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He was born in the region of 

Beth Qatraye in Eastern Arabia. 

When still quite young, he 

entered a monastery where he 

devoted his energies towards the 

practice of asceticism. After 

many years of studying at the 

library attached to the 

monastery, he emerged as an 

authoritative figure in theology. 

Shortly after, he dedicated his 

life to monasticism and became 

involved in religious education 

throughout the Beth Qatraye 

region. When the Catholicos 

Georges (680–659) visited Beth 

Qatraye in the middle of the 

seventh century to attend a 

synod, he ordained Isaac bishop 

of Nineveh far to the north. 

Father Ragheed Ganni was a Chaldean priest who 

was studying at the Irish College when the US 

invaded Iraq. He asked his bishop for permission to 

return to be with his people, and afterwards, he had 

received many death threats. In 2007, after the 

evening liturgy in Mosul’s Holy Spirit Chaldean 

Church, Father Ragheed was leaving together with 

three subdeacons. His car was stopped by gun men, 

although he was smiling, laughing, and trying to 

engage with them. They said they will teach him to 

laugh and cut him in half with machine gun fire. He 

was martyred along with the three subdeacons. 

At the time of this murder, Father Ragheed was 

secretary to Paolos Faraj Rahho, the archbishop of 

Mosul. Bishop Rahho was murdered only nine 

months after Father Ragheed in the same city of 

Mosul. The Chaldean Church immediately mourned 

them as martyrs, and Pope Benedict XVI 

immediately prayed for them from Rome. 

Sister Cecilia had belonged to the Order of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and had devoted her life to 
ministering to the poor and ill. On August 15, 2002, 
the Feast of the Assumption, she had been at her 
family home in Baghdad until 9pm. Sister Cecilia 
insisted on returning to the convent so as not to 
leave it unattended. Ordinarily, three nuns would 
have resided in the convent, but on that night none 
of the others were present. 

It is widely believed that the three assailants had 

broken into the convent with the intention of 

murdering all three nuns normally living there. When 

only Sister Cecilia was found, all three attackers 

apparently turned their assault upon the defenseless 

seventy-one year old woman. Sister Cecilia 

succumbed to the flurry of knife stabbings, alone, in 
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her room. On the following day, normally a special day of 

retreat for nuns throughout Iraq, Sister Cecilia's fellow nuns 

gathered for their annual event. Noting Sister Cecilia's 

atypical absence, the nuns searched only to discover Sister 

Cecilia's blood soaked and beheaded corpse lying in her 

room.  

A few days after the 

martyrdom of St. Anahyd, 

King Athorfurzajard 

ordered Pithyon to be 

arrested and brought to his 

court, accusing him of 

being the cause of the 

killing of Anahyd. When 

the king saw him he was 

enraged and called him 

“Pithyon the magician, 

head of the Christians.”  

Pithyon replied, “I am not 

the head of the Christians; 

nor do I deceive people. I teach them how to gain the 

eternal life.” The king became even more enraged and 

ordered him chained and thrown into prison. In the middle 

of the night, Pithyon and all the prisoners were miraculously 

unchained and the doors of the prison were opened. 

Everyone was praising Pithyon’s faith, and the guards were 

terrified and thought that all the prisoners had escaped. The 

next day, he was found, bound with heavy chains and 

thrown into the river. The river stopped flowing and 

Pithyon was seen standing at the bottom of the river. After 

this second miracle, all those around him began praising the 

Christian faith. After this, the hard-hearted king ordered him 

to be burned alive, but again he survived. In his final 

frustration, the king ordered him to be taken to a mountain 

and cut into pieces over a period of three days. Pithyon died 

on Wednesday, the 25th of November, 449.  

Miskenta lived during the fourth century in the city of 
Mosul. During that time, the Persian King Yezdegard swore 
that he would eradicate Christianity from his kingdom, and 
for forty years he systematically slaughtered Christians and 
forced any survivors to flee the country for their lives. When 
an army neared Mosul, news spread of their arrival and the 
Christians were warned to leave the city if they wanted to 
live.  

Meanwhile, Miskenta was 

baking bread for her two 

young sons when news of the 

armies approach reached her. 

Instead of taking her children 

and fleeing the city in a vain 

hope for temporary safety, 

she courageously left her home, carried her sons on her 

shoulders, and went looking for the army. Finding it, she 

was stopped by a group of soldiers who asked her, “Where 

are you going?” Miskenta responded, “I am looking for the 

people who are killing Christians because I wish to be 

martyred.” When it became clear that Miskenta would not 

give into their threats and promises, they had her two sons 

killed before her eyes. As she watched her children die, she 

encouraged them saying, “My sons, go ahead of me to 

heaven where Jesus is waiting for you.” The soldiers then 

killed Miskenta and burned their bodies. A church in her 

name now stands on where her remains are believed to be, 

in Mosul.  

The Shah decided to institute 
a double tax on his Christian 
population, since this would 
break the back of an already 
poor population. Even 
worse, he ordered that Mar 
Shimoun, the son of a 
garment stainer, (“bar 
Sabbae”), was to collect the 
taxes himself. 

The noble bishop refused, saying “I am no tax collector, but 

a shepherd of the Lord’s flock.” This became an excuse for 

the Shah to declare open season on Christians, and especially 

clergy. Mar Shimoun was arrested and brought before the 

court, and given a devious offer: if he alone were to deny 

Christ and worship the sun, all other Christians would be 

saved. This caused an uproar in the Christian community, 

which refused the offer of salvation through apostasy. In the 

end, King Shapur II, whom Shim’un had known since 

childhood, had the bishop taken out of the city of Susa with 

much of his clergy. On Good Friday of 344AD, Mar 

Shimoun had to watch as five of his brother bishops and 

one hundred of his priests were beheaded before him. Last 

of all, he was killed as well. He was the first of many 

Patriarch-Martyrs of the Church of the East. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

SPECIAL EDITION: THE MARTYRS 



 

 

3 

When persecution was raging 
against Christians under 
Diocletian, between 284-305 
AD, a wealthy and pious 
noblewoman named Juliet 
was widowed with a three-
year-old son named 
Qiryaqos. As a Christian, 
Juliet decided that life in her 
native Iconium in Lycaonia 
was too dangerous. 

Juliet took her son Qiryagos 
and two maids and fled to 
Seleucia and found that the 
governor there, Alexander, 
was savagely persecuting 
Christians. The four fugitives journeyed on to Tarsus in 
Antioch. Alexander was paying a visit to that city when the 
fugitives were recognized and arrested. 

Juliet was put on trial. She brought her young son with her 
to the courtroom. She refused to answer any questions 
about herself, except to say that she was a Christian. The 
court pronounced its sentence: Juliet was to be stretched on 
the rack and then beaten. 

The guards, about to lead Juliet away, separated Qiryaqos 
from his mother. The child was crying, and Alexander, in a 
vain attempt to pacify him, took Qiryaqos on his knee. 
Terrified and longing to run back to his mother, Qiryaqos 
kicked the governor and scratched his face. Alexander stood 
up in a rage and flung the toddler down the steps of the 
tribune, fracturing the boy's skull and killing him. 

Qiryaqos' mother did not weep. Instead she thanked God 
and went cheerfully to torture and death. Her son had been 
granted the crown of martyrdom. The governor decreed 
that her sides should be ripped apart with hooks, and then 
she was beheaded. Both she and Qiryaqos were flung 
outside the city, on the heap of bodies belonging to 
criminals. 

Today, the village "Tel Keppe" in Iraq is known as the 

village of Mar Qiryaqos. In popular custom, Saints Qiryaqos 

and Juliet are prayed to for family happiness, and the 

restoring to health of sick children. 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $3,921 

 Over/(Under)  ($2,079) 
 *Weekly collection includes Saturday 
 4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses 
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Qaddishta Barbara is an 
early saint and martyr from 
modern day Turkey. The 
daughter of a rich pagan 
named Dioscorus, Barbara 
was carefully guarded by 
her father who kept her 
locked up in a tower in 
order to preserve her from 
the outside world. Having 
secretly become a Christian, 
she rejected an offer of 
marriage that she received 
through him. 

Before going on a journey, he commanded that a private 
bath-house be erected for her use near her dwelling, and 
during his absence, Barbara had three windows put in it, as a 
symbol of the Holy Trinity, instead of the two originally 
intended. When her father returned, she acknowledged 
herself to be a Christian; upon this he drew his sword to kill 
her, but her prayers created an opening in the tower wall and 
she was miraculously transported to a mountain gorge, 
where two shepherds watched their flocks. Dioscorus, in 
pursuit of his daughter, was rebuffed by the first shepherd, 
but the second betrayed her and was turned to stone and his 
flock changed to locusts. 

Dragged before the prefect of the province, Martinianus, 

who had her cruelly tortured, Barbara held true to her faith. 

During the night, the dark prison was bathed in light and 

new miracles occurred. Every morning her wounds were 

healed. Torches that were to be used to burn her went out 

as soon as they came near her. Finally she was condemned 

to death by beheading. Her father himself carried out the 

death-sentence. However, as punishment for this, he was 

struck by lightning on the way home and his body was 

consumed by flame. 

Barbara was buried by a 

Christian, Valentinus, and 

her tomb became the site 

of miracles. 

Mart Shmoni is the 

patroness of many of the 

Northern Chaldean Villages 

like Mangesh, Zakho, and 

others. She has a shrine in 

many villages and has even two shrines in Tel Keppe 

dedicated, one for Mart Shmoni, within the village, and one 

for her sons, on the outskirts of the village. Her and her 

sons lived during the 2nd century BC. Her story is recorded 

in the bible in the 7th chapter of 2 Maccabees.  

In the year 313, the ninth year of the reign of King Shapur, a 
law was passed to kill all Christians. At the time a Prince 
Pholar ruled the principality of Dorsas, who had two sons 
and an very beautiful daughter named Sultan Mahdokht 
(whose name means “daughter of the moon” in Persian). 
Shapur ordered Pholar to apprehend Christians and move 
them to Karkh-Slokh (today’s Kirkuk) to be killed before 
the king’s representative. While the prince was away 
completing his mission, his three children decided to race. 
Near the village of Ahwan, Meharnarsa, one of the boys, 
fell and broke his hip and leg and passed out. They took him 
to Ahwan. During that time Bishop Mar Abda was visiting 
his flock there. Seeing the young people, he came to help. 
Saying a prayer, he ordered the young man to stand up and 
walk. 

When Meharnarsa awoke he 
recognized the Saint and told 
everyone the dream he had 
had while passed out: he was 
in heaven where he saw 
Jesus, and Mar Abda kneeling 
in front of Jesus asking for 
him to be healed. After this 
miracle, all three young 
people asked to become 
Christian, were baptized and 
rejoiced with everyone in the 
village. 

Meanwhile, their father sent 

troops to look for his lost kids; this was especially urgent 

because King Shapur had asked to marry Sultan Mahdokht. 

The young people hid in a cave and were taken care of by 

the people of the village, but after an exhausting search of 

three years, they were found and brought to their father. 

They declared their faith and predicted the day they would 

be killed. They were martyred on January 12, 319. 

(Continued from page 3) 



 

 

5 

FINANCIALS 

October Collection for the last 3 years  

2013/2014 Average $3,823  

2015 Average $4,162  

Percentage Change 8.80% 

October averages for the last 3 years  

 Attendance 

4-Oct 1,010 

11-Oct 932 

18-Oct 953 

25-Oct 1,016 

Average 978 

October 2015 attendance  

 Donations per person Goal per person Difference 

2015 $4.26  $6.14  ($1.88) 

2014 $4.03  $6.14  ($2.11) 

2013 $3.79  $6.14  ($2.35) 

October giving per person  
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$4,500

Average Weekend Collection

2013/2014 Average 2015 Average

Sunday (8:30, 10, & 12 
o'clock masses 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total Average day 
Weekend 

Total 

Weekend 

Average 

2015 $3,770  $3,581  $3,011  $3,411  $13,773  $3,443  $16,647  $4,162  

2015 7PM $696  $842  $583  $753  $2,874  $719      

                  

2014 $2,677  $2,806  $2,485  $2,216  $10,184  $2,546  $15,761  $3,940  

2014 7PM $1,301  $1,433  $1,602  $1,241  $5,577  $1,394      

                  

2013 $2,545  $3,016  $2,485  $2,672  $10,718  $2,680  $14,821  $3,705  

2013 7PM $895  $949  $1,148  $1,111  $4,103  $1,026      
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2465 The Old Testament attests that God is the source of 
all truth. His Word is truth. His Law is truth. His 
"faithfulness endures to all generations." Since God is 
"true," the members of his people are called to live in the 
truth. 

2466 In Jesus Christ, the whole of God's truth has been 
made manifest. "Full of grace and truth," he came as the 
"light of the world," he is the Truth. "Whoever believes in 
me may not remain in darkness." The disciple of Jesus 
continues in his word so as to know "the truth [that] will 
make you free" and that sanctifies. To follow Jesus is to live 
in "the Spirit of truth," whom the Father sends in his name 
and who leads "into all the truth."260 To his disciples Jesus 
teaches the unconditional love of truth: "Let what you say 
be simply 'Yes or No.'" 

2467 Man tends by nature toward the truth. He is obliged to 
honor and bear witness to it: "It is in accordance with their 
dignity that all men, because they are persons . . . are both 
impelled by their nature and bound by a moral obligation to 
seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also 
bound to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and 
direct their whole lives in accordance with the demands of 
truth." 

2468 Truth as uprightness in human action and speech is 
called truthfulness, sincerity, or candor. Truth or 
truthfulness is the virtue which consists in showing oneself 
true in deeds and truthful in words, and in guarding against 
duplicity, dissimulation, and hypocrisy. 

2469 "Men could not live with one another if there were not 
mutual confidence that they were being truthful to one 
another." The virtue of truth gives another his just due. 
Truthfulness keeps to the just mean between what ought to 
be expressed and what ought to be kept secret: it entails 
honesty and discretion. In justice, "as a matter of honor, 
one man owes it to another to manifest the truth." 

2470 The disciple of Christ consents to "live in the truth," 
that is, in the simplicity of a life in conformity with the 
Lord's example, abiding in his truth. "If we say we have 
fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and 
do not live according to the truth." 

2471 Before Pilate, Christ proclaims that he "has come into 
the world, to bear witness to the truth." The Christian is not 
to "be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord." In situations 
that require witness to the faith, the Christian must profess 
it without equivocation, after the example of St. Paul before 
his judges. We must keep "a clear conscience toward God 
and toward men." 

2472 The duty of Christians 
to take part in the life of the 
Church impels them to act as 
witnesses of the Gospel and 
of the obligations that flow 
from it. This witness is a 
transmission of the faith in 
words and deeds. Witness is 
an act of justice that 
establishes the truth or makes 
it known. 

    All Christians by the 
example of their lives and the 
witness of their word, 
wherever they live, have an 
obligation to manifest the new 
man which they have put on in Baptism and to reveal the 
power of the Holy Spirit by whom they were strengthened 
at Confirmation.  

2473 Martyrdom is the supreme witness given to the truth 
of the faith: it means bearing witness even unto death. The 
martyr bears witness to Christ who died and rose, to whom 
he is united by charity. He bears witness to the truth of the 
faith and of Christian doctrine. He endures death through 
an act of fortitude. "Let me become the food of the beasts, 
through whom it will be given me to reach God." 

2474 The Church has painstakingly collected the records of 
those who persevered to the end in witnessing to their faith. 
These are the acts of the Martyrs. They form the archives of 
truth written in letters of blood: 

    Neither the pleasures of the world nor the kingdoms of 
this age will be of any use to me. It is better for me to die 
[in order to unite myself] to Christ Jesus than to reign over 
the ends of the earth. I seek him who died for us; I desire 
him who rose for us. My birth is approaching. . . 

    I bless you for having judged me worthy from this day 

and this hour to be counted among your martyrs. . . . You 

have kept your promise, God of faithfulness and truth. For 

this reason and for everything, I praise you, I bless you, I 

glorify you through the eternal and heavenly High Priest, 

Jesus Christ, your beloved Son. Through him, who is with 

you and the Holy Spirit, may glory be given to you, now and 

in the ages to come. Amen. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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