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(المجد هلل في العلى وعلى االرض السالم وللناس المسرة)(.لو)41 :2

Fr. Sanharib Youkhanna
Rector

ايها االخوة واالخوات
كما نحتفل بعيد ميالد ربنا يسوع المسيح ملك الملوك ورب االرباب خالقك والهك وابوك السماوي
وجابلك ومبدعك الفريد فكيف تحتفل بعيد ميالده او ماذا يعني عيد ميالده بالنسبة اليك

Fr. Patrick Setto
Parochial Vicar

Fr. Emanuel Rayes
Retired in residence

Linda Arabo

هو عيد ميالد الفرح والسالم الداخلي عيد ميالد المحبة والغفران الالمحدودان افال يستحق منك
حضور احد القداديس االحتفالية المقامة ليلة عيد ميالده اال يستحق منك الترنيم والتسبيح النه هو
صاحب العيد اال يستحق منك ان تهديه حبك
فلنطلب من طفل المغارة أن يبارك حياتنا ويحفظنا
وأن نقول له:

Office Administrator

Aiser Shammami
Pastoral Associate
Office Hours

Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

شكرا يا الهي على حبك لي!

Tel: 248-356-0565

بأسم راعينا الجليل مار فرنسيس قالبات السامي االحترام وبأسمي االب سنحاريب واخي االب باتريك
ستو .
نتقدم باحر التهاني والتبريكات الى جميع االخوة واالخوات بمناسبة حلول عيد ميالد مخلصنا يسوع
المسيح وحلول العام الجديد 2222
ونطلب من طفل المغارة ان يعم السالم واالمن على العالم اجمع وباالخص شرقُنا الجريح وشعبنا
المسيحي الصابر
وكل عام وانتم بالف خير

Fax: 248-356-5235

ONLINE GIVING
Mother of God Parish offers online giving
a web based electronic contribution
application that is safe and secure. you can
manage contributions online or continue
having your offering envelopes mailed to
you. To sign up for online giving please visit
our website at

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
Stay in touch with your parish on
FACEBOOK
Mother of God Chaldean Catholic Church
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THE GOOD NEWS
The silence of St. Joseph
His silence is not an empty thing … not angry, not disconsolate or weary. Facing such a mystery, what could one
say?
St. Joseph, one of the central figures of the Nativity story )in fact one of the central figures of the Christian religion),
never speaks a word in the Scriptures. Unlike Jesus, Mary, the Apostles, pharisees who question the Lord, or gentiles who profess faith in Him, Joseph is silent.
The French diplomat-poet Paul Claudel lyrically describes Joseph, saying, “He is silent as the earth when the dew
rises, / He feels the fullness of night, and he is at ease with joy and with truth.” Joseph’s silence is not an empty
thing.
The nature of Joseph’s silence is a confident thing. “Silent as the earth when the dew rises,” says Claudel. Silence in
the order of the dewfall — dewfall of course is mentioned in the Second Eucharistic Prayer and can call to mind the
silence of Joseph for us henceforth upon hearing it — the silence of the dewfall is an orderly, natural, constant thing.
The dewfall is also hidden, mysterious, and tender.
Such is the silence of Joseph. Believing that, as the Book of Lamentations says, “The Lord’s mercies are new each
morning” )Lam. 3:22), Joseph can rest in peace, placing his trust in the Lord’s designs. The manna descended upon
the Israelites in the wilderness as a gentle dewfall )Ex. 41). Joseph, knowing the Lord had provided in past ages,
knew the Lord would sustain him. As a father, whose love is constant, hidden, and tender like the dewfall, so the
Lord loves his people. Animated by God’s own example of love, that is how Joseph loves the Lord.
Joseph’s silence is neither naive nor Pollyannaish. Claudel notes Joseph “feels the fullness of night.” Joseph is a man
of the world, although clearly not a worldly man. He has seen the plight of his people. A carpenter, he would have
known the frustrations of daily business: completing and changing orders, negotiating prices, collecting debts. How
could the sorrows of the world have escaped him? Further still, a just man )meaning a religious one), would know
the sorrow of people turning from God. Longing for the foretold savior, Joseph awaited in silence the fulfillment of
God’s plan.
This does not mean that Joseph was not disturbed by Mary’s news. Indeed, it took the visit of an angel in his dreams
to console him. However, Pope Benedict XVI remarks, “To trust God does not mean to see everything clearly according to our criteria, it does not mean to carry out what we have planned; to trust God means to empty ourselves
of ourselves and to deny ourselves, because only one who accepts losing himself for God can be ‘just’ as St. Joseph,
that is, can conform his own will to God’s and thus be fulfilled.” Joseph’s silence was not angry. Neither was it disconsolate or weary. Joseph’s silence was his expression of patiently allowing the Lord to reveal all that He had in
store.
Sometimes frustration overtakes believers. We dare to tame God’s works and turn away when He defies our simple
categories. The Christian faith is not something that can wholly be captured by words. This is what it means to call
the events of Christmas )the holy Incarnation, the marriage of an ever-Virgin woman, the homage of angels, shepherds and Magi at Bethlehem’s manger) holy mysteries. Words can explain them, in the sense that these sacred
events are not illogical, but words cannot domesticate them. God’s designs are not against our human reason, but
His works do transcend it. Facing such a mystery, what could one say?
Joseph’s silence is the response of love. Recall Claudel’s words, “He is at ease with joy and with truth.” The design
of First Truth, the providential plan which orders the universe is not something to fear. God’s work in our lives does
not cause alarm, nor does He induce anxiety or apprehension. The battle, of course, on this side of eternity is to be so
given over to God, that we find ourselves at home with joy and totally desirous of Truth. This is a work of saints: To
fight with every fiber of their being the temptation to doubt God’s work. This is the work of Joseph’s silence: to respond with love to presence of joy and truth.
When Joseph saw the infant Christ, like Mary he gazed upon the face of God. Heretofore, as St. John’s Gospel tells
us, “No one has ever seen God” )John 4:48). With the eyes of faith, Joseph could see clearly. He believed in the plan
announced by the angel. His silence was a profession of faith before the very Word-made-Flesh. St. Joseph, holy
patriarch, patron of the Universal Church, obtain the silence of faith for us!
By Fr. Patrick Briscoe
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PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on

Saturday Vigil Mass

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to
see if a date is available.

4:00 PM

English

Sunday Masses
8:30 AM
10:00AM
11:30 AM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing
or to receive the Eucharist.

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six

months before you plan to be married and before
you make arrangements for the reception, please
call the parish office to make an appointment with
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.

Arabic/عربي
English
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث
English

Weekday Masses

8:00 AM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM

English at ECRC
Morning Prayer
Chaldean/سورث

Wednesday



NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES

11:00 AM-6:00 PM Adoration
6:00 PM
English Mass

Confession

First and third Wednesday of every even month

5-6 pm
Wednesday
6-7 pm
Sunday
(or by appointment)

from 7:30 - 9:30 pm.


MARRIAGE CLASSES
First four Thursdays of every even month

from 7:00-10:00 pm For more
information please visit:
www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep

FINANCIAL STATUS
Sunday Goal:

$8,000

Sunday Collection (December 15):

$6,256

Over/(Under):

$(1,744)

Monthly Online Donation Goal:

$4,000

Monthly Online Collection (November): $1380
YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES
SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS
APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO
ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE
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Over/(Under):
*Sign up for online donation at
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com

$(2,620)

KIDS CORNER
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KIDS CORNER
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HAPPENING IN THE PARISH
Christmas and New Year Mass
Schedule for 2019-2020

جدول اوقات قداديس عيد الميالد
ورأس السنة الجديدة
ليلة عيد الميالد  -الثالثاء  ٤٢كانون االول

Christmas Eve-Tuesday, December 24th

صالة الرمش

 ٣ظهرا

القداس باالنكليزية

٤عصرا

القداس باالنكليزية

 ٦مساء

القداس بالعربية

 ٨مساء

صالة ليلة العيد

 ٠:٣٩ليال

القداس بالسورث /سيادة المطران فرنسيس

3:00 PM
4:00 PM

Ramsha Praters
English Mass

6:00 PM
8:00 PM

English Mass
Arabic Mass

9:30 PM
10:00 PM

 ٠٩ليال

Christmas Day-Wednesday 25th

االربعاء  ٤٢كانون االول – يوم العيد
القداس باالنكليزية /سيادة المطران فرنسيس
القداس بالسورث

 ٠٩صباحا
 ٠١ظهرا

10:00 AM
12:00 PM

الخميس  ٤٢كانون االول – عيد تهنة العذراء مريم
القداس بالسورث

القداس باالنكليزية

 ٠٩صباحا

10:00 AM
6:00 PM
11:30 PM

 ٦مساء
٠٠:٣٩ليال

صالة الرمش
القداس باالنكليزية

English Mass W/Bp. Francis
English Mass

New Year’s Day-Wednesday 1st

 ٠١ظهرا

12:00 PM

االثنين  ٢كانون الثاني – عيد الدنح (عماذ الرب)
القداس بالسورث /سيادة المطران فرنسيس
العماذات /سيادة المطران فرنسيس

Chaldean

New Year’s Eve-Tuesday 31st

االربعاء  ٣كانون الثاني – يوم رأس السنة الجديدة
القداس بالسورث

English Mass W/Bp. Francis
Chaldean Mass

Solemnity of Mary-Thursday 26th

الثالثاء  ١٣كانون االول – ليلة عيد رأس السنة
القداس باالنكليزية /سيادة المطران فرنسيس

Evening Prayers
Chaldean Mass W/Bp. Francis

Chaldean Mass

Feast of the Epiphany-Monday 6th

 ٠٩صباحا
 ٠١ظهرا
 ٣ظهرا
٤عصرأ

10:00 AM

Chaldean Mass W/Bp. Francis

12:00 PM
3:00 PM

Baptisms W/Bp. Francis
Ramsha Prayers

4:00 PM
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English Mass

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF THE who reconciles: "Be
CHRISTIAN MYSTERY
reconciled to God."7 He
who lives by God's
merciful love is ready to
 SECTION TWO THE SEVEN
respond to the Lord's call:
SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH
"Go; first be reconciled to
 CHAPTER TWO THE
your brother."8
SACRAMENTS OF HEALING
 Article 4 THE SACRAMENT OF
II. Why a Sacrament of
PENANCE AND RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation after
Baptism?
Article 4
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND
RECONCILIATION
4122 "Those who approach the sacrament of
Penance obtain pardon from God's mercy for
the offense committed against him, and are, at
the same time, reconciled with the Church
which they have wounded by their sins and
which by charity, by example, and by prayer
labors for their conversion."4

I. What is This Sacrament Called?
4123 It is called the sacrament of conversion
because it makes sacramentally present Jesus'
call to conversion, the first step in returning to
the Father5 from whom one has strayed by sin.
It is called the sacrament of Penance, since it
consecrates the Christian sinner's personal and
ecclesial steps of conversion, penance, and
satisfaction.
4121 It is called the sacrament of confession,
since the disclosure or confession of sins to a
priest is an essential element of this sacrament.
In a profound sense it is also a "confession" acknowledgment and praise - of the holiness of
God and of his mercy toward sinful man.
It is called the sacrament of forgiveness, since
by the priest's sacramental absolution God
grants the penitent "pardon and peace."6
It is called the sacrament of Reconciliation,
because it imparts to the sinner the live of God

4125 "YOU were washed,
you were sanctified, you
were justified in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our
God."9 One must appreciate the magnitude of
the gift God has given us in the sacraments of
Christian initiation in order to grasp the degree
to which sin is excluded for him who has "put
on Christ."10 But the apostle John also says: "If
we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us."11 and the Lord
himself taught us to pray: "Forgive us our
trespasses,"12 linking our forgiveness of one
another's offenses to the forgiveness of our sins
that God will grant us.
4126 Conversion to Christ, the new birth of
Baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the
Body and Blood of Christ received as food have
made us "holy and without blemish," just as the
Church herself, the Bride of Christ, is "holy and
without blemish."13 Nevertheless the new life
received in Christian initiation has not abolished
the frailty and weakness of human nature, nor
the inclination to sin that tradition calls
concupiscence, which remains in the baptized
such that with the help of the grace of Christ
they may prove themselves in the struggle of
Christian life.14 This is the struggle of
conversion directed toward holiness and eternal
life to which the Lord never ceases to call us.15
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
The 2020 calendars are ready, for purchase at the church lobby.
2020 weekly donation envelopes are ready at the church lobby. If you have signed
up for it, please pick up your box. Anyone interested in participating,
please call the Office.
It is a tradition at Mother of God church on Christmas Eve to gather in the hall
for chai/coffee and kulechi after all Masses. If you are able to
donate a bag of kulechi, please bring it to the church.
On December 24 & 25, during all Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses, we
are holding a second collection for our seminarian fund, priest retirement fund,
and Iraq relief fund.
The Kairos Retreats for 2020 will be as follows: for ages 30-40 years, the retreat will be from January 23-26. For ages 20-24 will be on February 27March 1st and ages 25-30 years will be from 5-8 March.

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce”
Proverbs 3:9

Easy * Fast * Secure
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