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Office Hours 
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Tel: 248-356-0565   

Fax: 248-356-5235  

Stay in touch with your parish on 
FACEBOOK  

Mother of  God Chaldean Catholic Church 
 

        

ONLINE GIVING  

Mother of God Parish offers online giving                                                                                                                
a web based electronic contribution  
application that is safe and secure. you can 
manage contributions online or continue 
having your offering envelopes mailed to 
you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
our website at   

  
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 |  

Hereôs why Lent was ñcreatedò 

It served as a pivotal time of preparation for adults being baptized at the 
Easter Vigil. 

lent wasnôt part of the liturgy of the Church in the very earliest years. The 
season and the practices associated with it have developed over time. 

However, this development did start very early on. The Church quickly saw 
a need for a final time of preparation for catechumens desiring to be bap-
tized at the Easter Vigil. 

In the early Church most converts were adults, and in order to be baptized 
into the Christian faith, they had to undergo a rigorous period of prepara-
tion. It could take several years before an individual was permitted to be 
baptized, as the Church wanted to ensure that the person was spiritually 
ready for such a radical life change. 

After a long period of instruction in the Catholic faith and a thorough ex-
amination, according to the Catholic Encyclopedia, ñtheir names were in-
scribed among the competentes; i.e. those seeking to be baptized.ò 

(Continued in page 2) 

2019 ϣвϝтЧЮϜ ϸтЛЮ ̯ϜϸϜϸЛϦЂϜ амЊЮϜ ϣЮϝЂϼ 
 ϝжжАмϠм сϲтЂвЮϜ ϝжжϝвтϗϠ ϝжвϜϾϦЮϜ ϸϸϮжЮ 

  
 ϝжϼтЪУϦ сТ йϠтмЊϦ аϾЯт ϝв ϞтмЊϦ рϒ ̪ϣϠмϦЮϜм ̪ϤϜϺЮϜ ϣЛϮϜϼвм ̪ϢыЊЯЮ ЈЊ϶в двϾ мк амЊЮϜ
 ̪дϝІАЛЮϜм ̪ЙϚϝϮЮϜм ЌтϼвЮϜ :ϬϝϦϲвЮϜ ϴчЮ дмЛЮϜ ϸт ̵ϸвм ̪ϝжЮмтв пЯК ϢϼАтЂЮϜм ̪ϝжϦϝЦыКм ϝжЪмЯЂм

 :̭ϝжϪϦЂϜ дмϸ двм ̪ϼΖϮл̳вЮϜм ̪дϝтϼЛЮϜмñ ϝв ЬЪ :̶а̳Ъ̲Ю ̳Ьм̳Ц̲ϒ ΖХ̲ϲ̶ЮϜ  ̴̪ϼ̴Оϝ̲Њ̲цϜ ̴̲̭ъ̳ϔк с̴Ϧ̲м̶϶̴ϖ ̴ϸ̲ϲ̲ϓ̴Ϡ ̳им̳в̳Ϧ̶Я̲Л̲Т
 ̶а̳Ϧ̶Я̲Л̲Т с̴Ϡ̲Т ò пϦв)25 :40 :ϝтЛІϖ сϠжЮϜ иϸЪϔт ϝв ϜϺкм .(ñ д̲ϒм ̪̲Ш̲ϾϠ̳϶ ̴Й̴ϚϝϮЯЮ ̲ϼ̴ЂЪ̲Ϧ д̲ϒ (амЊЮϜ) мк ̲Ѐт̲Ю̲ϒ

̬̲Ш̴вϲ̲Ю дК оϼϜм̲Ϧ̲Ϧ ъ д̲ϒм ̪и̲м̳ЂЪ̲Ϧ дϒ ̲дϝт̶ϼ̳ЛЮϜ ̲Ϥт̲ϒ̲ϼ ϜϺϖм ̪̲Ш̲Ϧт̲Ϡ ̲дтϸмϼ̶А̲вЮϜ ̲дтЂϚϝϠЮϜ ̲Ь̴϶ϸ̳Ϧ ò ϝтЛІϖ)58 :
7 сжЛт ϜϺк .( !йϠм йЮ йϦЯЛТ ϝ̵вК сжϠЂϝϲт РмЂ  дϜм с϶ϒ дК ЬмϔЂв сжϜ  

 :дϝЂЯЮϜ Ϥъ̵Ͼ ϝвтЂъ ̪ϤϝϚтЂЮϜ дК амЊЮϜ йЧТϜϼт дϒ сПϠжт ЬϠ ̪ϞЂϲТ аϝЛАЮϜ дК ̯ϝКϝАЧжϖ ЀтЮ амЊЮϜ
 пЮϜ иϝϠϦжъϜ пЯК ϞтϼϸϦм ЀУжЯЮ ЌтмϼϦ амЊЮϜ .ϣТϼЛв ъм ̵Хϲ дмϸ дтϼ϶ъϜ дК ̭сЂЮϜ аыЪЮϜм ̭ϜϼϦТъϜ
 иϺк пЯК ϼтЂж дϒ сПϠжтм ̪ϣжϝвϓϠ ϝжϔϝϠϐ йтЯК ϼϝЂ рϺЮϜ амЊЮϜ мк ϜϺк .ϣжвϾъϜ ϤϝвыКм ̪ϰмϼЮϜ ϤϜ̭Ϝϸж

.ϝллϮϜмж сϦЮϜ ϤϝтϸϲϦЮϜм РмϼДЮϜ дв аОϼЮϝϠ ̪̭ϝϮϼЮϜ ̭ϝжϠ сТ ϣтжϝϲмϼЮϜ 

 дв ϝв ̰амт ̵ϼвт ъϒм ̪йжв йϮл̲жм йжϝвтϖ ИϾж̵т ̯Ϝϼвϒ мϒ ̯Ϝϸϲϒ Иϸт ̵ъϒ йтЯК ̪йЛЦмв дϝЪ ̯ϝ̵тϒ сЧтЧϲЮϜ сϲтЂвЮϜ

 сТ Ь϶ϸт рϒ ̪Ј̴̵Я϶вЮϜ ϱтЂвЮϝϠ ϸϲ̵Ϧт дϒ дмϸñйϦвϝтЦм ϱтЂвЮϜ ϱЊТ ϼЂ .ò ϝкϸϝЛϠϒ ̵ЬЪϠ ϣтϲтЂвЮϜ ϝжϦ̵тмк

ñ ϝлϠ ϝжΖЊ϶ ϣвЛжм ϾϝтϦвϜò сжП̳Ϧ ̪аыЂ ϢϼϝЎϲ̲м ̪ϣ̵Ϡϲ̲в ϣТϝЧϪ ϝлЯЛϮжм ̪ϰϼТм ϣЂϝвϲϠ ϝлІтЛж дϒ сПϠжт ̪

 .йтТ ЄтЛж рϺЮϜ ЙвϦϮвЮϜ 

 

 ϣϲУЊЮϜ сТ ϣвϦϦЮϜ)2(  

 

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03430b.htm


2 

 

THE GOOD NEWS  

 Continued from page (1)  

 

This meant they were on the ñhome stretchò before baptism, but there was one last period of preparation. Lent ñwas 
the time when the three-fold preparation ð instructive, ascetical, and liturgical ð was carried on. The ascetical 
preparation was severe. Prayer and fasting naturally formed part of it; but the competentes were also exhorted to 
keep silence as far as possible é [and] Confession was also enjoined.ò 

In imitation of this period, the Church has recently instituted a similar stage in the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults called the ñPeriod of Purification and Enlightenment.ò The Association for Catechumenal Ministry explains 
what is involved in this final stage. 

During the period of purification and enlightenment, the focus becomes a stronger emphasis on the spiritual and 
mystical life in preparation for the sacraments. The guidelines for this period (which normally coincides with 
Lent) as well as the rites associated with them, enable catechists to shift the focus of teaching from an exposition 
of the Deposit of Faith to reflection and meditation. 

Before they receive the sacraments of initiation, ñthe elect must have the intention of achieving an intimate 
knowledge of Christ and His Church, and they are expected particularly to progress in genuine self-knowledge 
through serious examination of their lives and true repentance.ò 

For these reasons Lent became a time of spiritual preparation and was associated with a number of penitential dis-
ciplines, exhorting the catechumens to divorce themselves from a life of sin in order to adopt a new life in Jesus 
Christ. Eventually it became a season for all of the faithful to prepare for Easter. 

Lent continues to have this spirit of spiritual purification today, and even if a person is not preparing for baptism at 
the Easter Vigil, they are encouraged to take this time to look into their hearts and see if they are truly ready to live 
out their Christianity to the fullest. 

By Philip Kosloski  

 

 

 

 ϣϳУЋЮϜ ев ϣгϧϧЮϜ)1( 

 

 Ϩтϲм ̪ϝл̲϶тϼϝϦ ̶ϤϠϦЪм ̶̪ϤЯ̵ЊϓϦм ̪ϝжϦЂтжЪ ̶ϤЂЂϓϦ Ϩтϲ ̪ФϜϼЛЮϜ ϝ̵вϒ твЯЂвЮϜ ϝжтжАϜмв амϸЦ ЬϠЦ пвДЛЮϜ ϣтϠЮϝПЮϜ дмЯЪІт дмтϲтЂвЮϜ дϝЪ ϝжЮ млТ ̪дñЌϼцϜ-  аъϜ
 дАмЮϜм  ϣтмлЮϜм .ò.ϤϝтϲЎϦЮϜ ϤжϝЪ ϝвлв йϠ ШЂвϦж дϒ ϝжтЯКм ̪аткϜϼϠϖ ϝжтϠϒ двϾ Ϻжв мк йϠ ϝжАϝϠϦϼϜ дϜϸЯЪЮϜ дϲжм 

твЊϦм ϣКϝϮІϠ ϜмϾмϝϮϦтм ̪ϝлϠ ϜмϪ̵ϠІϦтм ϣтЦϜϼЛЮϜ алϦтмлϠ ϜмЪЂвϦт дϒ пЮϖ Ϣ̵мЧϠ дммКϸв ̪алϦЮϝЂϼ Ьы϶ двм амтЮϜ дттϲтЂвЮϜ дϗТ ̪ϜϺЮϲ а Рм϶ЮϜм ϣтЯЦцϜ ϾϮϝ
К ̪ϣϚϠϝЊЮϜм дттϸтϾтъϜм дтвЯЂвЮϜ алтжАϜмв Йв алЯЊϜмϦм ̪алжϜϸЯϠ сТ алϚϝЧϠЮ ϣϲЎϜм ϣтϔϼ ϢϼмЯϠЮ ̪ϢϸϲϜм ϢϸϜϼϗϠ ϜмϸϲϦтм ̪ϣтЮϝЪϦъϜм ϼϠ ϾтϾЛϦм ̪ϣЧϪЮϜ ХтвЛϦ
лϠ ШЂвϦж ъ ϝвϸжКм .сжАмм сжϝЂжϖм сжϝвтϖ аϜϾϦЮϜ ϜϺк .̯ϝжϝжϚвАϜм ϣЮϜϸКм ̪̯ϜϼϜϼЧϦЂϜм ̯ϝвыЂ ϼϪЪϒ ЙвϦϮв ̭ϝжϠ сТ алвϝлЂϖм ̪акϼмЎϲϦтм ̪ϣтжАмЮϜм ϣтϲтЂвЮϜ ϝж

.ϣтжАмЮϜм ϣтЂжЪЮϜ алϦϝϲмвА ХтЧϲϦЮ дммКϸв дмтϲтЂвЮϝТ .ИмЂт ϞϼЮϜ иϝ̵тϖ ϝжв̵ЯК ϝв ϝжЎЦϝж ϸЦ дмЪж 

ϒ ϰϼϦЦϒ ϬϝϦϲвЮϜ ϴцϜ ϢϸКϝЂв пЮϜ ϣϠЂжЮϝϠм .ЀϸЧвЮϜ ϞϝϦЪЮϜ сТ ЬвϓϦЮϜм ϢыЊЮϜ Ьы϶ дв ϝжжϝвтϖ Х̵вЛжЮ ϢϾтвϦв ϣЊϼТ ̪амЊЮϜ ϜϺк мϸПтЮж дИ̵ϼϠϦ   дв йжК ϝжв̳Њ ϝвϠ
Ϝ оϸϲϜ сТ ϣЂϼϸв ЬткϓϦ мϒ ̪ϼϝϮтϜ ЬϸϠ мϒ ̪дтУУЛϦвЮϜ ϞыАЯЮ ϣЂϜϼϸ ϼмϮϒ ЙТϸм ̪ЌтϼвЯЮ ̭ϜмϸЮϜм ̪ϝКмϮ ϼмЎϦвЯЮ аϝЛА ̭ϜϼІЮ ̪ϞϜϼІм аϝЛАЯϠЮ ϝкϼвϸ сϦЮϜ ϤϜϸ

ЄКϜϸé.ϵЮϜ  

$ сАЛϦ ϣтЪϼтϼАϠЮϜм дмϸтϼϦ ϝв йтТ дмЛЎϦ амЊЯЮ ФмϸжЊ ϸϜϸПϠϠ ϝжЂϚϝжЪ сТ дмЪтЂ50,000 .ϸытвЮϜ ϸтК сТ ϤЯЛТ ϝвЪ ϤъϝϲЮϜ иϺлЮ  

 ϣтТмЊ ϣтϲмϼ ск ̪ϝжϦЂтжЪ ϣтжϝϲмϼï ̪дАмЮϝϠ АϝϠϦϼъϜ ϣтϲмϼм ̪ϢϸϝлІЮϜ ϣтжϝϲмϼ ̪ϣтжϜϸϮм  .ϝлϠ ШЂвϦжЯТ  

ШϼϝϠв амЊ 

мЪϝЂ ЬтϚϝТмϼ ЀтмЮ ЬϝжтϸϼЪЮϜ 

ϣтжϜϸЯЪЮϜ ϣЂтжЪЮϜ ШϼтϼАϠ 

 

https://acmrcia.org/blog/purification-and-enlightenment
https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/сϠϽК 

10:00  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 
      12:00 PM     Chaldean/ϨϼнЂ 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  
    10:00 AM      Chaldean/ϨϼнЂ 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE  AND  WEEKLY  INFORMATION  

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

Z NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES   

      First and third Wednesday of  every even month 

                    from  7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

Z MARRIAGE CLASSES     

      First four Thursdays of every even month  

      from 7:00-10:00 pm For more  

      information please visit:  

www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep 

 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES 

SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS 

APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO                       

ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE 

     

FINANCIAL  STATUS 

Sunday Goal:                           $8,000 

Sunday Collection (February 17):                $6,220    

Over/(Under):                                       $(1,780) 

 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:  $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (Jan):                $3,255 

Over/(Under):                                               $(745) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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    SAINT OF THE WEEK  

Saint John of God 

Having given up active Christian belief while a soldier, John was 40 before the depth of his sinfulness be-
gan to dawn on him. He decided to give the rest of his life to Godôs service, and headed at once for Africa 
where he hoped to free captive Christians and, possibly, be martyred. 

He was soon advised that his desire for martyrdom was not spiritually well based, and returned to Spain 
and the relatively prosaic activity of a religious goods store. Yet he was still not settled. Moved initially by a 
sermon of Saint John of Avila, he one day engaged in a public beating of himself, begging mercy and wildly 
repenting for his past life. 

Committed to a mental hospital for these actions, John was visited by Saint John, who advised him to be 
more actively involved in tending to the needs of others rather than in enduring personal hardships. John 
gained peace of heart, and shortly after left the hospital to begin work among the poor. 

He established a house where he wisely tended to the needs of the sick poor, at first doing his own begging. 
But, excited by the saintôs great work and inspired by his devotion, many people began to back him up with 
money and provisions. Among them were the archbishop and marquis of Tarifa. 

Behind Johnôs outward acts of total concern and love for Christôs sick poor was a deep interior prayer life 
which was reflected in his spirit of humility. These qualities attracted helpers who, 20 years after Johnôs 
death, formed the Brothers Hospitallers, now a worldwide religious order. 

John became ill after 10 years of service, but tried to disguise his ill health. He began to put the hospitalôs 

administrative work into order and appointed a leader for his helpers. He died under the care of a spiritual 

friend and admirer, Lady Ana Ossorio. 

Reflection 

The utter humility of John of God, which led to a totally selfless dedication to others, is most impressive. 

Here is a man who realized his nothingness in the face of God. The Lord blessed him with the gifts of pru-

dence, patience, courage, enthusiasm, and the ability to influence and inspire others. He saw that in his 

early life he had turned away from the Lord, and, moved to receive his mercy, John began his new com-

mitment to love others in openness to Godôs love. 

Saint John of God is the Patron Saint of: 

Booksellers 

Firefighters 

Heart Patients 

Hospitals 

Nurses 

Printers 

Sick 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH  

Why do we fast?  

We fast because Jesus commanded us to fast and pray. There are spiritual and physical benefits to fast-

ing. As far as spiritual benefits fasting makes our prayer sincerer, it reminds us of our need for God, it is 

necessary for casting out some demons, it brings joy to God, it is an aid against sin and temptation, it 

brings about discipline, and fasting also helps us make reparation for our sins and those of others.  

Why does fasting bring joy to God?  

God takes pleasure when we emulate Him and His earthly life. God set the perfect example on this Earth 

when He took on flesh and became Jesus. Christ fasted in the desert for forty days and suffered through 

temptation because He wanted to show us who He is. He was born as a baby in a manger and showed 

His littleness. He wanted to remind us that even when we are at our peak strength in life we must remain 

very little. God the Father is pleased to see us emulate His Son.  

How does fasting help in casting out demons?  

Demons and the demonic only have power over a person who is enslaved to some sin. Fasting helps free 

us by helping us control our desires. When we are ruled by the Spirit and not by the desires of the flesh 

we can even tell demons to leave a person. That is why Jesus said that some demons can only be cast out 

by prayer and fasting (see the Scripture of the Week.) Fasting allows the Holy Spirit to work in us with-

out hindrance. When we forgo eating we get a sense of desire and longing for food. If we donôt immedi-

ately sate our hunger we begin to reflect on the nature of that desire and we can see that our hearts de-

sire something more. We desire food that will fill us up forever. This leads us to Jesus in the Eucharist.  

How is fasting an aid against sin and temptation?  

Sin is acting on a desire that is evil with evil intent. Most sins we commit we do so out of habit. We rein-

force that behavior by acting on the impulse to sin by sinning. In many ways food and hunger play a very 

similar role. When we control our desire for food without immediately gratifying it we are breaking a cy-

cle. Breaking this cycle can help us break the cycles of sin we find ourselves in. Similarly this builds disci-

pline. When faced with temptation, if we have fasted, we know that acting on our desires isnôt necessary 

or even good and we can reject it. Building a habit of fasting is building discipline and will take us a long 

way in becoming more moral people.  

Pray for spiritual protection during Lent with this prayer 

Defend us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, from all dangers of mind and body. And through the intercession 

of the blessed and glorious Mary, ever Virgin, Mother of God, of St. Joseph, of Thy Holy Apostles Peter 

and Paul, and of all the saints, in Thy loving kindness grant us safety and peace; that, all adversities 

and errors being overcome, Thy Church may serve Thee in security and freedom.  
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THE GOOD NEWS  

 


