May 10, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. MONICA

Sixth Sunday of the Resurrection

MARY QUEEN OF HEAVEN
MOTHER OF ALL CHRISTIANS
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said
to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from
that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

Dear Saint Monica, you
were once the mournful
mother of a prodigal son.
Your faithfulness to prayer
brought you and your son
so close to God that you are
now with him in eternity. By
your intercession and God’s
grace, your son St.
Augustine became a great
and venerable Saint of the
Church. Please take my
request to God with the
same fervor and persistence
with which you prayed for
your own son. (Mention
your intentions here)
With your needs, worries
and anxieties, you threw
yourself on the mercy and
providence of God.
Through sorrow and pain,
you constantly devoted
yourself to God. Pray for
me that I might join you in
such a deep faith in God’s
goodness and mercy.
Above all, dear Saint
Monica, pray for me that I
may, like your son, turn
from my sin and become a
great saint for the glory of
God.

Jesus calls Mary “Woman” for the second time in the
Gospel. Why does Christ call His Mother “woman?”
Is it, as the Protestants say, to show us she is just a
woman, like anyone else? Or is she, as the Church
teaches, the mother of the Church and our mother?
Who is the woman? In Genesis we are told that God
sets the serpent, the deceiver, against the woman. “I
will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers.” Jesus is Mary's
offspring and the devil is known as Satan which
translates to “adversary” or “to show enmity to.” In
one of Jesus’ final acts on the Cross, Jesus gives Mary
to John as his mother. But the significance of this
wasn't just to make sure Mary was taken care of. In
fact, if that was the case, Jesus would have used
another name for Mary, other than the prophetic
“Woman.”
St. Irenaeus claims that the John who wrote Revelation
is the same as John the Apostle. John recounts in
Chapter 12 of Revelation that he saw a woman clothed
with the sun, that is to say, full of grace. On her head
were 12 stars. Who is that woman which he saw? The
woman gave birth to a son who was to “rule all the
nations with an iron rod.” But after giving birth the
woman flees the dragon, that is the devil, and flees for
4 years in the desert. Now we ask who is this woman
and who is her son? To any Christian, her son is clearly
our Lord, Jesus Christ. And we know His mother is
Mary. What John says at the end of the chapter is what
is most intriguing. We recall that Jesus gave John to
Mary as her son, but he used the prophetic title
(Continued on page 2)

25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48034 | Tel: 248-356-0565 | Fax: 248-356-5235 | Hours: M-F 8am-4pm

PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

(Continued from page 1)

“woman.” John says “Then the dragon was angry with the
woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her
children, those who keep the commandments of God and
hold the testimony of Jesus.”
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In that text we find out that all Christians are children of
Mary. She is the mother of everyone who keeps God’s
commandments and who testifies to Jesus Christ. What
Christ said on the Cross was not just that John should take
care of Mary, but in fact Christ was saying something more
significant. He was saying to John that he has kept God's
commandments and has testified to His name and because
of that Mary is his mother. And Christ was saying to Mary
that she is the mother of every Christian. Now we
understand why Jesus refers to Mary as “Woman.” He was
proclaiming a fact, not just commanding John to care for
Mary.
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On this Mother's day let us then remember our mother
Mary. God has given her to us and she loves her children. If
we want to know how much Mary loves her children then let
us remember Mary at the Cross. The same love she had for
her beloved Son, she has for us, as any mother will tell you it
is impossible to choose which child she loves the most.
When we need anything, we can come to her as little
children come to their mother, trusting her to keep us safe
and secure and to do what is best for us by securing from
her Son the graces we need to overcome a situation or those
necessary to grow to be more perfect children of God.
Michael Filo
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Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
MARY’S MOTHERHOOD WITH REGARD TO THE CHURCH
Wholly united with her Son . . .

office but by her
manifold
964
intercession
Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union
continues to
with Christ and flows directly from it. "This union of the
bring us the gifts
mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made
of eternal
manifest from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to salvation . . . .
his death"; it is made manifest above all at the hour of his
Therefore the
Passion:
Blessed Virgin is
Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage of faith, invoked in the
and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son unto the Church under the
titles of
cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine plan,
Advocate,
enduring with her only begotten Son the intensity of his
Helper,
suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her mother's
Benefactress, and
heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation of this
Mediatrix."
victim, born of her: to be given, by the same Christ Jesus
dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with these
970
words: "Woman, behold your son."
"Mary's function
965
as mother of men
in no way
After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings of
obscures or
the Church by her prayers." In her association with the
diminishes this
apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her
unique mediation of Christ, but rather shows its power. But
prayers imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already
the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence on men . . . flows
overshadowed her in the Annunciation."
forth from the superabundance of the merits of Christ, rests
. . . she is our Mother in the order of grace
on his mediation, depends entirely on it, and draws all its
967
power from it." "No creature could ever be counted along
By her complete adherence to the Father's will, to his Son's with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; but just as the
priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways both by his
redemptive work, and to every prompting of the Holy
ministers and the faithful, and as the one goodness of God
Spirit, the Virgin Mary is the Church's model of faith and
is radiated in different ways among his creatures, so also the
charity. Thus she is a "preeminent and ... wholly unique
unique mediation of the Redeemer does not exclude but
member of the Church"; indeed, she is the "exemplary
rather gives rise to a manifold cooperation which is but a
realization" (typus) of the Church.
sharing in this one source."
968

Her role in relation to the Church and to all humanity goes
still further. "In a wholly singular way she cooperated by her
obedience, faith, hope, and burning charity in the Savior's
work of restoring supernatural life to souls. For this reason
she is a mother to us in the order of grace."
969
"This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues
uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at
the Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering
beneath the cross, until the eternal fulfillment of all the
elect. Taken up to heaven she did not lay aside this saving
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SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
PROVERBS 31:10-30
A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than
jewels. The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will
have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all
the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, and works with
willing hands. She is like the ships of the merchant, she
brings her food from far away. She rises while it is still night
and provides food for her household and tasks for her
servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit
of her hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with
strength, and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her
merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at
night. She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold
the spindle. She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches
out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid for her
household when it snows, for all her household are clothed
in crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine
linen and purple. Her husband is known in the city gates,
taking his seat among the elders of the land. She makes
linen garments and sells them; she supplies the merchant
with sashes. Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she
laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with
wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She
looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat
the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her
happy; her husband too, and he praises her: "Many women
have done excellently, but you surpass them all." Charm is
deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the
Lord is to be praised.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CHALDEAN CHURCH SPORTS LEAGUE
CCSL 2015
Summer Sports Information
Welcome players and parents to the 2015
Summer season!
This summer we are offering
Volleyball, Soccer and Flag Football
Registration & Team Selection will take place Saturday, May 30th.
See below for a breakdown of sports, ages and registration times.
Age brackets are based on players’ age on June 1st, 2015 (used to be Sept 1st)
Age Bracket

Ages

Gender

Registration
(30 min)

Team Selection/
Scrimmage (1 hr)

10-13
14-18
19-35

Girls
Girls
Co-ed

9:45 am
11:15 am
By Noon

10:15 am
11:45 am
If needed

10-13
14-18
19-35

Boys & Girls
Boys & Girls
Co-ed

9 am
10:30 am
By Noon

9:30 am
11 am
If needed

14-18

Boys

10:30 am

11 am

VOLLEYBALL:
Middle School
High School
Young Adult
SOCCER:
Middle School (4v4)
High School (8v8)
Young Adult (8v8)
FLAG FOOTBALL:
High School (7v7)

What to bring to registration:
-

o
o
o
o
-

Season Information

Completed Form (both sides)
Copy of License or Birth Certificate
Player & Jersey fees:

-

Middle School - $50
High School - $60
Young Adult - $70
Jersey - $10 (New players only)

-

Checks payable to: CCSL
Practice ready attire

-

Games are played Saturday mornings
throughout the summer: June 6th- August 15th
Playoffs and Championships are currently
scheduled for August 8th & 15th
The Season Banquet will be held on August 15th
All games are held at the Southfield Civic Center
26000 Evergreen Rd, Southfield 48076
Evergreen Road, ½ mile South of I-696
Practices details (time, location, fees) are at the
coach’s discretion

Interested in coaching or have any questions please contact:
Priscilla Stephan (248)225-1980; prstephan@comcast.net
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ANNOUCEMENTS

Discovering Your Gifts
Charism Workshops
Invited † Empowered † Sent Forth

Presented by Judy Maten & Mary
Garlow,
Via Maria Consulting, LLC
Dates: Wednesdays, May 20, 27 and
June 3, 10, and 17;
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM
Location: Mother of God Chaldean Church, 25585 Berg Rd., Southfield,
48033

Workshop Description:
Through baptism, Christians are equipped for the mission of the Church.

In this five session workshop, you will learn how both your spiritual gifts
(charisms) and natural talents are discerned, activated and exercised
through ministry, career, volunteer opportunities, and relationships with
others.
The workshop will uncover how God has uniquely gifted you to live out
your call to holiness, find happiness, lead a fulfilling life, and go deeper in
your relationship with Jesus as you share Him with others.
The cost is only $ 40 for the 5 week workshop. All materials will be
provided.
Register with Michael Filo either at the office between 9-5 or by calling
904-314-6733.
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YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page,
full page, etc.)
If you are interested in
helping the Church and
advertising with us, Please
contact Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733

