May 17, 2015

THE GREAT COMMISSION

SAINT OF THE WEEK
OUR LADY OF THE
FIELDS

Sunday after the Ascension

Mark 16:9-20
“Go into all the world and proclaim the
good news to the whole creation. The one
who believes and is baptized will be saved;
but the one who does not believe will be
condemned.”

Jesus's command to go out into all the world
and proclaim the Gospel to the whole of
creation is called “the Great Commission.”
Historically it is great because those words
would later drive the Apostles to every end of
the Roman Empire and beyond to preach the
Gospel, changing the world forever. As
Christians we too are commissioned to go out
and preach the Gospel. This isn't just a
suggestion, nor is it a command to live a holy
life and teach others by your way of life, it's a
Our Lady of the Fields,
command to preach the Gospel. A favorite
The Seed of your womb quotation of Catholics is St. Francis's “preach
Is the Hope of the earth. the Gospel at all times, when necessary, use
Help us sow this Seed
words.” Unfortunately, while this is a very
To all those in need.
popular idea, St. Francis never said anything of
In the soil of sorrow,
the sort. The closest we have is him saying that
Help us sow fields of
when you preach the Gospel, make sure your
comfort.
deeds match what you preach. We are called
In the dry ground of
and required to preach the Gospel. Preaching
discrimination,
Help us sow fields of rich the Gospel is how we have the single largest
religion in the world today. People long for
harmony.
In the hard clay of doubt their Creator, for forgiveness, for salvation
from this world, and we must provide it
and despair,
Help us sow abundant fields because we have received the gift. In a
sentiment by the popular atheist Penn Jillette
of hope and care.
he said that if you saw a man driving off a cliff
O Mary,
Our Lady of the Fields,
(Continued on page 2)
Pray for us.
Amen.
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you would be a bad person if you did not tell him he was
about to drive off a cliff. Whether he believed you or not is
up to him. That is precisely what Jesus is saying here.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS

Jesus answers the question of why we should preach the
Gospel here and elsewhere. Jesus says “the one who believes
and is baptized will be saved.” In the case of Mr. Jillette, it
would be saving the driver from driving off a cliff. In the
case of our neighbors, it is to save their soul from eternal
damnation. We all will be held accountable before God for
those people to whom we did not preach the Gospel. To
receive this eternal gift and not share it is a supreme act of
selfishness. St. Paul says “If I proclaim the gospel, this gives
me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me,
and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!” Preaching
the Gospel is the obligation of every Christian, even if it
means death. Many have died while preaching the Gospel, in
fact, and their martyrdoms have accelerated its spread
throughout the world, just as Jesus's own death did. So, can
we take a little embarrassment for our poor ability to preach
it, some ridicule for our Faith, some disappointment for
failing to win hearts and minds to Christ? We should,
because we are called to accept even death for preaching the
Gospel, and these things are small in comparison.
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For those who have begun the task of preaching and sharing
their faith and found that their efforts are met with no
success, Jesus tells us that those “who do not believe will be
condemned.” This, for a Christian, should be an incentive to
try again and again, even if it should make us look like fools
(1 Cor 4:10) Why? Because what we have is a gift, and when
you realize you have the gift of eternal salvation, it is
impossible not to share it. As Jeremiah says “If I say, “I will
not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then
within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in
my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.”
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Michael Filo

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
ARTICLE 6
"HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN AND IS
SEATED AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE
FATHER"

the earth, will draw all
men to myself." The lifting
up of Jesus on the cross
659 "So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, signifies and announces
was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of his lifting up by his
Ascension into heaven,
God." Christ's body was glorified at the moment of his
and indeed begins it. Jesus
Resurrection, as proved by the new and supernatural
Christ, the one priest of
properties it subsequently and permanently enjoys. But
during the forty days when he eats and drinks familiarly with the new and eternal
his disciples and teaches them about the kingdom, his glory Covenant, "entered, not
remains veiled under the appearance of ordinary humanity. into a sanctuary made by
Jesus' final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of his human hands. . . but into
humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven itself, now to
heaven, where he is seated from that time forward at God's appear in the presence of
God on our behalf." There
right hand. Only in a wholly exceptional and unique way
Christ permanently
would Jesus show himself to Paul "as to one untimely
born", in a last apparition that established him as an apostle. exercises his priesthood,
for he "always lives to
660 The veiled character of the glory of the Risen One
make intercession" for "those who draw near to God
during this time is intimated in his mysterious words to
through him". As "high priest of the good things to come"
Mary Magdalene: "I have not yet ascended to the Father;
he is the center and the principal actor of the liturgy that
but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to
honors the Father in heaven.
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."
663 Henceforth Christ is seated at the right hand of the
This indicates a difference in manifestation between the
glory of the risen Christ and that of the Christ exalted to the Father: "By 'the Father's right hand' we understand the glory
Father's right hand, a transition marked by the historical and and honor of divinity, where he who exists as Son of God
before all ages, indeed as God, of one being with the Father,
transcendent event of the Ascension.
is seated bodily after he became incarnate and his flesh was
661 This final stage stays closely linked to the first, that is, to glorified."
his descent from heaven in the Incarnation. Only the one
664 Being seated at the Father's right hand signifies the
who "came from the Father" can return to the Father:
Christ Jesus. "No one has ascended into heaven but he who inauguration of the Messiah's kingdom, the fulfillment of
the prophet Daniel's vision concerning the Son of man: "To
descended from heaven, the Son of man." Left to its own
him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all
natural powers humanity does not have access to the
peoples, nations,
"Father's house", to
and languages
God's life and
should serve him;
happiness.540 Only
his dominion is an
Christ can open to
everlasting
man such access
dominion, which
that we, his
shall not pass away,
members, might
and his kingdom
have confidence that
one that shall not be
we too shall go
destroyed." After
where he, our Head
this event the
and our Source, has
apostles became
preceded us.
witnesses of the
662 "And I, when I
"kingdom [that] will
am lifted up from
have no end".
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ANNOUCEMENTS

Discovering Your Gifts
Charism Workshops
Invited † Empowered † Sent Forth
Presented by Judy Maten & Mary
Garlow,
Via Maria Consulting, LLC
Dates: Wednesdays, May 20, 27 and
June 3, 10, and 17;
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM
Location: Mother of God Chaldean Church, 25585 Berg Rd., Southfield,
48033

Workshop Description:
Through baptism, Christians are equipped for the mission of the Church.
In this five session workshop, you will learn how both your spiritual gifts
(charisms) and natural talents are discerned, activated and exercised
through ministry, career, volunteer opportunities, and relationships with
others.
The workshop will uncover how God has uniquely gifted you to live out
your call to holiness, find happiness, lead a fulfilling life, and go deeper in
your relationship with Jesus as you share Him with others.
The cost is only $ 40 for the 5 week workshop. All materials will be
provided.
Register with Michael Filo either at the office between 9-5 or by calling
904-314-6733.
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YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page,
full page, etc.)
If you are interested in
helping the Church and
advertising with us, Please
contact Michael Filo
michaelfilo@gmail.com

