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4RD OF THE CROSS 7TH OF ELIJAH
St. Teresa of Avila’s haunting vision of Hell
The vision reminded her of the mercy of God and how he spared her this horrendous fate.
While St. Teresa of Avila is known to have experienced some of the most ecstatic experiences
of God’s presence ever recorded, she also received visions of the opposite.
Teresa writes in her autobiography about a frightening vision she had of Hell and how it
haunted her the rest of her life. When writing the vision down she experienced the same bonechilling feelings run throughout her body.
I found myself, as I thought, plunged right into Hell. I realized that it was the Lord’s will that I
should see the place which the devils had prepared for me there and which I had merited for
my sins. This happened in the briefest space of time, but, even if I were to live for many years,
I believe it would be impossible for me to forget it.
The entrance, I thought, resembled a very long, narrow passage, like a furnace, very low,
dark and closely confined; the ground seemed to be full of water which looked like filthy, evilsmelling mud, and in it were many wicked-looking reptiles.
At the end there was a hollow place scooped out of a wall, like a cupboard, and it was here
that I found myself in close confinement. But the sight of all this was pleasant by comparison
with what I felt there … My feelings, I think,
Continued in page (2)

 غنائم األشرار وكنوز األبرار:السابع من إيليا

“وي ٌل
َ :ومباشر للمدمر والخائن
ٍ
ٍ  يبدأ النص بوي ٍل موج ٍه بشك ٍل شخصي:)١ ،٣٣  نهاية المدمر والخائن (اش.١
ُ رفر
غ مِّ ن الخِّ يان ِّة
ُّ  إِّنَّكَ حينَ تَك. والخائِّنُ وأَنتَ لم ت َخ ْن،لَكَ أَيُّها ال ُمد َِّم ُر وأَنتَ لم ت ُ َد َّمر
َ َ  وحينَ ت،ْمير ت ُ َد َّمر
ِّ عن التَد
ِّ ُف
 فإنه ال يخدع إال نفسه،ٌ مها حاول اإلنسان المجرم والخاطئ تغطية ذنوبه والتظاهر بأنه بري ٌء وصالح.”ت ُخان
 وسيدينه عليها،ً أما لدى هلل فيبقى معروفا ً وكل أفعاله مكشوفةً ونواياه الشريرة مفضوحة،وربما بعض اآلخرين
 فإن.)٧٢ ،٧٢  سي: كما يؤكد النص على أن ما يرتكبه الخاطئ سينقلب عليه عاجالً أم آجالً (قارن.ًدينونةً قاسية
 والحفرة التي يحفرها ألخيه،)٢٧ ،٧٢ ّ مت: والسيف الذي به يقتل سيُقتل (قارن، وإن خان فسيُخان،دمر سيُدمر
؛ سي٧٢ ،٧٢ حرجهُ سيَ ْر ِج ْع علَيه (أم
ِ َ والحجر الذي يد، والفَ ّخ الذي نصبه سيُؤخذُ هو ِبه،سيقع هو نفسه فيها
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
،٧٢  والضربة التي يوجهها بالمكر ستجرحه (سي، والحجر الذي يرميه إلى فوق سيقط على رأسه،)٧٢ ،٧٢
Stay in touch with your parish on
 وما يزرعه،)٧ ،٢ ّ؛ مت٧٤ ،٤  مر: وبالكيل الذي به يكيل سيُكال له وسيزاد (قارن، وكما يدين سيُدان،)٧٢
FACEBOOK
؛ هو٣٠ ،٣٠ ؛٨ ،٧٧ ؛٧١ ،٠٨ ؛٣٠ ،٠ ؛ أم٠٢ ـ٠١ ،٤٧ ؛٨ ،٤ ؛ أي٠٠  ـ٠١ ،٣  اش:فإياه سيحصد (قارن
Mother of God Chaldean Catholic Church
.)٨  ـ٢ ،٢ ؛ غال٢ ،٩  كور٧ ؛٠٣ ،٠١
 السبب هو.واوطان
مدن
خراب
سبب
عن
كثيرة
أمثلة
خاص
بشكل
المقدس
يعطينا التاريخ بشكل عام والكتاب
ٍ
ٍ
 ويجري مع، هذا ما جرى مع إسرائيل.خيانة أهل الدار وتعاونهم مع اإلعداء الخارجيين الذين يريدون تدميرهم
 اشعيا النبي يوجه كالمه اليوم بشكل خاص ألبناء البلدان.كل بلد يخونه أبنائه بتعاونهم مع من يريد الخراب لهم
 والتكاتف لوضع ح ٍدّ إلراقة الدماء وإنهاء،التي تعاني بسبب الصراعات والحروب داعيا ً إياها لوضع ثقتها باهلل
 من دون هذا التغيير. وعدم وقوع في ف ّخ األجنبي الذي غايته بالنهاية ليست إال مصلحته الخاصة،المآسي
 ال اآلن، ال رجاء وال خالص،الجذري والتوبة الحقيقة والوعي العميق على المستوى الفردي وعلى صعيد األمة
!وال في اآلخرة
)2( االتتمة في صفحة
Mother of God Parish offers online giving
a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
manage contributions online or continue
having your offering envelopes mailed to
you. To sign up for online giving please visit
our website at
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THE GOOD NEWS
)Continued in page (2

could not possibly be exaggerated, nor can anyone understand them. I felt a fire within my soul the nature of which I am utterly incapable
of describing … I had been put in this place which looked like a hole in the wall, and those very walls, so terrible to the sight, bore down
upon me and completely stifled me. There was no light and everything was in the blackest darkness.
It was a terrifying experience, but she fully understood why God allowed her to see first-hand the torments of Hell.
[T]his vision was one of the most signal favors which the Lord has bestowed upon me: it has been of the greatest benefit to me, both in taking from me all fear of the tribulations and disappointments of this life and also in strengthening me to suffer them and to give thanks to the
Lord, Who, as I now believe, has delivered me from such terrible and never-ending torments.
She understood that if she hadn’t turned away from vice and embrace a life of virtue, this would have been her fate. Teresa was grateful to
God for the many graces she received and for his mercy in sparing her such torment.
Furthermore, this vision moved St. Teresa to experience great sadness over those people who were drawing near to that destination, through
their deliberate choices.
It also inspired me with fervent impulses for the good of souls: for I really believe that, to deliver a single one of them from such dreadful
tortures, I would willingly die many deaths. After all, if we see anyone on earth who is especially dear to us suffering great trial or pain,
our very nature seems to move us to compassion, and if his sufferings are severe they oppress us too.
Instead of experiencing satisfaction at the justice of those souls being eternally damned, she wanted to save them, offering herself as a
living sacrifice.
Hell is a very real place, and while it shouldn’t be our only reason for choosing virtue over vice, it is a good starting point and should lead
us to a life united to God. Our choices matter, and the good news is that we can change our lives, no matter how far we have gone down the
wrong path.
By: Philip Kosloski
التتمة من الصرفحة ()1

 .٢استغاثة المظلومين (اش  :)٢ ،٣٣صالة االستغاثة التي يطلقها المظلومين هلل (اش  )٧ ،٣٣بعد التدمير والخيانة (أش  )٠ ،٣٣تلخص بطلب الرحمة .من أجمل الصلوات وأبسطها
ب آرح َْمنا” .يستجيب الربّ لهذه
وأعمقها في الوقت ذاته هي الصالة التي ترد هنا ،وفي الكثير من النصوص من الكتاب المقدس سوءا ً في العهد القديم أو في العهد الجديد ،وهي“ :يا َر ُّ
االستغاثة التي تتفرع لقسمين وكما يلي :أوالً “فك ُْن ذِّراعَهم في ك ُِّل صَباح” .ثانياًْ “ :
الضيق” .المظلوم المتألم الفقير الذي ال حول له وال قوة ملجأه الوحيد هو هللا.
وكن َخالصَنا في َوق ِّ
ت ِّ
يضع ثقته الكاملة به ،ويؤمن بأنه سيأخذ حقه ويخلّصه .وكل ما عليه فعله هو أن ينتظر ويصبرِّ “ :إ َّياكَ آنت َ َظرنا”.
 .٣عقاب األشرار (اش  ٣ ،٣٣ـ  :)٤جواب هللا ال يتأخر كثيرا ً على طلب المستغيثين .فاآلية التي تعقب صالة االستغاثة مباشرة تمثل جواب هللا الحاسم إلنقاذ الذين يطلبون رحمته
ويستغيثونه بألم .ردّ هللا على الدعاء األول للمستغيثين ،أي “فك ُْن ذِّراعَهم في ك ُِّل صَباح” يتحقق من خالل هزيمة وتبديد األمم التي تحارب وتقتل ،وتظلم وتدمر ،وتسرق وتحرق“ :مِّ ن
ت األ ُ َمم” (اش  ٣ ،٣٣ـ .)٤
ت الشُّعوب ،وعِّن َد آرترفاعِّ صَو ِّتكَ ت َ َب َّد َد ِّ
َّجيج ه ََر َب ِّ
صَو ِّ
ت الض ِّ
ً
هنا أيضا يقدم لنا التاريخ أمثلة كثيرة ألناس طغاة ظنوا بأنهم يستطيعون أن يسيطروا على العالم ويتحكموا بمصير الشعوب ،إال أن نهايتهم كانت بكل معنى الكلمة مأسوية و ُمهينة .فمهما
عظم اإلنسان ،يبقى هللا خالقه أعظم منه .والعظمة الحقيقة حسب الكتاب المقدس هي بالتواضع والخدمة ،والمحبة وبذل الذات .وغير ذلك ما هو إال هبا ٌء وغبا ٌء.
مثلما جرى التأكيد بأن المدمر سيُدمر والخائن سيُخان (اش  ،)٠ ،٣٣هكذا ما جمعه المجرم من الغنائم بتعديه وسرقته ألموال وثروات الفقراء ستؤخذ منه كغنائم بعد ان يُ َه ّزم“ :فت ُج َم ُع
َ
ب الجُندُب” (اش  .)٤ ،٣٣إذن ال بركةً وال تمتعا ً وال ضميرا ً مرتاحا ً وال فائدة من األموال المسروقة والغنائم والفساد والرشاوي ،بل
ب علَيها تَواث ُ َ
غني َمت ُكم جَم َع الجَراد ،ويُت َواث َ ُ
ستتحول للعنة ودينونة قاسية .فالفساد يفسد صاحبه ،ويجلب عليه الويالت والفقم ،بدالً من الخيرات والنِعم.
٥
َّ
ْ
َ
ب ِّألَنَّه
الر
م
ظ
ع
ت
“
اآليتين:
بهاتين
يتخلص
عليه
هللا
وجواب
.)٧
،٣٣
(اش
الضيق”
 .٤خالص األبرار (اش  ٥ ،٣٣ـ  :)٦الدعاء الثاني للمستغيثين كان:
“وكن َخالصَنا في َوق ِّ
َ
َ َّ ُّ
ت ِّ
٦
ُ
ً
َ
َ
َ
ً
َنزَ
َكونُ
ب ك ه” (اش  ٢ـ  .)٢بالمقارنة مع “الغنائم” التي يستحوذ عليها
الص وحِّ ك َمة وعِّلما ،وت
فرة خ ٍ
سا ِّكنٌ في العَالء ،وقد َمألَ ِّص ْهيونَ حَقا ً وبِّراً .ويَكونُ أَمانةَ أَيَّامِّ كَ َ
الر ِّ
َمخافة َّ
وو َ
اإلنسان بمخالفته لوصايا هللا وظلمه للناس ،يشدد النبي اشعيا هنا بأن “الكنز” الحقيقي الذي ال يمكن ألحد أن يسلبه منه (قارن :متّ  ٠٩ ،٢ـ  )٧٠مصدره هو مخافة هللا“ :وت َكونُ
ب كَنزَ ه”.
الر ِّ
َمخا َفةُ َّ
ً
ً
ً
نعم الخيرات والبركات والنعم والسالم كلها تأتي لمن يكون مؤمنا ونزيها ومسالما ،ويحب هللا خالقه ،ويحب قريبه حبه لنفسه ،ويُعامل الناس مثلما يريد أن يُعاملوهُ (أي حسب القاعدة
لهكَ ،
الذهبية في األخالق؛ قارن :ال ٠٨ ،٠٩؛ متّ ٠٧ ،٢؛  ٣٢ ،٧٧ـ ٤١؛ لو ٣٠ ،٢؛ ٧٢ ،٠١؛ يو  ٩ ،٠٢ـ  ،)٠٢وباألخص يعمل حسب وصايا هللا ١“ :وإِّذا سَمِّ عتَ ِّلصَو ِّ
الر ِّ
ت َّ
ب إِّ ِّ
١٢
سما َء ،كَنزَ ه الطيب ،فيُعطي أَرضَكَ َم َط َرها في أَوانِّه،
ب لَكَ ال َّ
الر ُّ
الر ُّ
َميع أ ُ َمم األَرض … يَرفت َح َّ
حافِّ ًظا جَمي َع َوصاياهُ الَّتي أَنا آ ُم ُركَ بِّها اليَوم ،وعامِّ الً بِّها ،يَج َعلُكَ َّ
ب إِّل ُهكَ َفوقَ ج ِّ
ع َمل مِّ ن أَعْما ِّل َيدَيكَ  ،فت َقت َِّرضُ مِّ نكَ أ ُ َم ٌم كَثيرةٌ وأَنتَ ال ت َقت َِّرض … ” (تث  ٠ ،٧٨ـ .)٠٤
باركُ ُك َّل َ
ويُ ِّ
١٥
لهكَ ،
أما اللعنات فتأتي عندما يتمرد االنسان على هللا ويعصى وصاياه ،فيبدأ بالكذب والسرقة والقتل ،وكل ذلك يجلب عليه لعنات وويالت ال متناهية “ :وإِّن لم ت َسمع ِّلصَو ِّ
الر ِّ
ت َّ
ب ِّإ ِّ
ُدركُكَ  ١٦ :فت َكونُ َم ْلعو ًنا في ال َمدينة و َم ْلعو ًنا في البَ ِّريَّة … ” (تث  ٠٢ ،٧٨ـ .)٢٨
حافِّ ًظا َوصاياه وفَرائِّضه الَّتي أَنا آ ُمركَ بِّها اليَوم ولم ت َع َم ْل بِّها ،تأتي علَيكَ هذه اللَّعَناتُ كلُها وت ِّ
َ
نَّ
ريق
ط
ب
م
ل
عا
ب
الر
إ
ف
“
لهالكنا:
دنا
يقو
الذي
والخطيئة
والكره
الشر
طريق
نختار
إذن القرار قرارنا ،ومصيرنا يتعلق باختيارنا .إما أن نحب هللا ونعمل حسب وصاياه فنخلص ،أو
ِّ
ّ
َّ َّ
ِّ
ٌ ِّ
ِّ
األَبْرار ،و ِّإنَّ إِّلى الهالكِّ َطريقَ األَشْرار” (مز .)٢ ،٠
األب ريبوار عوديش باسه
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

11:00 AM-6:00 PM Adoration
6:00 PM
English Mass

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (October 13):
Over/(Under):

$5,657
$(2,343)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (September): $1,682
YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Over/(Under):
*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

$(2,318)

KIDS CORNER

4th of Cross — 7th of Elijah

4

KIDS CORNER
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
Saint John of Capistrano
Feast day for St. John of Capistrano is October 23
It has been said the Christian saints are the world’s greatest optimists. Not blind to the existence
and consequences of evil, they base their confidence on the power of Christ’s redemption. The
power of conversion through Christ extends not only to sinful people but also to calamitous
events.
Imagine being born in the 14th century. One-third of the population and nearly 40 percent of the
clergy were wiped out by the bubonic plague. The Western Schism split the Church with two or
three claimants to the Holy See at one time. England and France were at war. The city-states of
Italy were constantly in conflict. No wonder that gloom dominated the spirit of the culture and
the times.
John Capistrano was born in 1386. His education was thorough. His talents and success were
great. When he was 26 he was made governor of Perugia. Imprisoned after a battle against the
Malatestas, he resolved to change his way of life completely. At the age of 30 he entered the Franciscan novitiate and was ordained a priest four years later.
John’s preaching attracted great throngs at a time of religious apathy and confusion. He and 12
Franciscan brethren were received in the countries of central Europe as angels of God. They were
instrumental in reviving a dying faith and devotion.
The Franciscan Order itself was in turmoil over the interpretation and observance of the Rule of
St. Francis. Through John’s tireless efforts and his expertise in law, the heretical Fraticelli were
suppressed and the “Spirituals” were freed from interference in their stricter observance.
John of Capistrano helped bring about a brief reunion with the Greek and Armenian Churches.
When the Turks captured Constantinople in 1453, John was commissioned to preach a crusade
for the defense of Europe. Gaining little response in Bavaria and Austria, he decided to concentrate his efforts in Hungary. He led the army to Belgrade. Under the great General John Hunyadi,
they gained an overwhelming victory, and the siege of Belgrade was lifted. Worn out by his superhuman efforts, Capistrano was an easy prey to an infection after the battle. He died on October
23, 1456.

Reflection
John Hofer, a biographer of John Capistrano, recalls a Brussels organization named after the
saint. Seeking to solve life problems in a fully Christian spirit, its motto was: “Initiative, Organization, Activity.” These three words characterized John’s life. He was not one to sit around. His
deep Christian optimism drove him to battle problems at all levels with the confidence engendered by a deep faith in Christ.

Saint John of Capistrano is Patron Saint of:
Judges
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF THE tend."199 In the most blessed
sacrament of the Eucharist
CHRISTIAN MYSTERY

"the body and blood, together
with the soul and divinity, of
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
our Lord Jesus Christ and,
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
therefore, the whole Christ is
 CHAPTER ONE THE SACRAMENTS truly, really, and substantially
OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
contained."200 "This presence
 Article 3 THE SACRAMENT OF THE is called 'real' - by which is
not intended to exclude the
EUCHARIST
other types of presence as if
 V. The Sacramental Sacrifice
they could not be 'real' too,
Thanksgiving, Memorial, Presence
but because it is presence in
the fullest sense: that is to
1372 St. Augustine admirably summed up this
say, it is a substantial
doctrine that moves us to an ever more complete
participation in our Redeemer's sacrifice which we presence by which Christ,
God and man, makes himself wholly and entirely
celebrate in the Eucharist:
present."201
This wholly redeemed city, the assembly and
society of the saints, is offered to God as a universal 1375 It is by the conversion of the bread and wine
into Christ's body and blood that Christ becomes
sacrifice by the high priest who in the form of a
present in this sacrament. the Church Fathers
slave went so far as to offer himself for us in his
Passion, to make us the Body of so great a head.... strongly affirmed the faith of the Church in the
efficacy of the Word of Christ and of the action of
Such is the sacrifice of Christians: "we who are
many are one Body in Christ" the Church continues the Holy Spirit to bring about this conversion. Thus
St. John Chrysostom declares:
to reproduce this sacrifice in the sacrament of the
altar so well-known to believers wherein it is
evident to them that in what she offers she herself is It is not man that causes the things offered to
become the Body and Blood of Christ, but he who
offered.194
was crucified for us, Christ himself. the priest, in
the role of Christ, pronounces these words, but their
The presence of Christ by the power of his word
power and grace are God's. This is my body, he
and the Holy Spirit
says. This word transforms the things offered.202
1373 "Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised
and St. Ambrose says about this conversion:
from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us," is present in many ways
to his Church:195 in his word, in his Church's prayer, Be convinced that this is not what nature has
"where two or three are gathered in my name,"196 in formed, but what the blessing has consecrated. the
power of the blessing prevails over that of nature,
the poor, the sick, and the imprisoned,197 in the
because by the blessing nature itself is changed....
sacraments of which he is the author, in the
Could not Christ's word, which can make from
sacrifice of the Mass, and in the person of the
nothing what did not exist, change existing things
minister. But "he is present . . . most especially in
198
into what they were not before? It is no less a feat to
the Eucharistic species."
give things their original nature than to change their
nature.203
1374 The mode of Christ's presence under the
Eucharistic species is unique. It raises the Eucharist
above all the sacraments as "the perfection of the
spiritual life and the end to which all the sacraments
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The diocese is pleased to welcome Bishop Saad Sirop from Europe. His Excellency
will be discussing his experience of being kidnapped in 2006, shared in his latest
book. The presentation will be this Tuesday, October 22 at Mother of God
Cathedral at 6:00 pm. The presentation will be in English and Arabic.
Our annual Kids Halloween Party hosted by .COM will be on Sunday, October
27th at 5:30 pm In the church hall.
The Second Annual Men's Conference will be held on Saturday, November 9th at
Mother of God Church. All ages are welcome. Registration is open online
at www.ecrc.us/genesis49 Tickets are $10 per person and will include
breakfast and lunch.
A special blessing mass celebrated by Bishop Francis Kalabat for
couples celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniversary will be on
Saturday, November 23rd at 4:00 pm. Please contact the church office for
more information

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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