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May Jesus comfort you 

in all your afflictions. 

May He sustain you in 

dangers, 

watch over you always 

with His grace, 

and indicate the safe path 

that leads to eternal 

salvation. 

And may He render you 

always dearer to His 

Divine Heart 

and always more worthy of 

Paradise. Amen. 

 

- Prayer by St. Pio 

Paul writes in this week’s second reading a 
hymn or canticle about Jesus. He points out 
that while Jesus was God, He did not boast in 
that fact but instead humbled himself and 
became a man. He lived as all men do, 
including death. He even died a death that was 
horrible by every standard, death on the cross. 
Because of that God the Father honored Him 
and bestowed on Him a name above every 
other name. Then he says something quite 
beautiful: "so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend,  in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” At the end of days every 
person and angel and demon will bow at the 
name of Jesus. Those in Heaven and those in 
Hell. Every tongue will confess that Jesus is 
Lord. Even the demons, who hate Christ 
because He became a man, will confess His 
lordship. All of this will only bring greater 
glory to God the Father, who gave Jesus the 
honors bestowed on Him. The complete 
giving of self of Jesus is not a loss, but is 
rewarded handsomely. 
The gospel is the Sermon on the Mount, 
specifically the beatitudes. It is a beautiful list 
of people who will be rewarded because they 
have nothing else to give and yet give of 
themselves. Jesus says blessed are those who 
thirst for righteousness, because they will be 
filled. Now a man who seeks after 
righteousness is one who gives up many 
earthly pleasures in hope of attaining the gift of 
being clean before God. Jesus promises they 
will be satisfied. “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will receive mercy.” When faced with an 
injustice, how many of us can say our 
inclination is to forgive immediately? Instead, 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

aren’t we tempted to latch on to anger, hate, hostility, or 
complaining when faced with these things? But the person 
who empties himself, like Jesus did, and lets go of these 
things will receive something far better, which is mercy. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the Earth.” Jesus 
promises that those who do not seek worldly power will 
have the Earth as their inheritance. At the end of the times 
the Earth will be renewed and restored to God’s original 
plan and those who were meek while it is in its fallen state 
will inherit it when it is far better. 
These promises, of course, are not just for the next life. 
Those who are merciful now enjoy a great sense of peace. 
Those who are meek find that they always have enough. 
Those who seek righteousness now receive a great sense of 
tranquility knowing their life is not stained by serious sin like 
the rest of us who always try to hide our faults. Jesus showed 
us all this firsthand. He was the meekest, the poorest in 
spirit, the most merciful, and most righteous. While He 
received the Cross, He also had many friends and followers 
who loved Him. As the second reading tells us He also will 
be magnificently rewarded in the end of days. So let us try to 
live by the beatitudes and become more like Jesus so that we 
too may be rewarded here and in the next life.  

Michael Filo 

(Continued from page 1) 

What is the sin of homosexuality? 
The sin of homosexuality is engaging in acts that intend to 
arouse or stimulate sexual activity between two persons of the 
same sex.  

Why is homosexuality a sin?  
Like all sexual sins homosexuality is a sin because it perverts 
the natural use of the sexual organs in mankind. God created 
man and woman to complement each other and when they 
come together they bring forth new life. All sexual sins, 
whether masturbation, pornography, adultery, sodomy, 
contraception, or homosexuality either violate the nature of the 
sexual act as between one man and one woman or use the 
sexual organs in such a way that they cannot not bring forth 
life. Any deviation from this standard which is knowable by 
reason leads to disunity and slavery to lust which destroy the 
spiritual life. 

What about homosexual acts leads to disunity and slavery 
to lust? Isn’t it just an act of love? 
Because the sexual acts between persons of the same sex can 
never bring forth life there is no room for a life-giving love, 
which is the nature of love. It can at best be about the pleasure 
of the other person but physical pleasure, when it is the 
purpose of a sexual act, is simply an act of lust. The possibility 
of life must be there in every sexual act or else it is simply an 
act of pleasure. The act becomes destructive to unity in this 
case because the other person is used either for direct 
gratification or for indirect gratification by way of taking 
pleasure in the other person’s pleasure. 

How should we respond to homosexuality and those who 
have same-sex desires? 
It is not a special class of sin and should be approached in the 
same way as any other sin. A clear line must be drawn between 
those who actively practice it and their action. We are called to 
love the sinner and this is most easily done by examining 
ourselves and seeing the depths of our own depravity. When 
we realize that God can and does still love us even though we 
have many faults, it becomes easier to love others with faults. 
For those with homosexual desires it is important to remember 
that desires are not sinful by themselves but only when we act 
on them to gratify them whether by thought or deed (James 
1:14-15 which can be found as part of the scripture of the day 
on the next page.) For some these desires can be overcome 
and a healthy desire for rightly-ordered sexual activity is 
possible. For others it must be treated as any other nagging 
desire to sin, by resisting it and living chastely. Having the 
desire is not a punishment from God and does not mean the 
person is cursed. All men, because of the fall, are tempted to 
sin. 

HOMOSEXUALITY 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 
 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has 

stood the test and will receive the crown of life that the 

Lord has promised to those who love him.  No one, when 

tempted, should say, “I am being tempted by God”; for 

God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts no 

one. But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured 

and enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives 

birth to death. Do not be deceived, my beloved. 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In 

fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word 

of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of 

his creatures.  

James 1:12-18 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
“O Lord, 
we ask for a boundless confidence 
and trust in Your divine mercy, 
and the courage to accept 
the crosses and sufferings 
which bring immense goodness 
to our souls and that of Your Church. 
 

Help us to love You 
with a pure and contrite heart, 
and to humble ourselves beneath Your cross, 
as we climb the mountain of holiness, 
carrying our cross that leads to heavenly glory. 
 

May we receive You 
with great faith and love in Holy Communion, 
and allow You to act in us as You desire 
for your greater glory. 
 

O Jesus, most adorable Heart 
and eternal fountain of Divine Love,  
may our prayer find favor before  
the Divine Majesty of Your heavenly Father.” 

 

Padre Pio 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $3,653 

 Over/(Under)  ($2,347) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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II. THE DESIRE FOR HAPPINESS 
 
1718 The Beatitudes respond to the natural desire for 
happiness. This desire is of divine origin: God has placed it 
in the human heart in order to draw man to the One who 
alone can fulfill it: 

We all want to live happily; in the whole human race 
there is no one who does not assent to this 
proposition, even before it is fully articulated. 
How is it, then, that I seek you, Lord? Since in 
seeking you, my God, I seek a happy life, let me 
seek you so that my soul may live, for my body 
draws life from my soul and my soul draws life from 
you. God alone satisfies. 

 
1719 The Beatitudes reveal the goal of human existence, the 
ultimate end of human acts: God calls us to his own 
beatitude. This vocation is addressed to each individual 
personally, but also to the Church as a whole, the new 
people made up of those who have accepted the promise 
and live from it in faith. 
 
III. CHRISTIAN BEATITUDE 
 
1720 The New Testament uses several expressions to 
characterize the beatitude to which God calls man: 
- the coming of the Kingdom of God; - the vision of God: 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God" 
- entering into the joy of the Lord; 
- entering into God's rest: 

There we shall rest and see, we shall see and love, 
we shall love and praise. Behold what will be at the 
end without end. For what other end do we have, if 
not to reach the kingdom which has no end? 

 
1721 God put us in the world to know, to love, and to serve 
him, and so to come to paradise. Beatitude makes us 
"partakers of the divine nature" and of eternal life. With 
beatitude, man enters into the glory of Christ and into the 
joy of the Trinitarian life. 
 
1722 Such beatitude surpasses the understanding and 
powers of man. It comes from an entirely free gift of God: 
whence it is called supernatural, as is the grace that disposes 
man to enter into the divine joy. 

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God." It is true, because of the greatness and 
inexpressible glory of God, that "man shall not see 
me and live," for the Father cannot be grasped. But 

because of God's love 
and goodness toward us, 
and because he can do all 
things, he goes so far as 
to grant those who love 
him the privilege of 
seeing him. . . . For 
"what is impossible for 
men is possible for 
God." 

 
1723 The beatitude we are 
promised confronts us with 
decisive moral choices. It invites 
us to purify our hearts of bad 
instincts and to seek the love of God above all else. It 
teaches us that true happiness is not found in riches or well-
being, in human fame or power, or in any human 
achievement - however beneficial it may be - such as 
science, technology, and art, or indeed in any creature, but 
in God alone, the source of every good and of all love: 

All bow down before wealth. Wealth is that to 
which the multitude of men pay an instinctive 
homage. They measure happiness by wealth; and by 
wealth they measure respectability. . . . It is a 
homage resulting from a profound faith . . . that 
with wealth he may do all things. Wealth is one idol 
of the day and notoriety is a second. . . . Notoriety, 
or the making of a noise in the world - it may be 
called "newspaper fame" - has come to be 
considered a great good in itself, and a ground of 
veneration. 

 
1724 The Decalogue, the Sermon on the Mount, and the 
apostolic catechesis describe for us the paths that lead to 
the Kingdom of heaven. Sustained by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, we tread them, step by step, by everyday acts. By the 
working of the Word of Christ, we slowly bear fruit in the 
Church to the glory of God. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE HERE 

 
Multiple sizes available  

(business card, half  page, full page, 
etc.) 

 
If  you are interested in helping the 

Church and advertising with us, 
Please contact: 
Michael Filo 

(904) 314-6733 


