April 26, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our
defense against the
wickedness and snares of
the Devil. May God rebuke
him, we humbly pray, and
do thou, O Prince of the
heavenly hosts, by the
power of God, thrust into
hell Satan, and all the evil
spirits, who prowl about the
world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
ISAIAH 49:13
Sing for joy, O heavens, and
exult, O earth;
break forth, O
mountains, into singing!
For the Lord has comforted
his people,
and will have compassion
on his suffering ones.

Fourth Sunday of the Resurrection

THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO
LOSING THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
“When a woman is in labor, she has
pain, because her hour has come. But
when her child is born, she no longer
remembers the anguish because of
the joy of having brought a human
being into the world. So you have
pain now; but I will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice, and no
one will take your joy from you. “
- John 16:21-22
This life is not heaven, and no matter
how beautiful, how enjoyable, how good
and how loving our relationships are,
they are only a foreshadowing of things
to come. The joy of the world is
temporary. It is something like when a
mother feels her child kick. It is beautiful,
it is good, it is wonderful, but it is
temporary. The joy of holding a child in
her arms far surpasses the little kicks,
which were a foretaste of what is to
come.
Equally true are the labor pains. While
we are in this world the weight of sin, our
own and that of others will always be
there. We can't escape it as long as we
live. But, because Christ destroyed the
power of death and rose from the dead,
making death anew, we have a hope of a
life much better than this one. As Jesus's
parable puts it, this life is like labor pains
and afterwards it is like the joy of holding
a newborn in your arms.
So, in light of Christ's teaching, and the
Resurrection, why do we weep over the
(Continued on page 2)
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faithful departed? In one sense, there is the sadness of
losing someone who you can see, speak with, hug, kiss, eat
with, laugh with, etc. But, as disciples of Jesus, which one of
us would say they have no desire for Heaven? But if we
must die to get there, and knowing it is a better place, is the
correct response of leaving this world to be with Christ a
time of sorrow? At my own mother's passing a few months
back I remember the sadness that filled the room. But my
mother, a woman of deep faith, always was ready to be with
Christ. Even when she was told she had cancer, I remember
her smile, as if some joy was not far away from her any
longer. As Christians, this life is like being in labor. Once we
have reached Heaven, we forget the pain quickly because
the joy is overwhelming and well worth the short,
temporary suffering.
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What is the proper response to death? If we believe in the
resurrection of Jesus, and believe it strongly, it should be
joy. Now, in so far as our faith is imperfect, so too will be
our sorrow. But if we really believed that our loved one is
headed somewhere better, what is there to be sorrowful
about? On the other hand, if we cherish this life, and are
still attached to worldly desires, death is painful, because we
lose someone we love, and we are reminded of our
mortality. This attachment to the world brings unhappiness,
and even destruction in the end (Genesis 19:26).

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
CONFESSION
5-6PM
WEDNESDAY
6:30-7:30PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY

Christ saved us from that worry. In fact, Christ has given us
the model for how a Christian should view this life. “Those
who try to make their life secure will lose it, but those who
lose their life will keep it.” (Luke 17:33) When understood
in context, we should be cheerfully facing death sure in the
hope of the next life. Only those worried about what is to
come fear death. But Christ showed us that after death
comes the resurrection and eternal life. It is in that hope
that we should see the death of our loved ones and
eventually our own end on Earth.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
THE HOPE OF THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH
1044 In this new universe, the heavenly Jerusalem, God will
have his dwelling among men. "He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the
former things have passed away."

1050 "When we
have spread on
earth the fruits of
our nature and
our enterprise . . .
according to the
command of the
Lord and in his
Spirit, we will
find them once
again, cleansed
this time from
the stain of sin,
illuminated and
transfigured,
when Christ
presents to his
Father an eternal
and universal
kingdom." God
will then be "all
in all" in eternal
life:

1045 For man, this consummation will be the final realization
of the unity of the human race, which God willed from
creation and of which the pilgrim Church has been "in the
nature of sacrament." Those who are united with Christ
will form the community of the redeemed, "the holy city" of
God, "the Bride, the wife of the Lamb." She will not be
wounded any longer by sin, stains, self-love, that destroy or
wound the earthly community. The beatific vision, in which
God opens himself in an inexhaustible way to the elect, will
be the ever-flowing well-spring of happiness, peace, and
mutual communion.
1046 For the cosmos, Revelation affirms the profound
common destiny of the material world and man:

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God . . . in hope because the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to decay. . . . We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in travail together until now; and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
True and subsistent life consists in this: the Father, through
groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption
the Son and in the Holy Spirit, pouring out his heavenly
of our bodies.

gifts on all things without exception. Thanks to his mercy,
1047 The visible universe, then, is itself destined to be
we too, men that we are, have received the inalienable
transformed, "so that the world itself, restored to its original
promise of eternal life.
state, facing no further obstacles, should be at the service of
the just," sharing their glorification in the risen Jesus Christ.
1048 "We know neither the moment of the consummation of the
earth and of man, nor the way in which the universe will be
transformed. The form of this world, distorted by sin, is
passing away, and we are taught that God is preparing a new
dwelling and a new earth in which righteousness dwells, in
which happiness will fill and surpass all the desires of peace
arising in the hearts of men."
1049 "Far from diminishing our concern to develop this
earth, the expectancy of a new earth should spur us on, for
it is here that the body of a new human family grows,
foreshadowing in some way the age which is to come. That
is why, although we must be careful to distinguish earthly
progress clearly from the increase of the kingdom of Christ,
such progress is of vital concern to the kingdom of God,
insofar as it can contribute to the better ordering of human
society."
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ANNOUCEMENTS

Discovering Your Gifts
Charism Workshops
Invited † Empowered † Sent Forth

Presented by Judy Maten & Mary
Garlow,
Via Maria Consulting, LLC
Dates: Wednesdays, May 20, 27 and
June 3, 10, and 17;
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM
Location: Mother of God Chaldean Church, 25585 Berg Rd., Southfield,
48033

Workshop Description:
Through baptism, Christians are equipped for the mission of the Church.

In this five session workshop, you will learn how both your spiritual gifts
(charisms) and natural talents are discerned, activated and exercised
through ministry, career, volunteer opportunities, and relationships with
others.
The workshop will uncover how God has uniquely gifted you to live out
your call to holiness, find happiness, lead a fulfilling life, and go deeper in
your relationship with Jesus as you share Him with others.
The cost is only $ 40 for the 5 week workshop. All materials will be
provided.
Register with Michael Filo either at the office between 9-5 or by calling
904-314-6733.
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