November 08, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. LEO THE GREAT

St. Leo the Great was born in
Tuscany. The doctrine of the
Incarnation was formed by
him in a letter to the
Patriarch of Constantinople.
His encounter with Attila the
Hun, at the very gates of
Rome persuading him to turn
back, remains a historical
memorial to his great
eloquence. When the Vandals
under Genseric occupied the
city of Rome, he persuaded
the invaders to desist from
pillaging the city and harming
its inhabitants. He died in
461, leaving many letters and
writings of great historical
value. His feast day is
November 10th.
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2nd Sunday of The Church

A HOME FOR GOD
Throughout the Jew’s Exodus God made His
presence known in a variety of ways. The ark that
always went with them, the cloud that lead them, and
the many miracles on the way allowed the Jews to be
constantly aware of God’s presence. God preferred
to be with His people. When Israel rebelled against
God and asked for a king eventually the kings would
try to build God a home. God consecrated the
temple and placed His name on it but promised if
the kings should fall away He would leave the
temple. In today’s readings we find that Solomon,
son of David, built a temple for God. The rest of the
kings after Solomon became worse and worse. Just
like setting up a king, the temple was a human idea.
The kings were so arrogant that God, who had dwelt
in a tent with His people for the 40 years of the
Exodus and the 400 during the time of the judges,
was seen as someone who could be housed. Even
Solomon’s prayer betrays how crazy the idea was
when he says “Even heaven and the highest
heaven cannot contain you, much less this house
that I have built!”
The temple was going to be used to offer sacrifices
to the Lord, whereas before all of Israel and Judah
were fit to offer sacrifices. God blessed the temple
but the important caveat was there because God
knew that the desire was misguided. God has always
been a God of the poor and lowly. He wanted to
dwell with His people and in His people. That’s why
Paul begins saying that Christ is at the right hand of
the throne in heaven which is “the true tent that
the Lord, and not any mortal, has set up.” Paul
cites the Scripture where God says He will write the
law in our hearts. Now the Ark of the Covenant
contained the 10 commandments and is said to be
where God dwelt. When God says that He will write
the law in our hearts it means He will dwell in our
hearts.
(Continued on page 2)
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KNOW YOUR FAITH
SAINTS

(Continued from page 1)

Jesus faced a tough crowd with the Pharisees in the
readings this week. They are very unhappy that His
disciples pick grain on the Sabbath and He cures the
disabled. Like the mistake of the earlier Jews who thought
they could stick God in a temple, the Pharisees thought
they could put God’s grace within limits of a law. Now as
Christians we know that there are rules to obey, but we
obey them out of love of God. What the Pharisees were
doing was obeying rules for the sake of rules. They did not
understand the point of the Sabbath which was to make
the day holy. Their stringent observance of “not doing any
work” on the Sabbath can be seen today. Orthodox Jews
can’t even turn on a light or press buttons on an elevator
during the Sabbath! Jesus healed the sick on the Sabbath
because God’s work was not to be contained by human
understanding, just like God was not to be contained by a
building.
Michael Filo

Why do we pray to saints?
The Church is composed of three parts. The first is the Church
on earth. For most non-apostolic churches this is as big a
conception of the Church as they have. The second part is the
Church in purgatory. Finally there is the Church in heaven. All
three form the body of Christ. Because the church is instructed
to pray for each other, we can turn to the saints (anyone in
heaven) and ask them to pray for us just like we can ask
someone here on earth to pray for us.
If I am praying why waste time going to the saints?
God’s plan for salvation for mankind heavily involves human
participation. God gave priests the power to forgive, Christians
the power to exorcise demons, instructed us to preach the
Gospel (instead of doing a miracle to convert every nonbeliever,) He gave us human pastors, and in so many other
ways God wants men to participate in the plan of salvation.
Just because someone is in heaven doesn’t mean that they
aren’t called to continue that work.
Alright, but a prayer is a prayer. What difference does it
make if I say it or Mary says it?
Paul instructs us to pray for each other. By that fact alone we
can know it is good that others pray for us, even if we can pray
for ourselves. However, Revelation 8:4 (see the scripture of the
day) tells us that the saints’ prayers go before God’s throne.
Equally important, they have more time to pray for us and
know better how to pray for us. While God listens to all
prayers, the prayers of those that come from people who are
spiritually clean are more effective. Consider Moses or
Abraham who had a “direct line” to God it seems. Or Mary
who could tell Jesus, who is God, to do a miracle before it was
His time. They are not ordering God around, but God loves
them in a special way, as He does all the saints, and in a
mysterious way their prayers are more effective.
Some people will say a saint helped me. That seems like
we are asking them to do more than pray for us!
As mentioned earlier God wants people to participate in His
work of salvation. God became man for a reason, He wanted
to make us like Him. We become like God by allowing the
Holy Spirit to work through us. Now sin hurts the spiritual life
and limits what we allow God to do through us. However, for
those who have pursued the life of holiness, we know many
have been able to do many miracles, some greater than what
Jesus did. Jesus even promised that in John 14:12. Now a saint,
which means “holy”, gives the Holy Spirit total freedom to act.
In the same way we might say Tom Naemi healed someone,
we say a saint has done it. However they do it because they
allow the power of God to work through them, as God
intended.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
Another angel with a golden censer came and stood at the
altar; he was given a great quantity of incense to offer with
the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar that is
before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the
prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the
angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire
from the altar and threw it on the earth; and there were
peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an
earthquake.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

Revelations 8:3-5

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Prayer to St. Michael
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our
protection against the malice and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him we humbly pray; and do thou, O Prince of
the Heavenly host, by the power of God, thrust into hell
Satan and all evil spirits who wander through the world for
the ruin of souls. Amen.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,233
Over/(Under)
($1,767)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses

3

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
I. COMMUNION IN SPIRITUAL GOODS
949 In the primitive community of Jerusalem, the disciples
"devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and the prayers."
Communion in the faith. The faith of the faithful is the faith of
the Church, received from the apostles. Faith is a treasure
of life which is enriched b
y being shared.
950 Communion of the sacraments. "The fruit of all the
sacraments belongs to all the faithful. All the sacraments are
sacred links uniting the faithful with one another and
binding them to Jesus Christ, and above all Baptism, the
gate by which we enter into the Church. The communion of
saints must be understood as the communion of the
sacraments. . . . The name 'communion' can be applied to all
of them, for they unite us to God. . . . But this name is
better suited to the Eucharist than to any other, because it is
primarily the Eucharist that brings this communion about."
951 Communion of charisms. Within the communion of the
Church, the Holy Spirit "distributes special graces among
the faithful of every rank" for the building up of the
Church. Now, "to each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good."
952 "They had everything in common." "Everything the true
Christian has is to be regarded as a good possessed in
common with everyone else. All Christians should be ready
and eager to come to the help of the needy . . . and of their
neighbors in want." A Christian is a steward of the Lord's
goods.
953 Communion in charity. In the sanctorum communio,
"None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to
himself." "If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it." "Charity
does not insist on its own way." In this solidarity with all
men, living or dead, which is founded on the communion
of saints, the least of our acts done in charity redounds to
the profit of all. Every sin harms this communion.
II. THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH OF
HEAVEN AND EARTH
954 The three states of the Church. "When the Lord comes in
glory, and all his angels with him, death will be no more and
all things will be subject to him. But at the present time
some of his disciples are pilgrims on earth. Others have died
and are being purified, while still others are in glory,
contemplating 'in full light, God himself triune and one,
exactly as he is"':
All of us, however, in varying degrees and in
different ways share in the same charity towards
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God and our neighbors,
and we all sing the one
hymn of glory to our God.
All, indeed, who are of
Christ and who have his
Spirit form one Church and
in Christ cleave together.
955 "So it is that the union of the
wayfarers with the brethren who
sleep in the peace of Christ is in no
way interrupted, but on the
contrary, according to the constant
faith of the Church, this union is
reinforced by an exchange of spiritual goods."
956 The intercession of the saints. "Being more closely united to
Christ, those who dwell in heaven fix the whole Church
more firmly in holiness. . . . They do not cease to intercede
with the Father for us, as they proffer the merits which they
acquired on earth through the one mediator between God
and men, Christ Jesus . . . . So by their fraternal concern is
our weakness greatly helped."
Do not weep, for I shall be more useful to you after
my death and I shall help you then more effectively
than during my life.
I want to spend my heaven in doing good on earth.
957 Communion with the saints. "It is not merely by the title of
example that we cherish the memory of those in heaven; we
seek, rather, that by this devotion to the exercise of fraternal
charity the union of the whole Church in the Spirit may be
strengthened. Exactly as Christian communion among our
fellow pilgrims brings us closer to Christ, so our
communion with the saints joins us to Christ, from whom
as from its fountain and head issues all grace, and the life of
the People of God itself":
We worship Christ as God's Son; we love the
martyrs as the Lord's disciples and imitators, and
rightly so because of their matchless devotion
towards their king and master. May we also be their
companions and fellow disciples!
958 Communion with the dead. "In full consciousness of this
communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the
Church in its pilgrim members, from the very earliest days
of the Christian religion, has honored with great respect the
memory of the dead; and 'because it is a holy and a
wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be
loosed from their sins' she offers her suffrages for
them." Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping
them, but also of making their intercession for us effective.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
COULD BE HERE
Multiple sizes available
(business card, half page, full page,
etc.)
If you are interested in helping the
Church and advertising with us,
Please contact:
Michael Filo
(904) 314-6733
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