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5TH OF LENT

PARISH DIRECTORY

Almsgiving is not an investment strategy

Bishop Francis Kalabat

While it's true that God cannot be outdone in generosity, be careful what you mean by
that.
If I offered to teach you how to oblige God to owe you money, would you be interested?
You might object: “Oh, Father! That’s impossible! If you try to oblige God to do anything
on your behalf—that’s magic, not faith; that’s presumption, not hope.”
And you’d be right, of course.
But that doesn’t stop some fundraisers for “the business of Churchianity” from saying something like this: “No one can outdo God in generosity!” (The response of an
intelligent child would be, “Duh! Of course not!”) The implication in the rest of the
pitch runs like this: “If you give x-amount of money to our ministry/apostolate/parish/worthy cause, you’ve obligedGod to give back to you even more—
because no one can outdo God in generosity!”
It’s all a manipulative scam, of course. Sadly, in a materialist, consumerist, narcissistic
culture, even the penitential season of Lent can be repackaged as a season of selfpromotion. (I wrote about that at the start of Lent HERE.) The three traditional practices
of Lent — prayer, fasting and almsgiving — can all be subverted. I’ve already written this
Lent about prayer (HERE) and fasting (HERE). This week, let’s talk about almsgiving.
“Alms” comes from the Greek word, “eleēmosýnē,” meaning pity, compassion or
mercy. It’s any act of material benefit given to those in need. Traditionally, Lenten
alms are given over and above one’s usual charitable donations. The saints praised
almsgiving, regardless of one’s place on the financial ladder. One has to make use of
the virtue of prudence when distributing alms, so that what is donated does not cause
harm to the recipient. As early as the Apostolic Constitutions, Christians are warned:
“Alms must not be given to the malicious, the intemperate, or the lazy; lest a premium should be set on vice” (Const. Apost., ii, 1-63; iii, 4-6).
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ب قصير
ِ  َحب ُل الكذ:الخامس من الصوم

Stay in touch with your parish on
FACEBOOK

 يتحالف جميع الملوك الساكنون في عبر األردن ليقاتلوا إسرائيل (يش،بعد الهزائم التي ألحقها يشوع بن نون بأعدائه
 ولهذا يتجنبون التحالفات والحروب ويختارون، أما سكان ِجبْعون فأنهم يدركون ضعفهم أمام إسرائيل.)٢  ـ١ ،٩
 يقع يشوع والرؤساء والشعب.)١٣  ـ٣ ،٩ عوضا ً عن ذلك طريق االحتيال والخداع والتنكر لمواجهة الخطر (يش
 ليكتشفوا بعد ثالثة،)١١  ـ١١ ،٩  فيسالموا سكان جبعون ويقطعوا معهم العهد ويحلفوا لهم (يش،اليهودي في هذا الفخ
 ـ١١ ،٩  إله إسرائيل (يش، وال يستطيعون ان يضربوا هؤالء المخادعين بسبب الحلف باسم الرب،أيام بأنهم قد ُخ ِدعُوا
) حيث يسمح الشعبُ اإلسرائيلي لسكان جبعون بأن٢٢  ـ١٩ ،٩  الح ّل لهذه المشكلة يأتي في نهاية الفصل (يش.)١١
.يبقوا معهم ليجمعوا الحطب ويسقوا الماء للجماعة ولمذبح الرب
 ونسيانه للرب وعدم الرجوع، واعتماده على ذاته وعلى نجاحاته،وقوع اسرائيل في هذا الفخ هو بسبب تصرفه التلقائي
 الشعب اليهودي.)١١ ،٩ الرب” (يش
َّ  ولم يَست َطلِعوا،اس مِ ن زادِهم
ُ َّ “فأ َ َخذَ الن: حيث نقرأ في النص هذه الكلمات،إليه
. ويحلف باسم الرب من دون الرجوع إليه واالستماع لتعاليمه وارشاداته،يقطع عهدا ً مع شعب ال يعرفه
 وبما أنه لم يقم بذلك. كان ينبغي عليه استشارة الرب.اللوم األكبر بطبيعة الحال يقع على قائد الشعب يشوع بن نون
 فتذمر الشعب عليه! لكن القصة تنتهي بنهاية جميلة وتبين الصفات القيادية،ع وأصبح ضحية خطوات قام بها بنفسه
َ ُخ ِد
 وذلك بفضل الحكمة التي وهبها،ليشوع بن نون الذي يدرك خطئه ويصلح الموقف حيث يُخرج من الشر خيرا ً لشعبه
.هللا إياه ليجعل ممن خدعوه هو وشعبه خدما ً لهم ولمذبح الرب
)2 (التتمة في الصفحة
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Note how there’s no reference to obligating God to provide a return on what’s a donation and not an investment. No reference to selfbenefit. So … what’s the “pay-off” for almsgiving ? That’s the wrong question, isn’t it? It’s like asking, “What’s the pay-off for love?”
St. Leo the Great tells us:
There is no more profitable practice as a companion to holy and spiritual fasting than that of almsgiving … The person who shows love and
compassion to those in any kind of affliction is blessed, not only with the virtue of good will, but also with the gift of peace … in the matter
of almsgiving not only the rich and affluent but also those of average means and the poor are able to play their part. Those who are unequal
in their capacity to give can be equal in the love within their hearts.
Generosity, motivated by love, motivated by gratitude from a loved sinner who by God’s grace can imitate (and not obligate) God’s compassion—that’s the source of almsgiving as a Lenten practice. We who live in a fallen world are prone to selfishness. Almsgiving, as an act
of Christian charity, works as a purge against selfishness. Almsgiving without conversion is useless, as St. John of Kronstadt warns us:
Almsgiving is good and salutary when to it is united the amendment of the heart from pride, malice, envy, slothfulness, indolence, gluttony,
fornication, falsehood, deceitfulness, and other sins. But if the man is not careful to amend his heart, trusting only to his alms, then he will
obtain but little benefit from them, for he builds with one hand and destroys with the other.
There are very many worthy causes for a Christian to support with alms during Lent. There are also a lot of scams out there too. People who
have been blessed with resources have an obligation to be good stewards of what’s been entrusted to them, and must exercise due diligence,
so as not to donate to a fraudulent cause. It should also be said that we have resources that can’t be shared by means of cash, check, or credit
card. We have resources of heart, hospitality, and hands. Are we alert to how we can give of ourselves to those in need? Are we willing to
inconvenience ourselves in the service of others?
Remember that after the Angel Gabriel left the Virgin Mother Mary, Mary went immediately to visit her pregnant cousin, Elizabeth. She
didn’t send a check to Elizabeth’s Baby Registry on Amazon—no, she traveled to spend time with her cousin when travelling was difficult,
exhausting, even dangerous. In response to God’s generous initiative, Our Lady imitated God and gave of herself.
I think that is a good example that is hard to improve on for Lent. What will you do today to prove to God that you are grateful for your
blessings?
Fr Robert McTeigue, SJ

(1 (التتمة من الصفحة
،اس مِ ن زادِهم
ُ َّ “فأ َ َخذَ الن: حيث نقرأ في النص هذه الكلمات، ونسيانه للرب وعدم الرجوع إليه، واعتماده على ذاته وعلى نجاحاته،وقوع اسرائيل في هذا الفخ هو بسبب تصرفه التلقائي
. ويحلف باسم الرب من دون الرجوع إليه واالستماع لتعاليمه وارشاداته، الشعب اليهودي يقطع عهدا ً مع شعب ال يعرفه.)١١ ،٩ الربّ ” (يش
َّ ولم يَستَطلِعوا
 فتذمر الشعب عليه! لكن،ع وأصبح ضحية خطوات قام بها بنفسه
َ  وبما أنه لم يقم بذلك ُخ ِد. كان ينبغي عليه استشارة الرب.اللوم األكبر بطبيعة الحال يقع على قائد الشعب يشوع بن نون
 وذلك بفضل الحكمة التي وهبها هللا إياه ليجعل،القصة تنتهي بنهاية جميلة وتبين الصفات القيادية ليشوع بن نون الذي يدرك خطئه ويصلح الموقف حيث يُخرج من الشر خيرا ً لشعبه
.ممن خدعوه هو وشعبه خدما ً لهم ولمذبح الرب
 وهكذا يتجلى بأن حبل. فأن خدعتهم لم تدوم ألكثر من ثالثة أيام حيث انكشفت لعبتهم،ٍ فإنهم بالرغم من تخطيطهم لكل تفاصيل الخدعة بدق ٍة فائقة،أما بالنسبة لمن سلكوا طريق الخداع
. وفي القصة رأينا كيف كان على ذلك الشعب المخادع دفع ثمن حيلته مدى حياته. أما نتائجه فعلى المرء أن يتحملها طوال حياته،قصير
الكذب
ٌ
، (البان يُخدع٢١ ،٣١  ويعقوب يُخدع)؛ تك، (البان يَخدع٢١ ،٢٩  (يعقوب يَخدع ويختلس البركة)؛ تك٢٢  تك:يسرد لنا الكتاب المقدس الكثير من القصص عن الخداع [قارن
:اإللهُ لِل َمرأَة
َّ  “فقا َل: فهي قصة اغواء الحيّة لحواء، أما القصة األولى عن الخداع في الكتاب المقدس.]١٩ ،١ ؛ مرا١٢ ،٢١  صم١ ؛١٢ ،١٩  صم١ ؛١١ ويعقوب يَخدع)؛ قض
ِ ُّالرب
«ت؟
ِ  »ماذا فَ َعل:ت ال َمرأَة
ِ غوتْني فأَكَلتُ «فقا َل
ُ  فت َف،غوتْها ال َحيَّةُ ِبحيلَتِها
َ َ سدَ (”»ال َح َّيةُ أ
َ َ  “ول ِكنِّي أَخشَى ع َلي ُكم أَن َيكونَ َمثَلُ ُكم َمث َ َل َح َّوا َء الَّتي أ: وعن هذا يقول ما بولس ما يلي.)١٣ ،٣ تك
.(٣ ،١١  كور٢) ”صفائِها لَدى ال َمسيح
َ بَصائ ُِر ُكم وتَت َ َح َّو َل
َ عن
 يقول كاتب سفر األمثال ما، وفي صالة للرب.)٢١ ،٢١ ؛٢٢ .٩ .١ ،١٩ ؛٢١ .١ ،١١ ؛ أم٢٢ ،١ ؛ تث١١ ،٢٢ كما يحذرنا الكتاب المقدس من الكذب وشهادة الزور )خر
٩
١
٢
َّ َ ب ِل ارز ْقني مِ ن،َقر وال الغِنى
:َقول
َ َين
َ  ال تُعطِ ني الف،َالم ال َكذِب
ِ  “ شَيئ:َم ِن «يلي
َ َ ِلئَالَّ أَشب ًع فأَج َحدَ وأ،الطعام ما َي ْكفيني
َ  أَب ِع ْد عنِّي الباطِ َل وك:سأَلتُكَ فال ت َمنَ ْعني ِإيَّاهما قَب َل أَن أَموت
»الربّ ؟
َّ .(٩  ـ٢ ،٣٢ سرق وأَعتدي على اْسم إِلهي” )أم
ِ َ أَو أَفتقر فأ
ً
 الرب يسوع بعد صومه أربعين يوما وأربعين ليلة يواجه الشيطان وكذبه وخدعه وتجاربه وينتصر عليه. فهو المخادع األكبر،إن الكذب والخداع من صفات الشيطان وطرقه الملتوية
 وال أن ننخدع بالمظاهر، وأال نقع في فخاخ الشيطان، وهكذا علينا ان نقتدي بربنا ومخلصنا يسوع المسيح.)١٣  ـ١٢ ،١  مر:؛ قارن١٣ ـ١ ،١ ؛ لو١١  ـ١ ،١ بقوة األيمان (مت
 فمن يؤمن باهلل ويسلك.) كي نستطيع مواجهة كل تجارب الشيطان وننتصر عليها بقوة اإليمان٣  مل١)  وأن نطلب دوما ً من الرب بأن يمنحا الحكمة كما وهبها للملك سليمان،المزيفة
. ولن يسقط ضحية أكاذيب الشيطان وأعوانه وحيلهم،طريقه ويطبق تعاليمه ال يكذب وال يخدع
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
11:11AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


Adoration
English Mass

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (March 24th):

$ 6,521

Over/(Under):

$(1,479)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (Feb):

$1,392

Over/(Under):

$(2,608)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Vincent Ferrer
The polarization in the Church today is a mild breeze compared with the tornado that ripped the Church apart during the lifetime of this
saint. If any saint is a patron of reconciliation, Vincent Ferrer is.
Despite parental opposition, he entered the Dominican Order in his native Spain at 19. After brilliant studies, he was ordained a priest by
Cardinal Peter de Luna—who would figure tragically in his life.
Of a very ardent nature, Vincent practiced the austerities of his Order with great energy. He was chosen prior of the Dominican house in
Valencia shortly after his ordination.
The Western schism divided Christianity first between two, then three, popes. Clement VII lived at Avignon in France, Urban VI in Rome.
Vincent was convinced the election of Urban was invalid, though Catherine of Siena was just as devoted a supporter of the Roman pope. In
the service of Cardinal de Luna, Vincent worked to persuade Spaniards to follow Clement. When Clement died, Cardinal de Luna was
elected at Avignon and became Benedict XIII.
Vincent worked for him as apostolic penitentiary and Master of the Sacred Palace. But the new pope did not resign as all candidates in the
conclave had sworn to do. He remained stubborn, despite being deserted by the French king and nearly all of the cardinals.
Vincent became disillusioned and very ill, but finally took up the work of simply “going through the world preaching Christ,” though he felt
that any renewal in the Church depended on healing the schism. An eloquent and fiery preacher, he spent the last 20 years of his life spreading the Good News in Spain, France, Switzerland, the Low Countries and Lombardy, stressing the need of repentance and the fear of coming judgment. He became known as the “Angel of the Judgment.”
Vincent tried unsuccessfully, in 1408 and 1415, to persuade his former friend to resign. He finally concluded that Benedict was not the true
pope. Though very ill, he mounted the pulpit before an assembly over which Benedict himself was presiding, and thundered his denunciation of the man who had ordained him a priest. Benedict fled for his life, abandoned by those who had formerly supported him. Strangely,
Vincent had no part in the Council of Constance, which ended the schism.

Reflection
The split in the Church at the time of Vincent Ferrer should have been fatal—36 long years of having two “heads.” We cannot imagine what
condition the Church today would be in if, for that length of time, half the world had followed a succession of popes in Rome, and half an
equally “official” number of popes in say, Rio de Janeiro. It is an ongoing miracle that the Church has not long since been shipwrecked on
the rocks of pride and ignorance, greed and ambition. Contrary to Lowell’s words, “Truth forever on the scaffold, wrong forever on the
throne,” we believe that “truth is mighty, and it shall prevail”—but it sometimes takes a long time.

Saint Vincent Ferrer is the Patron Saint of:
Builders
Businessmen
Reconciliation
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NEW PARISH COUNCIL
Dear Parishioners,

Mother of God Parish is looking for new members for the 2019 - 2021 Parish Council
term, as the current Parish Council term is coming to an end. We are looking
for engaged, committed, approachable and friendly parishioners to fill these positions.
The responsibilities of the Parish Council members are, but not limited to:
- Welcoming parishioners at the Church entrance as they come for mass
- Helping seat people at big events and masses such as ordinations and big feasts
days
- Sunday collections
- Running, setting up and taking down MOG events, fundraisers such as the
Annual Golf Outing, Fashion Show, Christmas party, and more.
- Assisting with finding sponsors and donors to help fund events, fundraisers and
any other
Mother of God is a busy and involved parish and we thrive most when our parishioners
take ownership and lead.
We would like to thank in advance all of those that apply for a position because this
work is so crucial to the day-to-day activity of our parish. If interested in a position, please
email the Pastoral Council at ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com

Thank you,
Rector
Rev. Sanharib Youkhanna
Associate Pastor
Rev. Patrick Setto
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF
THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION ONE THE
SACRAMENTAL ECONOMY
 CHAPTER TWO THE
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATION OF
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
 Article 1 CELEBRATING THE
CHURCH'S LITURGY
 IN BRIEF

IN BRIEF

1193 Sunday, the "Lord's
Day," is the principal day
for the celebration of the
Eucharist because it is the
day of the Resurrection. It is
the pre-eminent day of the
liturgical assembly, the day
of the Christian family, and
the day of joy and rest from
work. Sunday is "the
foundation and kernel of the
whole liturgical year" (SC
106).
1194 The Church, "in the
course of the year, . . .
unfolds the whole mystery
of Christ from his
Incarnation and Nativity through his Ascension, to
Pentecost and the expectation of the blessed hope of the
coming of the Lord" (SC 102 # 2).

1187 The liturgy is the work of the whole Christ, head
and body. Our high priest celebrates it unceasingly in
the heavenly liturgy, with the holy Mother of God, the
apostles, all the saints, and the multitude of those who
have already entered the kingdom.
1188 In a liturgical celebration, the whole assembly is
leitourgos, each member according to his own function.
the baptismal priesthood is that of the whole Body of
Christ. But some of the faithful are ordained through the
sacrament of Holy Orders to represent Christ as head of
the Body.

1195 By keeping the memorials of the saints - first of all
the holy Mother of God, then the apostles, the martyrs,
and other saints - on fixed days of the liturgical year, the
Church on earth shows that she is united with the liturgy
of heaven. She gives glory to Christ for having
accomplished his salvation in his glorified members;
their example encourages her on her way to the Father.

1189 The liturgical celebration involves signs and
symbols relating to creation (candles, water, fire),
human life (washing, anointing, breaking bread) and the
history of salvation (the rites of the Passover). Integrated
into the world of faith and taken up by the power of the
Holy Spirit, these cosmic elements, human rituals, and
gestures of remembrance of God become bearers of the
saving and sanctifying action of Christ.

1196 The faithful who celebrate the Liturgy of the Hours
are united to Christ our high priest, by the prayer of the
Psalms, meditation on the Word of God, and canticles
and blessings, in order to be joined with his unceasing
and universal prayer that gives glory to the Father and
implores the gift of the Holy Spirit on the whole world.
1197 Christ is the true temple of God, "the place where
his glory dwells"; by the grace of God, Christians also
become the temples of the Holy Spirit, living stones out
of which the Church is built.

1190 The Liturgy of the Word is an integral part of the
celebration. the meaning of the celebration is expressed
by the Word of God which is proclaimed and by the
response of faith to it.

1198 In its earthly state the Church needs places where
the community can gather together. Our visible
churches, holy places, are images of the holy city, the
heavenly Jerusalem, toward which we are making our
way on pilgrimage.

1191 Song and music are closely connected with the
liturgical action. the criteria for their proper use are the
beauty expressive of prayer, the unanimous participation
of the assembly, and the sacred character of the
celebration.

1199 It is in these churches that the Church celebrates
public worship to the glory of the Holy Trinity, hears the
word of God and sings his praise, lifts up her prayer,
and offers the sacrifice of Christ sacramentally present
in the midst of the assembly. These churches are also
places of recollection and personal prayer.

1192 Sacred images in our churches and homes are
intended to awaken and nourish our faith in the mystery
of Christ. Through the icon of Christ and his works of
salvation, it is he whom we adore. Through sacred
images of the holy Mother of God, of the angels and of
the saints, we venerate the persons represented.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
There will not be a Burning Hearts: Lives of the Saints lecture this Wednesday, April 3rd
Mother of God parish is looking for dedicated parishioners who feel the call to serve the Church as a parish
council member. If you are interested please contact the parish office or email
ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com
Special blessing mass for those with Autism and their families will be held on Sunday, April 7 @ 11:11 am mass
Our diocese is excited to announce that two of our seminarians, Kevin Yono and
Marcus Shammami, will be ordained Deacons by Bishop Francis on Sunday, April 7th at 6:11 pm
at St. Thomas Chaldean Catholic Church in West Bloomfield.
Join .CoM for a night of Eucharistic Adoration and Worship, on Monday, April 8 at 7:11 pm @ Mother of God
Church, followed by Fellowship gathering in the church hall.
Volunteers are needed for our annual Easter cleaning & decorating on Saturday, April 13th from 8am-1pm.
Volunteers will be helping to prepare the church for Palm Sunday and Holy week.
Please join us for our Annual Palm Sunday Breakfast on Sunday, April 14
after the 11:11 am mass in the church hall.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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