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“It was fitting that she, who 
had kept her virginity intact 

in childbirth, should keep her 
own body free from all 

corruption even after death. 
It was fitting that she, who 
had carried the Creator as a 
child at her breast, should 

dwell in the divine 
tabernacles. It was fitting that 
the spouse, whom the Father 
had taken to himself, should 
live in the divine mansions. It 
was fitting that she, who had 
seen her Son upon the cross 

and who had thereby 
received into her heart the 
sword of sorrow which she 
had escaped in the act of 

giving birth to him, should 
look upon him as he sits with 

the Father.” 
 

St. John Damascene  

The topic of hell is uncomfortable for many. Many 
don’t understand how God who is loving can also 
damn a person to hell. Our first reading gives us a 
pretty good idea. Sheol is a metaphor for Assyria for 
Isaiah but it’s also a multilayered piece of imagery that 
helps us understand Sheol, or Hell. Some of the 
leaders seem to have thought that they could make a 
bargain with the king of Assyria so that when the city 
of Jerusalem would be sacked, they would be free. But 
Isaiah was warning them otherwise. However, the 
imagery is full of double meaning. As sinners we often 
think we can bargain with death. We know that our 
judgment will come but we hope to find peace and joy 
in death by sinning. Sin is death in so far as sinfulness 
kills the spiritual life. We trade our peace for 
momentary pleasure. In this way we attempt to make a 
deal with death, to take away some of its sting by 
sinning and attempting to forget it.  
 

That is what an alliance with Hell looks like. That is 
what Hell is in essence; the place we pick by giving up 
our peace of mind for some pleasure. Everyone, 
whether Christian, Muslim, Jew, or an atheist, knows 
in their heart some basics about right and wrong. No 
one believes murder is acceptable because they realize 
their own life could be at jeopardy if it becomes 
acceptable. No one believes thieving is acceptable 
because they can lose their own possessions if it was. 
The same goes for lying, adultery, rape, initiating 
violence, slander, etc. So why do people do it? Because 
they hope to gain some momentary earthly advantage. 
In exchange they give up their peace of mind. Now 
they think others are going to act in the same way and 
guard against it. When we sin we become guarded, 
closed off, and alone.  

In that sense, people choose the spiritual state of Hell 
here on Earth. Others, not wishing to forgo the peace 
they have, avoid sinning. They do not make a deal with 
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death. When it is our time to face God He does not 
approach us as a mean judge, but a Father who loves us and 
will not take away from us what we chose, even if we chose 
to reject Heaven. His judgment isn’t to condemnation or 
eternal happiness, but rather a declaration of what we have 
chosen. We have judged ourselves before we ever face the 
Father. Just like the leaders of Jerusalem some have already 
made a deal with death before the judgment comes and they 
will not be spared, as Isaiah warns, of receiving their choice.  
 

Paul talks about those living in sin in the second reading. He 
says “I fear that when I come again, my God may 
humble me before you, and that I may have to mourn 
over many who previously sinned and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual immorality, and 
licentiousness that they have practiced.” He would 
rather be humbled before the people of Corinth, that is, 
made a fool, than have to mourn over unrepentant sinners. 
Eternity is very real and there is no promise that calling 
oneself Christian, going to Mass regularly, or even preaching 
the Gospel that we enter into Heaven. We must free 
ourselves from deadly sin and any attachment to it. God 
gives us the grace, especially in Confession, to do so. As 
Christians we will have no excuse for our choice since God 
gives us so many opportunities to repent and change our 
ways. He never stops offering the opportunity, no matter 
how much we sin. However, we must keep trying to “Be 
perfect as the Father is perfect.”  

 

Jesus tells us a parable of a man who was very rich and did 
not care for the plight of Lazarus, a poor man. Such love of 
money that keeps a person from helping the needy is 
dangerous to our spiritual life because it is a love for 
something passing. How can we hope to enter Heaven if our 
heart is in things that are not eternal? He is sent to Hell and 
begs Abraham not to go to Heaven, but to be relieved of the 
discomfort of Hell with a little water. This is very important 
to note. Those in Hell do not wish to convert. They have 
made up their minds. They will hate the suffering of Hell 
but they will not have any love for the things of Heaven. In 
fact, for such people, Heaven would be a more difficult 
place to live in than Hell. If a person does not love God 
how difficult it would be to be in His glorious and 
resplendent presence for eternity?  
 
  

Now the rich man looks 
at his family and wishes 
that Lazarus would go 
to them and warn them. 
He doesn’t ask Lazarus 
to tell them to repent, 
but only to warn them 
of where their choice 
leads. Abraham says 
something powerful; if they did not listen to Moses and the 
prophets they would not listen even if the dead rose from 
their grave. In our own century we had Mary appear and 
make the sun dance. Many saw it but did not convert. Mary 
protected priests in the middle of the Hiroshima blast and 
yet people did not believe. Miracles will not change people 
who have made a deal with death because the issue is not 
God’s lack of trying, but their choice to love passing things. 

 

Jesus gives a final warning. “It would be better for you if a 

millstone were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea than for you to cause one of these 

little ones to stumble.” Causing someone’s eternal 

damnation earns a person a very harsh punishment in Hell. 

He then gives us the model for those bound for Heaven. 

They say that the good that they do is only what is required 

of them and that they simply slaves. Let us emulate that by 

taking no credit for the good that we do and accept with 

humility ridicule for the only thing we can take credit for, 

our sins.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so 

that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the 

wilderness, where she would be taken care of for a time, 

times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach.  Then 

from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to 

overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent.  

But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and 

swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his 

mouth.  Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and 

ent off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those 

who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony 

about Jesus.                                         Revelation 12:14-17 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Father in heaven, 
all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 
In the plan of your wisdom 
she who bore the Christ in her womb 
was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness 
and join in her hymn of endless love and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,511 

 Over/Under  ($1,489) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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1033 We cannot be united with God unless we freely 
choose to love him. But we cannot love God if we sin 
gravely against him, against our neighbor or against 
ourselves: "He who does not love remains in death. Anyone 
who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him." Our Lord warns 
us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the 
serious needs of the poor and the little ones who are his 
brethren.  To die in mortal sin without repenting and 
accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated 
from him for ever by our own free choice. This state of 
definitive self-exclusion from communion with God and 
the blessed is called "hell." 
1034 Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the 
unquenchable fire" reserved for those who to the end of 
their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both 
soul and body can be lost.  Jesus solemnly proclaims that he 
"will send his angels, and they will gather . . . all evil doers, 
and throw them into the furnace of fire,"  and that he will 
pronounce the condemnation: "Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire!" 
1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of 
hell and its eternity. Immediately after death the souls of 
those who die in a state of mortal sin descend into hell, 
where they suffer the punishments of hell, "eternal fire." 
The chief punishment of hell is eternal separation from 
God, in whom alone man can possess the life and happiness 
for which he was created and for which he longs. 
1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the teachings 
of the Church on the subject of hell are a call to the 
responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his 
freedom in view of his eternal destiny. They are at the same 
time an urgent call to conversion: "Enter by the narrow 
gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the 
gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and 
those who find it are few." 
1037 God predestines no one to go to hell; for this, a willful 
turning away from God (a mortal sin) is necessary, and 
persistence in it until the end. In the Eucharistic liturgy and 
in the daily prayers of her faithful, the Church implores the 
mercy of God, who does not want "any to perish, but all to 
come to repentance.” 
1038 The resurrection of all the dead, "of both the just and 
the unjust," will precede the Last Judgment. This will be 
"the hour when all who are in the tombs will hear [the Son 
of man's] voice and come forth, those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to 
the resurrection of judgment." Then Christ will come "in his 

glory, and all the angels with 
him. . . . Before him will be 
gathered all the nations, and 
he will separate them one 
from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the 
goats, and he will place the 
sheep at his right hand, but 
the goats at the left. . . . And 
they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life." 
1039 In the presence of 
Christ, who is Truth itself, 
the truth of each man's 
relationship with God will 
be laid bare. The Last 
Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences the 
good each person has done or failed to do during his earthly 
life. 
1040 The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in 
glory. Only the Father knows the day and the hour; only he 
determines the moment of its coming. Then through his 
Son Jesus Christ he will pronounce the final word on all 
history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole 
work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation and 
understand the marvelous ways by which his Providence led 
everything towards its final end. The Last Judgment will 
reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices 
committed by his creatures and that God's love is stronger 
than death. 
1041 The message of the Last Judgment calls men to 
conversion while God is still giving them "the acceptable 
time, . . . the day of salvation." It inspires a holy fear of God 
and commits them to the justice of the Kingdom of God. It 
proclaims the "blessed hope" of the Lord's return, when he 
will come "to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled 
at in all who have believed." 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available  

(business card, half  page, full page, 
etc.) 

 
If  you are interested in helping the 

Church and advertising with us, 
Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 


