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you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
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         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 | 

Easter Message - Pope John Paul II 
 

TO THOSE WHO SHARE IN HIS TRIUMPH OVER DEATH THE 

LORD GRANTS COURAGE TO BUILD UP A NEW HUMANITY 

1. Surrexit Dominus de sepulchro qui 
pro nobis pependit in ligno. He is 
risen, the One who was nailed to 
the Cross for us; the Lord has left 
the tomb. These are the final and 
definitive words of  the days of  the 
Triduum Sacrum: after the words 
of  the Last Supper, and of  the 
prayer in Gethsemani, and those of  
Good Friday. "Ecce lignum Crucis, 
in quo salus mundi pependit". After 
the profound silence of  Holy Saturday, at daybreak on Easter morn there 
resounds the proclamation: "Surrexit, non est hic" (Mk 16:6 "God raised 
him on the third day and made him manifest" (Acts 10:40) to those who 
would be witnesses of  his Resurrection (cf. 3:15). The One who died 
hanging on the Cross is alive; "The Lord has risen indeed, and has ap-
peared to Simon" (Lk 24:34). Today, the Successor of  Peter bears witness 
once again to the Lord's Resurrection. Pascha Domini Nostri Jesu Christi: 
Brothers and Sisters, it is the Passover of  the Lord in the year 1996, at the 
threshold of  the Third   Millennium.                                                                                                             
                (continued on page 2) 

المسيحيون “رسالة عيد الفصح والقيامة 
”           العراقيون القطيع الصغير

 البطريرك لويس روفائيل ساكو

في هذه األيام يتهيأ المسيحيون في العراق )والعالم(    .1

لالحتفال بأعياد الفصح والقيامة المجيدة، وسط آالم وأحزان 

باتت من يوميّاتهم ،بسبب ما تعّرضوا له واليزالون من 

التطّرف وسن قوانين مجحفة، وهجمات إرهابية طردتهم من 

بيوتهم وصدمتهم وجرحتهم في الصميم، وال يمكن تجاهلها. 

لذلك فإن مشاطرتهم المشاعر في هذه المناسبة، تقتضي، بعيًدا عن المجامالت الروتينية 

إطالق مبادرة ملموسة، من قبل المسؤولين الحكومييّن والمرجعيّات  واعتبارات األغلبية واألقلية،

الحتضانهم كمكون أصيل، ودعم استمرار وجودهم وضمان حقوقهم. كمواطنين متساوين  الدينيّة

  وشركاء حقيقيين في تقرير المصير.
(    3)التتمة في الصفحة   

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS 

(continued from page 1) 

 .2 "The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone" (Ps 118:22; cf. Mt 21:42). "Stone rejected", 
stone rebuffed! How better could be expressed what happened on Good Friday? "Away with him, away with him,    
crucify him!", The crowd had cried. "Shall I crucify your King?" Pilate had asked. "We have no king but Caesar" (Jn 
19:15), insisted the high priests. "He ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God" (Jn 19:7). And he did 
die, the Son of God! We have contemplated the agony of the "Author of life" (Acts 3:15). We have observed his 
shameful death on the Cross. 

3. And today? If the tomb is empty, if he is alive, has it not proved true what the Roman centurion, upon seeing how 
Christ died, had declared: "Truly this was the Son of God" (Mt 27:54)? And if he is risen, is he not indeed, in the histo-
ry of humanity, the corner-stone and the keystone of the divine edifice? Yes! It is God himself who builds upon him 
the New Covenant of faith, hope and love. The Covenant of love and immortality: because "he knows not the corrup-
tion of death, the Lord of life...". 

4. "This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes" (Ps 118:23). Yes! We are witnesses of the marvel; witnesses of 
the power of God. Divine power, which is Life made manifest and communicated to give a new face to existence and 
to the hopes of the men and women of our day too. Power which reveals goodness and condemns evil and its tragic 
consequences. Divine power, which is the source of fresh vitality, capable of softening even hardened hearts and re-
newing courage in those who, having lost their way, wander aimlessly, pilgrims of the void. Divine power, which is the 
condition of the true freedom for the human race, to whom it proclaims, today and always: Love has conquered hatred. 

 .5 O Risen Christ, Redeemer of the human race, enlighten and guide all those who are building peace, every day and in 
every corner of the globe, at the cost of great sacrifices. O Victor over death, strengthen the artisans of justice and 
peace in Bosnia and Hercegovina, In Ireland and the Middle East, and particularly in the Holy Land, where hopes for 
peaceful co-existence are still jeopardized by recourse to force and violence. Comfort those who reject the inevitability 
of ethnic rivalries in Burundi and Rwanda. Allay the sufferings of those who are subjected to the violence of arms in 
the Caucasus, in Afghanistan, Algeria, the Sudan, and in so many other regions of the world. May hope not be extin-
guished in those who—in Africa, Latin America, Asia and Europe— trust that at last a hearing will be given to their 
legitimate aspirations to employment, to housing, to greater social justice and true freedom of conscience and religion, 

hindered at times by the intransigence precisely of the followers of other religions.. 

6. Surrexit Dominus: the Lord is risen and grants to those who share in his triumph over death the courage and the 
strength to continue to build up a new humanity by refusing every kind of violence, sectarianism and injustice. The 
Lord of life has risen with power, bringing with him love and justice, respect, forgiveness and reconciliation. The One 
who from nothingness had called the world into existence, only he could break the seals of the tomb, only he could be-
come the source of New Life for us, who are subject to the universal law of death. "Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the door of the tomb?" (Mk 16:3), the women were asking one another, when very early they were going to the 
tomb where the Lord had been laid. To this question, asked by the people of every age, of every country, culture and 
continent, the Bishop of Rome replies, this year too, with the message "Urbi et Orbi": 

"Scimus Christum surrexisse a mortuis vere..." Yes, we know for certain that Christ is truly 
risen from the dead: You, victorious King, have mercy on us. Amen! Alleluia! 

Taken from: L'Osservatore Romano 

Weekly Edition in English, 10 April 1996 

www.ewtn.com/library 
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THE GOOD NEWS 

( 1)التتمة من الصفحة     

 ولكنها كنيسة حيّة ومفعمة بالنشاط، كنيسة قطيعاً صغيرا"،“ كنيستنا الكلدانيّة في العراق لكلِّ هذه األسباب وبخاصة الهجرة، غدت اليوم 2. 

طالب جامعي من نازحي الموصل وسهل نينوى وقفت إلى  077منفتحة على الجميع، حاضرة بقوة، ساعدت الفقراء والمهجرين من دون تمييز، ومن بينهم 

صداقيّة لمّد بم جانبهم لكي يكملوا دراستهم فاستقبلتهم وأسكنتهم وأطعمتهم. كنيسة تعمل بمحبة لما فيه خير الجميع. وتغرس األمل وتشجع التضامن، وتسعى

كم من 147ق الجسور ودعم الحوار والمصالحة الوطنيّة. وما دعوة البطريركية الكلدانية لمسيرة للسالم في السبوع المقدس )الفصح والقيامة( في العرا

النزاهة ئة أربيل إلى القوش وإعدادها لمؤتمر شامل في العاشر من أيار بعنوان: المواطنة والعيش المشترك في رسالة المنبر الديني" بالتعاون مع هي

 العراقية سوى تعزيز لرسالتها السلمية.

عاماً، وعلى ضوء انتصارات القوات المسلحة بكافة  14في ظل حالة التردي األمني والبنيوي واالقتصادي الذي وصل إليه الوضع العراقي خالل  3. 

عاليّا،ً  سهمأنواعها على دحر اإلرهاب التكفيري )داعش( الذي زرع الموت والخراب والتهجير، والتي جعلت العراقيين جميعاً يتباهون بها، ويرفعون رؤو

المنهج الصحيح"، واالندماج في “نجد أن األوان قد حان لكي يُسرَع السياسيون لتوحيد صفهم، وتعبئة طاقاتهم لتقويم المسار، وبناء دولة حديثة مدنيّة على 

فينال العراقيون  ة،سليمة، ليجد بلُدنا المجروح السبيل إلى نهضة نوعيّة على كافة األصعد  الهويّة الوطنيّة، واعتماد برامج اقتصاديّة واجتماعيّة وتربويّة

 حقهم بمستقبل أكثر أمناً وسالماً وعدالةً وكرامةً وحريةً.

 وبمناسبة عيد القيامة، أحّث المسيحيين عامة والكلدان خاصة على عدم السماح لهذه األمور أن تُطفئ النور الفصحى في قلوبهم وتخنق فيهم 4. 

 ، فالمسيحي يحمل رسالةً يحيا من أجلها!ويستسلموا لإلحباط واليأس الرجاء

م على هذه ودهادعوهم إلى تعميق ارتباطهم بمسيحيّتهم وكنيستهم، وتنمية روح االنتماء بوطنهم، وتجديد الثقة وترسيخ الروابط األخوية مع الجميع، فوج –

 األرض عالمة حضور تاريخي، حكايته حكاية عشرين قرناً.

تاريخهم  مع ادعوهم إلى الخروج من النظرة السلبية، وعدم اللجوء إلى الهجرة غير المدروسة وغير المضمونة، بل العودة إلى بلداتهم وبيوتهم للتواصل –

 وتراثهم ولغتهم وسيرة آبائهم وقديسيهم وشهدائهم وقد باشرت الكنيسة الكلدانية رغم محدودية إمكانياتها بترميم بلدات خطّ القوش.

     

 وونأدعو المسيحيين إلى توحيد صفوفهم ومواقفهم وخطاباتهم، فهم شعب واحد، لكن بثالثة أسماء: الكلدان والسريان واألشوريون، هم إخوة متسا –

نفقد وجودنا  اللئ ومتميزون مثل أصابع اليد الواحدة، فلكل منهم خصوصيته ينبغي احترامها، لكن هذا التمايز ال يمنع الوحدة، فهي ممكنة ومطلوبة وهي قّوة

 السياسي وإسهامنا في الشأن العام.

رام احتادعوهم إلى العمل بكفاءة مع إخوتهم العراقيين المسلمين وااليزيديين والصابئة في التصدي للتحديّات التي تواجههم وتعزيز المشتركات و –

 الفروقات والتعدد والتنوع ضمن إطار دولة المواطنة الكاملة، والسلوك األخالقي بما يحقّق الصالح العام.

وان هذا األسبوع المقدس الذي يبدا باحتفاالت السعانين لينتهي بعيد القيامة، فرصة متميزة   عاماً للسالم. 2710كانت الكنيسة الكلدانية قد كرست عام  .5

 توفر لنا رجاًء قويًّا بتحقيق السالم واالستقرار والتمتع بحياة جديدة من خالل الصالة والتفكير والمصالحة والحوار.

 التهاني وأصدق التمنيات بدوام الصحة والنجاح وللعراق السالم واالزدهار. وفي الختام أتقدم إلى الجميع باحر 

 أدامها هللا قيامة لجميعنا  

 

 

 قام المسيح...حقاً قام!

 

http://www.alkarmatv.com/highlights/983-christ-has-risen-indeed
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/عربي 

01:11  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 

      12:00 PM     Chaldean/سورث 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  

    10:00 AM      Chaldean/سورث 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

Sunday Goal:      $7,000 

Sunday Collection (April 9th ):             $7,738       

Over/Under:                                     $738 

__________________________________________ 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:  $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (February):       $2,395  

Over/(Under):                           ($1,605) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES          
First and third Wednesday of  every even month from      
7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

 

 MARRIAGE CLASSES                                            
First, second and third Thursday of every odd month from 
8:00 - 10:00 pm.  

YOU CAN LISTEN TO MOG SUNDAY HOMILIY BY 

VISITING OUR CHURCH WEBSITE AT:   

     

www.ourladyofchaldeans.com 

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS 

The Dawning of  Divine Glory for Zion 

Arise! Shine, for your light has come  the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. Though darkness covers the earth,  and thick 
clouds, the peoples, Upon you the Lord will dawn,  and over you his glory will be seen. Nations shall walk by your light, kings by 
the radiance of your dawning. The Nations Come to Zion Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather and come to you—Your 
sons from afar, your daughters in the arms of their nurses. Then you shall see and be radiant,  your heart shall throb and overflow. 

For the riches of the sea shall be poured out before you, the wealth of nations shall come to you. Caravans of camels shall cover 
you, dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; All from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense, and heralding the praises of the 
Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered for you  the rams of Nebaioth shall serve your needs; They will be acceptable 
offerings on my altar, and I will glorify my glorious house. 

Isaiah. 60:1-7 

The law entered in so that transgression might increase but, where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more, so that, as sin 

reigned in death, grace also might reign through justification for eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.                                                             

Romans 5:20-6:23 

The Empty Tomb                                                                                                              

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They 
have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put him.” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came 
to the tomb. They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the 

burial cloths there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he went into the tomb and saw the burial cloths 

there, and the cloth that had covered his head, not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place. Then the other disciple 
also went in, the one who had arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and believed. For they did not yet understand the scripture that 

he had to rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned home. 

The Appearance to Mary of  Magdala 
 But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting 
there, one at the head and one at the feet where the body of Jesus had been. And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-
ing?” She said to them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid him.”  When she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you look-
ing for?” She thought it was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where you laid him, and I will take 
him.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which means Teacher. Jesus said to her, 
“Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’”  Mary of Magdala went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and 
what he told her. 

John 20:1-18 
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PART ONE 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

SECTION TWO 
THE PROFESSION OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

CHAPTER TWO 
I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SON 
OF GOD 

ARTICLE 5 
"HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. ON THE THIRD 
DAY HE ROSE AGAIN" 

Paragraph 2. On the Third Day He Rose from the 
Dead 

" 836We bring you the good news that what God promised to the 
fathers, this day he has fulfilled to us their children by raising 
Jesus."489 The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our faith in 
Christ, a faith believed and lived as the central truth by the first 
Christian community; handed on as fundamental by Tradition; 
established by the documents of the New Testament; and preached as 
an essential part of the Paschal mystery along with the cross:           
Christ is risen from the dead! Dying, he conquered death; To the dead, 
he has given life.490 

I. THE HISTORICAL AND TRANSCENDENT EVENT 

836 The mystery of Christ's resurrection is a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified, as the New Testament 
bears witness. In about A.D. 56 St. Paul could already write to the 
Corinthians: "I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
and that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the Twelve. . ."491 The Apostle speaks here of the living tradition of the 
Resurrection which he had learned after his conversion at the gates of 
Damascus.492 

The empty tomb                                                                       

" 846Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen."493 The first element we encounter in the framework of the 
Easter events is the empty tomb. In itself it is not a direct proof of 
Resurrection; the absence of Christ's body from the tomb could be 
explained otherwise.494 Nonetheless the empty tomb was still an 
essential sign for all. Its discovery by the disciples was the first step 
toward recognizing the very fact of the Resurrection. This was the case, 
first with the holy women, and then with Peter.495 The disciple "whom 
Jesus loved" affirmed that when he entered the empty tomb and 
discovered "the linen cloths lying there", "he saw and believed".496 This 
suggests that he realized from the empty tomb's condition that the 
absence of Jesus' body could not have been of human doing and that 
Jesus had not simply returned to earthly life as had been the case with 
Lazarus.497 

The appearances of the Risen 
One 

846 Mary Magdalene and the holy 
women who came to finish 
anointing the body of Jesus, which 
had been buried in haste because 
the Sabbath began on the evening 
of Good Friday, were the first to 
encounter the Risen One.498 Thus 
the women were the first 
messengers of Christ's 
Resurrection for the apostles 
themselves.499 They were the next 
to whom Jesus appears: first 
Peter, then the Twelve. Peter had 
been called to strengthen the faith 
of his brothers,500 and so sees the 
Risen One before them; it is on 
the basis of his testimony that the community exclaims: "The Lord has 
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!"501 

 846Everything that happened during those Paschal days involves each 
of the apostles - and Peter in particular - in the building of the new era 
begun on Easter morning. As witnesses of the Risen One, they remain 
the foundation stones of his Church. The faith of the first community 
of believers is based on the witness of concrete men known to the 
Christians and for the most part still living among them. Peter and the 
Twelve are the primary "witnesses to his Resurrection", but they are not 
the only ones - Paul speaks clearly of more than five hundred persons to 
whom Jesus appeared on a single occasion and also of James and of all 
the apostles.502 

843 Given all these testimonies, Christ's Resurrection cannot be 
interpreted as something outside the physical order, and it is impossible 
not to acknowledge it as an historical fact. It is clear from the facts that 
the disciples' faith was drastically put to the test by their master's 
Passion and death on the cross, which he had foretold.503 The shock 
provoked by the Passion was so great that at least some of the disciples 
did not at once believe in the news of the Resurrection. Far from 
showing us a community seized by a mystical exaltation, the Gospels 
present us with disciples demoralized ("looking sad"504) and frightened. 
For they had not believed the holy women returning from the tomb and 
had regarded their words as an "idle tale".505 When Jesus reveals himself 
to the Eleven on Easter evening, "he upbraided them for their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw 
him after he had risen."506 

844 Even when faced with the reality of the risen Jesus the disciples are 
still doubtful, so impossible did the thing seem: they thought they were 
seeing a ghost. "In their joy they were still disbelieving and still 
wondering."507 Thomas will also experience the test of doubt and St. 
Matthew relates that during the risen Lord's last appearance in Galilee 
"some doubted."508 Therefore the hypothesis that the Resurrection was 
produced by the apostles' faith (or credulity) will not hold up. On the 
contrary their faith in the Resurrection was born, under the action of 
divine grace, from their direct experience of the reality of the risen 
Jesus. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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Easy * Fast * Secure 

www.ourladyofchaldeans.com 

“Honor the LORD with your 
wealth, with first fruits of all 
your produce” Proverbs 3:9 

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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