
 

 25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48034  | Tel: 248-356-0565 | Fax: 248-356-5235 | Hours: M-F 8am-4pm 

July 19, 2015  2nd Sunday of Summer  

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
ST. CHARBEL 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oh, miraculous 
Saint Charbel, from whose 
immaculate body, which 
overpowers corruption, 
emanates the scent of 

heaven, come to my rescue 
and grant me from God the 
grace which I am in need of 
(name of the grace). Amen 

 
Oh, Saint Charbel pray for 

me Oh Lord, who has 
bestowed on 

Saint Charbel the grace of 
faith, I plead to you to grant 
me through his intercession 

that divine grace to live 
according to your 

commandments and Bible. 
The glory is yours till the end. 

Amen  

The story of salvation history is the story of the lost 

sheep. Every single one of our lives is the story of the 

lost sheep. The story of all human history is the story 

of the lost sheep. This story is so central to our 

existence, the story of man is the story of God who 

comes searching for the lost sheep, going everywhere 

and at all times to bring us back home. We read two 

weeks ago how God wanted to adorn Israel with 

jewels and perfume. Jesus told us how He has longed 

to bring Jerusalem under His wings. Even then, we 

stray away from that beautiful promise for the pastures 

of death and destruction. 

The Jews were in just such a predicament. Israel, the 

ten tribes to the north of Jerusalem, had fallen to the 

Assyrians and were taken from the land and spread 

across the Middle East. Isaiah was warning Jerusalem 

who was following in the path of Israel’s idolatry and 

sinfulness. Judah was composed of the tribe of Judah 

and Benjamin, which eventually was absorbed by 

Judah. Israel, the northern kingdom, had joined forces 

with Syria to attack Judah because they would not help 

against Assyria. Against Isaiah’s wishes the king made 

a deal with Assyria to help and Assyria eventually took 

Israel. The Assyrians were getting ready to march into 

Judah. Judah looked to Egypt for help, but Isaiah said 

to trust only in the Lord. The king listened but in a 

moment of weakness he accepted Babylonian 

ambassadors and show him the treasures of Judah. 

This lead Isaiah to prophecy that the lack of trust in 

God would be punished by having Judah taken over 

by Babylon. In this story we see Judah and Israel, the 

lost sheep, being sought by God. But they constantly 

allied themselves with other people, not staying with 

the Lord but straying. The people themselves accepted 

the gods of the pagans and God gave them the 

warning through Isaiah what would happen because 
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JERUSALEM 

they fled from him and trusted in diplomacy instead of God. 

Isaiah says that the women of Judah were looking wantonly. 

They were covered in jewels, perfumes, and various other 

riches. All these they would lose along with their sons and 

husbands. The warning is very clear. “even women shall take 

hold of one man in that day, saying, ‘We will eat our own 

bread and wear our own clothes; just let us be called by your 

name; take away our disgrace.’” This is a shocking prophecy 

considering men were not considered for marriage until they 

could provide for a family. Was God punishing Judah and 

Israel, like an angry father? Not at all, God was warning 

Judah what would happen if they fled from His protection. 

Isaiah says that the Lord will take away the fine things of 

Judah, but this is only meant in the sense that the only 

reason Judah prospered was because of God and when they 

have left His side they will lose the benefits. It’s good to 

remember that the Jews were a rather small community 

between giant empires which constantly coveted their lands. 

Many small kingdoms had fallen to these empires, but God 

had protected the Jews against the enemies. 

Isaiah’s reading ends on a good note. Those who were 

faithful would be saved. Jerusalem would be pure once 

more. Its children washed clean. The faithful will be 

rewarded. “Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem 

will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life 

in Jerusalem.”  What about the fate of those who were 

faithless? Jesus tells us how God loves them too. First He 

tells us about the lost sheep. Jesus asks the question “who 

would not go after a lost sheep and rejoice when he has 

found it?” He also asks if a woman loses a silver coin (which 

was about a day’s wages) out of her ten would she not 

search for it and be happy to have found the coin? 

Essentially, Jesus is telling us that we already know how God 

loves us because we rejoice when finding lost things. The 

most powerful parable according to many of the saints is the 

story of the prodigal son. Jesus tells the story of a son who 

offends his father by taking his inheritance (which is equal to 

saying to his father “you are dead to me”) and goes off. 

When the man has squandered his wealth he returns home 

broken. The father, who should be angry, instead comes out 

to greet him and slays a calf. This is how God loves us. This 

is why we should go to confession frequently. God forgets 

our offenses and is just happy to have us home. This is how 

God longed for Jerusalem to return to Him. The son is 

adorned with jewelry 

and fed well on his 

return because the 

Father wants to give us 

everything as He gives 

it to the Son. We only 

must accept it by 

returning to Him 

Paul summarizes this story of man who constantly strays 

and God who always chases after us in the reading to the 

Corinthians. He calls the old law the law of death. Even 

though it was a glorious law, it was a set of rules that 

condemned a person for sinning, even to death. The new 

law does not condemn to death. God never wanted anyone 

to die, even under the old law. However, men chose to sin 

even after being given God’s favor for being His chosen 

people and God wanted those who refrained from serious 

sin to not be affected by the sinfulness of others. As we saw 

in Judah, sinners invite their own destruction. Sinners could, 

as they did, lose God’s visible presence from among the 

people for everyone, which was the ark. That is no longer 

possible, since God dwells in us by baptism. But throughout 

all of history, whether in the Old or New Testament, God 

has not changed. He, as Jesus claims, seeks the lost sheep 

and runs out to meet the repentant prodigal son. 

 

Michael Filo 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 

 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

 
8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 
 5:00PM  ADORATION 

     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 
 

CONFESSION 
 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

In those days and in that time, says the Lord, the people of 

Israel shall come, they and the people of Judah together; 

they shall come weeping as they seek the Lord their God.  

They shall ask the way to Zion, with faces turned toward it, 

and they shall come and join themselves to the Lord by an 

everlasting covenant that will never be forgotten. 

My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led 

them astray, turning them away on the mountains; from 

mountain to hill they have gone, they have forgotten their 

fold. All who found them have devoured them, and their 

enemies have said, “We are not guilty, because they have 

sinned against the Lord, the true pasture, the Lord, the 

hope of their ancestors.” 

Jeremiah 50:4-7 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT COULD BE HERE 
 

Multiple sizes available  
(business card, half page, full page, etc.) 

 
If you are interested in helping the Church and advertising 

with us, Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 
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2761  
The Lord's Prayer "is truly the summary of the whole 
gospel." "Since the Lord . . . after handing over the practice 
of prayer, said elsewhere, 'Ask and you will receive,' and 
since everyone has petitions which are peculiar to his 
circumstances, the regular and appropriate prayer [the 
Lord's Prayer] is said first, as the foundation of further 
desires." 
2779  
Before we make our own this first exclamation of the Lord's 
Prayer, we must humbly cleanse our hearts of certain false 
images drawn "from this world." Humility makes us 
recognize that "no one knows the Son except the Father,  
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him," that is, "to little 
children." The purification of our hearts has to do with 
paternal or maternal images, stemming from our personal 
and cultural history, and influencing our relationship with 
God. God our Father transcends the categories of the 
created world. To impose our own ideas in this area "upon 
him" would be to fabricate idols to adore or pull down. To 
pray to the Father is to enter into his mystery as he is and as 
the Son has revealed him to us. 
The expression God the Father had never been revealed to 
anyone. When Moses himself asked God who he was, he 
heard another name. The Father's name has been revealed 
to us in the Son, for the name "Son" implies the new name 
"Father." 
2780  
We can invoke God as "Father" because he is revealed to us 
by his Son become man and because his Spirit makes him 
known to us. the personal relation of the Son to the Father 
is something that man cannot conceive of nor the angelic 
powers even dimly see: and yet, the Spirit of the Son grants 
a participation in that very relation to us who believe that 
Jesus is the Christ and that we are born of God. 
2781  
When we pray to the Father, we are in communion with 
him and with his Son, Jesus Christ. Then we know and 
recognize him with an ever new sense of wonder. The first 
phrase of the Our Father is a blessing of adoration before it 
is a supplication. For it is the glory of God that we should 
recognize him as "Father," the true God. We give him 
thanks for having revealed his name to us, for the gift of 
believing in it, and for the indwelling of his Presence in us. 
2782  
We can adore the Father because he has caused us to be 
reborn to his life by adopting us as his children in his only 
Son: by Baptism, he incorporates us into the Body of his 

Christ; through the 
anointing of his Spirit 
who flows from the head 
to the members, he 
makes us other "Christs." 
God, indeed, who has 
predestined us to 
adoption as his sons, has 
conformed us to the 
glorious Body of Christ. 
So then you who have 
become sharers in Christ 
are appropriately called 
"Christs."  
The new man, reborn 
and restored to his God 
by grace, says first of all, 
"Father!" because he has 
now begun to be a son.  
2784  
The free gift of adoption requires on our part continual 
conversion and new life. Praying to our Father should 
develop in us two fundamental dispositions:  
First, the desire to become like him: though created in his 
image, we are restored to his likeness by grace; and we must 
respond to this grace. 
We must remember . . . and know that when we call God 
"our Father" we ought to behave as sons of God.  
You cannot call the God of all kindness your Father if you 
preserve a cruel and inhuman heart; for in this case you no 
longer have in you the marks of the heavenly Father's 
kindness.  
We must contemplate the beauty of the Father without 
ceasing and adorn our own souls accordingly.  
2785 Second, a humble and trusting heart that enables us 
"to turn and become like children": for it is to "little 
children" that the Father is revealed. 
[The prayer is accomplished] by the contemplation of God 
alone, and by the warmth of love, through which the soul, 
molded and directed to love him, speaks very familiarly to 
God as to its own Father with special devotion.  
Our Father: at this name love is aroused in us . . . and the 
confidence of obtaining what we are about to ask.... What 
would he not give to his children who ask, since he has 
already granted them the gift of being his children?  

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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