October 11, 2015

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH

Born in Syria, Ignatius
converted to Christianity
and eventually became
bishop of Antioch. In the
year 107, Emperor Trajan
visited Antioch and forced
the Christians there to
choose between death and
apostasy. Ignatius would
not deny Christ and thus
was condemned to be put
to death in Rome.
Ignatius is well known for
the seven letters he wrote
on the long journey from
Antioch to Rome.
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7th Sunday of Eliya

THE LITTLE ONES
Jesus in the Gospel reminds us that children are a
gift. When asked who is the greatest in the kingdom
Jesus says “one such as these” after bringing a child
into their midst. Jesus warns us that anyone who
causes one of the little ones to sin it would be better
for them to have a millstone tied around their neck
and thrown into the sea. A millstone is a huge stone
that would make a person sink pretty quickly. So,
who are these little ones? Children, but also those of
a humble heart as Jesus points out that a person
must become humble like a child to enter the
kingdom of heaven.
So, how does one lead a child astray? By
acting sinfully and teaching error. Every adult will
serve as an example for children. Their actions, their
love, their words will be watched carefully. If we
make worldly things our priority we also teach that to
children, and in that sense we lead them astray.
Incorrect teaching is another. Parents who refuse to
guide their children according to Jesus’s teaching so
that they don’t cause trouble are also leading their
children astray. That is why each person should
familiarize themselves with their faith so that they
can serve the children that have been given to us.
Jesus reminds us that it is better to lose a
body part then to go into hell. There is nothing in
this life worth eternal damnation. Jesus says the same
for the members of the Church. If they cause trouble
He says first to speak privately with them, then with
a group of two or three, and then the Church. If they
refuse to change they should be kicked out of the
Church. It is better to lose a member of the Church
than the whole body. These are all things we ought
to keep in mind for the sake of protecting the little
ones.
(Continued on page 2)
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KNOW YOUR FAITH
PORNOGRAPHY

(Continued from page 1)

Paul reminds us that spiritual gifts are not great if
they don’t build us up. He mentions speaking in tongues as
being less than simply praying if no one understands. Paul
makes perfectly clear that understanding with the mind is
an important part of prayer. That is why teaching children
the faith correctly is so crucial. Paul says “if I come to you
speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I
speak to you in some revelation or knowledge or
prophecy or teaching?” Even the gift of speaking in
tongues is meant for teaching.
The first reading really brings home the point
about Jesus’s warning. When a nation begins to mislead
children they “conceive chaff and bring forth stubble.”
God warns that at such a time a nation will be destroyed
because it produces no fruit, and those entrusted to its care
are mistreated. Since children are a gift to any people or
society when we mistreat them by improper teaching or
bringing them up in sin we incur the wrath of the Lord
because the society no longer has anyone to protect the
children. receive this great gift which comes from God’s
overflowing goodness.

What is the sin of pornography?
Pornography is the sin of removing the sexual act, whether real or
simulated, from the intimacy of two partners in order to display
them to third parties. While pornography includes the very
obvious stuff, it also includes sex scenes in movies. While the
definition excludes things such as literature that is of a sexual
nature as well as drawn images. Looking at pornography willfully
is a grave sin and puts the soul of the person in jeopardy.
So is that other stuff ok?
Because those things can incite us to lust they are not ok and can
be gravely sinful. Lust will be covered next week to wrap up the
series.
Why is pornography a sin?
Pornography is a sin because it takes away the intimacy of the two
people being filmed or photographed. The sexual act which
brings two people together is a private act. When it is opened up
to others to view it ceases to be unitive between the partners. It’s
a sin to view pornography because the viewer is engaging in an
activity which leads to lust. It reduces the sexual act, in their eyes,
to a physical thing but can never display the unitive aspect
between the couple.
But no one is hurt!

It is clearly harmful to those involved in the making of
pornography because it turns sexual activity into something it is
not. The act, which brings people together, is instead reduced to a
lustful act which never leads to unity. Also, since it leads the
viewers to sin the participants are partially culpable for the sin.
Since most pornography does not involve married couples, and
sometimes for pay, it is often little more than prostitution.
The viewer is harmed in many ways. Spiritually their focus on the
flesh is destructive to the spiritual life. Research into how
pornography affects the brain has shown patterns similar to those
of drug-addicts. There is a stimuli-reward loop that forms. These
endorphin releases have negative repercussions on the social life
and physical wellbeing of those trapped in the sin.

How should we deal with those with a pornography
addiction?
With love. It is an addiction and hard for the person to break out
of. Forming regular habits, including daily prayer, as well as
revisiting how free time is spent is important. Getting away from
computers and phones might be necessary for a while. For more
information simply ask a priest and if you want to do so privately
do it in confession. It is a very common sin but it is rarely talked
about openly.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God; what is good and
acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you
not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to
the measure of faith that God has assigned.
Romans 2:1-3

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
I am the wheat of God, and am ground by the teeth of the
wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of God.
I long after the Lord, the Son of the true God and Father,
Jesus Christ. Him I seek, who died for us and rose again.
I am eager to die for the sake of Christ.
My love has been crucified, and there is no fire in me that
loves anything. But there is living water springing up in me,
and it says to me inwardly:

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

"Come to the Father."
Prayer based on St. Ignatius’s letter.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,461
Over/(Under)
($1,539)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
Respect for the souls of others: scandal
2284 Scandal is an attitude or behavior which leads another
to do evil. The person who gives scandal becomes his
neighbor's tempter. He damages virtue and integrity; he may
even draw his brother into spiritual death. Scandal is a grave
offense if by deed or omission another is deliberately led
into a grave offense.

everything for it's sake, to idolize
physical perfection and success
at sports. By its selective
preference of the strong over the
weak, such a conception can lead
to the perversion of human
relationships.

2285 Scandal takes on a particular gravity by reason of the
authority of those who cause it or the weakness of those
who are scandalized. It prompted our Lord to utter this
curse: "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe
in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned in the
depth of the sea." Scandal is grave when given by those who
by nature or office are obliged to teach and educate others.
Jesus reproaches the scribes and Pharisees on this account:
he likens them to wolves in sheep's clothing.

2290 The virtue of temperance
disposes us to avoid every kind of
excess: the abuse of food, alcohol,
tobacco, or medicine. Those
incur grave guilt who, by
drunkenness or a love of speed,
endanger their own and others'
safety on the road, at sea, or in the air.
2291 The use of drugs inflicts very grave damage on human
health and life. Their use, except on strictly therapeutic
grounds, is a grave offense. Clandestine production of and
trafficking in drugs are scandalous practices. They constitute
direct co-operation in evil, since they encourage people to
practices gravely contrary to the moral law.

2286 Scandal can be provoked by laws or institutions, by
fashion or opinion.
Therefore, they are guilty of scandal who establish laws or
social structures leading to the decline of morals and the
corruption of religious practice, or to "social conditions
that, intentionally or not, make Christian conduct and
obedience to the Commandments difficult and practically
impossible." This is also true of business leaders who make
rules encouraging fraud, teachers who provoke their
children to anger, or manipulators of public opinion who
turn it away from moral values.
2287 Anyone who uses the power at his disposal in such a
way that it leads others to do wrong becomes guilty of
scandal and responsible for the evil that he has directly or
indirectly encouraged. "Temptations to sin are sure to come;
but woe to him by whom they come!"
Respect for health

2288 Life and physical health are precious gifts entrusted to
us by God. We must take reasonable care of them, taking
into account the needs of others and the common good.
Concern for the health of its citizens requires that society help
in the attainment of living-conditions that allow them to
grow and reach maturity: food and clothing, housing, health
care, basic education, employment, and social assistance.
2289 If morality requires respect for the life of the body, it
does not make it an absolute value. It rejects a neo-pagan
notion that tends to promote the cult of the body, to sacrifice
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page, full page,
etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733

6

