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If we pray and reflect on how the devil works against the church we can see his
tactics. Since Adam and Eve, the devil has attacked the family, which is the
core and foundation of society and the church.
When there’s a war, like the two world wars that happened in the first half of
the 20th century, there’s an enemy and it’s easier to name the evil and fight
against it. During communism in Eastern Europe, there an anti-Christ focused
government; it’s easier to name the evil..
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Today, however, it’s much more difficult to name the evil, to put a person or
idea or government and say “that’s the evil.” Yet, in 2018, the church is in the
worst place in 2,000 years. Why? Because the attack from the devil is on the
family. Every man, father, and husband is under attack by secularism and an
overtly sexualized society.

E-mail:
Ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com

ONLINE GIVING

(Continued on page 2)

Mother of God Parish offers online giving
a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
manage contributions online or continue
having your offering envelopes mailed to
you. To sign up for online giving please visit
our website at

سر التثبيت

التثبيت هو أحد أسرار العهد الجديد السبعة يقبل به المعمد الروح القدس بواسطة وضع
، ويعترف في العلن بإيمانه بشجاعة. ليتقوى في حياته الفائقة الطبيعة.األيدي والمسح والصالة
 وهذا.”ويقول عنه القديس توما بأنه “سر اكتمال النعمة” “السر الذي به يعطى المعمد قوة روحية
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  فلكي نفهم بصورة كتابية هذا السر علينا.السر يطبع طابعا ً (وسما ً) ال يمحى كالعماد وسر الكهنوت
 مميزة عن نعمة التوبة، والروح القدس يُعطي كعطية خاصة،أن نفهم قبل ذلك الهوت الروح القدس
Stay in touch with your parish on
.والعماد
FACEBOOK

Mother of God Chaldean Catholic Church

 للذي تعمد وتُدخله في.” “ختم،” “مسحة،” “وضع اليد،”هذه العطية تدعى في اللغة الكتابية “نُصح
 وألن نعمة المسيح هي نعمة.شركة عطية العنصرة النبوية (المواهبية والكارزمية) التي في الكنيسة
 من، في العماد، وكما أن هذه النعمة تقلع اإلنسان. ال فقط نعمة المشاركة في موت المسيح،التجسد
 فإن نعمة التثبيت يجب أن تظهر في العالم لتحمل مسؤولية هذا العالم،شريعة الخطيئة والموت
 إن نعمة التثبيت هي حقا للكنيسة نعمة لتقوم برسالتها تجاه العالم.بالذات في سبيل تجليه المجيد
 هللا وحده يقرر ذلك. فما هو دور كل منا ومهمته الخاصة في نشر هذه النعمة.ولتعلن له تمجيده اآلتي
بدعوة خاصة وبتوزيع عطايا الروح (مواهب) التي ليست سوى أجزاء مختارة لتجلي الروح الوحيد
.الفريد الذي يقبله الكل في التثبيت
)2 (التتمة في الصفحة
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Jesus saw it coming 2,000 years ago, if the devil wants to succeed, he needs to attack the shepherd. Men need to be the
leaders of their family, leaders of faith in the community, and we’re not. In general, men need to be dragged to church.
Even the priesthood is under attack.
So, how do we embrace and encourage authentic masculinity? It’s not who can do the most pushups, who has the most
money or nicest car, who can “conquer” the most women, or any other lies from the devil. Masculinity is a reflection of
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, a shepherd who laid down his life for us; when we defend the souls in our care, even with our
own lives, then the family is stonefly founded and can flourish.
Jesus extends his manhood and his shepherding to all men. The devil hates that. But we need to fight against the enemy
and find victory in Jesus. Embrace your responsibility; lay it at the foot of the cross.
Fr. Pierre Konja

)التتمة من الصفحة )1

في الكتاب المقدس نرى برهانا ً غير مباشر على وضع المسيح لهذا السر .في العهد القديم تنبأ األنبياء على عهد المسيح اآلتي وعالمته بأن هللا سيفيض
روحه على البشرية كلها (يوئيل  ،2/28أع ،2/17اش ،5-44/3حز .)39/29وبعدهم وعد المسيح رسله (يو ،16/17 ،26 ،14/16ل ،24/49أع.)1/5
وسائر المؤمنين (يو ،)7/38بالروح القدس ،الذي ارسله لهم يوم العنصرة محققا وعده بالنسبة إلى الجماعة المسيحية األولى( .أع“ .)2/4امتأل كلهم من
الروح القدس وطفقوا يتكلمون بلغات أخرى كما آثرهم الروح أن ينطقوا”.
وقام الرسل بعدئذ بمنح المعتمدين موهبة الروح القدس على شكل طقس خارجي يقوم بوضع اليد (أع )8/14وما يلي“ .ولما سمع الرسل الذين في اورشليم
أن أهل السامرة قد قبلوا كلمة هللا أرسلوا إليهم بطرس ويوحنا فانحدرا وصليا ألجلهم لكي ينالوا الروح القدس ،ألنه لم يكن قد حل على أحد منهم سوى أنهم
كانوا قد أعتمدوا باسم الرب يسوع .فوضع حينئذ بطرس ويوحنا أيديهما عليهم فنالوا الروح القدس” .وفي أع 19/6أن القديس بولس قد أنزل الروح القدس
بالرتبة عينها على أثني عشر تلميذا ً في أفسس كانوا قد تعمدوا .وفي الرسالة إلى العبرانيين  6/2إن وضع األيدي لقبول الروح القدس مع العماد من أساس
الديانة المسيحية.
يظهر من كل ذلك أن التثبيت هو سر )1(:استعمل الرسل في منحه طقسا ً للسر يقوم بوضع األيدي والصالة )2( .كان مفعول هذا الطقس الخارجي منح
الروح القدس مبدأ التقديس الباطني وفي أع 8/18يظهر أن بين وضع األيدي ونزول الروح القدس عالقة سببية )3( .وكان الرسل يقومون بهذا العمل على
أمر من المسيح .والمسيح نفسه كان قد وعد جميع المؤمنين بإرسال الروح القدس إليهم فال شك أنه أعطى رسله لذلك تعليما عن معنى إرسال الروح القدس
وطريقة منحه .وقام الرسل وهم وكالء المسيح وخدام أسرار هللا (1كور )4/1بطقس وضع األيدي قيام الواثق المطمئن إلى ما يعمل ،مما يوحي على أن
هناك أمراً من المسيح صدر لهم بذلك.
في الطقوس الشرقية نجد بأن سر التثبيت متصل بالعماد أتصاالً وثيقا ً .وهذه كانت الحالة في العصور األولى للمسيحية ولكن ليس كذلك في الطقس
الروماني -الالتيني الذي يفصل سر العماد عن التثبيت.
فترتليانوس يرى في العماد استعدادا ً لقبول الروح “ليس أننا نقبل الروح القدس في الماء بل نتطهر في الماء ونتأهب للروح القدس” .فبعد العماد يمسح
الجسم كله (مسحة العماد) ،ثم توضع األيدي “تخرج من غسل الماء لتمسح مسحة مقدسة” .وبعد ذلك يجري وضع اليدين الذي به يدعى الروح القدس
وتنزل علينا بكلمة البركة .ومفعول هذا الطقس هو منح الروح القدس .ويعدد ترتليانوس الطقوس التالية -العماد ،المسح ،عالمة الصليب ،وضع األيدي،
تناول األوخارستيا.
المطران شليمون وردوني
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Pastoral Associate Job Opening at Mother of God Church
The pastoral associate will have a strong focus on parish operations, fundraising, ministries and
parish public relations. This person will collaborate closely with the pastor, under his supervision
and with other members of parish staff. This is an ideal position for a professional who wants to
serve Jesus and the parish, and is looking to make a positive impact. This person must be highly
organized, self-motivated, willing to work in a fast-paced environment, and comfortable
communicating with various groups and organizations.

Areas of Focus
Operations:






Build and maintain relationships with members of other parishes within the Eparchy.
Coordinate and manage all daily parish activities and programs.
Organize, coordinate, and manage all major parish fundraisers including: Golf Outing, Mother/Daughter
fashion show, Christmas dinner/concert. Christmas and Palm Sunday breakfasts, Halloween party.
Responsible for weekly parish bulletin, advertisement, updating parish website, and all social media.
Assist and attend to the needs of other parish ministries and projects.

Candidate Requirements:











Disciple of Jesus.
Proficient in English and Arabic (Chaldean is a plus).
Possess great people skills and ability to work with others.
Flexible hours (evenings and weekends)
Organized and detail oriented.
Have project management skills, and is able to make decisions and assume responsibility.
Proficient in Microsoft office.
Familiar with social media outlets.
Exercise confidentiality.
Able to think creatively about a variety of challenges and apply his/her organizational skills accordingly.

If interested please send your resume to ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com or contact the church office and
speak to Fr. Pierre Konja.
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Why Do We Complicate Things?

Sixth Week of Lent

- Matthew Kelly
So if one of the great obstacles of living an authentic life—of becoming more perfectly yourself—is
just the sheer way we complicate things, I do think it's important for us to ask ourselves, why do we
complicate things? Why do we complicate our lives? Why do we complicate situations? Why do we
complicate projects at work? Why do we complicate things?
The answer is because we lack clarity. We lack clarity of purpose.
If you ask most people, “What is the meaning of life? What are you here for?” most people don't
know. They can't articulate it, or they're not clear about it, or whatever else. But I think the central
concept that God has this incredible dream, he wants you to become the -best-version-of-yourself, and
he wants you to do that by growing in virtue and living a holy life . . . Once you have that central
theme, a lot of other things fall into place because it gives purpose. It gives purpose. And from purpose, comes clarity. And clarity is a very unique form of liberation.
And so, why do we complicate stuff? We complicate stuff because we're not clear about who we are,
and what we're here for, and what matters most, and what matters least. God wants to give you that
clarity, because that's what love does. Love rearranges our priorities. God wants to rearrange our priorities because he loves us more than we can even begin to fathom. God wants to put our lives in order because he wants us to experience that lasting happiness in a changing world that we all yearn for
even more than we can fathom.
When's the last time you really took making daily prayer a priority in your life? When's the last time
you really decided to make spiritual growth the number one priority of your life? And, what do you
think would happen if you did? Because, I tell you, you give that a try, and you're going to have joy
far beyond you ever thought was imaginable.

FOCUS: Getting clear about what we want is critical to simplifying our lives.
ACT: Get clear about who you are and who you are not, about what you do and what you don’t do. Ask the
question, “What am I here for?”
PRAY: God, grant me courage and clarity as I take on the challenges of the inner life.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART ONE
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
SECTION TWO
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH
CHAPTER THREE
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
ARTICLE 9
"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC
CHURCH"
Paragraph 4. CHRIST'S FAITHFUL HIERARCHY, LAITY, CONSECRATED
LIFE

Paragraph 5. THE
COMMUNION OF
SAINTS
946 After confessing "the
holy catholic Church," the
Apostles' Creed adds "the
communion of saints." In a
certain sense this article is a
further explanation of the
preceding: "What is the
Church if not the assembly of
all the saints?"477 The
communion of saints is the
Church.

947 "Since all the faithful form one body, the good of each
is communicated to the others.... We must therefore believe
that there exists a communion of goods in the Church. But
the most important member is Christ, since he is the
II. THE LAY FAITHFUL
head.... Therefore, the riches of Christ are communicated to
all the members, through the sacraments."478 "As this
IN BRIEF 940 "The characteristic of the lay state being a life led in Church is governed by one and the same Spirit, all the
the midst of the world and of secular affairs, lay people are called by
goods she has received necessarily become a common
God to make of their apostolate, through the vigor of their Christian fund."479
spirit, a leaven in the world" (AA 2 # 2).
941 Lay people share in Christ's priesthood: ever more united with
him, they exhibit the grace of Baptism and Confirmation in all
dimensions of their personal family, social and ecclesial lives, and so
fulfill the call to holiness addressed to all the baptized.
942 By virtue of their prophetic mission, lay people "are called . . . to
be witnesses to Christ in all circumstances and at the very heart of the
community of mankind" (GS 43 # 4).

948 The term "communion of saints" therefore has two
closely linked meanings: communion in holy things
(sancta)" and "among holy persons (sancti).
"Sancta sancti's! ("God's holy gifts for God's holy people")
is proclaimed by the celebrant in most Eastern liturgies
during the elevation of the holy Gifts before the
distribution of communion. the faithful (sancta) are fed by
Christ's holy body and blood (sancta) to grow in the
communion of the Holy Spirit (koinonia) and to
communicate it to the world.

943 By virtue of their kingly mission, lay people have the power to
uproot the rule of sin within themselves and in the world, by their selfdenial and holiness of life (cf. LG 36).
I. COMMUNION IN SPIRITUAL GOODS

944 The life consecrated to God is characterized by the public
949 In the primitive community of Jerusalem, the disciples
profession of the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, and obedience, "devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
in a stable state of life recognized by the Church.
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the
prayers."480
945 Already destined for him through Baptism, the person who
Communion in the faith. the faith of the faithful is the faith
surrenders himself to the God he loves above all else thereby consecrates of the Church, received from the apostles. Faith is a
himself more intimately to God's service and to the good of the whole treasure of life which is enriched by being shared.
Church.
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday


5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES
First and third Wednesday of every even month from
7:30 - 9:30 pm.



Adoration
English Mass

Confession

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from
8:00 - 10:00 pm.

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$7,000

Sunday Collection (March 11):

$6,189

Over/(Under):

($811)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (January):

$5,283

Over/Under:

$1,283

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our Lent program Burning Hearts Lives of the Saints continues every Wednesday with
veneration of the saints relics, at 7pm at the church hall.
We will be cleaning and decorating the church on Saturday, March 24 preparing the church
for Palm Sunday and Holy week.
Please call the church office for more details at 248-356-0565.
We will be having a Palm Sunday procession few minutes before each mass starts.
Please join our Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast on Sunday, March 25 after the
10:00 am mass in the church hall.
Blessing of the Holy Oils mass (Chrism Mass) with Bishop Francis and all priests will be on
Tuesday, March 27 at 11:00 am.
There will be a second collection for our Chaldean seminarians during all Easter masses.
There will be a special blessing for all the couples who got married in 2017 on Sunday,
April 8 during the 10:00am mass.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
www.ourladyofchaldeans.com
8

