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       MARCH 24TH, 2019                           4TH OF LENT 

PARISH DIRECTORY  
 
Bishop Francis Kalabat 
Bishop of the Diocese  
of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit  

Fr. Sanharib Youkhanna 
Rector 

Fr. Patrick Setto 
Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Emanuel Rayes  
Retired in residence 

Linda Arabo  
Office Administrator 

Aiser Shammami 
Pastoral Associate  
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Tel: 248-356-0565   

Fax: 248-356-5235  

Stay in touch with your parish on 
FACEBOOK  

Mother of  God Chaldean Catholic Church 
 

        

ONLINE GIVING 

Mother of God Parish offers online giving                                                                                                                
a web based electronic contribution  
application that is safe and secure. you can 
manage contributions online or continue 
having your offering envelopes mailed to 
you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
our website at   

  
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 | 

Angels of Advent: Encountering the Annunciation 

Gabriel's visit to the Blessed Virgin Mary was all about love 

The unique truth of Christianity is that God reveals himself as Love. This love, St. Thom-
as Aquinas teaches, is the energy force that binds together the three persons of the Holy 
Trinity. It is also, as Dante has written, “the force that moves the sun and all the other 
stars.” 

The story of the Annunciation is probably the most familiar and famous account of an 
angelic encounter. The Virgin Mary is visited by Gabriel, the messenger from God, who 
invites her response to the news that she will bear God’s son. Her humble and simple “Let 
it be to me according to your word” echoes down through the ages as a response not of 
mindless submission, but of a simple love to the invitation by the greatest Love. 

The encounter has moved countless artists and writers to meditate further on the angel of 

the annunciation and the meaning of the angel’s message. In “The Annunciation,” the 

Scottish poet Edwin Muir recounts a contemplative moment brought on by one of the 

commonplace sights for any visitor to Rome — a plaque on a wall depicting a saint or a 

scene from Scripture: 

I remember stopping for a long time one day to look at a little plaque on the wall of a 

house in the Via degli Artisti [Rome], representing the Annunciation. An angel and a 

young girl, their bodies inclined toward each other, their knees bent as if they were over-

come by love, “tutto tremante,” gazed upon each other like Dante’s pair; and that repre-

sentation of a human love so intense that it could not reach farther seemed the perfect 

earthly symbol of the love that passes understanding.  

(Continued in page 2) 

 الرابع من الصوم: السرقة تجلب اللعنة

بعد أعجوبة عبور نهر األردن وبدء الدخول إلى أرض الميعاد واالنتصار الذي تحقق بسقوط اسوار أريحا واالستيالء 

عليها، يستهل الفصل السابع من سفر يشوع بن نون بانتكاسة وذلك بسبب المخالفة التي يرتكبها بنو إسرائيل حيث يأخذ 

م، فيغضب الرب على بني إسرائيل )يش  (.١، ٧عاكان بن كرمي بن زبدي زارح من سبط يهوذا من الُمَحرَّ  

ِّ )يش  (. فيتلجأ يشوع للرب مصلياً وطالباً منه أن ٥ـ  ٢، ٧ادت تلك االنتكاسة إلى هزيمة إسرائيل أمام رجال العي 

يخلص شعبه من أيدي أعدائه )يش ٧، ٦ ـ ٩(. يأتي جواب الرب )يش ٧، ١١ ـ ١٥( فاضحاً الخطيئة التي ارتكبها 

(. تُعد  هذه المخالفة اولى خطيئة يرتكبها ٢١ـ  ٢١. ١١، ٧إسرائيل، وهي السرقة واخفاء المسروق ضمن االمتعة )يش 

الشعب بعد دخوله ألرض الميعاد. إنها خطيئة ضد إحدى الوصايا العشر وهي “ال تسرق” )خر ٢١، ١٥؛ تث ٥، 

َم بين هللا وشعبه.١٩ (، وبالتالي هي تخطي صارخ للعهد الذي أُْبرِّ  

نعم سبب هزيمة إسرائيل امام أعدائه هو خطيئة السرقة واللعنة التي جلبته عليه. والحلُّ يكمن باستئصال الشر  من وسط 

، ويُرجم المذنب  الشعب كي يتنقى ويتطهر ويتقوى باإليمان. وهذا ما يحصل بالضبط في نهاية الفصل حيث يُقلع الشر 

(.٢٦ـ  ٢٥، ٧بالحجارة، ومن ثم يُحرق بالنار، ويُغطى بكومة من الحجارة )يش   

ال شك  أن هذا األسلوب قاسٌي جداً، والمحاكمة تخلو من الرحمة والمغفرة، والعقوبة ال يمكن القبول به إطالقاً في 

عصرنا هذا. لكن المهم هو المغزى من ذلك. المغزى هو ضرورة تحقيق العدالة، ومعاقبة المذنب، وإصالح المجتمع. 

والكل  بالطبع في كل زمان ومكان يتفق على هذا المبدأ، ال بل يتوق لتحقيق العدالة. إذن ال بد  من قلع الشر  من جذوره 

   )قارن: تث ٤٢، ٧( قبل أن ينمو ويستفحل فيفسد ويهلك كل شيء.
(2)التتمة في الصفحة   

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
http://saint-adday.com/bible/read.php?read=sanitation&book=exodus&sanitation=20&display=1
http://saint-adday.com/bible/read.php?read=sanitation&book=exodus&sanitation=20&display=1
http://saint-adday.com/bible/read.php?read=sanitation&book=deuteronomy&sanitation=24&display=1
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THE GOOD NEWS 
 Continued from page (1)  

 This is the deepest meaning of Gabriel’s visit to the Blessed Virgin Mary: it is the visit of God, whose love is so great that it will bear fruit in 
the incarnation of that love in the world. The truth is given witness by the Evangelist John who says, “God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, so that whoever believes in him will have eternal life.” 

This message from God to our world is not simply the message of an angel, but a message incarnate in a human person. Jesus Christ is God’s 
message of love in the world. Other religions may claim that their holy book is the message of the angel Gabriel. Catholics know that the true 
message of Gabriel is not a book of rules and regulations, but a person. If the message is a person, not just a rulebook, then that person invites 
us into a relationship. In Mary’s Son God’s love incarnate reaches out to us and demands a response. 

The reason why the scene of the annunciation is depicted so often in art and poetry is because art and poetry are the best ways to express the 
emotions that surround this extraordinary event. We may contemplate the event and analyze the event theologically, but in the end the annun-
ciation must be entered into by pondering with awestruck minds and hearts the true depth and astounding meaning of what took place. 

God entered this world not as a mighty warrior, vengeful judge or almighty creator but as an innocent child born of a young woman. Advent 
is therefore the time to meditate on this mystery and enter into this love not only with our minds but with our hearts.  

 

Muir’s encounter in Rome with that ordinary artwork inspired a poem that takes us to the mysterious heart of history’s greatest angel encoun-

ter. The angel and the girl are met. Earth was the only meeting place. For the embodied never yet Travelled beyond the shore of space. The 

eternal spirits in freedom go. See, they have come together, see, While the destroying minutes flow, Each reflects the other’s face Till heaven 

in hers and earth in his Shine steady there. He’s come to her From far beyond the farthest star, Feathered through time. Immediacy Of strang-

est strangeness is the bliss That from their limbs all movement takes. Yet the increasing rapture brings So great a wonder that it makes Each 

feather tremble on his wings. Outside the window footsteps fall Into the ordinary dayAnd with the sun along the wall Pursue their unreturning 

way. Sound’s perpetual roundabout Rolls its numbered octaves out And hoarsely grinds its battered tune. But through the endless afternoon 

These neither speak nor movement make, But stare into their deepening trance As if their gaze would never break. 

By Fr Dwight Longenecker   

 

 

(1)التتمة من الصفحة   
 

ا أَنا فأَقوُل لكم: َمن نَظَر إِلى امرأَة بَِشْهَوة، َزنى بِها في قَلبِه  لغة مشابهة لنص القراءة األولى نجدها في اإلنجيل حينما يقول: ٨٢ َسِمْعتُم أَنَّه قيل: ”ال تَْزنِ “ ٨٢ أَمَّ

وإِذا كانت يَُدَك اليُمنى .
 . ٨٢ فِإذا كانت عينَُك اليُمنى َحَجَر َعثَْرٍة لََك، فاقلَْعها وأَْلِقها عنك، فأَلَْن يَهِلَك عُْضٌو ِمن أَعضائَِك َخْيٌر لََك ِمن أَ ن يُلقى َجَسُدَك ُكلُّه في َجهنَّم. ٠٣

َحَجَر َعثَْرٍة لََك، فاقَطْعها وأَْلِقها عنك، فَألَْن يَهِلَك ُعضٌو ِمن أَعضائَِك َخيٌر لَك ِمن أَنيَذَهبَ  جسُدَك ُكلُّه إِلى جَ هنَّم” )مت ٦، ٢٧ ـ ٠١(. لو طبقنا هذا النص من اإلنجيل 

نجرا  مع الشر  أو التساهل معه باالحرفياً لغدونا كلنا من ذوي االحتياجات الخاصة بسبب قلعنا لعيوننا، وقطعنا أليدينا! العبرة مهمة من هذا التعليم وتكمن بعدم السماح 

من دون الرحمة، لقضى  وبأي شكٍل من االشكال. فالشر  أسوٌء وأخطٌر وأخبٌث من مرض السرطان، وينشر وينمو أسرع منه، وإن لم يُْستَأَصَل من جذوره وبشكٍل كاملٍ 

في نار الجحيم الذي وح خالل مدة قصيرة جداً ومن دون الرحمة والشفقة على جسم الذي اُبتلي به. يقضي السرطان على الجسد، أما الشر فيقضي على الجسد ويهلك الر

ه على التحرر من عبودية عدتال ينطفئ إلى األبد. وعليه ما ينبغي التركيز عليه بقراءتنا لهذا النص هو ضرورة كره الشر  وقلعه من جذوره، وذلك محبةً بالخاطئ ومسا

 الخطيئة ولعنتها، ونيل بركة هللا ورحمته.

 وسيطرة الشيطان على لشر  إذن النص بالرغم من قساوته، فكرته األساسية مهمة جداً لنا ولكل البشرية في كل زمان ومكان. إنه يدعونا التخاذ خطوات جريئة إلنهاء ا

جة ابتعادنا عن ايماننا، نتينفس اإلنسان. إنها دعوة إلصالح أنفسنا، واالعترا  بحقيقة أن مأساتنا ومصائبنا ليست دائماً بسبب اآلخرين، وإنما بالدرجة األولى هي 

 ومخالفتنا لوصايا هللا، وإلقاءنا باللوم على األخرين بدالً من اإلقرار بذنوبنا، واتخاذ خطوات جريئة وعملية لقلع الشر  من وسطنا.

قصد أو غير قصد. عن تمثل فترة الصوم فرصة ثمينة للتوبة واستئصال الشر  من وسطنا ومن قلوبنا، وطلب المغفرة من هللا والقريب على كل ما صدر منا من السوء  

كلمات جميلة جداً وعميقة للغاية ومستسقاة من الكتاب المقدس ترد في الطلبات الطقسية التي نرددها في فترة الصوم الكبير، وفيها يت م التأكيد على أن هللا ال يشاء بأن تهلك 

جبلته وتباد، وإنما أن تتوب وتحيا وتتقدس، لنختم تأملنا بها، وهي: “كي تصيروا له مملكة، يا أيها الكهنة والشعب المقدس، اطلبوا إلى الرب اإلله القوي، من كل 

قلوبكم، ومن كل نفوسكم. ألن هللا أب حنون ورحوم ورؤوف، وال يشاء أن تهلك جبلته وتباد، لكن أن ترجع إليه وتحيا أمامه. وال سيما يجب أن نصلي ونشكر، 

ـ آمين. ”دألبونسجد ونكرم هللا الواحد، اآلب المسجود له سيد الكل، الذي بمسيحه جعل لنا رجاًء صالحاً ألنفسنا، هو يكمل معنا نعمته ومراحمه إلى ا  

 

  األب ريبوار عوديش باسه

https://aleteia.org/author/fr-dwight-longenecker/
http://saint-adday.com/bible/read.php?read=sanitation&book=matthew&sanitation=5&display=1
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/عربي 

11:11  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 
      12:00 PM     Chaldean/سورث 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  
    10:00 AM      Chaldean/سورث 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION 

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES   

      First and third Wednesday of  every even month 

                    from  7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

 MARRIAGE CLASSES     

      First four Thursdays of every even month  

      from 7:00-10:00 pm For more  

      information please visit:  

www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep 

 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES 

SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS 

APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO                       

ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE 

     

FINANCIAL STATUS 

Sunday Goal:                           $8,000 

Sunday Collection (March 17th):                $ 7,026 

Over/(Under):                                        $(974) 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:            $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (Feb):               $1,392 

Over/(Under):                                              $(2,608) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

  

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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    SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Annunciation of the Lord 

The feast of the Annunciation, now recognized as a solemnity, was first celebrated in the fourth or fifth 
century. Its central focus is the Incarnation: God has become one of us. From all eternity God had decid-
ed that the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity should become human. Now, as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, 
the decision is being realized. The God-Man embraces all humanity, indeed all creation, to bring it to God 
in one great act of love. Because human beings have rejected God, Jesus will accept a life of suffering 
and an agonizing death: “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 
15:13). 

Mary has an important role to play in God’s plan. From all eternity, God destined her to be the mother of 
Jesus and closely related to him in the creation and redemption of the world. We could say that God’s 
decrees of creation and redemption are joined in the decree of Incarnation. Because Mary is God’s in-
strument in the Incarnation, she has a role to play with Jesus in creation and redemption. It is a God-
given role. It is God’s grace from beginning to end. Mary becomes the eminent figure she is only by 
God’s grace. She is the empty space where God could act. Everything she is she owes to the Trinity. 

Mary is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 in a way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She is 
united with her son in carrying out the will of God (Psalm 40:8-9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38). 

Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced Mary is the link between heaven and earth. She is the 

human being who best, after Jesus, exemplifies the possibilities of human existence. She received into 

her lowliness the infinite love of God. She shows how an ordinary human being can reflect God in the or-

dinary circumstances of life. She exemplifies what the Church and every member of the Church is meant 

to become. She is the ultimate product of the creative and redemptive power of God. She manifests what 

the Incarnation is meant to accomplish for all of us. 

Reflection 

Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary on a pedestal and thereby, discouraging ordi-

nary humans from imitating her. Perhaps such an observation is misguided. God did put Mary on a ped-

estal and has put all human beings on a pedestal. We have scarcely begun to realize the magnificence 

of divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely given love. The marvel of Mary—even in the midst of her very 

ordinary life—is God’s shout to us to wake up to the marvelous creatures that we all are by divine design. 
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NEW PARISH COUNCIL  

Dear Parishioners, 

 

Mother of God Parish is looking for new members for the 2019 - 2021 Parish Council 
term, as the current Parish Council term is coming to an end. We are looking 
for engaged, committed, approachable and friendly parishioners to fill these positions. 
 
The responsibilities of the Parish Council members are, but not limited to: 
 

 

Mother of God is a busy and involved parish and we thrive most when our parishioners 
take ownership and lead. 
 
We would like to thank in advance all of those that apply for a position because this 
work is so crucial to the day-to-day activity of our parish. If interested in a position, please 
email the Pastoral Council at ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com 

 
Thank you, 
 
Rector  
Rev. Sanharib Youkhanna 
 
Associate Pastor  
Rev. Patrick Setto 

- Welcoming parishioners at the Church entrance as they come for mass 

- Helping seat people at big events and masses such as ordinations and big feasts 

days 

- Sunday collections 

- Running, setting  up and taking down MOG events, fundraisers  such as the 

 Annual Golf Outing, Fashion Show, Christmas party, and more.  

- Assisting with finding sponsors and donors to help fund events, fundraisers and 

any other  

mailto:ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com
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THE GOOD NEWS 
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 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY 

 SECTION ONE THE 
SACRAMENTAL ECONOMY 

 CHAPTER TWO THE 
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

 Article 1 CELEBRATING THE 
CHURCH'S LITURGY 

 IV. Where is the Liturgy Celebrated? 
 

1179 The worship "in Spirit and in truth"53 of the New 
Covenant is not tied exclusively to any one place. the 
whole earth is sacred and entrusted to the children of 
men. What matters above all is that, when the faithful 
assemble in the same place, they are the "living stones," 
gathered to be "built into a spiritual house."54 For the 
Body of the risen Christ is the spiritual temple from 
which the source of living water springs forth: 
incorporated into Christ by the Holy Spirit, "we are the 
temple of the living God."55 

1180 When the exercise of religious liberty is not 
thwarted,56 Christians construct buildings for divine 
worship. These visible churches are not simply gathering 
places but signify and make visible the Church living in 
this place, the dwelling of God with men reconciled and 
united in Christ. 

1181 A church, "a house of prayer in which the 
Eucharist is celebrated and reserved, where the faithful 
assemble, and where is worshipped the presence of the 
Son of God our Savior, offered for us on the sacrificial 
altar for the help and consolation of the faithful - this 
house ought to be in good taste and a worthy place for 
prayer and sacred ceremonial."57 In this "house of God" 
the truth and the harmony of the signs that make it up 
should show Christ to be present and active in this 
place.58 

1182 The altar of the New Covenant is the Lord's 
Cross,59 from which the sacraments of the Paschal 
mystery flow. On the altar, which is the center of the 
church, the sacrifice of the Cross is made present under 
sacramental signs. the altar is also the table of the Lord, 
to which the People of God are invited.60 In certain 
Eastern liturgies, the altar is also the symbol of the tomb 
)Christ truly died and is truly risen(. 

1183 The tabernacle is to be situated "in churches in a 

most worthy place with the 
greatest honor."61 The 
dignity, placing, and 
security of the Eucharistic 
tabernacle should foster 
adoration before the Lord 
really present in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the altar.62  
The sacred chrism )myron(, 
used in anointings as the 
sacramental sign of the seal 
of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, is traditionally 
reserved and venerated in a 
secure place in the 
sanctuary. the oil of 
catechumens and the oil of 
the sick may also be placed there. 

1184 The chair )cathedra( of the bishop or the priest 
"should express his office of presiding over the assembly 
and of directing prayer."63  
The lectern )ambo(: "The dignity of the Word of God 
requires the church to have a suitable place for 
announcing his message so that the attention of the 
people may be easily directed to that place during the 
liturgy of the Word."64 

1185 The gathering of the People of God begins with 
Baptism; a church must have a place for the celebration 
of Baptism )baptistry( and for fostering remembrance of 
the baptismal promises )holy water font(.  
The renewal of the baptismal life requires penance. A 
church, then, must lend itself to the expression of 
repentance and the reception of forgiveness, which 
requires an appropriate place to receive penitents.  
A church must also be a space that invites us to the 
recollection and silent prayer that extend and internalize 
the great prayer of the Eucharist. 

1186 Finally, the church has an eschatological 
significance. To enter into the house of God, we must 
cross a threshold, which symbolizes passing from the 
world wounded by sin to the world of the new Life to 
which all men are called. the visible church is a symbol 
of the Father's house toward which the People of God is 
journeying and where the Father "will wipe every tear 
from their eyes."65 Also for this reason, the Church is the 
house of all God's children, open and welcoming. 

 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GM
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GN
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GO
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GP
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GQ
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GR
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GS
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GT
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GU
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GV
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GW
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GX
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3A.HTM#$1GY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Burning Hearts: Lives of the Saints talk presented by Father Patrick Setto, will be about St. 

Benedict and the Benedictine Medal. On Wednesday, March 27th, at 7 pm in the church hall.  

 

Mother of God parish is looking for dedicated members who feel the call to serve 

 the church as a parish council member. If you are interested  

please contact the parish office or email ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com 

 

Our diocese is excited to announce that two of our seminarians,  

Kevin Yono and Marcus Shammami will be ordained Deacons by Bishop Francis 

 on Sunday,  April 7th at 6:11 pm at St. Thomas Chaldean Catholic Church in West Bloomfield. 

Please continue praying for vocations.  

 

Special blessing mass for those with Autism and their families will be  

on Sunday, April 7 @ 11:11 am mass  

 

  

 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce” 
Proverbs 3:9 

Easy * Fast * Secure 
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