May 24, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. RITA

Pentecost

THE COMING OF THE ADVOCATE
If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to
be with you forever.

Jesus promises that anyone who loves Him
(which they will show by keeping His
commandments) will have the Holy Spirit
sent to him. The first commandment is to
repent and be baptized. Many of us, in our
infancy were baptized and frequent the
sacrament of confession as a sign of our
repentance. Who is the Holy Spirit who will
Holy Patroness of those in come?
need, Saint Rita, you were He is the Spirit of Truth. Jesus had said
humble, pure and patient. earlier “I am the Way, the Truth, and the
Your pleadings with your Life. No one comes to the father except
divine Son are irresistible, so through me.” So the Spirit is the Spirit of
please obtain for me from God. Because He is the Spirit of God, the
our risen Jesus the request I Holy Spirit is God. Like Jesus has received
make of you:
everything from the Father, Jesus also gives
{mention petition here}. the Holy Spirit what is His. And the Holy
Be kind to me for the
Spirit gives what He receives from Christ.
greater glory of God, and I What does the Holy Spirit give to us? He
shall honor you and sing
gives us the Truth. He will give us the truth
your praises forever.
“about sin and righteousness and
Glorious Saint Rita, you
miraculously participated in judgment.” Some who do not believe Christ
the sorrowful passion of can still be taught by the Spirit. These are
the people who hear the Word but remain
our Lord Jesus Christ.
unconvinced. The Holy Spirit can convict
Obtain for me now the
the non-believer of the Truth. That is why
grace to suffer with
resignation the troubles of Jesus says “it is to your advantage that I go
life, and protect me in all away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate
will not come to you.”
my needs.
Amen.
The Holy Spirit also completes Christ's
earthly mission. Christ says in the Gospel “I
still have many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the
(Continued on page 2)
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truth.” How does the Spirit guide us into all the Truth?
Primarily by way of the Apostles and their Successors. That
is why the pope and bishops have a charism, or special gift
from the Spirit, to speak infallibly, or in other words, free of
error, on matters of faith and morals. They exercise this gift
either when the pope declares some truth, as Peter did about
eating unclean animals, or when they gather together in a
council, like they did in Acts 15. What sort of things did
Jesus want to tell his disciples, but they could not bear it at
the time? There are many things, as we have learned from
the Holy Spirit. Early on the Spirit resolved questions about
who Jesus is and how God can be both a human and God in
the Person of Christ. We also learned how God can be three
persons and yet one God. Most recently, we have learned
that Mary was born original sin. The Holy Spirit has taught
us all this, and so much more. The Holy Spirit also guides
individuals into the Truth and converting many to the Faith.
This is the gift of the Spirit that Jesus stresses, because it is,
of all the gifts, the most important. As we've read in Acts,
the gifts of the Spirit do not end there, but this particular
gift, to know the Truth, is the heart of the Spirit's saving
action. It is part and parcel with the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit that Paul talks about, where God makes His home in
our hearts. In fact, all the gifts of the Spirit point to the
salvation of mankind.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM

ENGLISH

SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
10:00AM
11:30AM
12:00PM
7:00PM

ARABIC/
ENGLISH
MORNING PRAYER
CHALDEAN/
ENGLISH

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
9:30AM
10:00AM

ENGLISH @ ECRC
MORNING PRAYER
CHALDEAN/

WEDNESDAY

Michael Filo

5:00PM
6:00PM

ADORATION
ENGLISH MASS

CONFESSION
5-6PM
WEDNESDAY
6:30-7:30PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
687 "No one comprehends the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God." Now God's Spirit, who reveals God, makes
known to us Christ, his Word, his living Utterance, but the
Spirit does not speak of himself. The Spirit who "has
spoken through the prophets" makes us hear the Father's
Word, but we do not hear the Spirit himself. We know him
only in the movement by which he reveals the Word to us
and disposes us to welcome him in faith. The Spirit of truth
who "unveils" Christ to us "will not speak on his own."
Such properly divine self-effacement explains why "the
world cannot receive [him], because it neither sees him nor
knows him," while those who believe in Christ know the
Spirit because he dwells with them.

on derives from this
fullness. When Christ is
finally glorified, he can in
turn send the Spirit from
his place with the Father
to those who believe in
him: he communicates to
them his glory, that is, the
Holy Spirit who glorifies
him. From that time on,
this joint mission will be
manifested in the children
adopted by the Father in
the Body of his Son: the
mission of the Spirit of
adoption is to unite them
to Christ and make them
live in him:

688 The Church, a communion living in the faith of the
apostles which she transmits, is the place where we know
the Holy Spirit:
- in the Scriptures he inspired;
- in the Tradition, to which the Church Fathers are always
timely witnesses;

The notion of anointing suggests ... that there is no distance
between the Son and the Spirit. Indeed, just as between the
surface of the body and the anointing with oil neither
- in the Church's Magisterium, which he assists;
- in the sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, reason nor sensation recognizes any intermediary, so the
contact of the Son with the Spirit is immediate, so that
in which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion with
anyone who would make contact with the Son by faith must
Christ;
first encounter the oil by contact. In fact there is no part
- in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us;
that is not covered by the Holy Spirit. That is why the
- in the charisms and ministries by which the Church is built confession of the Son's Lordship is made in the Holy Spirit
by those who receive him, the Spirit coming from all sides
up;
to those who approach the Son in faith.
- in the signs of apostolic and missionary life;
- in the witness of saints through whom he manifests his
holiness and continues the work of salvation.
I. THE JOINT MISSION OF THE SON AND THE
SPIRIT
689 The One whom the Father has sent into our hearts, the
Spirit of his Son, is truly God. Consubstantial with the
Father and the Son, the Spirit is inseparable from them, in
both the inner life of the Trinity and his gift of love for the
world. In adoring the Holy Trinity, life-giving,
consubstantial, and indivisible, the Church's faith also
professes the distinction of persons. When the Father sends
his Word, he always sends his Breath. In their joint mission,
the Son and the Holy Spirit are distinct but inseparable. To
be sure, it is Christ who is seen, the visible image of the
invisible God, but it is the Spirit who reveals him.
690 Jesus is Christ, "anointed," because the Spirit is his
anointing, and everything that occurs from the Incarnation
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ANNOUCEMENTS

Discovering Your Gifts
Charism Workshops
Invited † Empowered † Sent
Forth
Presented by Judy Maten &
Mary Garlow,
Via Maria Consulting, LLC
Dates: Wednesdays, May 20, 27
and June 3, 10, and 17;
Time: 7:00-9:00 PM
Location: Mother of God Chaldean Church, 25585 Berg Rd.,
Southfield, 48033

Workshop Description:
Through baptism, Christians are equipped for the mission of the
Church. In this five session workshop, you will learn how both your
spiritual gifts (charisms) and natural talents are discerned, activated
and exercised through ministry, career, volunteer opportunities, and
relationships with others.
The workshop will uncover how God has uniquely gifted you to live
out your call to holiness, find happiness, lead a fulfilling life, and go
deeper in your relationship with Jesus as you share Him with others.
The cost is only $ 40 for the 5 week workshop. All materials will be
provided. Register with Michael Filo either at the office between 9-5
or by calling 904-314-6733.
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available (business
card, half page, full page, etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733

