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How the Eucharist can connect us to our deceased relatives
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Bishop Francis Kalabat
Bishop of the Diocese
of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit

Fr. Sanharib Youkhanna
Rector

Fr. Patrick Setto

While death can seem like a wide separation, those who died in grace are
closer to us than they were on earth.
The death of a close relative or friend can hit us hard. We cherished their presence
when they were alive and their death leaves an unfortunate void in our lives.
However, while death separates us in a physical way, it’s not the end. There is
hope found in the Eucharist.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains why we call the Eucharistic celebration “holy communion.”
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Holy Communion, because by this sacrament we unite ourselves to Christ, who makes us
sharers in his Body and Blood to form a single body. (CCC 1331)
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ماذا يعني لنا زمن تقديس الكنيسة ؟

المطران باسيليوس يلدو

Fax: 248-356-5235

ONLINE GIVING
Mother of God Parish offers online giving
a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
manage contributions online or continue
having your offering envelopes mailed to
you. To sign up for online giving please visit
our website at

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
Stay in touch with your parish on
FACEBOOK
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 فالكنيسة هي الجماعة المؤمنة مع،)بهذه الفترة من السنة الطقسية الكلدانية نركز على الكنيسة (هيكل هللا
 وخالفا ً لذلك سوف تبقى مؤسسة،الذين يخدمونها… الكنيسة ليست فقط االكليروس ؟ وانما الكل يشترك فيها
دكتاتورية او جدران فارغة… لآلسف احيانا ً نركز على الجدران والبناء وننسى االنسان الذي هو اهم من كل
!شيء
 انت الصخرة … لماذا: أنت المسيح ابن هللا الحي … وشهادة يسوع الى بطرس:اعتراف بطرس ليسوع
 مثل، اساسها متين وقوي! هكذا يجب ان يكون ايماننا،يختار يسوع كلمة الصخرة ألنها قوية ال تتزعزع
 طبعا ً ال يعني انه لم يخف او يهتز بالعكس نراه احيانا متحمس واحيانا متخوف واحيانا متسرع،ايمان بطرس
 ولهذا نحتاج الى االصرار.ولكن في النهاية يتعلم من كل هذه الخبرة االيمانية ويعطي الشهادة الحقيقة
 وهنا البد ان نركز على دور العائلة، وهذا ما لمسناه في مؤمنينا عند التهجير،والشجاعة في االيمان
 طبعا تعتمد ايضا ً على العائلة اذا، فيها نتلقى التربية االيمانية والمبادئ المسيحية،باعتبارها الكنيسة االولى
كانت ملتزمة ايمانيا ام ال ؟
 في عالم طغت عليه العلمنة والمادة والتكنلوجيا وسادت فيه الحروب واالرهاب،اليوم امامنا تحديات كثيرة
 حتى في، بدأ الناس بالبحث عن المصالح بعيدا ً عن القيم،وكلها ساعدت في ابتعاد الناس عن هللا والكنيسة
 او المصالح الشخصية او منشغلين بالهجرة،الكنيسة نراهم عند الكنائس االخرى ألجل الحصة التموينية
وانتقاد الكنيسة بل االكثر من ذلك شن حملة اعالمية ضدها وأمور كثيرة اخرى بعيدة عن االيمان ؟ علينا
. لنتعلم من حياة القديسين والشهداء،العودة الى الجذور
)2 (التتمة في الصفحة
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Furthermore, the Catechism goes on to expand on this reality, stating that the “Eucharist is celebrated in communion with the
whole Church in heaven and on earth, the living and the dead.”
The worthy reception of Holy Communion at Mass unites us to Jesus Christ, and by doing so, unites us to everyone who is in
union with him. This includes all the saints in heaven, not simply the “canonized” ones recognized by the Church, but all the
deceased individuals who have been purified by Christ’s love.
Jan Wakelin at Catholic Answers explains this dimension of the Eucharist.
The Eucharist also unites heaven and earth. Many who have lost a loved one may experience closeness to that person after receiving Communion or while in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. These feelings may be a result of a deep theological awareness that those who died in grace are alive in Christ; thus our nearness to Christ in the Eucharist brings us nearer to them as
well.
On this side of the veil, we do not know for certain if a beloved relative or friend is united with Christ in Heaven. They may
have had to experience a period of purgation in the afterlife, before being able to walk through the gates of Heaven. Others we
know may have led a virtuous life and died a beautiful death, united to the cross of Jesus Christ.
Regardless of who is in Heaven, in the Eucharist we are united in a spiritual way to countless people who have died. In this way,
we are closer to them then we would have been when they were alive. It is a mysterious theological truth, but one that can give
us comfort in this “vale of tears.”
The Eucharist is a foretaste of that heavenly banquet, when we will be united to Jesus and those in Heaven in a way that we cannot fathom here on earth. It gives us hope that one day, we will be reunited with our beloved friend, parent, spouse or child.
Death does not have the final say. Jesus has conquered death and has provided a place for us and our loved ones to live in love
and peace for all eternity.
By: Philip Kosloski

)1 (التتمة من الصفحة

 ألنها اعطت الكثير منذ تأسيسها بالقرون االولى وتعرضت لالضطهادات على يد االمبراطورية الرومانية والفارسية والعثمانية،كنيستنا المشرقية تدعى كنيسة الشهداء
 والعدد الكبير الذي اعطته الكنيسة من الشهداء لحد هذا اليوم هو دليل على ذلك ! نسميهم شهداء النهم اعطوا حياتهم شهادة إليمانهم وعلى.… واخيرا على يد داعش
 ريما لم تتاح لنا فرصة شهادة الدم ولكن، اليوم مطلوب منا جميعا (وباالخص المكرسين) ان نكون مثال لألخرين في ايماننا وشهادتنا ليسوع المسيح،مثالهم القديسين
 بتمسكنا بالقيم والمبادئ المسيحية ! لآلسف اليوم اصبح االيمان عند البعض شيء ثانوي؟،تبقى الشهادة ليسوع بتصرفاتنا واعمالنا
:اسئلة موجهة لكل واحد منا
!  مكان للعبادة ام الحصول على المساعدات ام مكان لقاءات،ماذا تعني لك الكنيسة ؟ بيت هللا

-1

!  اعادة الثقة للذين ابتعدوا ام االنتقاد،ما هو دورك في بناء الكنيسة؟ تصحيح االخطاء
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 ام االهتمام بالدعوات الكهنوتية، الوقوف بجنب المهجرين، االهتمام بالفقراء والمحتاجين،ماذا تنتظر اليوم من الكنيسة؟ التركيز على الكتاب المقدس ونشر كلمة هللا
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! …والرهبانية والتكريس
.ختاما لنصلي من اجل الكنيسة وكل المؤمنين فيها
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
01:11AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday

5:00 PM
6:00 PM

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

Confession

First and third Wednesday of December

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.



Adoration
English Mass

MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month from
7:00-10:00 pm For more information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Sunday Goal:

$7,000

Sunday Collection (November 04):

$6,142

Over/(Under):

($858)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (Oct):

$1,142

Over/(Under):
*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

($2,858)

THE GOOD NEWS
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF
THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
 SECTION ONE THE SACRAMENTAL
ECONOMY
 CHAPTER TWO THE
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATION OF
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
 Article 0 CELEBRATING THE
CHURCH'S LITURGY
 II. How is the Liturgy Celebrated?
1157 Song and music fulfill their function as signs in a
manner all the more significant when they are "more
closely connected . . . with the liturgical
action,"22 according to three principal criteria: beauty
expressive of prayer, the unanimous participation of the
assembly at the designated moments, and the solemn
character of the celebration. In this way they participate
in the purpose of the liturgical words and actions: the
glory of God and the sanctification of the faithful:23
How I wept, deeply moved by your hymns, songs, and
the voices that echoed through your Church! What
emotion I experienced in them! Those sounds flowed into
my ears distilling the truth in my heart. A feeling of
devotion surged within me, and tears streamed down my
face - tears that did me good.24
1158 The harmony of signs )song, music, words, and
actions) is all the more expressive and fruitful when
expressed in the cultural richness of the People of God
who celebrate.25 Hence "religious singing by the faithful
is to be intelligently fostered so that in devotions and
sacred exercises as well as in liturgical services," in
conformity with the Church's norms, "the voices of the
faithful may be heard." But "the texts intended to be sung
must always be in conformity with Catholic doctrine.
Indeed they should be drawn chiefly from the Sacred
Scripture and from liturgical sources."26
Holy images
1159 The sacred image, the liturgical icon, principally
represents Christ. It cannot represent the invisible and
incomprehensible God, but the incarnation of the Son of
God has ushered in a new "economy" of images:
Previously God, who has neither a body nor a face,
absolutely could not be represented by an image. But
now that he has made himself visible in the flesh and has
lived with men, I can make an image of what I have seen
of God . . . and contemplate the glory of the Lord, his
face unveiled.27
1160 Christian iconography expresses in images
the same Gospel message that Scripture
5

communicates by
words. Image and
word illuminate
each other:
We declare that we
preserve intact all the
written and unwritten
traditions of the Church
which have been entrusted
to us. One of these
traditions consists in the
production of
representational artwork,
which accords with the
history of the preaching of
the Gospel. For it confirms
that the incarnation of the
Word of God was real and
not imaginary, and to our benefit as well, for realities that
illustrate each other undoubtedly reflect each other's
meaning.28
1161 All the signs in the liturgical celebrations are related
to Christ: as are sacred images of the holy Mother of God
and of the saints as well. They truly signify Christ, who is
glorified in them. They make manifest the "cloud of
witnesses"29 who continue to participate in the salvation
of the world and to whom we are united, above all in
sacramental celebrations. Through their icons, it is man
"in the image of God," finally transfigured "into his
likeness,"30 who is revealed to our faith. So too are the
angels, who also are recapitulated in Christ:
Following the divinely inspired teaching of our holy
Fathers and the tradition of the Catholic Church )for we
know that this tradition comes from the Holy Spirit who
dwells in her) we rightly define with full certainty and
correctness that, like the figure of the precious and lifegiving cross, venerable and holy images of our Lord and
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, our inviolate Lady, the
holy Mother of God, and the venerated angels, all the
saints and the just, whether painted or made of mosaic or
another suitable material, are to be exhibited in the holy
churches of God, on sacred vessels and vestments, walls
and panels, in houses and on streets.31
1162 "The beauty of the images moves me to
contemplation, as a meadow delights the eyes and subtly
infuses the soul with the glory of God."32 Similarly, the
contemplation of sacred icons, united with meditation on
the Word of God and the singing of liturgical hymns,
enters into the harmony of the signs of celebration so that
the mystery celebrated is imprinted in the heart's memory
and is then expressed in the new life of the faithful.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our Christmas giving tree is available in the church foyer,
please grab a tag and support those in need, gifts are due by Sunday, December 9.
First Annual Men's Conference will be held on Saturday November 07th at
Mother of God Church. The event will feature 2 prominent catholic speakers, Deacon Harold
Burke and Justin Fatica, along with a panel of 3 of our Chaldean priests and a seminarian,
including Fr. Pierre Konja who will be on video conference from Iraq. All ages are welcome. You
must register online at www.ecrc.us.Tickets are $01/person including breakfast and lunch.
In preparation for the Advent season, our Christmas decorating and cleaning day
for the whole church will be on Saturday, December 0 at 01:11 am
for those who would like to join and help us.

Special Mass for 25th & 51th year wedding anniversary will be celebrated on
Saturday, December 0st at 4:11 pm. Please contact the church office for more information.
Mother of God’s Annual Christmas Concert and Party, will be on
Saturday, December 7 at 6:31 pm. Opportunities to advertise for you business through
sponsorship and/or donations are available, please call the office for information.
In remembrance of the beatification of Blessed Solanus Casey, blessing of the sick-in Arabic &
English will be held at the Solanus Casey Center/St. Bonaventure Chapel, on Sunday, November
08th, and every third Sunday of the month thereafter, at 2pm.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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