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Averse in the epistle to the Hebrews asserts that faith is “the substance of things
hoped for – the evidence of things not seen.” The resurrection of Jesus Christ is an
event forever hoped for, but it is also an event unseen.

Believers in the Shroud of Turin, however, insist that the Shroud is the substance of
this hope and the evidence of this unseen event. It is, they believe, the burial cloth of
Jesus Christ. It has been venerated as such for centuries, and since the 17th century,
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come to gaze on the Shroud; Benedict XVI said when he visited in 2010 that “we see,
as in a mirror, our suffering in the suffering of Christ”.
Sceptics pooh-pooh the whole story. They refer to the 1987 Carbon-14 dating and
say, “It’s medieval. Science has spoken. That settles it.” But the believers bounce back,
and year by year, as modern technology advances, more and more evidence
accumulates which causes anyone who reads the research to be sceptical of the
sceptics. The most recent claim – that the blood on the Shroud is from a torture
victim – has re-opened the debate.
The delicious irony is that it is our sceptical, scientific society that has empowered all
the new evidence.
(Continued on pages 2&3)
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THE GOOD NEWS
(The Shroud’s relationship with modern technology began in 1898 when Secondo Pia took the first photographs of the Shroud.
When he developed the negative he noticed that it showed a positive image of a human face. He concluded that the image itself was
therefore, in effect, a photographic negative. The question immediately arises, “If the Shroud is a medieval forgery how did they do
that?”

Professor Nicholas Allen of South Africa proposed that the materials and knowledge to produce a “photograph” existed in the Middle Ages. He then proceeded to produce a Shroud-like image on a piece of linen using his theoretical process. However, the imaging
expert Barrie Schwortz, not himself a Christian, has challenged Allen’s work, which he says only accounts for some of the Shroud’s
properties.

Like a tennis ball, the hypotheses are whacked back and forth. One scientist proposes a new idea of how the mysterious Shroud could
have been produced only to have another researcher argue that it was impossible.

In 1987 the Shroud was subjected to carbon-14 dating technology which dated it to the 13th century. Predictably, the result has been
criticised for a range of reasons. The most recent critique argues that the samples used for the 1987 test were taken from an edge of
the Shroud that was not simply patched in the middle ages, but patched with a difficult-to-detect interweaving. The Carbon-14 tests
(it is argued) were therefore compromised. A different sort of dating test was conducted by Giulio Fanti of Padua University in 2013.
This technology uses infra-red light and spectroscopy to measure the radiation intensity through wavelengths, and from these measurements a date can be calculated. Fanti’s method dated fibres from the Shroud to 300 BC–400 AD. Of course, there are critics who
argue that Fanti’s methods are unreliable.

There is now a mountain of evidence about the Shroud, but too many dismiss the possibility of the Shroud’s authenticity based on
the Carbon-14 dating alone. However, a good detective does not rely on one piece of evidence. Instead he gathers and weighs all the
facts. Here are the pieces of evidence which I find compelling.

1) The image. It is not a stain, nor is it painted on the Shroud. It is not burned on in a conventional heat application method. Instead
it is seared on to the cloth with a technology that has yet to be explained. Not only can scientists and historians not reproduce the
image using medieval technologies, they can’t reproduce it with modern technology.
Italian scientist Paolo DiLazzaro tried for five years to replicate the image and concluded that it was produced by ultraviolet light, but
the ultraviolet light necessary to reproduce the image “exceeds the maximum power released by all ultraviolet light sources available
today.” The time for such a burst “would be shorter than one forty-billionth of a second, and the intensity of the ultra violet light
would have to be around several billion watts.”
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2) The 3D capabilities of the image. The image of the man on the Shroud can be read by 3D imaging technology. Paintings fail
this test.

3) The evidence of crucifixion. The wounds of the crucified man are all consistent not only with Roman crucifixion, but the details of Jesus’ particular crucifixion – the scourging, the crown of thorns, no broken bones, and the wound in the side. In addition, medieval paintings show the nails in the palm of Christ’s hands, the Shroud shows the nail wounds in his wrists which is
anatomically correct. The flesh of the palms would not have supported the weight of the man’s body.

4) Geography. Pollen from the Shroud is not only from the Jerusalem area, but from Turkey and the other places the Shroud is
supposed to have resided. Dust from the area of the image by the knees and feet is from the area around Jerusalem.

5) The evidence of Jewish burial customs. The Shroud details are perfectly consistent with first-century Jewish burial customs.
There are even microscopic traces of the flowers that would have been used in the burial-flowers that grew locally and were
known to be used for burial. In addition, traces of the spices used for Jewish burial have been discovered.

6) The blood and the image. The bloodstains on the Shroud are real human blood, not paint. The flow of the blood accurately
reflects crucifixion and subsequent burial. The image was seared on the linen after the bloodstains. The fact that the bloodstains
retain their reddish colour is evidence that the blood came from a person under extreme duress. The most recent finding again
suggests that the crucified man was tortured. 7) The type of cloth. The cloth is consistent with fabrics from first-century Israel,
but not with medieval Europe. A forger would have had to not only forge the image, but would have had to have detailed knowledge of linen weaves of the first century and then not only reproduce it, but age it convincingly.

We are not obliged to believe in the Shroud; it is undeniably mysterious. Having said that, it is also mysterious how dismissive
most sceptics are. They cry out for scientific evidence, but when evidence is produced few really examine it closely. They simply
shrug and say, “Well, we just don’t know. Nothing has been proven. All we have is an old cloth for which there is no explanation
as yet.” One of the principles of creative scepticism is that the obvious answer is usually the right one. The obvious answer, to
my mind, is that the Shroud of Turin is the burial cloth of Jesus Christ.

I believe the Shroud is authentic, but if sceptics come up with a convincing answer to the questions the Shroud presents I am
open-minded. My faith is rooted in the Resurrection, not the Shroud itself. The fact that the Shroud remains a mystery is a reminder of that other verse from the New Testament that “we walk by faith and not by sight.”

catholicherald.co.uk
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday


NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES
First and third Wednesday of every even month from
7:30 - 9:30 pm.



5:00 PM
6:00 PM

Adoration
English Mass

Confession

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from
8:00 - 10:00 pm.

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Holy Thursday Collection:

$1,956

Good Friday Collection:

$9,989

Easter Collection:

$23,205

Seminarian Fund Collection:

$24,729

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (February):

$2,800

Over/(Under):
($1,200)
*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

THE GOOD NEWS
Pastoral Associate Job Opening at Mother of God Church
The pastoral associate will have a strong focus on parish operations, fundraising, ministries and
parish public relations. This person will collaborate closely with the pastor, under his supervision
and with other members of parish staff. This is an ideal position for a professional who wants to
serve Jesus and the parish, and is looking to make a positive impact. This person must be highly
organized, self-motivated, willing to work in a fast-paced environment, and comfortable
communicating with various groups and organizations.

Areas of Focus
Operations:






Build and maintain relationships with members of other parishes within the Eparchy.
Coordinate and manage all daily parish activities and programs.
Organize, coordinate, and manage all major parish fundraisers including: Golf Outing, Mother/Daughter
fashion show, Christmas dinner/concert. Christmas and Palm Sunday breakfasts, Halloween party.
Responsible for weekly parish bulletin, advertisement, updating parish website, and all social media.
Assist and attend to the needs of other parish ministries and projects.

Candidate Requirements:











Disciple of Jesus.
Proficient in English and Arabic (Chaldean is a plus).
Possess great people skills and ability to work with others.
Flexible hours (evenings and weekends)
Organized and detail oriented.
Have project management skills, and is able to make decisions and assume responsibility.
Proficient in Microsoft office.
Familiar with social media outlets.
Exercise confidentiality.
Able to think creatively about a variety of challenges and apply his/her organizational skills accordingly.

If interested please send your resume to ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com or contact the church office and
speak to Fr. Pierre Konja.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART ONE
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH
SECTION TWO
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN
FAITH
CHAPTER THREE
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
ARTICLE 9
"I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY CATHOLIC
CHURCH"
Paragraph 5. THE COMMUNION OF
SAINTS

956 The intercession of
the saints. "Being more
closely united to Christ,
those who dwell in
heaven fix the whole
Church more firmly in
holiness.... They do not
cease to intercede with
the Father for us, as they
proffer the merits which
they acquired on earth
through the one
mediator between God
and men, Christ Jesus....
So by their fraternal concern is our weakness
greatly helped."493

II. THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH OF
Do not weep, for I shall be more useful to you
HEAVEN AND EARTH
after my death and I shall help you then more
effectively than during my life.494
954 The three states of the Church. "When the
Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with him,
I want to spend my heaven in doing good on
death will be no more and all things will be
earth.495
subject to him. But at the present time some of
his disciples are pilgrims on earth. Others have
died and are being purified, while still others are 957 Communion with the saints. "It is not merely
in glory, contemplating 'in full light, God himself by the title of example that we cherish the
memory of those in heaven; we seek, rather, that
triune and one, exactly as he is"':490
by this devotion to the exercise of fraternal
charity the union of the whole Church in the
All of us, however, in varying degrees and in
different ways share in the same charity towards Spirit may be strengthened. Exactly as Christian
God and our neighbours, and we all sing the one communion among our fellow pilgrims brings us
hymn of glory to our God. All, indeed, who are closer to Christ, so our communion with the
saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from its
of Christ and who have his Spirit form one
fountain and head issues all grace, and the life of
Church and in Christ cleave together.491
the People of God itself"496:
955 "So it is that the union of the wayfarers with
the brethren who sleep in the peace of Christ is in We worship Christ as God's Son; we love the
martyrs as the Lord's disciples and imitators, and
no way interrupted, but on the contrary,
according to the constant faith of the Church, this rightly so because of their matchless devotion
towards their king and master. May we also be
union is reinforced by an exchange of spiritual
492
their companions and fellow disciples!497
goods."
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Grieving with faith and hope will be meeting on Friday, April 13 from 6:00-8:30pm at the
Chaldean Sisters Convent.
There will be a special mass and blessing celebrated by Bishop Francis for all parish council
members in the diocese at Mother of God church on Friday, April 13 at 6:30pm followed by
an open session in the church.
Please join our Women’s Group Ruth 5 at Mother of God hall on Friday, April 13 from
7:00-9:00pm. Speaker will be Ms. Ikhlas Bashi.
April is the National Autism Awareness month; please join us for a special mass and blessing
for those with autism, special needs and their families on Sunday, April 22 during the
10:00am English mass.
Mother of God’s 13th Annual Mother and Daughter dinner and fashion show will be on
Friday, May 18 at Shenandoah country club at 6:00pm. For more information about tickets
or sponsorship please call the church office and speak to Nancy or check the flyer at the
church entrance.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
www.ourladyofchaldeans.com
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