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The Catholic Church celebrates today the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary on
its traditional fixed date of September 8, nine months after the December 8
celebration of her Immaculate Conception as the child of Saints Joachim and
Anne.
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The circumstances of the Virgin Mary's infancy and early life are not directly
recorded in the Bible, but other documents and traditions describing the circumstances of her birth are cited by some of the earliest Christian writers
from the first centuries of the Church.
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The “Protoevangelium of James,” which was probably put into its final written form in the early second century, describes Mary's father Joachim as a
wealthy member of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Joachim was deeply
grieved, along with his wife Anne, by their childlessness. “He called to mind
Abraham,” the early Christian writing says, “that in the last day God gave him
a son Isaac.”
Joachim and Anne began to devote themselves extensively and rigorously to
prayer and fasting, initially wondering whether their inability to conceive a
child might signify God's displeasure with them.

As it turned out, however, the couple were to be blessed even more abundantly than Abraham and Sarah, as an angel revealed to Anne when he appeared
to her and prophesied that all generations would honor their future child:
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com “The Lord has heard your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring
forth, and your seed shall be spoken of in all the world.”
Stay in touch with your parish on
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مباشر لهم مستخدما ً فعل األمر وضمير
يحث النبي اشعيا المؤمنين على التوبة حيث يوجه كالمه وبشك ٍل
ٍ
“ :ً قائال،المخاطب للجمع٦  أألَنَّه في ذلك اليَوم يَنبأذُ ُك ُّل٧.صيانأهم لَه
ْ توبوا إألى الَّذي ت َمادى بَنو إأسْرائيل في أع
 إنها المرة.)٧  ـ٦ ،١٣ صنَ َعتها لَكم أَيديك ُم الخاطأ ئة” (اش
َ واحأ ٍد أَوثانَه مأ نَ ال أفضَّة وأَوثانَه مأ نَ الذَّهَب الَّتي
الوحيدة التي يوجه فيها النبي كالمه بشكل مباشر في هذا الفصل مما يدّل على أهمية الرسالة التي ينوي
.ايصالها للسامع والقارئ هنا واآلن
)2( التتمة في صفحة
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THE GOOD NEWS
)(Continued in page 2

After Mary's birth, according to the Protoevangelium of James, Anne “made a sanctuary” in the infant girl's room,
and “allowed nothing common or unclean” on account of the special holiness of the child. The same writing records
that when she was one year old, her father “made a great feast, and invited the priests, and the scribes, and the el”ders, and all the people of Israel.
“And Joachim brought the child to the priests,” the account continues, “and they blessed her, saying: 'O God of our
fathers, bless this child, and give her an everlasting name to be named in all generations' . . . And he brought her to
the chief priests, and they blessed her, saying: 'O God most high, look upon this child, and bless her with the utmost
”'blessing, which shall be for ever.
The protoevangelium goes on to describe how Mary's parents, along with the temple priests, subsequently decided
that she would be offered to God as a consecrated Virgin for the rest of her life, and enter a chaste marriage with the
carpenter Joseph.
Saint Augustine described the birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary as an event of cosmic and historic significance, and
an appropriate prelude to the birth of Jesus Christ. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious
lily of the valley,” he said.
The fourth-century bishop, whose theology profoundly shaped the Western Church's understanding of sin and hu"man nature, affirmed that “through her birth, the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.

By:Philip Kosloski
التتمة من الصفحة ()1

ّ
الحق أو الباطل ،وأن يعبد هللا أو األوثان ،وأن يكون اتكاله على هللا أو على سالطين هذا العالم
والرسالة هذه تضع اإلنسان أمام خيارين ال ثالث لهما إما أن يكون مع
المتمثلين بقوتين عظيمتين في ذلك الزمان أال وهما مصر وأشور .والجدير بالمالحظة أن القوى األولى أي مصر تُذك َُر في بداية النص ولمرتين (اش  )١ .٣ ،١٣في
سياق يَدين فيه الكاتب المتكلين عليها وعلى قواتها العسكرية بدالً من وضع الثقة باهلل ،ومؤكدا ً على أن مصر وهؤالء المتكلين عليها يكون مصيرهم السقوط
سقَ َ
صور وفَنوا ُكلُّهم َمعا ً“ (اش  .)١ ،١٣أما القوى الثانية أي أشور
طال َم ْن
س ٌد ال روح .فإأذا َم َّد َّ
ُ
والهالك “ :أإنَّما مأ ُ
عث َ َر النَّ أ
الربُّ يَ َده َ
اصر ،و َ
صر بَش ٌَر ال أإله ،وخَيلُهم َج َ
فتذكر في خاتمة الفصل ،ونهايتها ال تختلف عن نهاية مصر ،ألن مصيرها ومصير المتحالف معها هو السقوط والهالك .ومثلما بدأ الفصل بذكر أسلحة مصر ،يُ َخت َت ُم
المرة السيف هو سيف هللا الذي يُبأي ُد الظالمين وكل من يتعاون معهم“ :ويَسقطُ أ َ ُّ
يف أإ ْنسان،
بذكر “السيف“ ،ولكن هذه ّ
س ٌ
ش ُ
س ُ
يف ال َ
سيفأ أإ ْنسان ،ويَلت َ أه ُمه َ
سيفٍ ال بأ َ
ور بأ َ
هربُ مأ نَ السَّيف ويَكونُ ُ
ُّخرة” (اش  .)٨ ،١٣يريد الكاتب من خالل تكرار كلمة “السيف” لخمس مرات في آية واحدة التوكيد على حكم هللا الشديد والعادل
فيَ ُ
شبَّانُه لألس َ
وسالطين هذا العالم وكل من يتعاون معهم ويتكل عليهم لكيما يخلص برحمته المظلومين واأليتام واألرامل والضعفاء والفقراء .إذن النص يبين بأن هللا
ض ّد طغاةأ
أ
شدي ٌد في حكمه ض ّد الظالمين ،ألنه رحو ٌم وبرحمته وحنانه يُن أقذُ المظلومين منهم.
وفي هذا اإلطار يستخدم الكاتب صورتين رائعتين لوصف عدل هللا ورحمته ،وهما زئير األسد على فريسته من جهة ،وحماية الطيور لفراغها من جهة
٤
س ُد وال ّ
نز ُل
الرعاة ،ال َيفزَ ُ
ستأه ،و أإذا ت َنادى علَيه َجماعةٌ مأنَ ُّ
أي َّ
شأب ُل على فَري َ
الربّ  :كما َيزأ َ ُر األ َ َ
ع مأن َ
صوتأهم وال َينثَني مأ ن َجلَ َبتأهم ،كذلك َي أ
أخرى “ :أألَنَّه هكذا قا َل ل َ
٥
يور َّ
ُّ
ورشَليم ،يَحْمي فيُن أقذُ ويَ ْعفو فيُنَ َجى“ (اش  ٤ ،١٣ـ  .)٥وفي النهاية يترك
ص ْهيون ،على تَلَّتأه.
حارب أة على َجبَ أل أ
الطائ َأرة يَحْ مي َربُّ القُ َّوات أ ُ َ
وكالط أ
َربُّ القُ َّوات لأل ُم َ
النبي القرار لإلنسان بأن يختار بين أن يكون إما فريسة ال حول وال قوة لها أمام زئير األسد الغاضب ،أو محميا ً و ُمنقذا ً كالفأراخ المحمية والمنقذة وهي في اعشاشها
متوقف على قبول المرء
من قبل الطيور الطائرة والكاسرة لكل من يحاول إيذاء افالذ اكبادها .إنها فعالً قضية الحياة أو الموت ،والخالص أو الهالك ،وكل ذلك
ٌ
صيانأهم لَه” (اش ،١٣
الدعوة للتوبة أو رفضها! ولهذا يستخدم النبي فقط هذا الفعل بصيغة األمر ليبرزه عن غيره ،قائالً“ :توبوا أإلى ا َّلذي ت َمادى َبنو إأسْرائيل في أع ْ
 .)٦فهل يا ترى نتعلم العبرة من األحداث التاريخية التي يسردها لنا الكتاب المقدس لخيرنا ولخالصنا؟!
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

11:00 AM-6:00 PM Adoration
6:00 PM
English Mass

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE

3

Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (Aug 28):

$5,489

Over/(Under):

$(2,511)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (July):

$800

Over/(Under):

$(3,200)

*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

KIDS CORNER

1st Of Elijah
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KIDS CORNER
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century. A September birth was chosen
because the Eastern Church begins its Church year with September. The September 8 date helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8.
Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of
James fills in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it does reflect the development of Christian
piety. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a child. They receive the
promise of a child who will advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like many biblical
counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in Mary’s life from the beginning.
Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine
forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The opening prayer at Mass
speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace.

Reflection
We can see every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human beings has
joined with God in his creative work. The loving parents have shown hope in a world filled with travail.
The new child has the potential to be a channel of God’s love and peace to the world.
This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary is the
foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its dawning.

Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the celebrant as well as to family and friends. Next to the birth of
Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the greatest possible happiness to the world. Each time we celebrate her birth,
we can confidently hope for an increase of peace in our hearts and in the world at large.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
the city or country gather in
the same place.
The memoirs of the apostles
and the writings of the
prophets are read, as much
as time permits.
When the reader has
finished, he who presides
over those gathered
admonishes and challenges
them to imitate these
beautiful things.
Then we all rise together
1342 From the beginning the Church has been faithful to and offer prayers* for
ourselves . . .and for all
the Lord's command. of the Church of Jerusalem it is
others, wherever they may
written:
be, so that we may be found
righteous by our life and actions, and faithful to the
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
commandments, so as to obtain eternal salvation.
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers....
When the prayers are concluded we exchange the kiss.
Day by day, attending the temple together and breaking Then someone brings bread and a cup of water and wine
bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad and mixed together to him who presides over the brethren.
generous hearts.166
He takes them and offers praise and glory to the Father
of the universe, through the name of the Son and of the
1343 It was above all on "the first day of the week,"
Holy
Sunday, the day of Jesus' resurrection, that the
Spirit and for a considerable time he gives thanks )in
Christians met "to break bread."167 From that time on
Greek: eucharistian) that we have been judged worthy of
down to our own day the celebration of the Eucharist
these gifts.
has been continued so that today we encounter it
When he has concluded the prayers and thanksgivings,
everywhere in the Church with the same fundamental
all present give voice to an acclamation by saying:
structure. It remains the center of the Church's life.
'Amen.'
When he who presides has given thanks and the people
1344 Thus from celebration to celebration, as they
have responded, those whom we call deacons give to
proclaim the Paschal mystery of Jesus "until he comes," those present the "eucharisted" bread, wine and water
the pilgrim People of God advances, "following the
and take them to those who are absent.169
168
narrow way of the cross," toward the heavenly
banquet, when all the elect will be seated at the table of 1346 The liturgy of the Eucharist unfolds according to a
the kingdom.
fundamental structure which has been preserved
throughout the centuries down to our own day. It
IV. The Liturgical Celebration of the Eucharist
displays two great parts that form a fundamental unity:
- the gathering, the liturgy of the Word, with readings,
The Mass of all ages
homily and general intercessions;
- the liturgy of the Eucharist, with the presentation of the
1345 As early as the second century we have the witness bread and wine, the consecratory thanksgiving, and
of St. Justin Martyr for the basic lines of the order of the communion.
Eucharistic celebration. They have stayed the same until The liturgy of the Word and liturgy of the Eucharist
our own day for all the great liturgical families. St.
together form "one single act of worship";170 The
Justin wrote to the pagan emperor Antoninus Pius )138- Eucharistic table set for us is the table both of the Word
161) around the year 155, explaining what Christians
of God and of the Body of the Lord.171
did:

 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION
OF THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
 Article 3 THE SACRAMENT OF THE
EUCHARIST
 III. The Eucharist in the Economy of
Salvation

On the day we call the day of the sun, all who dwell in
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Catechism and First Communion programs will start on Saturday, September 21. To register please visit the
parish’s website at ourladyofchaldeans.com and then click on the Catechism Tab.
The feast of the Holy Cross will be on Saturday, September 14. Ramsha prayers will start at 3:30 PM followed
by mass in English at 4:00. Also, Bishop Francis Kalabat will celebrate mass at 7:00 PM in Arabic and
Chaldean. Both masses will be followed by a blessing and veneration of a piece of the True Cross.
Protecting God’s Children Workshops for September will be Monday, September 9th at St. Joseph Church, and
Saturday, September 21st at St. George Church. Both workshops will be from 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. You MUST
attend this workshop once every 7 years in order to serve in any capacity within the church.

Beginning September 16, St. Thomas Chaldean Eparchy will offer classes to anyone interested in learning the
Chaldean liturgy, the Aramaic language, and the spirituality of serving the altar. These classes are open to
everyone 12 years and older, but especially for those who are currently serving the altar, as well as those who
wish to be ordained sub-deacons. Courses will last three months, and will include different level classes
from beginner to advanced, and will be offered in both English and Arabic. For more information, visit chaldeanchurch.org/liturgy2019.
The 6th Annual Stride for Seminarians will be hosted at the Detroit Zoo on Sunday, September 22. Gates open
at 7:30 am, the walk begins at 8:30 am, and Mass begins at 10 am. Children under 2 years of age get in free,
children 2-12 are $30, and anyone 12 years or older are $40. Price includes a t-shirt, breakfast snacks, lunch,
kids activities, zoo admission, and parking. All proceeds support the education of the Chaldean Seminarians.
Register at alexandgabby.com.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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