JULY 14TH 2019
PARISH DIRECTORY

6TH OF APOSTLES

The secret to a successful day, according to Fulton Sheen
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He never missed doing this one thing, and believed it fueled his priesthood.
Archbishop Fulton Sheen was well-known during his life for his practical spiritual
advice, giving the ordinary lay person tools for spiritual success.
One of the main pieces of advice that he stressed in his various writings and autobiography was a daily practice that gave him the energy he needed to have a successful
day.
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When he was ordained a priest he resolved to spend an hour of prayer each day before the Blessed Sacrament. Sheen explains in his autobiography, A Treasure in
Clay, that the idea came to him while in seminary, and he kept the resolution for the
rest of his lifetime.

Office Hours

He then relates how it wasn’t easy and that often many sacrifices were required to
make it happen.
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The Holy Hour. Is it difficult? Sometimes it seemed to be hard; it might mean having
to forgo a social engagement, or rise an hour earlier, but on the whole it has never
been a burden, only a joy.
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Not every hour of prayer was easy for Sheen, who explained how on occasion he
found himself dozing off during the time of prayer. However, he believed that a consistent commitment to an hour of prayer allowed him time to develop a deep personal relationship with Jesus.
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 هذه الكلمات ترد في مستهل صالة شهيرة وجميلة للقديس فرنسيس.” أجعل مني أداة لسالمك،رب
ّ “يا
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 وال،ًسيفا
ِ سيوفَهم
َ  فال ت َرفَ َع أ ُ َّمةٌ على أ ُ َّم ٍة.ناجل
ُ َضربون
ِ ويَ ْقضي لِلشُّعو
ِ ،ًسكَكا
ِ َ في،ب الكَثيرة
ِ ورماحَهم َم
. هذه اآلية تعيطنا خارطة طريق لبناء السالم الداخلي والسالم العالمي.)٤ ،٢ َرب بَع َد ذلك” (اش
َ يَتَعَ َّلمونَ الح
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 والشيء.مدعو بأن يحول كافة أدواته القتالية التي يستخدمها لتدمير األخر لتصبح أدوات خير وسالم
ك ٌل منّا
ٌ
 فبدالً من أن تصرف الدول ـ وبمقدمتها تلك المتطورة ـ أمواالً طائلة على صنع األسلحة.ذاته ينطبق على الدول
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 ينبغي عليها أن تسخير طاقاتها،وتصديرها للبلدان الفقيرة التي تعاني أصالً من الحروب والصراعات
ً الدول الفقيرة بحاجة ماسة للسالم والطعام والتعليم بدال.وامكانياتها لتعزيز األمن والسالم في أرجاء المعمورة
 لألسف أن األغنياء.من الحرب وفنونها وأسلحتها الفتاكة التي غالبا ً ما تستخدم ضدّ الضعيف والفقير والمظلوم
.يصنعون الحروب ليزيدوا من أموالهم على حساب دماء الفقراء الذين ينبغي عليهم خوضها
 والتي هي في ازدياد يوما ً بعد،إن اإلحصائيات تقدم أرقام مخيفة لكمية األموال التي تصرف على صنع األسلحة
يوم
)2( التتمة في صفحة
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THE GOOD NEWS
(Continued in page 2)

For Sheen, the hour of prayer was an opportunity to listen attentively to God and to quiet the mind from all the various cares
and troubles of the world. The time allowed him the ability to prepare himself for the coming day and approach it with a renewed vigor.
He also believed it helped preserve his vocation, keeping him from pursuing “greener pastures.”
So the Holy Hour, quite apart from all its positive spiritual benefits, kept my feet from wandering too far. Being tethered to a
tabernacle, one’s rope for finding other pastures is not so long. That dim tabernacle lamp, however pale and faint, had some
mysterious luminosity to darken the brightness of “bright lights.” The Holy Hour became like an oxygen tank to revive the
breath of the Holy Spirit in the midst of the foul and fetid atmosphere of the world. Even when it seemed so unprofitable and
lacking in spiritual intimacy, I still had the sensation of being at least like a dog at the master’s door, ready in case he called
me.
While most of Sheen’s holy hours were performed in a church before the Blessed Sacrament, Protestant pastors found inspiration in Sheen’s words and adapted the practice in their own way.
Most remarkable of all was the effect the preaching of the Holy Hour had on non-Catholic ministers. I preached three retreats
to Protestant ministers — on two occasions to over three hundred in South Carolina and Florida, and on another occasion to a
smaller group at Princeton University. I asked them to make a continuous Holy Hour of prayer in order to combat the forces of
evil in the world, because that is what our Lord asked for the night of His Agony.
Even though they didn’t pray an hour before the tabernacle of a Catholic Church, they adapted the practice and spent a hour
each day listening to God and interceding for the world.
Many lay people have since tried to imitate Sheen’s advice and have seen the abundance of spiritual fruits. Some are able to
remain in prayer for a full hour, while others are faithful with a half-hour or even 15 minutes.
The main point is to dedicate a substantial amount of time to prayer each day and to stick with it. The more time we are able to
spend in silent prayer, the more time we can develop our relationship with Jesus.
Even though it may not seem like anything “happens,” the fruits will clearly be evident later on, and your days will be much
more “successful” in ways you never imagined.

By: Philip Kosloski
)1( التتمة من الصفحة

 ماذا لو كان العالم قد استخدم كل تلك. ترليون دوالر أميركي١ . ٨  ارتفعت لتصل لـ٢١١٨  األموال التي صرفت على صنع األسلحة فقط في سنة،على سبيل المثال
!ًناجال
ُ األموال لصنع السالم أو لمساعدة الفقراء يوموالمحتاجين أو إليجاد عالج ألمراض مزمنة أو خبيثة كالسرطان؟ ألم يحن الوقت لنضرب
ِ ورما َحنا َم
ِ ،ًسيوفَنا ِسكَكا
المرة التي يختبرها عالمنا ـ وذلك في لقائه األخير مع أعضاء هيئة رواكو المعنية بدعم الكنائس الشرقية ـ حيث انتقد بشدة رياء الدول
ّ تطرق البابا فرنسيس لهذه الحقيقة
 “ستساعدكم في هذه األيام مداخالت ممثلي الكرسي الرسولي في بعض البلدان والمحاضرين الذين تم:ً قائال،التي تتحدث عن السالم بينما تصنع وتصدر األسلحة

 أذكر مجدد ًا وبحزن مأساة سوريا والغيوم الكثيفة التي يبدو أنها تتشكل فوقها مجدد ًا.اخيارهم على اإلصغاء إلى صرخة كثيرين ممن سُلب الرجاء منهم في هذه السنوات
 األيتام والجرحى واألرامل كلهم، الناس الذين هم بحاجة للطعام وللعناية الطبية وللمدارس.ً وخطر أزمة إنسانية أكبر ال يزال باقيا،في بعض المناطق غير المستقرة
قادر دائماً على
ٌ  وهو. بل يجرحه العنف والكراهية بين مخلوقاته، فإن قلب هللا ليس هكذا، ولكن إن كانت قلوب البشر مفتقدة لإلحساس.يرفعون صراخهم نحو السماء

 إال إنني أفكر أحياناً أيضاً بغضب الذي يصب ضدّ مسؤولي الدول الذين يتحدثون عن السالم بينما يبيعون السالح.التأثر والعناية بالبشر بحنان وقوة أب يحمي ويرشد
 فكرة ملحة تُراودني حينما أفكر بالعراق ـ حيث لدّي إرادة لزيارته العام المقبل ـ بأن ينظر إلى األمام من خالل مشاركة. هذا الرياء لخطيئ ٌة.إلشعال فتيل هذه الحروب
.” وأال يسقط هذا البلد مجدد ًا في توترات والتي ال تنتهي بين القوى اإلقليمية،سلمية ومشتركة في بناء الخير العام لكل مكونات المجتمع بما في ذلك الدينية
، إال أن النبي ميخا يضيف عليها آية أخرى تؤكد على احترام حرية المعتقد والدين،)٤  ـ١ ،٤( ) ترد مرة أخرى في نبؤة ميخا٥  ـ١ ،٢ اآليات التي جاءت في (اش
 وإنما جاءت، هذه اإلضافة ليست من باب الصدفة.)٥ ،٤ لهنا دائِما ً أَبَدا ً” (مي
ِ ّ الر
ِ ِسير ب
ِ  “ف ِإنَّ جَمي َع الشُّعو:ًقائال
َّ آسم
ُ  أ َ َّما َنحنُ ف َن،لهه
ِ ِب إ
ِ ِب يَسيرون ُك ُّل واحِ ٍد بآس َم إ
 من. احترام اآلخر المختلف بفكره ودينه وتوجهه وبكل ما أعطاه هللا من مواهب وخصوصية،لتُوضح بأن إحدى أهم ركائز السالم بين كل األمم هي ببساطة االحترام
. سوف لن يكون هنالك سالم،دون هذا االحترام
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


Adoration
English Mass

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (July 7):

$5,205

Over/(Under):

$(2,795)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (June):
YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Over/(Under):
*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

$(2,600)

KIDS CORNER
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
 Article 2 THE SACRAMENT OF
CONFIRMATION
 III. The Effects of Confirmation

priesthood of the faithful,
received in Baptism, and
"the confirmed person
receives the power to
profess faith in Christ
publicly and as it were
officially (quasi ex
officio)."120

Recall then that you have received the spiritual seal,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
right judgment and courage, the spirit of knowledge
and reverence, the spirit of holy fear in God's
presence. Guard what you have received. God the
Father has marked you with his sign; Christ the
Lord has confirmed you and has placed his pledge,
the Spirit, in your hearts.118

1308 Although Confirmation is sometimes called
the "sacrament of Christian maturity," we must not
confuse adult faith with the adult age of natural
growth, nor forget that the baptismal grace is a
grace of free, unmerited election and does not need
"ratification" to become effective. St. Thomas
reminds us of this:

IV. Who
can Receive This
1302 It is evident from its celebration that the effect Sacrament?
of the sacrament of Confirmation is
1306 Every baptized
the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit as once
person not yet confirmed
granted to the apostles on the day of Pentecost.
can and should receive
the sacrament of Confirmation.121 Since Baptism,
1303 From this fact, Confirmation brings an
Confirmation, and Eucharist form a unity, it follows
increase and deepening of baptismal grace:
that "the faithful are obliged to receive this
- it roots us more deeply in the divine filiation
115
sacrament at the appropriate time,"122 for without
which makes us cry, "Abba! Father!";
Confirmation and Eucharist, Baptism is certainly
- it unites us more firmly to Christ;
valid and efficacious, but Christian initiation
- it increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us;
remains incomplete.
- it renders our bond with the Church more
116
perfect;
- it gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to 1307 The Latin tradition gives "the age of
discretion" as the reference point for receiving
spread and defend the faith by word and action as
Confirmation. But in danger of death children
true witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of
should be confirmed even if they have not yet
Christ boldly, and never to be ashamed of the
117
attained the age of discretion.123
Cross:

1304 Like Baptism which it completes,
Confirmation is given only once, for it too imprints
on the soul an indelible spiritual mark, the
"character," which is the sign that Jesus Christ has
marked a Christian with the seal of his Spirit by
clothing him with power from on high so that he
may be his witness.119
1305 This "character" perfects the common
5

Age of body does not determine age of soul. Even
in childhood man can attain spiritual maturity: as
the book of Wisdom says: "For old age is not
honored for length of time, or measured by number
of years. "Many children, through the strength of
the Holy Spirit they have received, have bravely
fought for Christ even to the shedding of their
blood.124

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Every Wednesday we will have Eucharistic Adoration following the morning mass at 11:00 am
until the evening mass at 6:00 pm. During this time we would like to make sure that there will
be someone present with the Eucharist at all times. To commit to an adoration time slot please
call Ghaida Shayota at )248)722-8002
Please pray for all of our priests as they will be on a retreat for 3 days from
Monday, July 15-17, therefore there will not be a daily 10:00 am mass during those days.
.CoM is inviting all high school students for a retreat at Mother of God Church on
Monday, July 15 at 7:00 pm. Contact the parish office with any questions.
Please join our Genesis 4:9 men’s group on Friday, July 19 at 7:00 pm in Mother of God’s
upper hall. The Guest speaker will be Father Pierre Konja.
A special blessing mass for all health professionals will be given after each mass on
Sunday, July 21.
Mother of God’s 8th Annual Golf Outing will be on Saturday, August 3 at Shenandoah Country
Club. For registration and sponsorship opportunities please visit www.moggolfouting.com or
contact the church office.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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