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How to thank God when you don’t feel thankful
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Life can be filled with trials sometimes. This prayer will remind you of what you might be forgetting.
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Some days, a person can get out of bed and wonder why.
“Nothing good can come from today,” you think, “and I don’t know why I bother.”
Some nights, a person can lay back in bed, reflect on the preceding 16 hours or so and wonder
where the good stuff was. “People say ‘God is good all the time,’” you muse, “but I think He
forgot me today.”

Office Hours

Gratitude doesn’t always happen easily.
It’s tough when you’re sick or unemployed, lonely or bullied, angry or grieving. It’s
tough to feel thankful when the car won’t start and payday isn’t for another week, when
you’re waiting for the results of that biopsy or got passed over, again, for that promotion. It’s tough to thank God for another day living in poverty or in a dangerous environment, another day estranged from your parents or children, another day with addiction or chronic illness.

Tel: 248-356-0565

But you know what? Gratitude isn’t automatic when times are great, either. Just as we often
can’t see or feel God’s goodness in the darkness, often we fail to recognize His abundant
blessings when the sun is shining with radiant brightness.

Linda Arabo
Office Administrator

Aiser Shammami
Pastoral Associate
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

“The secret of happiness,” St. Gianna Beretta Molla said, “is to live moment by moment
and to thank God for what He is sending us every day in His goodness.”

Fax: 248-356-5235

(Continued in page 2)

ONLINE GIVING
Mother of God Parish offers online giving
a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
manage contributions online or continue
having your offering envelopes mailed to
you. To sign up for online giving please visit
our website at
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 والمقصود بهذه العبارة هو أن السكران يظن بأنه.”اشعيا خطيئة السامرة ـ مركز مملكة الشمال ـ بعبارة “كبرياء السكارى
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  إال أنه حينما يحاول لفظ كلماته يخونه لسانه (اش. وال يحتاج للعون والسند، ومسيطر على الوضع، وبكامل قواه،على وعيه
Stay in touch with your parish on  وبالرغم من كل ذلك يبقى. فتراه يتلعثم ويترنح ويتساقط. وفي مشيه تخونه خطواته، وفي نهوضه تخونه أقدامه،) ١١ ،٨٢
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 وآستَت َرنا بِالبُ ْهتان،ِب َمل َجأ لنا
َ  ِألننا َجعَلنا الكذ، عادة ما يعتقد الشرير بإمكانه التحصن بالكذب ( ”»يَغشانا.)١١ ،٨٢ اش
 ألن حبل، لكن كل ذلك بالحقيقة ال يقوده إال إلى الهالك والضيعان.الشر والموت والشيطان
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ّ
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THE GOOD NEWS
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So let us pray.
Our Father, thank you for inviting me into your Presence. Every day. Every minute. Right now.
I am grateful, Lord, for this day. Thank you for being with me everywhere I have been. Thank you for being with me everywhere I will go.
But thank you, especially, for allowing me to be with you right now.
God, thank you for my hands and my fingers. Thank you for my shoulders and my arms, for my legs and my knees, for my feet and my toes.
Sometimes they don’t do what I want them to do. Sometimes my arms ache, my feet hurt, my joints get stiff. Thank you for all of that anyway.
And please send a special blessing, right now, upon those people who can’t use their legs to walk or their hands to hold or their fingers to
touch nearly as well as they wish.
God, thank you for my eyesight and my hearing. Thank you for my senses of taste, smell and touch. I don’t see as well as I did in my youth.
My hearing has diminished over the years. But thank you anyway for my senses and allow me to be ever mindful of that gratitude whenever
I see a friend smile at me or hear someone say, “I love you.”
And please send a special blessing, right now, upon those people who are not able to look at the face or to hear the voice of a loved one,
those people who aren’t able to fill their senses with your beautiful creation.
God, thank you for giving me a job. It might not always be my ideal way of spending a day, but it allows me to provide for my family and
find some purpose. Please bless the unemployed and underemployed with meaningful work.
God, thank you for giving me and those whom I love a roof over our heads, a comfortable and safe place to sleep, warm water for our showers, clean water to drink, more food than we need to nourish our bodies. Thank you for the safety and freedom we enjoy in part because of
our policemen and all first responders as well as the nation in which we live. Thank you for cars that start when we turn the key, toilets that
flush, air conditioning in the summer and heating in the winter, doctors and nurses and medication that allow us to either maintain good
health or continue to live with any illnesses. Thank you for laughter and tears, and I especially thank you for wonderful family and friends
with whom we can share that laughter and those tears.
Lord, please send a special blessing, right now, upon the homeless, those who don’t have clean water or food for the day, those who live in
parts of the world and even our own country where they don’t feel safe, those who lack indoor plumbing or adequate healthcare, those who
are lonely or vulnerable, those who suffer from disease or illness, those who are victims or addicts.
Father, thank you for every time my heart beats. Thank you for every breath I take. Thank you, God, for telling me that you love me and for
calling me to love you in return. Amen.
~This first appeared in the St. Louis Review. It is reprinted here with kind permission of the author.
By: Mike Eisenbath

)1( التتمة من الصفحة

 فمن ليس لديه خبرة ودراية ب الزراعة ويرى ألول مرة عمل الفالح قد يسيء.يستعين النبي في القسم الثالث من هذا اإلصحاح بمث ٍل واقعي ٍ من حياة الفالح لقراءة األحداث بعيون اإليمان
 ـ٨١ ،٨٢  من دون هذه الخطوات ال تكون التربة مناسبة ومهيئة لنمو البذار (اش، لكن في واقع األمر.فهم األخير حينما يقوم بحراثة األرض بقوة عنيفة ويقلب التربة رأسا ً على العقب
ورج” (وهو عبارة عن آلة خشبية يجرها ثوران ويجلس
َ َّ ودرسه باستخدام “الن، وكذلك الحال بالنسبة لبقية الخطوات الالحقة التي يقوم بها الفالح بدا ًء بحصد المحصول بالمنجل.)٨١
 ومن ثم التذرية بالرياح باستخدام “المدراية” (وهي آلة خشبية مسننة) وذلك لفصل التبن أو،) وإتمام عملية درس المحصول،سنَابل
َّ  وذلك لفصل الحب عن ال،الفالح عليها إلحداث الثقل
. من خالل رميها نحو األعلى لتقوم الرياح بفصلها عن بعضها،العُصافة عن حب الحنطة
َ كما يؤكد الكاتب بأن لكل بذرة كالشونير والك ُّمون والحِ ن
َّ طة والدُّخن وال
 وبالنسبة لمرحلة الحصاد يبين كيف يتم استخدام أدوات وطرق مناسبة لكل.شعير والعَلَس طريقة خاصة لزراعتها
٨٢
ُ
َ ضربُ الحِ ن
ُّ فال٨١“ :ً قائال،محصو ٍل
ُ ش
ُ ويُ َح َّركُ علَيها دَوالب،ًداس دَوسا
ُ ُ  وال ت،ورج
ُ ُ طة ولكِن ال ت
ُ ُدر
َ ُ  ت. وال َك ُّمونُ بِالقَضيب، بل بِال َعصا يُخ َبط،دار بَكَرة ُ العَ َجلَ ِة على ال َك ُّمون
َ َّس بِالن
َ ونيز ال ي
 من أين كل هذه الدراية للفالح للقيام بعمله بكل تفاصيله؟ الجواب هو أن هللا وهب له: قد يطرح السؤال التالي، وعلى ضوء كل هذا.) ٨٢  ـ٨١ ،٨٢  وال تُس َحق” (اش،ال َع َجل ِة ِبخَيلِها
َّ علَّ َمه هذه
 ويتعامل معه بحسب مواهبه، هكذا يلهم كل انسان،ع
َ  وكما يلهم هللا المزار.)٨٢ ،٨٢  ولَقنه إِيَّاها” (اش،الطريقة
َ  “ ِإل ُهه: وصبر ورجاء،الحكمة ليقوم بذلك بدقة وحرفية
 وعلى هذه الشاكلة أيضا ً يقوم هللا من خالل احداث التاريخ وبحكمه. تماما ً مثلما يتعامل الفالح مع كل نوع من الحنطة بطريقة تتميز عن غيرها، وشخصيته وما يميزه عن غيره،وطاقاته
،العادل بتطهير شعبه من السكارى المتكبرين والساخرين والكذابين والمتحالفين مع الموت ليهيئ التربة واألجواء المناسبة لبذرة اإليمان لتنمو في قلب اإلنسان الذي وضع ثقته بخالقه
 لذا على المؤمن أن. لكن ال بد منها لتنقيته من كل الشوائب، وحينما يحين وقت الحصاد يدخل في مراحل أخرى ال تقل صعوبة عن سابقاتها.فيثبت أمام تحديات كل هذه المراحل الصعبة
 لتنال نعمة هللا ورحمته،) التي تثبت أمام كل االختبارات والتحديات١ ،٨٢ ؛١ ،١ ؛ اش١١  ـ١٣ .١ ،١٢  مل٨( يثبت أمام التحديات ويبقى صامدا ً مع البقية الباقية من الشعب
 كما يقول النبي اشعيا في ختام هذا، وكل ذلك في النهاية ما هو إال هبة ومعجزة من هللا لخليقته.ً وهكذا في يوم الحصاد أي يوم الدينونة سيعطي المؤمن الحقيقي ثماراً طيبة.وخالصه
.) ـ آمين٨٢ ،٨٢  َعظي ُم ال َمهارة” (اش،شور ِة
َ  وهو، “هذا أَيضا ً خ ََر َج مِ ن عِن ِد َربّ ِ القُ َّوات:الفصل
َ عجيبُ ال َم
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

11:00 AM-6:00 PM Adoration
6:00 PM
English Mass

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (Aug 18):

$6221

Over/(Under):

$(1,779)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (July):

$800

Over/(Under):

$(3,200)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

KIDS CORNER

Summer
5th5thofof Summer
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KIDS CORNER
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint Jeanne Jugan
Born in northern France during the French Revolution—a time when congregations of women and men
religious were being suppressed by the national government, Jeanne would eventually be highly praised
in the French academy for her community’s compassionate care of elderly poor people.
When Jeanne was three and a half years old, her father, a fisherman, was lost at sea. Her widowed mother
was hard pressed to raise her eight children alone; four died young. At the age of 15 or 16, Jeanne became
a kitchen maid for a family that not only cared for its own members, but also served poor, elderly people
nearby. Ten years later, Jeanne became a nurse at the hospital in Le Rosais. Soon thereafter, she joined a
third order group founded by Saint John Eudes.
After six years she became a servant and friend of a woman she met through the third order. They prayed,
visited the poor, and taught catechism to children. After her friend’s death, Jeanne and two other women
continued a similar life in the city of Saint-Sevran. In 1839, they brought in their first permanent guest.
They began an association, received more members, and more guests. Mère Marie of the Cross, as Jeanne
was now known, founded six more houses for the elderly by the end of 1849, all staffed by members of her
association—the Little Sisters of the Poor. By 1853, the association numbered 500 and had houses as far
away as England.
Abbé Le Pailleur, a chaplain, had prevented Jeanne’s reelection as superior in 1843; nine years later, he
had her assigned to duties within the congregation, but would not allow her to be recognized as its founder. In 1890, the Holy See removed him from office.
By the time Pope Leo XIII gave her final approval to the community’s constitutions in 1879, there were
2,400 Little Sisters of the Poor. Jeanne died later that same year, on August 30. Her cause was introduced
in Rome in 1970. She was beatified in 1982, and canonized in 2009.

Reflection
Jeanne Jugan saw Christ in what Saint Teresa of Calcutta would describe as his “distressing disguises.”
With great confidence in God’s providence and the intercession of Saint Joseph, she begged willingly for
the many homes that she opened, relying on the good example of the Sisters and the generosity of benefactors who knew the
good that the Sisters were
doing. They now work in
30 countries. “With the
eye of faith, we must see
Jesus in our old people—
for they are God’s mouthpiece,” Jeanne once said.
No matter what the difficulties, she was always
able to praise God and
move ahead.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
the bread and wine that,
by the words of Christ and
the invocation of the Holy
Spirit, become Christ's
Body and Blood. Faithful
to the Lord's command
the Church continues to
do, in his memory and
until his glorious return,
what he did on the eve of
his Passion: "He took
1330 The memorial of the Lord's Passion and
bread...." "He took the cup
Resurrection.
filled with wine...." the
The Holy Sacrifice, because it makes present the
signs of bread and wine
one sacrifice of Christ the Savior and includes the
become, in a way
Church's offering. the terms holy sacrifice of the
Mass, "sacrifice of praise," spiritual sacrifice, pure surpassing understanding,
the Body and Blood of Christ; they continue also to
and holy sacrifice are also used,148 since it
completes and surpasses all the sacrifices of the Old signify the goodness of creation. Thus in the
Offertory we give thanks to the Creator for bread
Covenant.
152
fruit of the "work of human hands,"
The Holy and Divine Liturgy, because the Church's and wine,
but above all as "fruit of the earth" and "of the vine"
whole liturgy finds its center and most intense
- gifts of the Creator. the Church sees in the gesture
expression in the celebration of this sacrament; in
of the king-priest Melchizedek, who "brought out
the same sense we also call its celebration the
bread and wine," a prefiguring of her own
Sacred Mysteries. We speak of the Most Blessed
offering.153
Sacrament because it is the Sacrament of
sacraments. the Eucharistic species reserved in the
1334 In the Old Covenant bread and wine were
tabernacle are designated by this same name.
offered in sacrifice among the first fruits of the
1331 Holy Communion, because by this sacrament earth as a sign of grateful acknowledgment to the
we unite ourselves to Christ, who makes us sharers Creator. But they also received a new significance
in his Body and Blood to form a single body.149 We in the context of the Exodus: the unleavened bread
also call it: the holy things )ta hagia; sancta)150 - the that Israel eats every year at Passover
first meaning of the phrase "communion of saints" commemorates the haste of the departure that
in the Apostles' Creed - the bread of angels, bread
liberated them from Egypt; the remembrance of
from heaven, medicine of
151
the manna in the desert will always recall to Israel
immortality,
viaticum....
that it lives by the bread of the Word of
God;154 their daily bread is the fruit of the
1332 Holy Mass )Missa), because the liturgy in
promised land, the pledge of God's faithfulness to
which the mystery of salvation is accomplished
his promises.
concludes with the sending forth )missio) of the
faithful, so that they may fulfill God's will in their
The "cup of blessing"155 at the end of the Jewish
daily lives.
Passover meal adds to the festive joy of wine an
eschatological dimension: the messianic expectation
III. The Eucharist in the Economy of Salvation
of the rebuilding of Jerusalem. When Jesus
instituted the Eucharist, he gave a new and
The signs of bread and wine
definitive meaning to the blessing of the bread and
1333 At the heart of the Eucharistic celebration are the cup.

 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
 Article 3 THE SACRAMENT OF THE
EUCHARIST
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Catechism and First Communion programs will start on Saturday, September 21. To register, please visit the
parish’s website at ourladyofchaldeans.com and then click on the Catechism Tab.
Mother of God’s English Choir is looking for new members, as well as a pianist for the 7:00 pm mass. If you
are interested in joining, please see Shelby Jouni the choir director during the English masses.
A special blessing for all students and teachers will be given at all masses on Sunday, September 8
Beginning September 16, St. Thomas Chaldean Eparchy will offer classes to anyone interested in learning the
Chaldean liturgy, the Aramaic language, and the spirituality of serving the altar. These classes are open to everyone 12 years and older, but especially for those who are currently serving the altar, as well as those who wish
to be ordained sub-deacons. Courses will last three months, and will include different level classes
from beginner to advanced, and will be offered in both English and Arabic. For more information, visit chaldeanchurch.org/liturgy2019.
The 6th Annual Stride for Seminarians will be hosted at the Detroit Zoo on Sunday, September 22. Gates open
at 7:30 am, the walk begins at 8:30 am, and Mass begins at 10 am. Children under 2 years of age get in free,
children 2-12 are $30, and anyone 12 years or older are $40. Price includes a t-shirt, breakfast snacks, lunch,
kids activities, zoo admission, and parking. All proceeds support the education of the Chaldean Seminarians.
Register at alexandgabby.com.
ECRC's Annual Awake My Soul conference will take place Saturday, September 7, at Holy Martyrs Parish in
Sterling Heights. Full English and Arabic programs, as well as a kid's program, begin at 5:30 pm. The night
will end with music and adoration by Ignite the Spirit in English as well as Fr. Niaz Toma from Toronto in
Arabic. Tickets are $5 and are available online at www.ecrc.us

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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