،
تمسك الشعب العبراني بهويته طيلة مسيرته الطويلة والشاقة والمحفوفة بالمخاطر والمجازفات جعله أن يستمر ويبقى بفضل بركة هللا ورحمته وحنانه وامانته لعهده.
وفي هذا السياق ،يؤكد الحاخاميون بأنه بقدر ما حفظ اليهود يوم السبت ،حفظهم السبت .أي لوال محافظة اليهود على هويتهم الدينية والقومية لكانوا قد انقرضوا بسبب
ما عانوه من الظلم واالضطهاد طوال التاريخ.

البر والحق والكمال،
الربّ ِ ِإل ِهكَ ” (تث  .)١١ ،١١ال شك في أن اتباع قبائح األمم تبعد المؤمن عن ّ
الكمال :يختتم نصنا بالدعوة للسعي نحو الكمالُ …“ :ك ْن كامِ الً لَدى َّ
وتجعله يعيش في حالة من الوهم والضالل لتكون نهايته الهالك.
ص َر،
هر وفي مِ ْ
يربط كاتب سفر يشوع الكمال بمخافة هللا وعبادته ،بقوله“ :واآلنَ ات َقوا َّ
ووفاء ،وأَبعِدوا اآل ِل َهةَ الَّتي َ
ِبر النَّ ِ
عبَدَها آباؤُكم في ع ِ
الربَّ واعبُدوه بِك َما ٍل َ
الربّ ” (يش  .)١٢ ،٠٢وعليه تحذير شعب هللا من إتباع قبائح األمم سببه ليس فقط عدم الجدوى من السحّر والتكهن بالمستقبل ،وإنما بالدرجة األولى هو
واعبُدوا َّ
بسبب االتكال على قوى أخرى بدالً من وضع الثقة الكاملة باهلل .وبالتالي تعلم قبائح األمم يشير لشك ٍل من اشكال عبودية األصنام ووضع الثقة العمياء بها ،بدالً من
اإليمان باهلل خالق الكون ومخلصه.
َصم” (مز “ ،)١١ ،١١شَريعَةُ َّ
الرب وعيش كلمته“ :هللاُ طريقُه كامِ ل ،وقَو ُل َّ
إن خالص اإلنسان هو في إتباع طريق ّ
الربّ ِ
الربّ ِ ُم َمحَّص ،هو ت ُ ٌ
رس ِل ُك ِّل َمن بِه يَعت ِ
ً
ّ
ُ
الربّ ِ صادِقةٌ تُعَ ِقل البَسيط” (مز  .)١ ،١٩إذن أن تكون كامال يعني أن ت َعبُد هللا وحده وتخدمه وتسير حسب وصاياه (تث  ١٠ ،١٢ـ )١١
س ،شَهادة ُ َّ
كامِ لَةٌ تُنع ُ
ِش النَّ ْف َ
وخاصة أن تحبه حبا ً كامالً (تث  )٥ ،٦وأن تحب قريبك مثل نفسك (أح .)١١ ،١٩
والرب يسوع عاشهما بشكل كام ٍل حيث
تضع األناجيل هاتين الوصيتين عن محبة هللا والقريب مع بعضهما (مت  ١١ ،٠٠ـ ١٩؛ مر  ١٢ ،١٠ـ ١١؛ لو ّ .)٠١ ،١٢
اطاع هللا ابيه حتى الموت ،موت الصليب (في  ٥ ،٠ـ  ،)١وبذل ذاته في سبيل احبائه (يو  ٩ ،١٥ـ  .)١٢ولهذا هو المثال األسمى للسعي نحو الكمال ،كونهُ
يس لناَ
َ
اإلنسان َّ
كاملٌ“ :فن ِ
عرفَتِه ،ون َ
ابن هللاِ و َم ِ
الراشِد ،ونَبلُ َغ القامةَ الَّتي تُوافِ ُق كَما َل المسيح” (اف  ،)١١ ،٢وبال خطيئة“ :فل َ
َصير ِ
يمان بِ ِ
اإل ِ
َص َل بِأَج َمعِنا إِلى َوحدَةِ ِ
ْ
َ
َ
َ
ُ
ُ
َ
ّ
عدا الخَطِ يئ َة” (عبر  ،)١٥ ،٢ويدعونا للكمال ،بقوله“ :فكونوا أَنتُم كامِ لين ،كما أ َ َّن أَبا ُك ُم
ما
نا
ل
ث
ش
ل
ك
في
ت
ام
د
ق
ل
ِنا:
ف
ُع
ض
ل
ِي
ث
ر
ي
ن
أ
ع
َطي
ت
س
ي
ال
َيءٍ
نَ
ِ
مِ
حِ
ِ
عظي ُم َك َهنَ ٍة َ
َ
ُ
َ
ِ
َ َ
ي كامِ ل” (مت .)٢١ ،٥
السَّماو َّ
الرب يسوع في انجيله المقدس من التمسك بتقاليد
إذن يدعونا هذا النص من سفر تثنية االشتراع للتّخلص من كل العادات والتقاليد الدخيلة على ايماننا .كما يحذرنا ّ
سنَّ ِة البَشَر” (مر .)١ ،١
وصيَّةَ هللا ،وت َت َمسَّكونَ بِ ُ
البشر وترك وصايا هللا ،قائالً“ :إِنَّكم تُهمِ لونَ ِ
ّ
والحق والحياة والجمال والسعادة .واألمر
إن قبائح األمم بشتى أنواعها واشكالها بما فيها السحّر والشعوذة تمثل الغش والكذب والباطل ،أما كلمة هللا فهي الصدق
ّ
الحق فيخلص ،أو طريق الباطل فيهلك.
متروك لإلنسان بأن يختار طريق
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
11:11AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


Adoration
English Mass

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$7,000

Sunday Collection (February 3):

$7,220

Over/(Under):

$ 220

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (Jan):

$3,255

Over/(Under):

$(745)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

KNOW YOUR FAITH
What is Bautha? Bautha
is a 3 day fast remembering the fast of Nineveh. The fast has been held since the time of Jonah and
spread through various Eastern churches. The Malankara (Southern India) Church all the way to the
Coptic Church (Egypt) keep the fast. It is always celebrated three weeks before Lent and lasts three
days.

Where is Nineveh?
Nineveh is the plain in Northern Iraq where most Chaldeans live. It includes Mosul and the various villages surrounding it. Jonah goes to a city by that name which existed across the river from Mosul today. It was a large city and the capital of the massive (and final) empire of the Assyrians. It was eventually overrun by a group of people who were ruled by the Assyrians, including Chaldeans alongside Persians and others. In 200 years the city disappeared. Its place was very important for trade and it is no
surprised that Mosul would later be built so close to it. Travel through the Nineveh plain was a lot easier than through the mountains which surround it to the north. It was a passageway between Europe
and the East. Because it is flatland it is very hard to defend and so traded hands under different rulers
many times because of its importance as a trade route.

What is the story of Jonah?
Jonah was a Jew who was commanded by God to go to the capital of the empire threatening to destroy
his homeland. Jonah was not interested in going to those people and telling them to convert. Instead,
he wanted to see them destroyed. He tried to go to Tarshish, a town in the opposite direction from Nineveh in what is today Cadiz Spain. God brings a storm over the boat he is in and after the sailors try
everything else they throw Jonah overboard. He is swallowed by a big fish or whale and after three days
is spit out. He goes to Nineveh. He tells the people and when word reaches the king he commands three
days of fasting where no one, animal or human, may eat. They repent (which is quite rare in the Old
Testament when a prophet warns the people.) God does not let the city be destroyed and Jonah becomes upset. When God asks him why he is upset Jonah
replies that he knows God is gracious and would not let
harm come to the city if it repented. Jonah was sad to see
the enemies of Israel not destroyed.

What can we learn from the story of Jonah?
First, that God may convert even those who we think will
never convert. Secondly that we must never hate any person because God loves them and so we should try our best
to preach the gospel to them. Finally, we must never shy
away from telling people to repent of their evil, even if it is
dangerous or we believe it is unlikely they will even listen.
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BA’UTHA
BA’UTHA
Since tomorrow is the beginning of the fast of Nineveh, also known as
Bautha, it is good to reflect on the readings. They begin with Isaiah
who is asking the Lord to restore his people Israel. Israel has lost its
sanctuary and the people are defeated. Isaiah is calling on the Lord to
restore the land, country, and the people. He says “we all fade like a
leaf and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” Isaiah is painfully
aware that the people have sinned but he asks for the Lord’s mercy.
Habakkuk’s message is of a similar vein. He implores the Lord “in
wrath remember mercy.” Habakkuk also says “I will quietly wait for
the day of trouble to come upon people who invade us.” As with Isaiah it is a time of misery. The rest of Habakkuk’s reading is a description of the greatness of the Lord and the lamentable state of his people
and their land. Yet, with all the trouble, Habakkuk is not dissuaded
from trusting in God. In both readings we find a reminder that we
must always trust in God, regardless of our own sinfulness as in Isaiah
or the deplorable condition of our lives. We know that in the end the
Israelites returned to their land. God used the pagan Cyrus, as we read
last week, to restore Israel. God works in mysterious ways, it can never be said often enough, and comes to our rescue from the strangest
places; as was the case with the people of Nineveh, our people, who
were saved by obedience to a foreign prophet. Paul’s letter is lengthy
and gives instruction to Timothy. There are various rules about women
and men as well as clergy. Paul begins with something that falls in line
with the Gospel reading. Namely, that we must pray for all men to
have peace. In doing so we can lead a peaceful and godly life. Paul
reminds us that God wishes everyone to be saved. The story of Jonah
reminds us that God wants even people who do not believe and who
persecute us to be saved. The Gospel is that of the parable of the servant who is in debt but cannot pay. His debt is forgiven by the master.
However, the servant turns on a person who owes him money and
throws him in jail. Jesus says that God willingly forgives our debts
against Him )which are huge) but that we should also forgive those
who are indebted to us )which is much less by comparison.) Debts are
symbolic of sins and sometimes actual debts. Jesus warns us that those
who do not forgive others will suffer until they have paid back everything. If we die in a state of grace but not having forgiven others we
can expect a long time in purgatory. So let us confess our sins so that
we may have a good Bautha and so we can forgive others.
Michael Filo
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF THE
CHRISTIAN MYSTERY

properly speaking. It signifies
and actually brings about
death to sin and entry into the
life of the Most Holy Trinity
through configuration to the
Paschal mystery of Christ.
Baptism is performed in the
most expressive way by triple
immersion in the baptismal
water. However, from ancient
times it has also been able to
be conferred by pouring the
water three times over the
candidate's head.

 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
 Article 1 THE SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM
 III. How is the Sacrament of Baptism
Celebrated?

1240 In the Latin Church this
triple infusion is accompanied
by the minister's words: "N., I
baptize you in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." In the Eastern
liturgies the catechumen turns toward the East and the priest
says: "The servant of God, N., is baptized in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." At the
invocation of each person of the Most Holy Trinity, the priest
immerses the candidate in the water and raises him up again.

1233 Today in all the rites, Latin and Eastern, the Christian
initiation of adults begins with their entry into the
catechumenate and reaches its culmination in a single
celebration of the three sacraments of initiation: Baptism,
Confirmation, and the Eucharist.37 In the Eastern rites the
Christian initiation of infants also begins with Baptism
followed immediately by Confirmation and the Eucharist,
while in the Roman rite it is followed by years of catechesis
before being completed later by Confirmation and the
Eucharist, the summit of their Christian initiation.38

1241 The anointing with sacred chrism, perfumed oil
consecrated by the bishop, signifies the gift of the Holy Spirit
to the newly baptized, who has become a Christian, that is,
one "anointed" by the Holy Spirit, incorporated into Christ
who is anointed priest, prophet, and king.41

The mystagogy of the celebration
1234 The meaning and grace of the sacrament of Baptism are
clearly seen in the rites of its celebration. By following the
gestures and words of this celebration with attentive
participation, the faithful are initiated into the riches this
sacrament signifies and actually brings about in each newly
baptized person.

1242 In the liturgy of the Eastern Churches, the postbaptismal anointing is the sacrament of Chrismation
)Confirmation). In the Roman liturgy the post-baptismal
anointing announces a second anointing with sacred chrism to
1235 The sign of the cross, on the threshold of the celebration, be conferred later by the bishop Confirmation, which will as it
marks with the imprint of Christ the one who is going to
were "confirm" and complete the baptismal anointing.
belong to him and signifies the grace of the redemption Christ
1243 The white garment symbolizes that the person baptized
won for us by his cross.
has "put on Christ,"42 has risen with Christ. the candle, lit
1236 The proclamation of the Word of God enlightens the
from the Easter candle, signifies that Christ has enlightened
candidates and the assembly with the revealed truth and elicits the neophyte. In him the baptized are "the light of the
the response of faith, which is inseparable from Baptism.
world."43
Indeed Baptism is "the sacrament of faith" in a particular way, The newly baptized is now, in the only Son, a child of God
since it is the sacramental entry into the life of faith.
entitled to say the prayer of the children of God: "Our Father."
1237 Since Baptism signifies liberation from sin and from its 1244 First Holy Communion. Having become a child of God
instigator the devil, one or more exorcisms are pronounced
clothed with the wedding garment, the neophyte is admitted
over the candidate. the celebrant then anoints him with the oil "to the marriage supper of the Lamb"44 and receives the food
of catechumens, or lays his hands on him, and he explicitly
of the new life, the body and blood of Christ. the Eastern
renounces Satan. Thus prepared, he is able to confess the faith Churches maintain a lively awareness of the unity of Christian
of the Church, to which he will be "entrusted" by Baptism.39
initiation by giving Holy Communion to all the newly
baptized and confirmed, even little children, recalling the
1238 The baptismal water is consecrated by a prayer of
Lord's words: "Let the children come to me, do not hinder
epiclesis )either at this moment or at the Easter Vigil). the
45
Church asks God that through his Son the power of the Holy them." The Latin Church, which reserves admission to Holy
Communion to those who have attained the age of reason,
Spirit may be sent upon the water, so that those who will be
40
expresses the orientation of Baptism to the Eucharist by
baptized in it may be "born of water and the Spirit."
having the newly baptized child brought to the altar for the
1239 The essential rite of the sacrament follows: Baptism
praying of the Our Father.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ba’utha Fasting will start on Monday, February 11 and continue for
three days. Fasting each day is until noon, with abstinence from meat and dairy
products throughout all three days. During Ba’utha,
prayers in Arabic will start at 11:15am followed by mass at 12:11pm,
prayers in Surath will start at 3:31 pm, followed by mass at 6:11pm, and prayers in
English will start at 7:15, followed by mass at 8:11pm.
Ignite the spirit presents: an hour of Eucharistic adoration, meditation, and live
music At 7:11 pm on Friday, February 22nd, at Mother of God church
This Sunday, February 11th, we are conducting a survey in the
Church after mass, and on our church social media
)Insta; @motherofgodchurch Facebook; @ourladyofchaldeanscathedral), about
building a chapel for our church that will be open 24 hours a day 7 days a week.
We ask that all parishioners please take the survey because your input is very
important for the function of our Church community.
In the pews you will find a survey card, after filling it please drop it in the
designated basket located in the church foyer.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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