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June 21, 2015  Fourth Sunday of the Apostles  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
MAR SHIM’UN BAR 

SABBA’E 

Mar Shim’un was the 
Patriarch of Babylon during 
the Persian persecution of 
344AD, and was martyred 
along with his clergy while 
singing “Lakhu Maran.” 
 
O Lord, you search me and 

you know me 
He examines the heart and 

the kidneys 
O Knower of the thoughts of 
all men, and Searcher of the 
hidden things of the heart: 

you know our weakness: have 
mercy on us. 

In America, and in most of the Western world, 

there is plenty when compared to our 

ancestors. We have so much available to us; 

food from half way around the globe; our 

houses all have water, heating, and electricity; 

we have easy transportation available; and with 

the advent of new technology we have access 

to a plethora of devices and apps. Even the 

poorest among us have access to free food and 

housing. 

Today’s Gospel reminds us that our wealth is a 

gift given to us. While some of us have worked 

very hard, put in long hours, forgone many 

good things to acquire what we have, Jesus is 

reminding us that it is all still a gift. After all, if 

we were back in Iraq and amassed our wealth, 

it could have been lost in an instant to war or 

ISIS. Even here in the US many people lost all 

sorts of wealth in the recent recession. We 

have little to no control over the economy, the 

world we are born into, the wealth and 

opportunities our families provide, acts of 

nature, violence, ill health, etc. 

What’s more, these things cause us to worry. 

We worry about how to acquire material 

goods, how to keep what we have, and how to pass it on to whom we want. Our time 

on this earth, when devoted to material things, consumes us with itself. It’s a dead end 

that takes no notice of our own death. What is the point of our lives if all we have 

done is fed ourselves and bought the things we wanted? Jesus reminds us “do not 

keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not 

keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.” 

Christians are called to be different. We can’t be like everyone else because by our 

baptisms we have entered into eternal realities. Our souls are made for Heaven. 

Caring about worldly things instead of the things of God leads us to empty lives here 

(Continued on page 2) 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 

 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

 
8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 
 5:00PM  ADORATION 

     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 
 

CONFESSION 
 

  5-6PM   WEDNESDAY 
        6:30-7:30PM  WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

and empty lives in eternity. Our treasure will be earthly 

treasure which we will not have access to anymore. Jesus 

reminds us in the Gospel “Sell your possessions, and give 

alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 

an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes 

near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” 

We must be on guard against the temptation of acquiring 

earthly goods and pleasures. It is good to examine each day 

what things we are attached to and work to rid ourselves of 

the attachment. It could be something as simple as our TVs 

or computers or phones. It might be something bigger, like 

our cars, houses, jobs, or businesses. It doesn’t mean we 

can’t have these things, but if we depend on them for our 

security and our peace of mind then we’ve put our trust in 

things that can disappear in a moment and that we can’t take 

with us after we pass away. 

Our Old Testament reading today reminds us “Everyone 

loves a bribe and runs after gifts. They do not defend 

the orphan, and the widow’s cause does not come 

before them. Therefore… I will turn my hand against 

you; I will smelt away your dross as with lye and remove 

all your alloy.” 

Michael Filo 

(Continued from page 1) 
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available (business card, 

half  page, full page, etc.) 
 

If  you are interested in helping the 
Church and advertising with us, Please 

contact: 
 

Michael Filo 
(904) 314-6733 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

2052  
"Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?" 
To the young man who asked this question, Jesus answers 
first by invoking the necessity to recognize God as the "One 
there is who is good," as the supreme Good and the source 
of all good. Then Jesus tells him: "If you would enter life, 
keep the commandments." And he cites for his questioner 
the precepts that concern love of neighbor: "You shall not 
kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You 
shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother." 
Finally Jesus sums up these commandments positively: 
"You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 

2053  
To this first reply Jesus adds a second: "If you would be 
perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 
me." This reply does not do away with the first: following 
Jesus Christ involves keeping the Commandments. The Law 
has not been abolished, but rather man is invited to 
rediscover it in the person of his Master who is its perfect 
fulfillment. In the three synoptic Gospels, Jesus' call to the 
rich young man to follow him, in the obedience of a disciple 
and in the observance of the Commandments, is joined to 
the call to poverty and chastity. The evangelical counsels are 
inseparable from the Commandments. 

2054  
Jesus acknowledged the Ten Commandments, but he also 
showed the power of the Spirit at work in their letter. He 
preached a "righteousness [which] exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees" as well as that of the Gentiles. He 
unfolded all the demands of the Commandments. "You 
have heard that it was said to the men of old, 'You shall not 

kill.' . . . But I say to you 
that every one who is 
angry with his brother 
shall be liable to 
judgment." 

2055  
When someone asks 
him, "Which 
commandment in the 
Law is the 
greatest?" Jesus replies: 
"You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your 
mind. This is the greatest 
and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the prophets." The 
Decalogue must be interpreted in light of this twofold yet 
single commandment of love, the fullness of the Law: 

The commandments: "You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not kill, You shall not steal, You 
shall not covet," and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this sentence: "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


