August 02, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI

St. Alphonsus was known
above all as a practical man
who dealt in the concrete
rather than the abstract. His
life is indeed a “practical”
model for the everyday
Christian who has difficulty
recognizing the dignity of
Christian life amid the swirl
of problems, pain,
misunderstanding and failure.
Alphonsus suffered all these
things. He is a saint because
he was able to maintain an
intimate sense of the
presence of the suffering
Christ through it all.
“Your God is ever beside you
- indeed, He is even within
you.”
- Alphonsus Liguori
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4th Sunday of Summer

TRADITIONS OF MEN
This week Jesus talks about something that most
Americans do not understand very well, namely
worldly traditions. While many exist around us,
Americans largely do them out of habit rather than in
an attempt to keep them. The way graduation
ceremonies are held, bringing flowers to a grave, the
rules governing eating utensils at a formal dinner, and
many more come to mind. Possibly one of the few
traditions that Americans participate in with
understanding are those related to national symbolism,
such as the Pledge of Allegiance. Chaldeans, on the
other hand, are much more aware, as is most everyone
from an Eastern culture. When something is in
violation of a tradition, such as not wearing black long
enough after a family member has died, it’s not
unheard of to hear the Arabic word “Eib” by an older
relative. As far as China we have Confucius, whose
philosophy is the foundation of Chinese culture and
his books have been used as required reading in
schools for millennia, who constantly speaks about
“propriety.” Whether aware or not, however, every
culture is steeped in traditions which dictate how we
act.
The Jews were, like us, very aware of these worldly
traditions. In the Gospel we find that washing one’s
hands before a meal wasn’t just a common practice, it
was a tradition that had to be kept to be considered a
good Jew. Jesus rebukes the Jews on this point by
telling them that while they keep these traditions, they
forget the Commandments. Jesus did not stop there;
He also mentions how some of their traditions that
they keep violate the Commandments. In the
pervading American culture we have some similar
rules, such as not talking about politics or religion at
the table when we eat, whereas Jesus told us to
proclaim the Gospel and had the perfect example of a
(Continued on page 2)

25585 Berg Road, Southfield, MI 48034 | Tel: 248-356-0565 | Fax: 248-356-5235 | Hours: M-F 8am-4pm

TRADITIONS OF MEN
who goes back to his
father when he sees the
fruit of his mistake
because he knows his
father could care for
him, Israel did not.
Instead they turned on
their own brother,
Judah.
Did God stop loving them? Of course not. God has always
expressed His love in one way, to give us freedom to choose
to love Him back. Whether it was in the Garden of Eden or
on the Cross, or when Jesus comes back at the end of time,
God loves us enough to allow us to reject His love. In
today’s reading we see an instance where God seems to be
punishing the people. The trouble for Israel is called God’s
wrath. However, the destruction Israel felt was brought
upon by itself. The Jews were a weak people in comparison
to their neighbors but succeeded because God actively
helped them so that they may serve as an example to the
world of the fruits of following God and His
commandments. Without God they would have never left
slavery! So, when they turn their back on God their
destruction is attributed to God’s wrath, but God only did
what the people wanted, He left them alone. In keeping the
traditions handed on to us by Jesus and the Church our lives
become an affirmation that we do not want God to be
distant, but rather we want Him to be a part of lives. As we
celebrate the upcoming feast of the Transfiguration let us
allow our lives to be transfigured into the lives of saints by
doing as Paull commands and “hold[ing] fast to the
traditions passed on to you by us.”

(Continued from page 1)

meal on Holy Thursday. Our own culture has similar issues,
such as the wearing of black for a time after the death of a
relative. As Christians we believe in the joy that Heaven is
the final resting place of those people who followed Christ
until the end of their lives, but we dress as if we don’t. These
are small examples and not on par with a violation of a
commandment which Jesus cites in the Gospel.
Nonetheless, our own culture has room to grow to better
reflect Gospel truths.
The reading from Corinthians gives us an example of good
tradition. These are the traditions which glorify God and
come from God. Paul tells us that he will not be ashamed to
boast of the authority given to him to help build up the
community of God. This authority, that of a bishop, and the
passing down of that authority, is a tradition which is of
God. These kinds of traditions which are passed down to
keep godly things are good. Our feasts, our prayers such as
the rosary, the Mass, the Sacraments, etc. are all traditions
which we keep that not only do not violate God’s law, they
keep it perfectly. When Jesus spoke about the traditions of
men He was comparing them to the traditions of God
(although Jesus never uses those words.) Those are the good
traditions which should be kept. Many of our Protestant
neighbors think all tradition is evil, but godly traditions
actually keep the community united and help pass on the
Christian Faith. The importance of them is very clear since
there are thousands of Protestant denominations, while the
Catholic Church is one. Even letting go one of godly
tradition, such as the primacy of Peter and his successor the
pope, has lead the Orthodox to have many churches which
are not united.
The first reading shows what happens to a people when they
lose the traditions given to us by God. Much like the West
today, God gave the Jews a community enlightened by
God’s wisdom but they discarded it for lesser things. In the
reading from Isaiah we learn that God allowed Israel to be
destroyed by her enemies. They had become like the pagans,
forsaking the Commandments and instead choosing pagan
gods and pagan traditions. They prayed to one god for luck,
another for good health, one so the woman of their dreams
would marry them, and to another they sacrificed animals
and even sometimes their firstborn. So God allowed them to
be like the pagans, who constantly fight among each other
for power and Israel was destroyed. Unlike the prodigal son
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SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his
brother John and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah,
talking with him. While he was still speaking, suddenly a
bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a
voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am
well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this,
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

Matthew 17:1-7

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Transfiguration prayer
God of life and glory,
your Son was revealed in splendour
before he suffered death upon the cross;
grant that we, beholding his majesty,
may be strengthened to follow him
and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory;

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God now and for ever.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,866
Over/Under
($1,134)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses.
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
554 From the day Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God, the Master "began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things. . . and be killed, and on the third day be
raised." Peter scorns this prediction, nor do the others
understand it any better than he.” In this context the
mysterious episode of Jesus' Transfiguration takes place on
a high mountain, before three witnesses chosen by himself:
Peter, James and John. Jesus' face and clothes become
dazzling with light, and Moses and Elijah appear, speaking
"of his departure, which he was to accomplish at
Jerusalem". A cloud covers him and a voice from heaven
says: "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"
555 For a moment Jesus discloses his divine glory,
confirming Peter's confession. He also reveals that he will
have to go by the way of the cross at Jerusalem in order to
"enter into his glory". Moses and Elijah had seen God's
glory on the Mountain; the Law and the Prophets had
announced the Messiah's sufferings. Christ's Passion is the
will of the Father: the Son acts as God's servant; the cloud
indicates the presence of the Holy Spirit. "The whole
Trinity appeared: the Father in the voice; the Son in the
man; the Spirit in the shining cloud."
You were transfigured on the mountain, and your disciples,
as much as they were capable of it, beheld your glory, O
Christ our God, so that when they should see you crucified
they would understand that your Passion was voluntary, and
proclaim to the world that you truly are the splendor of the
Father.
556 On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on the
threshold of the Passover: the Transfiguration. Jesus'
baptism proclaimed "the mystery of the first regeneration",
namely, our Baptism; the Transfiguration "is the sacrament
of the second regeneration": our own Resurrection. From
now on we share in the Lord's Resurrection through the
Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the Body of Christ. The
Transfiguration gives us a foretaste of Christ's glorious
coming, when he "will change our lowly body to be like his
glorious body." But it also recalls that "it is through many
persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God":
Peter did not yet understand this when he wanted to remain
with Christ on the mountain. It has been reserved for you,
Peter, but for after death. For now, Jesus says: "Go down to
toil on earth, to serve on earth, to be scorned and crucified
on earth. Life goes down to be killed; Bread goes down to
suffer hunger; the Way goes down to be exhausted on his
journey; the Spring goes down to suffer thirst; and you
refuse to suffer?"

81
"Sacred Scripture is the
speech of God as it is put
down in writing under the
breath of the Holy Spirit."
"And
[Holy] Tradition transmits in
its entirety the Word of God
which has been entrusted to
the apostles by Christ the
Lord and the Holy Spirit. It
transmits it to the successors
of the apostles so that,
enlightened by the Spirit of
truth, they may faithfully
preserve, expound and
spread it abroad by their
preaching."
82
As a result the Church, to whom the transmission and
interpretation of Revelation is entrusted, "does not derive
her certainty about all revealed truths from the holy
Scriptures alone. Both Scripture and Tradition must be
accepted and honored with equal sentiments of devotion
and reverence."
83
The Tradition here in question comes from the apostles and
hands on what they received from Jesus' teaching and
example and what they learned from the Holy Spirit. The
first generation of Christians did not yet have a written New
Testament, and the New Testament itself demonstrates the
process of living Tradition.
Tradition is to be distinguished from the various
theological, disciplinary, liturgical or devotional traditions,
born in the local churches over time. These are the
particular forms, adapted to different places and times, in
which the great Tradition is expressed. In the light of
Tradition, these traditions can be retained, modified or even
abandoned under the guidance of the Church's Magisterium
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page, full page,
etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733
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