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July 5, 2015  7th Sunday of the Apostles  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
SAINTS THOMAS 

. 

Almighty and everliving 
God, who strengthened 

your apostle Thomas With 
sure and certain faith in 
your Son's resurrection: 

Grant us so perfectly and 
without doubt to believe in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

our God, that our faith 
may never be found 

wanting in your sight; 
through him who lives and 

reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

Jerusalem, like our ancestors, was once pagan. It was a 
city ruled by the Jebusites until David conquered it. 
God loved Jerusalem. In Ezekiel we read “I clothed 
you with embroidered cloth and with sandals of 
fine leather; I bound you in fine linen and covered 
you with rich fabric. I adorned you with 
ornaments: I put bracelets on your arms, a chain 
on your neck, a ring on your nose, earrings in your 
ears, and a beautiful crown upon your head. You 
were adorned with gold and silver, while your 
clothing was of fine linen, rich fabric, and 
embroidered cloth. You had choice flour and 
honey and oil for food. You grew exceedingly 
beautiful, fit to be a queen.” What became of 
Jerusalem? No different than we see today in the West 
where spiritual gifts were given in abundance and 
material wealth came in plenty; the people began to 
take it for granted. The elites of society became richer 
than anyone had ever been before and they began to 
be consumed with their wealth. They began to buy up 
other people’s fields and houses, wine and other 
intoxicants were how they passed the day. The 
problem wasn’t their wealth, God had blessed them as 
God has blessed us, it’s that with wealth they forgot 
God and began to seek the wealth.  
 
 Today’s reading from Isaiah tells us how their 
their nobles’ “feasts consist of lyre and harp, 
tambourine and flute and wine, but who do not 
regard the deeds of the Lord, or see the work of 
his hands!” When a people forgot who brings wealth 
to a people, they begin to see their wealth as power to 
do whatever they wish. Their life turns to seeking 
more wealth for more power, instead of trusting the 
power of God. So God reminds the people that their 
nobles are heading to hell in droves. They stopped 
believing and began to taunt God. “Let him make 
haste, let him speed his work that we may see it; 
let the plan of the Holy One of Israel hasten to 
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fulfillment, that we may know it!” This is no different 
than in our own country, where we murder the unborn, now 
we have mocked marriage, which was given for man’s 
benefit, but making it a union that hurts man with divorce 
and unions that can never be marriage. The unbelievers, 
who have their wealth, are waiting for God to respond, 
because they do not believe, and do not remember from 
where their wealth comes. Jerusalem had similar problems at 
that time.  
 
  God was very angry with them because they also 
deceived the people. “Ah, you who call evil good and 
good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness.” When evil begins to abound among a people, 
“their root will become rotten, and their blossom go up 
like dust.” The destruction that came upon Jerusalem came 
from themselves. When people lose sight of God and the 
Good, they become slaves to their desires. Honor, courage, 
justice, peace, all become impossible with people who forget 
God. The words take on their opposite meaning! So too in 
our society, with the various sexual ills, the sacrifice of 
infants to the gods of convenience, with the wars that never 
end, none of these virtues will remain for long.  
 
 Jesus, in the Gospel, points out something deeper 
about Jerusalem. Its iniquity doesn’t only leave a people who 
are dead inside, but also that they hate the good. Jerusalem is 
the place where many prophets go to die according to Jesus. 
We know of three prophets, Habakuk, Zechariah the son of 
Berachiah, John the Baptist, and also possibly Isaiah who 
were killed in Jerusalem. In addition is the number that 
Jezebel slew. Those who live in the dark hate the light 
because it exposes their sins. No one likes to see their sins 
exposed.  

 Jesus reminds Jerusalem how much He loves her. 
He says to Jerusalem (and to us) “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are 

sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing!” Jesus wants us to come 
back to Him. He wants us to confess, to reveal the darkness 
in our hearts, to come back under His protection. If we 
don’t return to Him we will turn our stony hearts against 
Christ. Like Jerusalem we will put to death those who come 
to bring us the light. There is no middle ground, we must 
either have God for a Father, or the father of lies.  
 
 The early Church did not relent of trying to save 
Jerusalem. Acting on God’s behalf, the Church taught in 
Jerusalem about Jesus. There was a Christian community 
there. While we know from last week’s article that eventually 
they fled before its destruction, they did not stop preaching 
the Gospel while it existed. In next week’s second reading 
we will read about how the Apostles were jailed for 
preaching the Gospel there, and God freed them and 
commanded them to continue.  

In today’s second reading we read about the Apostles 
sending aid to the community in Jerusalem. Paul tells the 
Corinthians “when I arrive, I will send any whom you 
approve with letters to take your gift to Jerusalem.” The 
Church, as the body of Christ, continued to show its love 
for the holy city until it was destroyed for its hard-
heartedness by the Romans when they squashed the 
rebellion in the city.  
 
 God showed His love for Jerusalem to show us how 
He loves us. He doesn’t stop trying. He will send prophets 
to us, preachers, the Son even, to have us convert and 
repent. As we celebrate the feast of St. Thomas, the saint of 
the Chaldean Church, we remember that even  when we 
doubt in God’s love, Jesus invites us to see for ourselves 
how much He loves us. Let us, like St. Thomas, see his 
wounds and remember how much Christ loves us. Like 
Jerusalem, Jesus longs to bring us under his wings.   

      Michael Filo 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 

 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

 
8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 
 5:00PM  ADORATION 

     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 
 

CONFESSION 
 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

 I passed by you again and looked on you; you were 

at the age for love. I spread the edge of my cloak over you, 

and covered your nakedness: I pledged myself to you and 

entered into a covenant with you, says the Lord GOD, and 

you became mine. Then I bathed you with water and 

washed off the blood from you, and anointed you with 

oil.  I clothed you with embroidered cloth and with sandals 

of fine leather; I bound you in fine linen and covered you 

with rich fabric.  I adorned you with ornaments: I put 

bracelets on your arms, a chain on your neck, a ring on 

your nose, earrings in your ears, and a beautiful crown 

upon your head.  You were adorned with gold and silver, 

while your clothing was of fine linen, rich fabric, and 

embroidered cloth. You had choice flour and honey and oil 

for food. You grew exceedingly beautiful, fit to be a 

queen.  Your fame spread among the nations on account of 

your beauty, for it was perfect because of my splendor that 

I had bestowed on you, says the Lord GOD.   

             Ezekiel 16:8-14 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

“Nothing is more practical than finding God, than falling in 
Love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love 
with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It 
will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, 
what you do with your evenings, how you spend your 
weekends, what you read, whom you know, what breaks 
your heart, and what amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall 
in Love, stay in love, and it will decide everything..” 

Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ 
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208 Faced with God's fascinating and mysterious presence, 
man discovers his own insignificance. Before the burning 
bush, Moses takes off his sandals and veils his face in the 
presence of God's holiness. Before the glory of the thrice-
holy God, Isaiah cries out: "Woe is me! I am lost; for I am a 
man of unclean lips." Before the divine signs wrought by 
Jesus, Peter exclaims: "Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord." But because God is holy, he can forgive the 
man who realizes that he is a sinner before him: "I will not 
execute my fierce anger. . . for I am God and not man, the 
Holy One in your midst." The apostle John says likewise: 
"We shall. . . reassure our hearts before him whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and 
he knows everything." 
 
210 After Israel's sin, when the people had turned away 
from God to worship the golden calf, God hears Moses' 
prayer of intercession and agrees to walk in the midst of an 
unfaithful people, thus demonstrating his love. When Moses 
asks to see his glory, God responds "I will make all my 
goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you my 
name 'the LORD' [YHWH]."  Then the LORD passes 
before Moses and proclaims, "YHWH, YHWH, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love and faithfulness"; Moses then confesses that 
the LORD is a forgiving God. 
 
211 The divine name, "I Am" or "He Is", expresses God's 
faithfulness: despite the faithlessness of men's sin and the 
punishment it deserves, he keeps "steadfast love for 
thousands". By going so far as to give up his own Son for 
us, God reveals that he is "rich in mercy".  By giving his life 
to free us from sin, Jesus reveals that he himself bears the 
divine name: "When you have lifted up the Son of man, 
then you will realize that "I AM"." 
 
212 Over the centuries, Israel's faith was able to manifest 
and deepen realization of the riches contained in the 
revelation of the divine name. God is unique; there are no 
other gods besides him. He transcends the world and 
history. He made heaven and earth: "They will perish, but 
you endure; they will all wear out like a garment. . . .but you 
are the same, and your years have no end." In God "there is 
no variation or shadow due to change." God is "HE WHO 
IS", from everlasting to everlasting, and as such remains 
ever faithful to himself and to his promises. 
 
213 The revelation of the ineffable name "I AM WHO AM" 
contains then the truth that God alone IS. The Greek 

Septuagint translation of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, 
and following it the 
Church's Tradition, 
understood the divine 
name in this sense: God is 
the fullness of Being and 
of every perfection, 
without origin and 
without end. All creatures 
receive all that they are 
and have from him; but he 
alone is his very being, 
and he is of himself 
everything that he is. 
 
214 God, "HE WHO IS", 
revealed himself to Israel 
as the one "abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness". These two terms express summarily the riches 
of the divine name. In all his works God displays, not only 
his kindness, goodness, grace and steadfast love, but also his 
trustworthiness, constancy, faithfulness and truth. "I give 
thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness." He is the Truth, for "God is light and in him 
there is no darkness"; "God is love", as the apostle John 
teaches. 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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