August 30, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. NICODEMUS

1st Sunday of Eliya

TRUST

Trusting in the Lord Jesus is fundamental to
the Christian life. “Having faith” in someone is saying
you trust them. Whether we come with a great deal of
trust, like the blind man in the Gospel, or a little trust
that Jesus might be who He says He is, like
Nicodemus, we are rewarded plentifully. Trust is a part
of faith and without it we have no faith. Practically it
can mean trusting God that all things will work for His
greater glory whether in small things, such as an exam,
or in big things like keeping a child conceived
St. Nicodemus was a secret immorally. It can mean trusting Jesus that helping a
disciple of Jesus. As a
person might put you in a financially difficult situation
member of the Sanhedrin, and that He will use that to bring about the greater
he would meet Jesus by good. Trusting Jesus can be very difficult.
night so that the others
would not see him with
The Israelites were having a very similar issue
Jesus. Eventually, it was
in trusting God. The Assyrians were threatening to
Nicodemus who reminded overrun them and they had allied themselves with
the Sanhedrin that Jesus Egypt in the hope that Egypt would protect them.
had the right to a trial.
They did not trust God who brought them out of
Together with St. Joseph Egypt and made a weak people into a nation by
of Arimathea, he prepared winning the land away from the Philistines. God had
Jesus' body and placed him done marvelous deeds in their midst and yet they did
in the tomb.
not trust. However, if we put ourselves in the place of
the Israelites we might find we would act in exactly the
same way. They were being reasonable in allying with
Tradition holds that St. Egypt who had powerful chariots which were
unmatched in combat. Egypt had a strong desire to
Nicodemus was martyred. fight off the Assyrians whose empire was growing
closer and closer. The Israelites thought the enemy of
my enemy is my friend. This is the pagan mindset; it is
rational to a fault. God, however, surpasses even our
reason. If they had only remembered that God had
made them a nation in the first place they would act
with a heavenly reason and trust that God would let
them beat the oncoming hordes of Assyrians.
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TRUST
said He is. That level of
trust is the trust of the
God tells the Israelites through the prophet Isaiah
saints. This blind man
“The Egyptians are human, and not God; their horses screamed into the
are flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord stretches out
crowd to get the
his hand, the helper will stumble, and the one helped
attention of Jesus. He
will fall, and they will all perish together.” God had
made a fool of himself
parted the Red Sea and struck fear in their heart. He brought because he knew that
fear upon Egypt for the hardness of the heart of Pharaoh
God could heal him but
who did not let the people go to worship God. The spirit of all the respect of his fellow men would not.
men is the difference between an army attacking and an
army in retreat. It’s the difference between a tribe of slaves
Zacchaeus is the model of trust in God that most of
running away and warriors who can conquer a land. What
us
have.
We know about Jesus and some people have said
eventually did happen was that Assyria crushed them and
He has done incredible things, like when we hear about
their allies. Everyone has a choice of what to trust.
people being healed at Tom Naemi’s healing ministry, and
Sometimes we trust in weapons and military might,
we know Jesus is pretty important. We think He can do
sometimes in our reason, sometimes in our abilities and
skills, sometimes in government, sometimes in superstitious some great things even for us, but we aren’t sure Jesus really
things, but when we choose those things over God then we wants to. So, like Zacchaeus, we go to see who Jesus is. We
aren’t really trying to get His attention, but we are curious.
are bringing upon ourselves our own ruin.
Then, out of the blue, Jesus will call us to do something. He
will pick us out of the crowd and then we will see if we
Paul’s letter finds the Thessalonians trusting God.
They were suffering a great deal of persecution and yet they indeed trust Jesus. Zacchaeus was indeed trusting at the end
and there is a tradition that he actually became the Apostle
trusted in Jesus Christ. Most especially they trusted in his
promise to come back and to right all wrongs. As Christians Matthias.
trusting in the promise that Christ will come back makes the
Christian life possible. It’s very easy to accept even our own
The question that looms over us is “do we trust
deaths for Christ when we know vengeance will be His. It’s
God?” In the Chaldean calendar today is the beginning of
not so difficult to endure suffering if we know that God will
the season of Elijah. It’s a season for anticipation of Christ
make things right. We have no need to answer back when
who will come again. Let’s enter into it with trust that He
we are falsely accused or when someone points out our
flaws. Forgiveness is very easy when we trust that God will will come and let our lives be changed drastically by our
bring everything into the light. It’s not a trust that God will trust in that promise.
retaliate for us, but rather a trust that our God-given sense
Michael Filo
of justice will be quenched. It’s a trust that while this world
is disordered God will make everything orderly.
(Continued from page 1)

The Gospels today reveal two kinds of trust. The
first is the trust of canonized saints. The blind man who
hears of Jesus’ presence trusts what he has heard about
Jesus. He is probably a man of frequent prayer. As was the
case for many of the disabled in that time he probably spent
his day begging. He must have spent the time in between his
interactions with people asking God for a generous stranger
to pass by. He must have also heard of the coming Messiah
in the synagogue. When the rumors of Jesus began to reach
his ears, a man healing the sick, who calls Himself the
messiah, the blind man must have had his ears perk up to
see him coming. He was convinced that Jesus is who He

Rooms available for papal visit
Our original trip to see the pope has been cancelled.
However, we have 3 person rooms available in Philadelphia at $270 per room. The rooms are booked for Sep
tember 26 and 27. You must arrange your travel.

Please contact Sarah to reserve at (248)854-9755
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
"And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have
made concerning your servant and his house. Do as you
promised, so that your name will be great forever. Then men will
say, 'The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!' And the house of
your servant David will be established before you. "O LORD
Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant,
saying, 'I will build a house for you.' So your servant has found
courage to offer you this prayer. O Sovereign LORD, you are
God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised these
good things to your servant. Now be pleased to bless the house
of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for
you, O Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing
the house of your servant will be blessed forever.".
2 Samuel 7:25-29

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Merciful God, whose servant Nicodemus was a secret disciple of
Christ, meeting him by night to avoid the wrath of the other
members of the Sanhedrin, and eventually spoke out to that body
to remind them that Jesus had a right to a hearing and with
reverence and godly fear prepared the body of our Lord and
Savior for burial, and laid it in his own tomb: Grant to us, your
faithful people, grace and courage to love and serve Jesus with
sincere devotion all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Ghost, one
God, for ever and ever.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,507
Over/(Under)
($1,493)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
214 God, "HE WHO IS", revealed himself to Israel as
the one "abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness". These two terms express summarily the
riches of the divine name. In all his works God displays,
not only his kindness, goodness, grace and steadfast love,
but also his trustworthiness, constancy, faithfulness and
truth. "I give thanks to your name for your steadfast love
and your faithfulness." He is the Truth, for "God is light
and in him there is no darkness"; "God is love", as the
apostle John teaches.

our petition has not been
heard? How is our prayer
heard, how is it
"efficacious"?
2738 The revelation of
prayer in the economy of
salvation teaches us that
faith rests on God's action
in history. Our filial trust is
enkindled by his supreme
act: the Passion and
Resurrection of his Son.
Christian prayer is
cooperation with his
providence, his plan of love
for men.

215 "The sum of your word is truth; and every one of
your righteous ordinances endures forever." "And now,
O LORD God, you are God, and your words are
true"; this is why God's promises always come true. God
is Truth itself, whose words cannot deceive. This is why
one can abandon oneself in full trust to the truth and
faithfulness of his word in all things. The beginning of sin
and of man's fall was due to a lie of the tempter who
2739 For St. Paul, this trust is bold, founded on the
induced doubt of God's word, kindness and faithfulness. prayer of the Spirit in us and on the faithful love of the
Father who has given us his only Son. Transformation of
216 God's truth is his wisdom, which commands the
the praying heart is the first response to our petition.
whole created order and governs the world. God, who
alone made heaven and earth, can alone impart true
2740 The prayer of Jesus makes Christian prayer an
knowledge of every created thing in relation to himself.
efficacious petition. He is its model, he prays in us and
with us. Since the heart of the Son seeks only what
217 God is also truthful when he reveals himself - the
pleases the Father, how could the prayer of the children
teaching that comes from God is "true
of adoption be centered on the gifts rather than the
instruction". When he sends his Son into the world it will Giver?
be "to bear witness to the truth": "We know that the Son
of God has come and has given us understanding, to
2741 Jesus also prays for us - in our place and on our
know him who is true."
behalf. All our petitions were gathered up, once for all, in
his cry on the Cross and, in his Resurrection, heard by the
2547 The Lord grieves over the rich, because they find
Father. This is why he never ceases to intercede for us
their consolation in the abundance of goods. "Let the
with the Father. If our prayer is resolutely united with
proud seek and love earthly kingdoms, but blessed are the that of Jesus, in trust and boldness as children, we obtain
poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of
all that we ask in his name, even more than any particular
heaven." Abandonment to the providence of the Father thing: the Holy Spirit himself, who contains all gifts.
in heaven frees us from anxiety about tomorrow. Trust in
God is a preparation for the blessedness of the poor.
They shall see God.
2734 Filial trust is tested - it proves itself - in tribulation.
The principal difficulty concerns the prayer of petition, for
oneself or for others in intercession. Some even stop
praying because they think their petition is not heard.
Here two questions should be asked: Why do we think
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page, full page,
etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733
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