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FEAST OF THE WEEK 
NATIVITY OF MARY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Today the barren Anna 
claps her hands for joy, the 

earth radiates with light, 
kings sing their happiness, 

priests enjoy every 
blessing, the entire 

universe rejoices, for she 
who is queen and the 

Father's immaculate bride 
buds forth from the stem 

of Jesse"  
-from the Byzantine liturgy 

 
"She is the flower of the 

field from whom bloomed 
the precious lily of the 

valley. Through her birth 
the nature inherited from 

our first parents is 
changed."  

-St. Augustine 

Today’s readings are all about our senses. 
The spiritual life is not possible without a 
listening ear and a watchful eye. As it says 
in the book of Kings “Now there was a 
great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at 
the entrance of the cave.” God is found in 
the quiet and silence, not in the loud 
things of this world. It is very easy to get 
lost in the noise of the news, politics, 
social media, TV, and the rest and not 
hear or see God. 

In fact, that was the situation Israel found 
itself in from our reading today. War was 
coming and the Assyrians were marching. 
They saw the armies and heard them 
coming and they ran to Egypt and its 
powerful armies on horseback and 
chariot. The drums of war were beating, 
the people were preparing for war. What 
does God say? He says through the 
prophet Isaiah “In returning and rest you 
shall be saved; in quietness and in trust 
shall be your strength.” However, the 
people did not want to hear that, nor did 
they want to see the works of the Lord. 
They already had plans to go to Egypt 
and have the help of their horses. There 
was no time for sitting back, it was time 
for action! It seems silly to us because we 
see they were utterly destroyed but how 

often we fall for the 
same thing. We have 
an idea to fix a 
situation, or plans 
for the future, and 
we do not sit at the 
Master’s feet in prayer. Our energy is set 
on that goal and we no longer are able to 
hear the voice of God in the silence. 

In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians we 
find him encouraging them to hold fast to 
the traditions handed on to them. He 
wants them to not get lost in the world 
but rather to do as the Father says. 
Protestants usually hate tradition and in 
exchange they allow every possible of 
interpretation of Scripture to exist and 
then pick and choose which seems most 
correct. Their division comes from trying 
to find God in the noise but He is only to 
be found in the quiet but constant 
teaching handed down from Apostles to 
bishops. 

Finally, Jesus answers a question that 
most of us have. Why does he speak in 
parables all of the time? It is because their 
meaning is very plain if we only turn to 
Him and listen and watch. Jesus laments 
“seeing they do not perceive, and hearing 
they do not listen, nor do they 
understand.” He explains the parable of 
the sower of the seed to the Apostles and 
He would explain every parable if we only 
turn to Him and sit in quiet. God wants 
to give us everything, we only have to 
empty ourselves of distractions to make 
room for Him.  

Michael Filo 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

What is the sin of abortion? 

Abortion is the taking of the life of the unborn. It falls 
under the sin of murder. At the point of conception a new 
human being is formed with a distinct set of DNA from 
both father and mother. Any attempt to put an end to that 
life, or help in putting an end to that life is a grave offense 
and causes a person to be latae-sententiae excommunicated. 
What this means is that the very act of having an abortion 
puts someone outside of the Catholic Church.  

 

What is excommunication? 

Excommunication is the authority given to the Church by 
Jesus in Matthew 18:17. The text can be found in the 
Scripture of the day. It is a sad fact that while God allows 
everyone to repent and come to Him, many choose to stay 
obstinate in their sin. The Church therefore makes use of 
the ability to put some people outside of the only means 
available for salvation until they realize the gravity of their 
sin. A person who is excommunicated may not receive any 
sacrament but penance.  

 

Who can forgive sins which lead to latae-sententiae 
excommunication? 

Usually a bishop has to forgive an excommunication for 
most sins that fall under that category. There are other sins 
which only the pope may forgive which include desecration 
of the Eucharist or a priest speaking about what he heard in 
confession. In the US almost all bishops have given that 
authority (the priests already had the power to forgive the 
sin but did not out of obedience) to priests as well in the 
case of abortion.  

 

Why have the bishops chosen to allow priests to forgive 
the sin of abortion? 

It’s a reality of our times that there are many abortions. A 
bishop who has to hear all those who confess the sin would 
spend a considerable amount of time each week just hearing 
them! Equally important, because it is so frequent, the 
Church and Her bishops have decided that it is wiser to 
make God’s unending love and forgiveness more easily 
available for the many women who come with a repentant 
heart and trust that God will forgive them.  

I heard the pope said priests can now forgive abortion. 
What has actually changed? 

For us as Chaldeans and for most Americans very little. 
Most priests already could forgive someone for abortion. 
What changed was that in the few instances where the 
bishops chose not to delegate that authority to their priests 
the pope has decided it would be wiser if they did.  

 

Why make it hard to receive forgiveness for a sin in the 
first place? 

There are some sins which are very grave and the Church 
wants to make that clear by reserving forgiveness to the 
bishops. Other sins which are reserved involve moral 
problems if a priest can forgive them. The goal is not to 
make it difficult to be absolved, but to realize the gravity of 
the sin committed.  

ABORTION 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

 “If another member of the church sins against you, go and 

point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the 

member listens to you, you have regained that one.  But if 

you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 

you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 

of two or three witnesses.  If the member refuses to listen 

to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 

listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector.  Truly I tell you, whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

-Matthew 16:15-19 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Prayer for Healing from Abortion  

For all whose hearts ache from the sin of abortion: 
that God will soothe and heal us with the balm of his mercy; We 
pray to the Lord: 
For mothers broken by the memory of a child lost to 
abortion: 
that through the intercession of the Mother of God, 
the gentle and merciful love of God may heal their innermost 
being; We pray to the Lord: 
For everyone who is haunted by the memory of abortion: 
that they might know repentance, mercy, and peace; We pray to 
the Lord:  
-USCCB 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,257 

 Over/(Under)  ($1,743) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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2258 "Human life is sacred because from its beginning it 
involves the creative action of God and it remains for ever 
in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole 
end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until 
its end: no one can under any circumstance claim for 
himself the right directly to destroy an innocent human 
being." 
The witness of sacred history 
2259 In the account of Abel's murder by his brother 
Cain, Scripture reveals the presence of anger and envy in 
man, consequences of original sin, from the beginning of 
human history. Man has become the enemy of his fellow 
man. God declares the wickedness of this fratricide: "What 
have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying 
to me from the ground. And now you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your 
brother's blood from your hand." 
2260 The covenant between God and mankind is 
interwoven with reminders of God's gift of human life and 
man's murderous violence: 
For your lifeblood I will surely require a reckoning. . . . 
Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be 
shed; for God made man in his own image. 
The Old Testament always considered blood a sacred sign 
of life. This teaching remains necessary for all time. 
2261 Scripture specifies the prohibition contained in the 
fifth commandment: "Do not slay the innocent and the 
righteous." The deliberate murder of an innocent person is 
gravely contrary to the dignity of the human being, to the 
golden rule, and to the holiness of the Creator. The law 
forbidding it is universally valid: it obliges each and 
everyone, always and everywhere. 
2262 In the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord recalls the 
commandment, "You shall not kill," and adds to it the 
proscription of anger, hatred, and vengeance. Going further, 
Christ asks his disciples to turn the other cheek, to love 
their enemies. He did not defend himself and told Peter to 
leave his sword in its sheath. 
Abortion 
2270 Human life must be respected and protected 
absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first 
moment of his existence, a human being must be 
recognized as having the rights of a person - among which 
is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life. 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 
you were born I consecrated you. 
My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made 
in secret, intricately wrought in the depths of the earth. 
2271 Since the first century the Church has affirmed the 

moral evil of every procured abortion. 
This teaching has not changed and 
remains unchangeable. Direct 
abortion, that is to say, abortion willed 
either as an end or a means, is gravely 
contrary to the moral law: 
You shall not kill the embryo by 
abortion and shall not cause the 
newborn to perish. 
God, the Lord of life, has entrusted to 
men the noble mission of safeguarding 
life, and men must carry it out in a 
manner worthy of themselves. Life must be protected with 
the utmost care from the moment of conception: abortion 
and infanticide are abominable crimes. 
2272 Formal cooperation in an abortion constitutes a grave 
offense. The Church attaches the canonical penalty of 
excommunication to this crime against human life. "A 
person who procures a completed abortion incurs 
excommunication latae sententiae," "by the very commission 
of the offense,” and subject to the conditions provided by 
Canon Law. The Church does not thereby intend to restrict 
the scope of mercy. Rather, she makes clear the gravity of 
the crime committed, the irreparable harm done to the 
innocent who is put to death, as well as to the parents and 
the whole of society. 
2273 The inalienable right to life of every innocent human 
individual is a constitutive element of a civil society and its legislation: 
"The inalienable rights of the person must be recognized 
and respected by civil society and the political authority. 
These human rights depend neither on single individuals 
nor on parents; nor do they represent a concession made by 
society and the state; they belong to human nature and are 
inherent in the person by virtue of the creative act from 
which the person took his origin. Among such fundamental 
rights one should mention in this regard every human 
being's right to life and physical integrity from the moment 
of conception until death." 
"The moment a positive law deprives a category of human 
beings of the protection which civil legislation ought to 
accord them, the state is denying the equality of all before 
the law. When the state does not place its power at the 
service of the rights of each citizen, and in particular of the 
more vulnerable, the very foundations of a state based on 
law are undermined. . . . As a consequence of the respect 
and protection which must be ensured for the unborn child 
from the moment of conception, the law must provide 
appropriate penal sanctions for every deliberate violation of 
the child's rights." 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available  

(business card, half  page, full page, 
etc.) 

 
If  you are interested in helping the 

Church and advertising with us, 
Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 


