October 25, 2015

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
MARTYRS OF NAJRAN

2nd Sunday of Moses

GOD’S POWER

This week’s readings are all about the power
of God. God reminds the Jews that he created
everything. He reminds them He created the Earth
and the stars. He says the youth grow tired but God
does not. He reminds them that even though they
think He does not know about their struggle his
knowledge is unsearchable by us. There is something
comforting about looking up into the sky and seeing
all the stars and being reminded of God’s greatness.
The martyrs were a large
It should bring us peace in life that when things seem
group of Christian martyrs, to be going wrong to remember that our God is in
possibly as many as 340,
charge. We have hope in the promises of God about
who suffered at Najran, in the future. It makes most of our concerns really
south-western Arabia.
insignificant. Consider two fathers with an adult
child who has run away. A person with little trust in
Abdullah ibn Kaab, also
God might worry and be sad and try to search for
called Aretas, was the
leader of the martyrs and him for years until he gives up and is bitter. He will
resent his child when he returns. Then we have the
the chief of the Beni
story of the prodigal son. The father most likely
Harith. He and his
companions were slain by prayed for his child to be safe and when he came
back he brought him in with love. Trusting in God’s
Dhu Nowas, or Dunaan, a
power changes us and our lives in a radical way.
Jew who commanded Jews
and Arabs. A woman and
her small children were
Paul tells us about the freedom of God’s
among the victims. Those grace. We are free because of grace. We no longer
who left Najran alive
need to follow the law of Moses. Even the old
moved to Southern Iraq
morality of the pagans was done away with. God’s
and Syria.
power changed everything. We live in the spirit.
Before, for a Jew, he was required to forgive seven
times. The pagan was thought of as less manly if he
was slighted and did not get restitution. Paul says the
Christian is free because he is a slave to his neighbor.
What a weird freedom! Yet people who hold on to
resentment are captives in their own bodies. The
grace of God allows us to forgive because Christ
(Continued on page 2)
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forgave us and forgave His murderers on the cross. There
is a great deal of freedom in being able to say “I forgive
you.”
Today the Gospel is about the hemorrhaging
woman. She was enslaved by her illness. However, she
believed during all of it that God could heal it. When she
went to touch God’s hem she was cured. This is a
beautiful manifestation of God’s power. However, it cured
a worldly ailment and she would still one day die as we all
win. Even bringing Lazarus from the dead was temporary.
The real beauty and benefit of God’s power is changing
our immortal souls. When our souls are healed and God
dwells in us we partake in one of the greatest acts of God’s
power. So, let us go back to confession and receive God’s
grace and be part of God’s great miracle of making a home
in our very unfitting hearts.
Michael Filo

What are relics?
Relics are a type of sacramental. They are either
things which belonged to holy people, or were touched by
them, or things used for a holy purpose. The most famous
relic is the Shroud of Turin, which is the cloth St. Veronica
used to wipe to the face of Jesus on His way to His
crucifixion. Most altars in the West had the remains of at
least one saint inside of them.
What are sacramentals? These are things which are not
sacraments but are like them. They are physical signs for
spiritual realities. Some examples are the holy water we make
a sign of the cross with when we enter into a church. It’s a
reminder of our baptism. These things are set apart (that is
what “holy” means.)
So what do relics do? They don’t do anything on their
own but because they are set apart God’s grace will flow
through them for our benefit. Some relics have been known
to cure people who touch them. Some give super natural
benefits, such as an increase in faith.

Are relics like magical items then? No. Magic involves
controlling the physical world. Relics have no powers, they
are a conduit for God’s grace.
Is that in the bible? Yes! Today’s gospel tells us the story
of a woman who touches Jesus’s hem and is cured. Jesus
says her faith has saved her. The clothing that Jesus wore
was only a conduit for grace. Moses lifted up a staff during
battle which brought them victory. Acts 5 tells us that the
sick were healed just by being in Peter’s shadow. Acts 19
(see the scripture of the day) tells us about handkerchiefs
and aprons belonging to Paul were taken to the sick to be
cured. Elisha’s bones in 2 Kings brings a dead man back to
life.
Are there other examples of relics?
The bodies of the saints who did not decay are an
example of relics. The oldest one we have is from 350 AD.
Pieces of the Cross that Jesus died on also are inexistence,
but only making up about a third of the size of the Cross. St.
Januarius’s blood is another relic which we keep. It is dried
but three times a year turns back into a liquid. It also
liquefied when Pope Francis visited it this year in March.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands
of Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were
brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases
left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

Acts 19:11-12

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

Bless the Lord, All you His Angels, You who are Mighty in
strength And do His Will. Intercede for me At the throne
of God, And by your unceasing watchfulness Protect me in
every danger Of soul and body. Bless the Lord, All you His
Angels, You who are Mighty in strength And do His Will.
Intercede for me At the throne of God, And by your
unceasing watchfulness Protect me in every danger Of soul
and body. Obtain for me The grace of final perseverance,
So that after this life I may be admitted To your glorious
company And may sing with you The praises of God For
all eternity. O all you holy Angels And Archangels, Thrones
and Dominations, Principalities and Powers And Virtues of
heaven, Cherubim and Seraphim And especially you, My
dear Guardian Angel.
Prayer to the Holy Angels

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$3,921
Over/(Under)
($2,079)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
2761
The Lord's Prayer "is truly the summary of the whole
gospel." "Since the Lord . . . after handing over the practice
of prayer, said elsewhere, 'Ask and you will receive,' and
since everyone has petitions which are peculiar to his
circumstances, the regular and appropriate prayer [the
Lord's Prayer] is said first, as the foundation of further
desires."

reborn to his life by adopting us
as his children in his only Son:
by Baptism, he incorporates us
into the Body of his Christ;
through the anointing of his
Spirit who flows from the head
to the members, he makes us
other "Christs."

2779
Before we make our own this first exclamation of the Lord's
Prayer, we must humbly cleanse our hearts of certain false
images drawn "from this world." Humility makes us
recognize that "no one knows the Son except the Father,
and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him," that is, "to little
children." The purification of our hearts has to do with
paternal or maternal images, stemming from our personal
and cultural history, and influencing our relationship with
God. God our Father transcends the categories of the
created world. To impose our own ideas in this area "upon
him" would be to fabricate idols to adore or pull down. To
pray to the Father is to enter into his mystery as he is and as
the Son has revealed him to us.
The expression God the Father had never been revealed to
anyone. When Moses himself asked God who he was, he
heard another name. The Father's name has been revealed
to us in the Son, for the name "Son" implies the new name
"Father."
2780
We can invoke God as "Father" because he is revealed to us
by his Son become man and because his Spirit makes him
known to us. the personal relation of the Son to the Father
is something that man cannot conceive of nor the angelic
powers even dimly see: and yet, the Spirit of the Son grants
a participation in that very relation to us who believe that
Jesus is the Christ and that we are born of God.

2781
When we pray to the Father, we are in communion with
him and with his Son, Jesus Christ. Then we know and
recognize him with an ever new sense of wonder. The first
phrase of the Our Father is a blessing of adoration before it
is a supplication. For it is the glory of God that we should
recognize him as "Father," the true God. We give him
thanks for having revealed his name to us, for the gift of
believing in it, and for the indwelling of his Presence in us.
2782
We can adore the Father because he has caused us to be
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God, indeed, who has
predestined us to
adoption as his sons, has
conformed us to the
glorious Body of Christ.
So then you who have
become sharers in Christ are appropriately called
"Christs.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page, full page,
etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733
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