June 28, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
SAINTS PETER & PAUL

Fifth Sunday of the Apostles

JUDGMENT

Today’s readings are all about judgment and God, the
Just Judge. There are many lessons here, and each is
valuable for living a blessed life. We start with the
promise of the perfect Judge coming in the first
reading. This is the future hope of Christians.
“For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many
peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Father in heaven,
neither shall they learn war any more.”
the light of your revelation The first important lesson about judgment and justice
brought Peter and Paul
are taught here. Once God’s promise comes to fruition
the gift of faith in Jesus your
when God comes as judge of all the nations, people
Son.
will stop going to war. Fair judgment creates peace
between people. There is no need for war if justice is
Through their prayers
may we always give thanks always served. In so far as that is true, to create a more
for your life given us in
just world means to create a more peaceful world. We
Christ Jesus, and for having
are all responsible for judging fairly, as God does.
been enriched by him in all
We turn to the second reading where Paul teaches us
knowledge and love.
to judge prudentially. “I speak as to sensible people;
judge for yourselves what I say.” “’All things are
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives lawful,’ but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things
and reigns with you in the are lawful,’ but not all things build up.” What is
unity of the Holy Spirit,
legal doesn’t make a thing good and what is illegal
one God, for ever and ever.
doesn’t make a thing bad. We have to judge by
Amen.
standard of the eternal, because our citizenship is in
Heaven, not in the US or Iraq or wherever else. Paul
uses the case of meat sacrificed to idols. He teaches us
how to judge right from wrong in that case. He says
we should not eat it at the altars of idols because then
we become one flesh with the sacrifice which is
offered to demons, in imitation of when we receive the
Eucharist we become one flesh with the Lord.
However, if it’s sold at the market or offered to us to
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JUDGMENT
guidance of the bishop before it happened. So, we should
judge misfortune in the way Jesus teaches us, to remember
to repent, to go back to confession, to change our ways,
instead of assuming those who have had the misfortune are
more evil than us.
Jesus also mentions the fruit tree which bears no fruit. The
owner of the tree has judged it as useless. This is another
way we can judge something or ourselves, by what fruit we
bear. Like the tree, we need resources to stay alive, but if we
bear no fruit by making sacrifices, prayer, acts of charity, etc.
we will be judged as useless and be chopped down. God
gives us what we need to live and if we do not in some way
produce fruit out of it we are selfish with God’s gifts.
Finally, Jesus teaches us by example of how we must not
judge. A woman, who is crippled, comes to Jesus while He is
teaching at the synagogue on the Sabbath. He heals the
woman right on the spot! How amazing that a woman who
had been that way for 18 years was healed immediately. But
the leader of the synagogue criticizes Jesus for doing work
on the Sabbath. He has judged Jesus according the letter of
the law. Jesus responds that anyone with animals feeds them
on the Sabbath, and how this is far more important. Jesus is
teaching us to not judge strictly what others do and to be lax
with ourselves. God clearly did not intend that people
should do absolutely no work on the Sabbath, because a
man still eats and drinks and walks to worship on the
Sabbath. Someone at the synagogue must read the Torah
and that is their job. The leader of the synagogue, in the very
act of condemning Jesus, was working in his role as leader
of the synagogue. Jesus is telling us to not judge others more
harshly than we judge ourselves.

(Continued from page 1)

eat at a table we ought to receive it unless there is someone
who might be offended by our eating it. While nothing
morally restrains us, we as Christians have to walk a harder
road where we must make use of prudential judgment.
In the Gospel Jesus talks about judgment in several ways.
The first is about going to court with someone accusing you.
He says it is better to make peace and settle than go to the
judge and have the case taken to the full extent of the law.
While this is very practical advice, it’s also true of the
spiritual life. It is better to go to confession and have our
sins remitted then have to stand before God with the devil
(the Greek word means accuser) accusing us of those sins.
We also have to make up for our sins in purgatory, and it is
better that in this world we make up for them by prayer and
fasting.
Jesus also addresses a particular mentality that exists within
the world. Namely, when evil things happen to people it is
because God is punishing them for something. Some people
from Galilee were offering sacrifices when they were put to
death. Christ also mentions a situation where a tower fell
and killed 18 people. Jesus asks if they think it is because
these people were worse sinners than others? Not at all! We
all deserve death for our misuse of the gift of life given to us
by God. These people should serve as warnings to lead us to
repent. Jesus warns them that they will all perish like they
did if they do not repent. He means that in two ways. The
first is that we might perish in the eternal hellfire, since
repentance is no guarantee against physical death. But he
also really meant it in a physical sense, since 37 years after
his death Jerusalem is sacked and people are killed while
offering sacrifices and many buildings toppled unto the
inhabitants. Most Christians had fled the city under the
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he
wishes. The Father judges no one but has given all
judgment to the Son, so that all may honor the Son
just as they honor the Father. Anyone who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent
him. Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and
does not come under judgment, but has passed from
death to life.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM

ENGLISH

SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
10:00AM
11:30AM
12:00PM
7:00PM

John 5:21-24

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

ARABIC/
ENGLISH
MORNING PRAYER
CHALDEAN/
ENGLISH

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES

“O Lord Jesus Christ, in every step of Your life You were
guided by the Holy Spirit and truth, which filled Your
human and divine soul. I ask You to send Your Holy Spirit
on me that I may judge things wisely in this world. It would
be helpful if I had natural prudence, and I appreciate this
gift. Most of all I want to have the prudence that You give,
the prudence that seeks first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and knows that all other things necessary will
be given to me. Help me to give an example of true
prudence seeking the Kingdom of God in all that I do, and
help me avoid the false wisdom of the world and of things
that pass away. Amen.”

8:00AM
9:30AM
10:00AM

ENGLISH @ ECRC
MORNING PRAYER
CHALDEAN/

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
6:00PM

Fr. Benedict Groeschel

ADORATION
ENGLISH MASS

CONFESSION
5-6PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
1470 In this sacrament, the sinner, placing himself before
the merciful judgment of God, anticipates in a certain
way the judgment to which he will be subjected at the end
of his earthly life. For it is now, in this life, that we are
offered the choice between life and death, and it is only by
the road of conversion that we can enter the Kingdom,
from which one is excluded by grave sin. In converting to
Christ through penance and faith, the sinner passes from
death to life and "does not come into judgment."

of rash judgment who,
even tacitly, assumes as
true, without sufficient
foundation, the moral
fault of a neighbor;
of detraction who, without
objectively valid reason,
discloses another's faults
and failings to persons
who did not know them;

1777 Moral conscience, present at the heart of the person,
enjoins him at the appropriate moment to do good and to
avoid evil. It also judges particular choices, approving those
that are good and denouncing those that are evil. It bears
witness to the authority of truth in reference to the supreme
Good to which the human person is drawn, and it
welcomes the commandments. When he listens to his
conscience, the prudent man can hear God speaking.

of calumny who, by
remarks contrary to the
truth, harms the
reputation of others and
gives occasion for false
judgments concerning
them.

1806 Prudence is the virtue that disposes practical reason to 2478 To avoid rash judgment, everyone should be careful to
discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose interpret insofar as possible his neighbor's thoughts, words,
the right means of achieving it; "the prudent man looks
and deeds in a favorable way:
where he is going." "Keep sane and sober for your prayers."
Every good Christian ought to be more ready to
Prudence is "right reason in action," writes St. Thomas
give a favorable interpretation to another's
Aquinas, following Aristotle. It is not to be confused with
statement than to condemn it. But if he cannot do
timidity or fear, nor with duplicity or dissimulation. It is
so, let him ask how the other understands it. And if
called auriga virtutum (the charioteer of the virtues); it
the latter understands it badly, let the former correct
guides the other virtues by setting rule and measure. It is
him with love. If that does not suffice, let the
prudence that immediately guides the judgment of
Christian try all suitable ways to bring the other to a
conscience. The prudent man determines and directs his
correct interpretation so that he may be saved.
conduct in accordance with this judgment. With the help of
this virtue we apply moral principles to particular cases
without error and overcome doubts about the good to
achieve and the evil to avoid.
1807 Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the constant
and firm will to give their due to God and neighbor. Justice
toward God is called the "virtue of religion." Justice toward
men disposes one to respect the rights of each and to
establish in human relationships the harmony that promotes
equity with regard to persons and to the common good.
The just man, often mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, is
distinguished by habitual right thinking and the uprightness
of his conduct toward his neighbor. "You shall not be
partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness
shall you judge your neighbor." "Masters, treat your slaves
justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in
heaven."
2477 Respect for the reputation of persons forbids every
attitude and word likely to cause them unjust injury. He
becomes guilty:
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