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“It was fitting that she, who 
had kept her virginity intact 

in childbirth, should keep her 
own body free from all 

corruption even after death. 
It was fitting that she, who 
had carried the Creator as a 
child at her breast, should 

dwell in the divine 
tabernacles. It was fitting that 
the spouse, whom the Father 
had taken to himself, should 
live in the divine mansions. It 
was fitting that she, who had 
seen her Son upon the cross 

and who had thereby 
received into her heart the 
sword of sorrow which she 
had escaped in the act of 

giving birth to him, should 
look upon him as he sits with 

the Father.” 
 

St. John Damascene  

The first reading might be addressed personally 
to our time. God looks on to the people and declares 
through Isaiah that the people worship only in 
following prescribed actions. The people have lost 
their faith and end up going through the motions 
because they have to, like a Catholic who attends 
Church because he has to. God says that He will do 
wonders to remind them that He is God because they 
have forgotten the mighty deeds God has done. It 
would be like someone today who says he is a 
Chaldean Catholic but forgets how amazing that fact 
really is; that St. Thomas was willing to travel to our 
people and then die in India on his travels all because 
he saw Jesus resurrected.  
 Isaiah tell us the issue; their wise men are 
actually fools who have no faith. All the works of God 
are reduced to other factors. It is not unlike our day, 
where Mary made the sun dance in the sky with over 
80 thousand people seeing it and the scientists came in 
to explain why it was all fake even though it happened 
when and where Mary promised and was visible to all. 
These “wise” men of ancient Israel were the same way 
except the attributed God’s works to idols. That is why 
Isaiah asks “Shall the thing made say of its maker, 
‘He did not make me’; or the thing formed say of 
the one who formed it, ‘He has no 
understanding?’” This is an important passage to be 
acquainted with, lest we think that our time is new and 
exciting in that our wise men think they can explain 
away God’s miracles. This time is no different than the 
time Isaiah is writing in 2500 years ago.   
 The situation in the reading of Isaiah is like 
ours in another way; Isaiah was promising something 
great in the future just as we are promised great things 
for our current time by God’s involvement in our lives 
and the promise of Jesus returning. “The meek shall 
obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the neediest 
people shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.” Now 
we know that for those in Israel the promise was 
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fulfilled in the return of the people to the land and then 
more fully in the coming of Jesus. Knowing that, we trust 
that God will fulfill His promises again by keeping His 
promises to us and eventually the return of Christ our King. 
If we keep this assurance that God has fulfilled His 
promises in the past, our worship will not be reduced to us 
going through motions but rather it will be a joyful 
expression of our justified hope in God.  

 Paul is an embodiment of that hope. In his letter to 
the Thessalonians he says “You yourselves know, 
brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in 
vain, but though we had already suffered and been 
shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God 
in spite of great opposition.” What gave Paul the courage 
to be mistreated and travel around the world while giving up 
the earthly hope of having a wife and kids and his position 
among the religious authority? The promises which God has 
fulfilled and the promises which have yet to come to fruition 
are what kept him going. His faith, hope, and charity were 
alive and they were reflected in his life and in his worship of 
God.  

 Jesus’ story in the Gospel reinforces this idea. The 
apostles ask him to increase their faith. Jesus replies that if 
they had the faith the size of a mustard seed they could tell a 
bush to get up and move to the sea. Then He asks them if 
they would tell a hard working servant to prepare the food 
for them after working in the field. The answer is 
understood to be “yes.” He says that even though that is the 
case the servant can only say that he did what was required 
of him and nothing special. When we do charitable or holy 
things that is all we can say as well. That attitude comes 
from faith and so if we wish to increase our faith we only 
have to act as the servants we are.  
 
 The gospel also tells the story of 10 lepers. All ten 
approach Jesus asking to be healed but only one returns to 
thank Jesus. He thanked Him by praising God with a loud 
voice and prostrating himself at the feet of Jesus. Jesus 
notices that this is the only leper to come back and give 
thanks to God. On top of that he was a foreigner. What can 
we learn about faith from this?  

 

 The first thing that stands out is that only one of the 
ten came back to thank Jesus. If only we would be so 
generous! God grants us with many blessings that we never 

thank Him for. Simply 
to be alive is such a 
wonderful thing. 
Equally so, our ability 
to breathe, to eat, to 
sleep, to think, to read, 
etc. How little we thank 
God for these things. If 
we were to listen our 
modern wise men they would say God has nothing to do 
with it but rather we simply evolved as such. But who 
created everything so that we could evolve? Who set the 
world in motion? There is a great deal to thank God for and 
yet how little we praise God for these gifts like the 9 lepers. 

 The next thing is that the man who comes to thank 
Jesus is a foreigner. Those 9 who were healed were likely 
Jews who were familiar with God and the Torah. They knew 
how God had worked wonders in their midst. It is easy, as 
Catholics, to be too familiar with God. When God does 
many things in our midst we begin to take it for granted. 
However, those on the outside are like children; God is 
wonderful and nothing is taken for granted because they 
have been without it all their lives. Just the other day a 
woman called the parish office asking for her Muslim friend 
who wants to be baptized. How many Catholic children are 
baptized each day and we treat it like an obligation. This 
friend was filled with excitement and anticipation as she 
waited for the opportunity to receive the Holy Spirit. It is 
good to have a childlike faith when we approach God so 
that we can see God in His glory.  

Michael Filo 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time 

from heaven, and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the 

Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will 

make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven 

and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring 

shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your 

offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for 

themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  So 

Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and 

went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-

sheba.     Genesis 22:15-19 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Father in heaven, 
all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 
In the plan of your wisdom 
she who bore the Christ in her womb 
was raised body and soul in glory to be with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness 
and join in her hymn of endless love and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,564 

 Over/Under  ($1,436) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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144 To obey (from the Latin ob-audire, to "hear or listen to") 
in faith is to submit freely to the word that has been heard, 
because its truth is guaranteed by God, who is Truth itself. 
Abraham is the model of such obedience offered us by 
Sacred Scripture. The Virgin Mary is its most perfect 
embodiment. 

148 The Virgin Mary most perfectly embodies the 
obedience of faith. By faith Mary welcomes the tidings and 
promise brought by the angel Gabriel, believing that "with 
God nothing will be impossible" and so giving her assent: 
"Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be [done] to 
me according to your word." Elizabeth greeted her: 
"Blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord. It is 
for this faith that all generations have called Mary blessed. 

149 Throughout her life and until her last ordeal when Jesus 
her son died on the cross, Mary's faith never wavered. She 
never ceased to believe in the fulfillment of God's word. 
And so the Church venerates in Mary the purest realization 
of faith. 

150 Faith is first of all a personal adherence of man to God. 
At the same time, and inseparably, it is a free assent to the 
whole truth that God has revealed. As personal adherence 
to God and assent to his truth, Christian faith differs from 
our faith in any human person. It is right and just to entrust 
oneself wholly to God and to believe absolutely what he 
says. It would be futile and false to place such faith in a 
creature. 

151 For a Christian, believing in God cannot be separated 
from believing in the One he sent, his "beloved Son", in 
whom the Father is "well pleased"; God tells us to listen to 
him.18 The Lord himself said to his disciples: "Believe in 
God, believe also in me."19 We can believe in Jesus Christ 
because he is himself God, the Word made flesh: "No one 
has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of 
the Father, he has made him known."20 Because he "has 
seen the Father", Jesus Christ is the only one who knows 
him and can reveal him. 

152 One cannot believe in Jesus Christ without sharing in 
his Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who reveals to men who Jesus 
is. For "no one can say "Jesus is Lord", except by the Holy 
Spirit", who "searches everything, even the depths of God. . 
No one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the 
Spirit of God." Only God knows God completely: we 
believe in the Holy Spirit because he is God. 

153 When St. Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of the living God, Jesus declared to him that this 

revelation did not come 
"from flesh and blood", but 
from "my Father who is in 
heaven". Faith is a gift of 
God, a supernatural virtue 
infused by him. "Before this 
faith can be exercised, man 
must have the grace of God 
to move and assist him; he 
must have the interior helps 
of the Holy Spirit, who 
moves the heart and 
converts it to God, who 
opens the eyes of the mind 
and 'makes it easy for all to 
accept and believe the 
truth.'" 

154 Believing is possible only by grace and the interior helps 
of the Holy Spirit. But it is no less true that believing is an 
authentically human act. Trusting in God and cleaving to 
the truths he has revealed is contrary neither to human 
freedom nor to human reason. Even in human relations it is 
not contrary to our dignity to believe what other persons 
tell us about themselves and their intentions, or to trust 
their promises (for example, when a man and a woman 
marry) to share a communion of life with one another. If 
this is so, still less is it contrary to our dignity to "yield by 
faith the full submission of. . . intellect and will to God who 
reveals", and to share in an interior communion with him. 

155 In faith, the human intellect and will cooperate with 
divine grace: "Believing is an act of the intellect assenting to 
the divine truth by command of the will moved by God 
through grace." 

156 What moves us to believe is not the fact that revealed 
truths appear as true and intelligible in the light of our 
natural reason: we believe "because of the authority of God 
himself who reveals them, who can neither deceive nor be 
deceived". So "that the submission of our faith might 
nevertheless be in accordance with reason, God willed that 
external proofs of his Revelation should be joined to the 
internal helps of the Holy Spirit." Thus the miracles of 
Christ and the saints, prophecies, the Church's growth and 
holiness, and her fruitfulness and stability "are the most 
certain signs of divine Revelation, adapted to the 
intelligence of all"; they are "motives of credibility" (motiva 
credibilitatis), which show that the assent of faith is "by no 
means a blind impulse of the mind". 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available  

(business card, half  page, full page, 
etc.) 

 
If  you are interested in helping the 

Church and advertising with us, 
Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 


