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With one-third of American children growing up without fathers, it's
a real crisis
We all know – at least, we all think we know – what Fathers’ Day is. It’s that
day in June that kids and mothers give all the good fathers out there a new
barbecue set, razor, or some other shiny replacement for a shabby accoutrement that the guy can’t part with – and besides, works perfectly well. It’s a
day for cards, songs, and tributes for good men working hard to support a
family and raise their children.
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But Fathers’ Day is becoming something more. Legal and social upheavals
have dismantled the vocation of fatherhood and put its whole worth and
meaning in question. More than a day to acknowledge this or that paterfamilias, Fathers’ Day has become an invitation to face the paternal itself. What is
it? And does it even matter?
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In 2013 – a year before my own initiation into the joy of fatherhood – I left a
movie theater with startling answers to these questions swirling in my mind:
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صالة للقديس يوسف في مناسبة عيد األب
،أيها القديس يوسف
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االب سنحاريب يوخنا
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THE GOOD NEWS
The Place Beyond the Pines is a quasi-Biblical story of identity, legacy, and a cross-generational crisis of fatherhood. In the
first act, a bank robber and a local cop, both circling their lives in quiet desperation, cross paths in a fated act of violence.
Honor falls on one man and death on the other, but both men vanish from their families, passing on to their sons hard-coded
patterns of aimlessness and angst. The sons cross paths in the second act, becoming friends and eventually antagonists, playing out – with an air of fatalistic dread – decisions that were already made for them years ago.
It’s a work of stark realism. With 24 million children in America – one in three – growing up without their biological father, The Place Beyond the Pines shines a floodlight on just how profoundly destructive this trend can be.
Like his father before him, the bank robber vanishes from his son’s life. The boy is lucky enough to grow up with a positive
male presence in the home who is loving and protective. But that man is not his “real dad.” Jason is consumed by a desire to
learn more about the man his mother refuses to discuss, the man who begot him – who he was, what kind of life he lived, and
what it all means for his own life.
The answers he gets are far from happy and propel him toward his own decisive act of violence. Still, understanding his true
father emerges from the center of his being as a kind of primal quest. Jason’s father is in his DNA; he needs to see, love, or at
least know who this person was. In this, the whole arc of Jason’s story mirrors Pearl Jam’s “Release,” which also revolves
around one son’s search to reconcile himself with a biological father he never knew:
But in art as in life, this crisis of fatherhood isn’t just limited to physical absence. Any man can father a child; but as the cop’s
son discovers, a dad who shields their child from toxic moral hazards, takes an interest in developing their character, and provides a daily example of self-sacrifice – that’s something more. A.J.’s father, following in the footsteps of his own politicallyminded father, becomes entangled in a web of corruption and careerism, separating from his wife and distancing himself from
his son. To fill the void, A.J. rebels and turns to drugs and is eventually arrested for felony drug possession, with Jason by his
side.
Pope Francis recently lamented this lack of engaged fatherhood in a General Audience in January:

“The problem of our days does not seem to be so much the invasive presence of fathers, but rather their absence, their hiding.
Fathers sometimes are so concentrated on themselves and on their work, and at times on their own individual fulfillment, that
they even forget the family. And they leave the little ones and young people alone…we must be more attentive: the absence of
the paternal figure in the life of little ones and young people produces gaps and wounds which can also be very grave. And, in
fact, the deviances of children and of adolescents can in good part be traced to this absence, to the lack of examples and of
authoritative guides in their daily life – to the lack of closeness, to the lack of love on the part of fathers. The sense of orphanhood that so many young people live is deeper than we think.”
On Fathers’ Day, I’ll think of my own father’s example of diligence, integrity, and faith, and know that whatever gifts I have
to give my daughter started with him.
But for all the joy this day brings, it also bears the mark of these social lacunae. More and more, a simple hat-tip to this takenfor-granted facet of family life has the unintended gravity of a fight to protect something precious. It’s a call to arms to both
present and future fathers to tear up orphanhood at its roots by promoting fatherhood in its fullest sense: not only procreation,
but presence; and not only presence, but leadership.
This is what fatherhood is – and it matters for everyone.
By: Matthew Becklo
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


Adoration
English Mass

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (June 2):

$6,344

Over/(Under):

$(1,656)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (May):

$1,400

Over/(Under):

$(2,600)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

THE GOOD NEWS
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1280 Baptism imprints
on the soul an indelible
spiritual sign, the
character, which
consecrates the
baptized person for
Christian worship.
Because of the
character Baptism
cannot be repeated (cf.
DS 1609 and DS 1624).

 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF
THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
 Article 1 THE SACRAMENT OF
BAPTISM
 IN BRIEF
IN BRIEF

1281 Those who die for
the faith, those who are
catechumens, and all
those who, without knowing of the Church but
acting under the inspiration of grace, seek God
sincerely and strive to fulfill his will, are saved
even if they have not been baptized (cf. LG 16).

1275 Christian initiation is accomplished by
three sacraments together: Baptism which is the
beginning of new life; Confirmation which is its
strengthening; and the Eucharist which
nourishes the disciple with Christ's Body and
Blood for his transformation in Christ.
1276 "Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you" (⇒ Mt 28:19-20).

1282 Since the earliest times, Baptism has been
administered to children, for it is a grace and a
gift of God that does not presuppose any human
merit; children are baptized in the faith of the
Church. Entry into Christian life gives access to
true freedom.

1277 Baptism is birth into the new life in Christ.
In accordance with the Lord's will, it is
1283 With respect to children who have died
necessary for salvation, as is the Church herself, without Baptism, the liturgy of the Church
which we enter by Baptism.
invites us to trust in God's mercy and to pray for
their salvation.
1278 The essential rite of Baptism consists in
immersing the candidate in water or pouring
1284 In case of necessity, any person can
water on his head, while pronouncing the
baptize provided that he have the intention of
invocation of the Most Holy Trinity: the Father, doing that which the Church does and provided
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
that he pours water on the candidate's head
while saying: "I baptize you in the name of the
1279 The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace,
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
is a rich reality that includes forgiveness of
original sin and all personal sins, birth into the
new life by which man becomes an adoptive son
of the Father, a member of Christ and a temple
of the Holy Spirit. By this very fact the person
baptized is incorporated into the Church, the
Body of Christ, and made a sharer in the
priesthood of Christ.
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THE NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERES
Antonia Kassab
Hi my name is Antonia Kassab and I work at a publishing firm as an accountant manager.
I have served the church pretty much my entire life. Serving as a Eucharistic Minister, a
retreat leader, communion teacher for many, many, many years, volunteering for awake
my soul, assisting final vows for nuns and ordinations for priests, and more. I am honored
to now serve you and the church with being apart of an amazing group in the Parish council at Mother of God. My dedication and devotion to the church speaks volumes.

Dr. Ayad Abrou
My name is Ayad Abrou. I was born in Iraq and moved to the United States in 1992. I am
married to Sara Abrou and we have four daughters: Miriam, Clara, Helena, and Marcella. I
work as a physician.
While I have been a regular member at Mother of God parish for over a decade, this is my
first
involvement in the parish council. With the guidance of our Bishop and priests and the
help of the rest of the council, I intend to serve to the best of my ability this great church
and it’s wonderful community.

Patrick Jabero
My name is Patrick Jabero, I am a senior at Wayne State university, seeking an internship
in the Finance field.
I have been in the church for most of my life and I am incredibly proud of it, though I have
yet to really serve my home parish. I was kinda forced/pushed hard by Alexa to join the
Parish council, I was reluctant at first. Though I prayed about it, and came to the conclusion that this is something I want to do,
something I am called to do, to serve my community, my parish. I am very honored to
have such
welcoming members and I truly do look forward to serving our parish.

Lourd Dawood
Hi! My name is Lourd Dawood. I am a student at Wayne State University and I work as an
HR intern at StockX in Detroit. My family and I have been apart of and serving Mother of
God Church our whole lives. I lead the stations of the cross prayers here and have been
apart of the VBS summer camp, communion, catechism, holiday breakfast and many other
programs at the church. Volunteering at my home parish has always been important to me
and I am excited and blessed to be able to serve the Parish Council and take part in assisting our parish grow!
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THE NEW PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERES
Alexa Salmu
Hi fellow parishioners, my name is Alexa Salmu and I am a paralegal. I also proudly work
for Hope In Counseling, an outpatient mental health center. The church has truly been
my home for many years and I have loved to give back to her through my time and service. I have been a Catechism teacher for 5+ years between two parishes, I have been a
part of Ignite the Spirit, I have volunteered for CYC and Awake My Soul, I have assisted at
priestly ordinations, nun vows, and many more. I am a second term parish council member and I look forward to continuing serving our Parish, God, and each other.

Eva Babbie Jajjo
My name is Eva Babbie Jajjo, I work for an OEM Supplier as an electrical and quality engineer.
I started serving at Mother of God church in the mid 1990s - mid 2000s as a server and
usher at the 10am English mass. Then became part of MOG Arabic choir in 2015-2019.
It is now my honor to join a group of wonderful men and women to be part of Mother of
God parish council to serve our church and all of you.

Sarab Jamil
My name is Sarab Jamil, I work as a customer service consultant at a Health Care Network. My family and I have been apart of Mother of God parish for many years. I benefit
and enjoy attending the bible study for parents during the catechism classes every Saturday. I’ve been a volunteer for the Adopt A Refugees Family for at least 8 years tending the
booth at different churches. For the past several months I have been contemplating on
how to be closer to home our church: and I believe I have found it : what a better way to
serve the church and the community. May God bless our Church.

Linda Gomma
Hello my name is Linda Gomma. A little background about my family and I, we are a
family of five, I have one older sister and one older brother and five amazing nieces and
nephews. My family and I immigrated from Iraq-Baghdad back in 1998. I went to Walsh
College and earned my bachelor's degree in General Business. Shortly after graduation I
started working as an accountant, shortly after I decided to go back to school and earn a
dual masters (MBA & Master's in Finance). Today, I'm a Senior Accountant at a public accounting firm in Farmington Hills, MI. I have been serving at Mother of God Arabic
Choir since 1999, something that I have so much passion for. I'm also part of ECRC
"Fikra wa Naghma" choir and part of the formation classes "Tongues of Fire". Serving the
church has always been something I've always wanted to do more of. Thanks to a special
friend Nancy who brought me closer to all this and of course I owe my blessings and gratitude to Our Lord Jesus.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
On Thursday, June 20, the feast of Corpus Christi, there will be a mass at 10:00 AM. After mass,
the Eucharist will be exposed until 6:00 PM when the second mass will start.
A special blessing for all high school and college graduates will be given
following all masses on Sunday, June 23.
Mother of God will now have a lost and found box, which will be kept in the parish council office. If you find
something on the church premises, please give it to one of the parish council members.
On behalf of the Mother of God parish, we welcome the new members of the parish council, Ayad Abrou,
Nancy Beba, Lourd Dawood, Sarab Jamil, Linda Gumma, Patrick Jabero, Eva Babbie Jajjo, Antonia Kassab,
and Alexa Salmu, and also returning members Vince Saad, Jumhoria Kaskorkis, Ikram Kashat,
Azhar Semma, Martin Sallan and Vanessa and Ken Acho

Cardinal Leonardo Sandri (Vatican Prefect of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches) will be celebrating
Mass with Bishop Francis Kalabat, along with other Chaldean bishops and priests, on Wednesday, June 19, at
6:00 p.m. at Mother of God Cathedral. Following Mass, there will be an informal social opportunity for the
public to meet Cardinal Sandri. All are welcome to attend!
Please join us for Deacon Rodney & Deacon Perrin’s priestly ordination on Saturday, July 6, at 11 am at
Mother of God Cathedral. There will be a Holy Hour for Deacons Perrin & Rodney prior to their ordination on
Friday, July 5, at 7 pm at Mother of God. All sub-deacons wishing to participate in the ordination must attend
the next three Monday rehearsals: 6/17, 6/24, and 7/1 (all will take place at 7 pm at Mother of God).
Mother of God’s 8th Annual Golf Outing will be on Saturday, August 3 at Shenandoah Country Club. The
outing is open to men and women, for registration and sponsorship opportunities, please visit
www.moggolfouting.com or contact our church office.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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