July 25, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
STS. JOACHIM AND ANNA

Good Saint Ann and Saint
Joachim, parents of Mary
and grandparents to Jesus, be
with me and all grandparents
that we may be wise and
loving, may share our time
and stories and sense of
humor, and may enjoy and
not spoil too much the
grandchildren who are close
to our hearts, for they are the
sign of God's life to us.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, be
with our grandchildren and
all other grandchildren that
they may love and respect
their grandparents and all
older people, may remember
to call, visit or write, and
grow in wisdom, age and
grace before God.
Amen.
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MESSAGE FROM FR. PIERRE
As I was growing in my faith, worshiping God in the
pews of Mother of God throughout my whole life, I
never thought I would be the priest administrator of
this vibrant Catholic community. God has His ways,
and it's my privilege to give this community Jesus and
be administrator. I love being a priest and I'm
humbled that God has called me to this sanctifying
vocation. I am, however, reminded daily of my
challenges and shortcomings. I'm not perfect; I
constantly rely on God's grace in my ministry and the
help of others to make the church function well,
focused on spreading the Gospel message of Jesus
Christ.
One of my tasks as administrator which I'm not well
equipped to handle is the big picture budgeting and
financials of the parish. As you are aware, the bishop
has required that each parish have a parish, pastoral,
and finance council. I’m thrilled to have a finance
council to assist the parish and myself, drawing from
their own training, education, and expertise to advise
on bigger financial decisions. The current members of
the finance council are Joseph Barash, Norman (Jr.)
Jadan, and Nolan Yaldo.
This article is very challenging for me to write because
I know it is not always easy to give to the church given
the current economic state we are in. Also it may seem
that we are always asking for money; however, being
realistic about parish ministry, everything costs money,
and every bit helps. We have a finance council to
advise us, and this will be fruitful because they are
starting as disciples of Jesus Christ, desiring to serve
the church and the spread of the Gospel for the
salvation of souls. This means that the focus of parish
ministry is not on money; money is just a tool in
servicing the mission of the church.
(Continued on page 2)
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SPECIAL MESSAGE
CLAY IN THE POTTER’S HANDS

(Continued from page 1)

With that being said, when the finance council sat down to
look at the parish finances we realized a few things. (1)
We’re in the black (i.e., positive) and we spend wisely; (2)
money is tight, and thus, some of our ministries and our
abilities to serve are restricted. With what we receive from
our wonderful parishioners (all of you), we are simply paying
our bills and keeping up with general maintenance. Our
efforts to evangelize or have a few paid staff members who
are involved with parish ministry are very limited. We have
amazing volunteers to help teach and run our programs, but
they are restricted with time and energy because they have
bills and families to provide for.
The responsibility to offer for the needs of the church
should not be on just few generous individuals or
fundraising efforts. It should, and is, the task for all of us, as
disciples of Jesus Christ, to feel compelled to give generously
in order to strengthen the ultimate mission of the church:
salvation of souls and the spread of the Gospel. We are
called to give our “time, talent and treasure” back to God
who has generously poured his blessings on us.
As St. Paul said to the people to the church in Corinth,
“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Practically, I recommend for each
family to take a percentage of their yearly income and break
that down by week, in order to be consistent. The traditional
percentage from scripture is 10% (a tithe), but if that’s a little
too much for your family to afford, try starting with 3% or
5%; this way, it’s specific and intentional. Whatever you feel
called to do, I encourage you to take all of this to prayer and
take action. I understand that I’m asking a lot, but in truth, I
am not asking; God is asking us to give to back in response
his blessings in our life.
I’ll conclude by presenting an “open door policy.” If you
have any questions, comments, or concerns about the
financials of the parish, my door is open for conversation.
Simply call the office, and I’ll call you back as soon as I can
to discuss it with you. One of the goals is to be more
transparent in what it costs to run a parish and how those
expenses are covered.
“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds
what he should give, and only suffers want.” (Proverbs
11:24)
Fr. Pierre T. Konja, Administrator
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The Gospel of John is filled with many symbols and signs. A
prime example of this is the Gospel reading for this week,
John 9: 1-38. This is the story of Jesus healing the blind man
and restoring his sight. While there are many symbols to
discuss, I want to reflect on the use of clay to heal the man.
While I have never thought much of the use of clay before,
the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Augustine, and a
couple other saints have opened my eyes (pun intended) to
Jesus’ intentional use of clay. Christ spits on the ground to
show that the power of the healing comes from him and
him alone.
He takes the clay, drawing the connection of God creating
the first man from clay. We have often heard the phrase that
we are clay in the potter’s hands, referring to God molding
each of us. Not only does the clay symbolize our bodies that
God has initially created, but Christ putting the clay on the
blind man’s eyes signifies that Christ has not only created us
from the beginning, but he is also constantly reforming and
reshaping us.

While we are all blinded when we live in sin, Christ is
constantly working on us, molding us, and reforming us, to
draw us back to the light. Jesus not only gave a sign to the
Jews in the Gospel, but He left the miracle as a sign for us as
well. Having these promises of Christ’s eternal hand in our
lives, St. Paul tells us, “Since we have these promises,
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of
body and of spirit, making holiness perfect in the fear of
God.”
Anita Kesto

PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$3,748
Over/Under
($2,252)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses.
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MESSAGE FROM FINANCE COUNCIL
As Fr. Pierre mentioned in his article, the parish is now
required to have a finance council. This council will be
separate from the parish council and will be more focused
on budgeting, tracking the financial welfare of the parish,
and assisting with big picture financials. This council will
advise the priest and staff and assist in any way. The Pastor
or Administrator chooses his own financial council and
makes sure they are qualified for this specific task. The term
will be for two years starting on July 1, 2015.

large parking lot, the church building, the offices, the upper
and lower halls and the rectory (priest house) are very
high.
We are also connected to the Chaldean Church and to the
diocese. All the parishes are here to serve the souls in the
whole diocese. Thus, each parish is required to provide for
the needs of the bishop’s office (the diocese) and to assist
with the costs of educating our seminarians, our future
priests.

Upon our initial review of the financial statements of the
parish, we thought it would be advisable to show a few
statistics of the parish financials. First, Mother of God used
to rent the hall out to for parties and BINGO. The money
gained by these events were helpful to the parish, but upon
the advisement of the Bishop, these usages were not part of
the direction the parish should go in. This is a large change
the parish’s yearly budget (i.e., a decrease in revenue that is
not being supplemented by another source of income).

Because of all this, broken down in the box below, the
parish goal for each Sunday should be $6,000 and we are
currently around $3,500 each Sunday (under $3 a person per
week). This includes the Saturday 4 P.M. mass and all four
masses on Sunday. Now, we know that some of you already
give generously or give as much as your family can afford,
but we’re sure there are many people who simply are not
aware of how much it costs to run a parish.

We also noticed a drop in parish membership dues being
paid and a general drop of parish attendance. Mother of
God was a much larger parish 10-15 years ago than it is
today, that’s just the nature of the shift of where Chaldeans
live. We are not, by any stretch of the imagination, in
competition with other parishes; however, we have to be
realistic about the fact that we are a smaller parish; as
attendance drops, so do the collections yet the costs remain
the same.

We feel that, as the finance council, we should not be afraid
to be more forthcoming and public with the needs of the
parish and how those needs are being met. We are here to
serve the parish and its parishioners. We are members of
this church and hope to see it be a strong parish for
generations to come.
Your Finance Council,
Joseph Barash, B.S., CRA
Nolan Yaldo, JD, CPA
Norman (Junior) Jadan, CPA

However, the cost of running a parish is often not well
known either. The general maintenance and utilities of a
Loss of Income
Hall Rental
Bingo
Memberships
Sunday Collections

($36,000)
($10,000)
($10,000)
(-5%)
Major Expenses

Assessment for the Diocese
Seminary support from parish expenses
Payroll
Repairs, maintenance, lawn and snow
Utilities

($60,000)
($20,000)
($170,000)
($70,000)
($70,000)

Major expenses alone breaks down to $7,500 a week.
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