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       DECEMBER 23RD, 2018                    4TH OF ADVENT 

PARISH DIRECTORY  
 
Bishop Francis Kalabat 
Bishop of the Diocese  
of St. Thomas the Apostle of Detroit  

Fr. Sanharib Youkhanna 
Rector 

Fr. Patrick Setto 
Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Emanuel Rayes  
Retired in residence 

Linda Arabo  
Office Administrator 

Aiser Shammami 
Pastoral Associate  
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday  

8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Tel: 248-356-0565   

Fax: 248-356-5235  

Stay in touch with your parish on 
FACEBOOK  

Mother of  God Chaldean Catholic Church 
 

        

ONLINE GIVING 

Mother of God Parish offers online giving                                                                                                                
a web based electronic contribution  
application that is safe and secure. you can 
manage contributions online or continue 
having your offering envelopes mailed to 
you. To sign up for online giving please visit 
our website at   

  
www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

         Mother of God Church | 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48033 | 

 معايدة االب سنحاريب البنا الخورنة 

 المجد هلل في االعالي وعلى االرض السالم وبالناس المسرة

تابع األب األقدس يقول، إن االحتفال بالميالد هو التشبه بيسوع، الذي أتى من أجلنا نحن المعوزين، 

والنزول نحو من هم بحاجة إلينا. وهو التشبّه بمريم والثقة، بالطاعة هلل حتى بدون أن نفهم ما 

 سيفعله.

 ونحن نحتفل بعيد الميالد علينا الوقوف امام المغارة لكي نرى كيف الرب يسوع

 لم يكن له موضع يولد فيه,

 قد نسأل لماذا؟

 الن الرب يسوع يريد قلوبنا تكون له مغارة

 فهذا الشيء يجعلنا ان نفكر بالخرين

 الناس المهمشين

 الناس المنسيين في عالمنا

 الذين يعيشون في دار المسننين

أبنائنا وبناتنا المؤمنين المباركين  نتقدم باحر التهاني والتبريكات الى جميع االخوة واالخوات و

  9102بالرب بمناسبة حلول عيد ميالد مخلصنا يسوع المسيح وحلول العام الجديد 

على العالم اجمع وباالخص شرقُنا الجريح وشعبنا   و نطلب من طفل المغارة ان يعم السالم واالمن

 المسيحي الصابر

 وكل عام وانتم بالف خير

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS 

 What does Joseph’s experience teach us about God’s plans? 

Though never in the spotlight, Joseph's humble and freely chosen acceptance of God's will brought forth great fruit. 

The Lord always knew his plan for Joseph’s life; as such, we can have confidence that he has a plan for us.  

God exists outside of space and time – after all, it is he who created them. Yet it is mind-boggling to consider that the Lord has always 
known what way of life he would call each of us to. Have you ever stopped to consider the beginning of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, 
which list the ancestry of Jesus? The genealogy given there is Joseph’s lineage, not Mary’s. In the Gospel of Matthew, after about fourteen 
lines of genealogy beginning with a line that says “Abraham became the father of Isaac,” it is written, “Eleazar became the father of 
Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the 
Messiah” (Matthew 0). Looking through this genealogy of significant Biblical figures from whom Christ descended through Joseph, it is 
clear that even as the Lord told Abraham that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars, the Lord knew that he would ask Joseph to 
protect Jesus Christ as his foster father.  

In his recent book on the infancy of Jesus, Pope Benedict XVI writes that Jesus “does not originate from any man, but is a new creation, con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit. The genealogy is still important: Joseph is the legal father of Jesus.  Through him, Jesus belongs by law, “legally,” 
to the house of David. And yet he comes from elsewhere, “from above” – from God himself” (Jesus of Nazareth: the Infancy Narratives, pg. 
7). In his plan for salvation, God the Father intended for a human person, Joseph, to be the earthly father of Jesus Christ.  
God’s plans don’t always mean glory and prestige on earth. 
At first glance, Joseph’s story is not one that any of us would dream of making our own: his fiancée becomes pregnant with someone else’s 
child and he marries her anyway, despite the derision sure to come from his neighbors. At the time of the census, he cares for his pregnant 
wife on a long journey, only to be turned away from every inn and to have his stepchild be born in a stable. He never had relations with his 
wife or had any children of his own. He had to flee to Egypt, away from everything he knew, to keep his family safe from the murderous 
King Herod. We don’t even know how he died. It sounds like poor St. Joseph got the short end of the stick. 

When we take another look at the role he played in salvation history, however, it is clear that God’s plans are bigger than anything he could 
have ever desired.  Joseph married the perfect woman; she never sinned. He didn’t have his own biological child, but he was the legal parent 
to the Savior, Jesus Christ. He may not have always lived in the same place, but his job had more enduring effects than any successful car-
pentry business: he protected, taught and raised the Son of God.  Two millennia later, people around the world pray to St. Joseph.  Men ask 
that they might be holy fathers like him, that they might provide and defend their families. Women pray that St. Joseph might intercede for 
their spouses, sons or brothers. Joseph did not experience glory during his earthly life, but the reward of the just awaited him in Heaven. 
Like all men, Joseph was given free will – he did not have to follow God's plan for his life. 
Imagine the decision that Joseph had to make when he heard in a dream, “‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins’” (Mt 0:91-90). This was God's plan for Joseph, but Joseph could have rejected Mary and divorced her quietly, as he had previously 
intended on doing. 

Blessed Pope John Paul II tells us that Joseph is a model for all of us in “holy obedience.” In his apostolic exhortation Redemptoris Custos, 
he writes, “‘When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took Mary as his wife” (cf. Mt 0:94). He 
took her in all the mystery of her motherhood. He took her together with the Son who had come into the world by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. In this way he showed a readiness of will like Mary's with regard to what God asked of him through the angel…What he did is the 
clearest “obedience of faith” (cf. Rom 0:5; 06:96; 9 Cor 01:5-6). 
This freely chosen obedience to conform to God's will is particularly marked by Joseph's humility and readiness to simply do the work to 
which he had been called. Blessed John Paul II remarks, “[A]t the moment of Joseph's own ‘annunciation’ he said nothing; instead he simply 
‘did as the angel of the Lord commanded him’ (Mt 0:94). And this first ‘doing’ became the beginning of ‘Joseph's way.’ The Gospels do not 
record any word ever spoken by Joseph along that way.” It is for this reason that St. Joseph is the patron saint of workers – he commits him-
self to the work of the Lord in a simple, direct way, fully obedient and full of faith. 
Ven. Pope Paul VI wrote, “he is the proof that in order to be a good and genuine follower of Christ, there is no need of great things – it is 
enough to have the common, simple and human virtues, but they need to be true and authentic” (Discourse, March 02, 0262: Insegnamenti, 
VII [0262], p. 0968). 
God the Father entrusted the mystery of the Incarnation to Joseph's protection and care. As Christians, each of us is called to this 
same guardianship. 
For someone who, in the eyes of the world, was merely a small town carpenter, Joseph had the incredible calling of guarding the Christ Child, the Incarnate 

Son of God. Blessed John Paul II writes, “Together with Mary, Joseph is the first guardian of this divine mystery. Together with Mary, and in relation to 
Mary, he shares in this final phase of God's self-revelation in Christ and he does so from the very beginning.” Joseph is not only a witness to 
Christ's birth and childhood; he is the protector of God's plan of salvation coming to fruition. 
Joseph's life is a reminder to each one of us that we are called to protect the mysteries of the faith. This is a responsibility that we all have, 
regardless of our particular vocations. The Catechism teaches that we are required “to nourish and protect our faith with prudence and vigi-
lance, and reject everything that is opposed to it” (Catechism, 9188). 

Joseph's life, his diligent devotion to Christ and to the Lord's call, is a shining example of the way that God's plan works in our lives. Each 
one of us is part of God's greater plan for mankind (to know, love and serve him), and our humble obedience to that plan will bring us true 
happiness and sanctification. 

 Caitlin BootsmaBy:  

https://aleteia.org/author/caitlin-bootsma/
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE  
 

     Saturday Vigil Mass    
4:00 PM      English  

 

Sunday Masses  
    8:30 AM         Arabic/عربي 

01:11  AM             English  
      11:30 AM     Morning Prayer 
      12:00 PM     Chaldean/سورث 

  7:00 PM                English   
 

Weekday Masses 
       8:00 AM       English at ECRC 

    9:30 AM       Morning Prayer  
    10:00 AM      Chaldean/سورث 

 
Wednesday 

5:00 PM       Adoration 
      6:00 PM  English Mass  

 
Confession 

       5-6 pm        Wednesday  
6-7 pm        Sunday  

    (or by appointment) 

 
  

 

PARISH SCHEDULE AND WEEKLY INFORMATION 

BAPTISM: We celebrate Baptism at 2:00 pm on 

the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Please call 
the parish office at least two weeks in advance to 
see if a date is available.  

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please call the 
parish office to make arrangements for Anointing 
or to receive the Eucharist.  

MARRIAGE: Please schedule at least six 
months before you plan to be married and before 
you make arrangements for the reception, please 
call the parish office to make an appointment with 
the priest to begin the necessary preparations.  

 

 NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING CLASSES   

      First and third Wednesday of  every even month 

                    from  7:30 - 9:30 pm.  

 MARRIAGE CLASSES     

      First four Thursdays of every even month Starting  

      February 2019, from 7:00-10:00 pm For more  

      information please visit:  

www.ecrc.us/marriage-prep 

 

YOU CAN LISTEN TO OUR CHALDEAN PARISHES 

SUNDAY HOMILIES BY DOWNLOADING PODCASTS 

APP ON YOUR PHONES AND SUBSCRIBING TO                       

ST. THOMAS CHALDEAN DIOCESE 

     

FINANCIAL STATUS 

Sunday Goal:                           $7,000 

Sunday Collection (December 16):             $6,054 

Over/(Under):                             ($946)  

 

Monthly Online Donation Goal:  $4,000 

Monthly Online Collection (Nov):              $2,070 

Over/(Under):                                             ($1,930) 

 

*Sign up for online donation at 

www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com  

http://www.OurLadyOfChaldeans.Com
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THE GOOD NEWS 

 

Mother of God Church Christmas and new year mass’ Schedule 

 جدول اوقات قداديس عيد الميالد وراس السنة الجديدة

 

Christmas Eve – Monday, December 24, 201 8ليلة عيد الميالد                   -كانون االول  42االثنين   

Ramsha prayers                                                             3:00 pm                                                   صالة الرمش 

English Mass                                                                  4:00 pm                                              القداس باالنكليزية 

English Mass                                                                  6:00 pm                                              القداس باالنكليزية 

Arabic Mass                                                                   8:00 pm                                                القداس بالعربية 

Evening Prayers                                                             9:30 pm                                                 صالة ليلة العيد 

Chaldean Mass w/Bp. Francis                                         10:00 pm القداس بالسورث مع سيادة المطران فرنسيس                  

 

Christmas Day – Tuesday, December 25, 2018   يوم العيد                      –كانون االول  42الثالثاء 

English Mass w/Bp. Francis                                             10:00 am   قداس باالنكليزية مع سيادة المطران فرنسيس              

Chaldean Mass                                                              12:00 pm                                               قداس بالسورث 

 

Solemnity of Mary – Wednesday, December 26, 2018 تهنىة العذراء مريم  –كانون االول  42االربعاء   

Chaldean Mass                                                             10:00 am                                                 قداس بالسورث 

 

New Year’s Eve – Monday, December 31, 2018 رأس السنة                      –كانون االول  13االثنين   

English Mass w/Bp. Francis                                             6:00 pm                 قداس باالنكليزية من سيادة المطران فرنسيس 

English Mass                                                                 11:30 pm                                                 قداس بالنكليزية 

 

New Year’s Day – Tuesday, January 1, 2019                يوم رأس السنة الجديدة    –كانون الثاني  3الثالثاء 

Chaldean Mass                                                             12:00 pm                                                 قداس بالسورث 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany – Sunday January 6, 2019 عيد الدنح: عماذ الرب  –كانون الثاني  2االحد 

Arabic Mass                                                                8:30 am                                                     قداس بالعربية 

English Mass                                                               10:00 pm                                                 قداس باالنكليزية 

Chaldean Mass w/Bp. Ibrahim                                      12:00 pm                    قداس بالسورث من سيادة المطران ابراهيم 

Baptisms                                                                    2:30 pm                                                                عماذ 

English Mass                                                               7:00 pm                                                  قداس باالنكليزية 
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 PART TWO: THE CELEBRATION OF 
THE CHRISTIAN MYSTERY 

 SECTION ONE THE 
SACRAMENTAL ECONOMY 

 CHAPTER TWO THE 
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATION OF 
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 

 Article 2 LITURGICAL DIVERSITY 
AND THE UNITY OF THE MYSTERY 

 
 

LITURGICAL DIVERSITY AND THE UNITY OF 
THE MYSTERY 

Liturgical traditions and the catholicity of the Church 

0911 From the first community of Jerusalem until the 
parousia, it is the same Paschal mystery that the 
Churches of God, faithful to the apostolic faith, celebrate 
in every place. the mystery celebrated in the liturgy is 
one, but the forms of its celebration are diverse. 

0910 The mystery of Christ is so unfathomably rich that 
it cannot be exhausted by its expression in any single 
liturgical tradition. the history of the blossoming and 
development of these rites witnesses to a remarkable 
complementarity. When the Churches lived their 
respective liturgical traditions in the communion of the 
faith and the sacraments of the faith, they enriched one 
another and grew in fidelity to Tradition and to the 
common mission of the whole Church.66 

0919 The diverse liturgical traditions have arisen by very 
reason of the Church's mission. Churches of the same 
geographical and cultural area came to celebrate the 
mystery of Christ through particular expressions 
characterized by the culture: in the tradition of the 
"deposit of faith,"67 in liturgical symbolism, in the 
organization of fraternal communion, in the theological 
understanding of the mysteries, and in various forms of 
holiness. Through the liturgical life of a local church, 
Christ, the light and salvation of all peoples, is made 
manifest to the particular people and culture to which 
that Church is sent and in which she is rooted. the 
Church is catholic, capable of integrating into her unity, 
while purifying them, all the authentic riches of 
cultures.68 

0913 The liturgical traditions or rites presently in use in 
the Church are the Latin (principally the Roman rite, but 
also the rites of certain local churches, such as the 

Ambrosian rite, or those of 
certain religious orders) and 
the Byzantine, Alexandrian 
or Coptic, Syriac, 
Armenian, Maronite and 
Chaldean rites. In "faithful 
obedience to tradition, the 
sacred Council declares that 
Holy Mother Church holds 
all lawfully recognized rites 
to be of equal right and 
dignity, and that she wishes 
to preserve them in the 
future and to foster them in 
every way."62 

Liturgy and culture 

0914 The celebration of the liturgy, therefore, should 
correspond to the genius and culture of the different 
peoples.71 In order that the mystery of Christ be "made 
known to all the nations . . . to bring about the obedience 
of faith,"70 it must be proclaimed, celebrated, and lived in 
all cultures in such a way that they themselves are not 
abolished by it, but redeemed and fulfilled:79 It is with 
and through their own human culture, assumed and 
transfigured by Christ, that the multitude of God's 
children has access to the Father, in order to glorify him 
in the one Spirit. 

0915 "In the liturgy, above all that of the sacraments, 
there is an immutable part, a part that is divinely 
instituted and of which the Church is the guardian, and 
parts that can be changed, which the Church has the 
power and on occasion also the duty to adapt to the 
cultures of recently evangelized peoples."73 

0916 "Liturgical diversity can be a source of enrichment, 
but it can also provoke tensions, mutual 
misunderstandings, and even schisms. In this matter it is 
clear that diversity must not damage unity. It must 
express only fidelity to the common faith, to the 
sacramental signs that the Church has received from 
Christ, and to hierarchical communion. Cultural 
adaptation also requires a conversion of heart and even, 
where necessary, a breaking with ancestral customs 
incompatible with the Catholic faith."74 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1GZ
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H0
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H1
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H2
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H3
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H4
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H5
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H6
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P3C.HTM#$1H7
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
It is a tradition at mother of God church on Christmas Eve after all Masses to  

gather in the hall for chai/coffee and kulechi. If you are able to donate a bag of  

kulechi, please bring it to the church. 

 

There will be a second collection at all Christmas Masses.  

61% of the collection will be going toward Christian Iraqi needy.  

21% for the Chaldean Seminarian fund, and 21%   

will go to the Clergy retirement Fund.  

 

ECRC is offering two Kairos retreat. For ages 21-24 on February 7-01,  

and ages 25-31 on February 20-24. To register visit; www.ecrc.us/kairos-retreats/  

 

2109 weekly donation envelopes are available in the Lobby,  

please make sure to pick yours. Any one interested in participating,  

please call the Office.  

 

 “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with first fruits of all your produce” 
Proverbs 3:9 

Easy * Fast * Secure 
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