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FEAST OF THE WEEK 
HOLY CROSS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has not God made foolish 

the wisdom of the world?  

For since, in the wisdom 

of God, the world did not 

know God through 

wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save 

those who believe.  For 

Jews demand signs and 

Greeks desire wisdom, but 

we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 

but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power 

of God and the wisdom of 

God.  1 Corinthians 1:21-24 

The reading from the Isaiah is repeating 
what has been said week after week. Like 
us, the Jews did not seem to get the 
message. God was displeased with their 
trust in Egypt. He wanted to make Israel a 
garden that had a bountiful harvest, but 
the Jews were planting weeds among 
them. God tells them that He could easily 
dispatch the Assyrians who are invading 
like a lion who can take on several 
shepherds. God, the loving Father, calls 
them to repentance. He points out that 
they have made idols of silver and gold, 
which are more weeds among the pure 
Israel God wanted to cultivate. What 
great things Israel could have done! It 
might have been even greater than Rome 
or Greece, but instead it chose to be like 
the Romans, the Greeks, the Assyrians, 
the Babylonians, and all the other empires 
that conquered them. They would have to 
wait until Jesus came until the Jews could 
found a kingdom greater than any of 
those their enemies had with Christianity 
conquering most of the known world. 
Similarly, in the season of Eliya (Elijah) 
we now await the coming of Jesus to rule 
over the whole world.  
 The Gospel today is all about the 
kingdom that God wants to grow here on 
Earth. The weakest of us can such a great 
harvest. Jesus  mentions the yeast which 
leavens the bread to several times its size. 
Imagine a world of people who value 
virtue and want to emulate Jesus. 
Wouldn’t fighting cease and our swords 
turn into plowshares? 

 The other parable is that of the 
garden. Jesus reminds his disciples that 

Satan will work hard 
to nurture evil 
among us. He wants 
nothing more than 
to see each man fall 
because he hates us 
for being like God. The Church is full of 
sinners both great and small. Sometimes 
we are the weeds, sometimes the crop. It 
is imperative for the salvation of many 
souls that each of us pursue the universal 
goal to be holy, set apart for God. If we 
stay away from mortal sin and seek God 
our plant will grow and bear much fruit. 
We will have the power to tell mountains 
to move, to heal the sick, and do miracles 
greater than those of Jesus (John 14:12.) 
All we have to do is pursue God alone, 
with our whole hearts. 

 Paul’s letter to Philemon reminds 

us of this. Onesimus was a useless slave 

to Philemon but after Onesimus heard 

the Gospel he became a great servant of 

Paul. Paul sent him back to Philemon 

imploring him to accept him as a brother 

in Christ. That is the beauty of being in 

God’s vineyard, we are all co-equal in the 

vineyard. Man is not pit against man, but 

instead we all work for the kingdom. The 

most useless, incapable, insipid among us 

can do great wonders and be a great help. 

In preparation for the feast of the Holy 

Cross let us become like our Master and 

die on the cross so that sin may die with 

us and enter into a new life in the 

kingdom of Heaven. 

Michael Filo 

THE HEAVENLY FIELD 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

Does everyone who dies immediately go to Heaven or 
Hell?  

 Everyone who dies either heads to Heaven or to 
Hell. However, for most people going to heaven, because 
they died with unrepentant sins on their soul, they must go 
to purgatory to be cleansed.  

 

What is Purgatory like?  
  

 Purgatory is described as being fiery. The fire 
cleanses us of our sins. “And I will put this third into the 
fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as 
gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will 
answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will 
say, ‘The Lord is my God.’” (Zech. 13:9)  

 

How is Purgatory different from hell? 
 
 The fire in Purgatory is a cleansing fire and while it 
burns it is temporary and those in Purgatory have a joy 
knowing that they will be clean afterwards. Everyone in 
Purgatory has sure knowledge they will go to Heaven. Hell’s 
fire does not cleanse and those in Hell have no hope of 
being saved, nor any desire to be saved. Those in Purgatory 
are also part of the Catholic Church and can pray for us like 
we can pray for them. Those in Hell are separated from us 
by a chasm.  
 
Is Purgatory the same as Limbo?  

 

 Limbo is the place where the deceased go who did 
not know about Christ but did not commit any mortal sin. 
The Church has not been unanimous on teaching about 
Limbo and it is not a part of the official doctrine. Limbo 
was traditionally placed as a part of Hell just without 
suffering but also without God. Purgatory is temporary and 
is distinct from both Heaven and Hell.  

 

Is Purgatory mentioned in the Bible? 

 

 References to Purgatory abound in the Bible, but it 
is never called “Purgatory.” The Church simply gave it a 

name. It is like the Trinity being mentioned in the bible but 
never being called the Trinity. Matthew 12:32 Jesus teaches 
that some people will be forgiven in this life and some in the 
life to come. Matthew 5:26 Jesus says that some will leave 
prison when they have paid the last cent. Of course, no one 
in this world goes to prison to pay off a debt because they 
cannot work while in prison. He is referencing the afterlife. 
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 is the clearest (see the verse of the day 
to read it.) Those who build on the foundation of Christ will 
have their work tested by fire and some will have their work 
burned up. They will still be saved through the fire. There 
are many more verses in the Bible such as II Maccabees 
12:39-46, Psalm 66:12, Ecclesiastes 12:14, Isaiah 4:4, Isaiah 
6:5-7, and many more.  

PURGATORY 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that 

has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if 

anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 

stones, wood, hay, straw, the work of each builder will 

become visible, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 

be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 

work each has done.  If what has been built on the 

foundation survives, the builder will receive a reward.  If 

the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the 

builder will be saved, but only as through fire.” 

-1 Corinthians 3:11-15 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Prayer for the souls in Purgatory  

Heavenly Father, in union with the merits of Jesus and 

Mary, I offer to You for the sake of the poor souls all the 

satisfactory value of my works during life, as well as all that 

will be done for me after death. I give You my all through 

the hands of the Immaculate Virgin Mary that she may set 

free whatever souls she pleases, according to her heavenly 

wisdom and mother's love for them. Recieve this offering, 

O God, and grant me in return an increase of Your grace. 

Amen.  

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $3,653 

 Over/(Under)  ($2,347) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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1030 All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. 

 

1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the 
punishment of the damned. The Church formulated her 
doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the Councils of 
Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by 
reference to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing 
fire: 

    As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before 
the Final Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth 
says that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to come. 
From this sentence we understand that certain offenses can 
be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to 
come. 

 

1032 This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer 
for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture: 
"Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the 
dead, that they might be delivered from their sin." From the 
beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead 
and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the 
Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain 
the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends 
almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken 
on behalf of the dead: 

    Let us help and commemorate them. If Job's sons were 
purified by their father's sacrifice, why would we doubt that 
our offerings for the dead bring them some consolation? 
Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer 
our prayers for them. 

 

1042 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come in 
its fullness. After the universal judgment, the righteous will 
reign for ever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. The 
universe itself will be renewed: 

    The Church . . . will receive her perfection only in the 
glory of heaven, when will come the time of the renewal of 
all things. At that time, together with the human race, the 
universe itself, which is so closely related to man and which 
attains its destiny through him, will be perfectly re-

established in Christ.631 

 

1043 Sacred Scripture calls this 
mysterious renewal, which will 
transform humanity and the world, 
"new heavens and a new earth."632 It 
will be the definitive realization of 
God's plan to bring under a single 
head "all things in [Christ], things in 
heaven and things on earth." 

 

1044 In this new universe, the heavenly Jerusalem, God will 
have his dwelling among men. "He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the 
former things have passed away." 

 

1045 For man, this consummation will be the final 
realization of the unity of the human race, which God 
willed from creation and of which the pilgrim Church has 
been "in the nature of sacrament." Those who are united 
with Christ will form the community of the redeemed, "the 
holy city" of God, "the Bride, the wife of the Lamb." She 
will not be wounded any longer by sin, stains, self-love, that 
destroy or wound the earthly community. The beatific 
vision, in which God opens himself in an inexhaustible way 
to the elect, will be the ever-flowing well-spring of 
happiness, peace, and mutual communion. 

 

1046 For the cosmos, Revelation affirms the profound 
common destiny of the material world and man: 

    For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God . . . in hope because the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay. . . . 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
travail together until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies. 

 

1047 The visible universe, then, is itself destined to be 
transformed, "so that the world itself, restored to its original 
state, facing no further obstacles, should be at the service of 
the just," sharing their glorification in the risen Jesus Christ. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available  

(business card, half  page, full page, 
etc.) 

 
If  you are interested in helping the 

Church and advertising with us, 
Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 


