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          May 13, 2018                  1st Sunday After Ascension 

PARISH DIRECTORY  
 
Bishop Francis Kalabat 
Bishop of the Diocese  
of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit  

Fr. Patrick Setto 
Associate Pastor 

Fr. Emanuel Rayes  
Retired in residence 

Linda Arabo  
Office Administrator 

Nancy Beba  
Pastoral Associate  
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Tel: 248-356-0565  Fax: 248-356-5235  

E-mail: 

Ourladyofchaldeans@gmail.com 

Stay in touch with your parish on  
 

FACEBOOK  
Mother of  God Chaldean Catholic Church 

        

ONLINE GIVING  

Mother of God Parish offers online giving                                                                                                                
a web based electronic contribution  
application that is safe and secure. you can 
manage contributions online or continue 
having your offering envelopes mailed to 
you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
our website at   

  
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 |  

Motherõs Day Reflection 
 

Fr. Robert T. Cooper  
This Sunday our country celebrates our mothersñand rightly so. For the care and 

love which our mothers have given us is beyond price or measure. Of course, our 

earthly parents are not perfect. Sometimes they are quite far from perfect. But any 

love we have known from them is a likeness of the love God has for us. A religious 

icon is made of mere wood and paint, but it can be a window to heavenly realities. In 

the same way, we can see through our parentsõ love a glimpse of God Himself. 

 

Most of us have more memories about our    mothers than we could  possibly count, 

but today, I would like to take you back to a time and place about which you have no 

clear memoriesñto the time in your motherõs womb. In the Bible, the number forty  

denotes times of waiting and preparation: For instance, Noah spent 40 days and 

nights in the ark. The Hebrews wandered with Moses for 40 years in the  

desert.  

Before His ministry, Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness, and after His death, He 

rested 40 hours in the tomb. Similarly, you remained 40 weeks, more or less, within 

your motherõs womb, being prepared for a new life. 

 

Attached to your motherõs vine you grew into the mature fruit of her womb. You 

were nourished and matured within her. You were never far from her heart or mind. 

You existed within her, connected to her at the center of your being. She fed you with 

her very self. She provided for all your needs. Apart from her, you could do nothing. 

You remained in her and found rest within her. 

 

 

          
 

           

(continued on page 2) 
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THE GOOD NEWS  

. In the womb, at the earliest stages of our lives, our minds did not comprehend very much, but what if you could have understood 

everything that your mother was doing for you at the time? Surely you would have directed your thoughts to her often.  And certainly, 

from time to time, you would have turned to her with the eyes of your heart to bask in her love for you. What if you could have 

talked with your mom from the womb? Would you not have taken the opportunity to speak with her every day? Would you not have 

thanked her daily out of a deep gratitude? Would you not have let her know each day how much you love her? Whoever would refuse 

or neglect to express such love and thanks would continue to live, at least functionally or biologically, but they would not be fully 

alive without this relationship with their mother. 

 

As you and your mother would continue 

to talk, as the days and months of       

pregnancy passed by, she would eventually 

present you with a most-frightening    

prospect: She might put it this way, òMy 

child, soon, in a little while, you are going 

to begin a new stage of your life. You will 

be departing from the life you know, and 

then you will experience a whole world of 

people and things you have never known 

before.ó You might say, òIõm scared! I 

donõt want to goñnot now, not ever!ó But 

she would answer, òI realize this concept is scary for you, but trust me when I say that it is better that you go. In fact, someday soon 

you will look back and think it a silly thought to be again as you are now. This transition is going to hurt a little bité trust me, I 

knowé but when the appointed time comes, I will be right here with you. Do not be afraid. Itõs going to be alright!ó 

Today, we reflect on this time in the womb because our life, in our mothers, is like our life in Christ. As it was with our mothers, so it 

is, in our life with Christ. You are attached to Him as to a vine; you mature as a child of God. You are nourished and grow within 

Him. You are never far from His heart or mind. You exist within Him, connected to Him at the center of your being. He feeds you 

with His very self. He provides for all your needs. Apart from Him, you can do nothing. You remain in Him and find rest in Him. 

 

          Knowing and believing this, should not we direct our thoughts to Him often? Should not we, from time to time, turn to Him 

with the eyes of our hearts to bask in His love for us? We have the ability to talk with Jesus Christ, in prayer, whenever we wish. Who 

would not take the opportunity to speak with Him every day? Who would not thank Him daily out of deepest gratitude? And who 

would not let Him know each day how much we love Him? Whoever would refuse or neglect to speak with Him, would continue to 

live, at least functionally or biologically, but they will not be fully alive without this relationship with Christ. We need to pray every 

day if we want to remain in Him and bear much fruit. 

 

           We do not want to die and that is perfectly natural. But Jesus says to us, òSoon, in a little while, you are going to begin a new 

stage of life. You will be departing from the life you know, and then you will experience a whole world of people and things you have 

never known before. I realize this concept is scary for you, but trust me when I say that it is better that you go. In fact, someday soon 

you will look back and think it a silly thought to be as you are now once again. This transition is going to hurt a little bité trust me, I 

knowé but when the appointed time comes, I will be right there with you. Do not be afraid. Itõs going to be alright!ó 

 

          Today, let us thank God for the life, love, and tender care we have received from our mothers and through Jesus Christ. God 

bless our mothers and praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever, Amen! 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/сϠϽК 

10:00  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 

      12:00 PM     Chaldean/ϨϼнЂ 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  

    10:00 AM      Chaldean/ϨϼнЂ 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE  AND  WEEKLY  INFORMATION  

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

Z NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES          
First and third Wednesday of  every even month from      
7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

 

Z MARRIAGE CLASSES                                            
Marriage classes for the months of May & July will be offered 
on the first four Thursdays of the month from 7:00-10:00pm. 

Z Starting in August, classes will be offered on the first four 
Thursdays of every even month from 7:00-10:00pm.   

 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES 

SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS 

APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO                       

ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE 

     

FINANCIAL  STATUS 

Sunday Goal:                                      $7,000 

Sunday Collection (May 6):                          $4,781 

Over/(Under):                                              ($2,219) 

 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:   $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (April):              $2,800 

Over/(Under):                                               ($1,200) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS  


