November 22, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. PHILEMON

4th Sunday of The Church

GIVING THANKS

Today’s readings have some powerful imagery. God
shows Ezekiel the temple and explains to him how
He wishes things to be carried out in the temple. He
also makes some strong statements about the kings
of Israel. As you may recall, God never wanted a
king for Israel, but rather the people said that they
wanted a king. He promised them it would turn out
badly and it did. Almost all the kings were very
corrupt. Even David, whom God loved, used his
power to murder and commit adultery. God still
St. Philemon was an early
loved His people however but barred the kings from
Christian in Asia Minor who entering the temple except for the prince. Who is the
was the recipient of a
prince? Jesus, who is the Prince of peace.
private letter from Paul of
Tarsus. This letter is known Paul says that Christ entered into the sanctuary, but
not of the temple built by human hands but rather by
as Epistle to Philemon in
entering into Heaven itself. He talks about Christ’s
the New Testament. He is
known as a saint by several perfect sacrifice that is a one time thing but good for
Christian churches along
all time. We may not have much reason to appreciate
with his wife Apphia. He
this, but really if we think how available confession is
was a bishop in Gaza.
and how easy it is to participate in the sacrifice (by
simply attending mass) we would have so much to be
The Menaia of 22
thankful for. We no longer have to go through
November speak of
Philemon as a holy apostle lengthy rituals or sacrifice animals for our sins to be
forgiven. The whole reason we had to in the first
who, in company with
place was because people desired a way to show a
Apphia, Archippus, and
physical reality for God’s forgiveness. It is good to
Onesimus had been
martyred at Colossae during remember that God never desired sacrifices but a
the first general persecution contrite heart. However, when Jesus became man,
mankind sacrificed Him. In spite of that God allows
in the reign of Nero.
us a much simpler form of knowing we are forgiven
by hearing the priest’s words “Your sins are
forgiven.”
Jesus in the Gospel today takes the Pharisees to task.
He questions them about David’s son and how the
Messiah cannot be a decedent of David but must
come before Him. He then goes on to really lay into
the Pharisees for what they have done to the people
of Israel. He reminds the people that while the
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KNOW YOUR FAITH
WHY DO WE GIVE THANKS?
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Pharisees teach the truth, their actions lead people away.
Jesus gives a great leveling. He says that no one should be
called instructor, father, or teacher. That does not mean
that these things will go away, but Jesus is showing a new
way. Those who are the greatest among the people will be
the servants of those people. For instance, our priests, who
give up marriage to administer the sacraments are very
different from the Pharisees who held great worldly
authority and prestige. What Jesus is reminding us today,
and in fact the whole set of readings, is just how much
God loves us. He has moved human history closer to a
model of heaven by establishing the Church. If we really
dig into these verses and see how much has changed we
could spend the rest of our lives in gratitude for all of it.
As we approach Thanksgiving let’s give thanks for earthly
and spiritual goods and the blessings we have because
Jesus chose to elevate humanity by taking on its form.

What is the point of giving thanks to God if He knows
everything we have is because of Him?
All prayer is geared towards our betterment. God is not
made better or worse by our praying or our not praying.
While it brings joy to God to have us return the love He
gives us, God is not lacking in love because He is love. If
prayer is understood in this way then the question is not
why should we thank God for His benefit, but rather what
benefit comes from thanking God for all He has given us.
What are the benefits of prayers of gratitude or
thanksgiving?
First and foremost it bears the fruit of humility, the mother
of all virtues, in us. If a person thanks God for what he has
received he quickly will realize that everything he has and
everything he has accomplished depended on God’s
generosity. Even the most hardworking person who has
built up a fortune and a good family must be humbled when
he thinks how God has granted him the wisdom and the
drive and a sufficient body and mind to accomplish these
things. Simple things, like feet that don’t hurt us, can be the
difference between working two extra hours and saving up
for a business. Secondly, it gives us the ability to be more
generous. A person who knows he has received much will
give much. Thirdly, it helps start to pray. When we begin
with giving thanks, or when we do it throughout the day, we
enter into the heavenly abode and see things from a
different light. It is much easier to trust God to help us, or
to converse with God, if we have centered ourselves on the
fact that God loves us and has blessed us plentifully.
Once I asked for something but God was not very
generous in answering my prayer. Why?
God is not a divine business where we give our prayers as
payment and receive what we pray for. Rather, God is a
loving father. At times what we ask is shortsighted, or
maybe it is bad for us, or even it is far less than what God
wants to give us. Like a good Father God gives us what we
need but not always what we want. Often the context of our
asking for anything is based on how we see the world
turning out without that thing. But no one knows what
tomorrow holds. Often times it is better to go without some
material good and to build our character so that when we do
receive it we do so with humility. This is true for spiritual
things. Sometimes people will ask for an increase in faith for
example, but by allowing us to build up endurance in prayer
and searching for truth God lets us grow to be able to
receive that gift of faith.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the
grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in
every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind just as the testimony of Christ has
been strengthened among you so that you are not lacking
in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

1 Corinthians 1:4-7

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Lord, Father all-powerful and ever-living God, I thank You,
for even though I am a sinner, your unprofitable servant,
not because of my worth but in the kindness of your mercy,
You have fed me with the Precious Body & Blood of Your
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. I pray that this Holy
Communion may not bring me condemnation and
punishment but forgiveness and salvation. May it unite me
more closely to you, the One true God, and lead me safely
through death to everlasting happiness with You. And I
pray that You will lead me, a sinner, to the banquet where
you, with Your Son and holy Spirit, are true and perfect
light, total fulfillment, everlasting joy, gladness without end,
and perfect happiness to your saints. grant this through
Christ our Lord, Amen.

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

Excerpt from prayer by St. Thomas Aquinas.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,661
Over/(Under)
($1,339)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
I. BLESSING AND ADORATION

and pure prayer. A trusting humility
brings us back into the light of
2626 Blessing expresses the basic movement of Christian
communion between the Father
prayer: it is an encounter between God and man. In
blessing, God's gift and man's acceptance of it are united in and his Son Jesus Christ and with
one another, so that "we receive
dialogue with each other. The prayer of blessing is man's
from him whatever we ask." Asking
response to God's gifts: because God blesses, the human
heart can in return bless the One who is the source of every forgiveness is the prerequisite for
both the Eucharistic liturgy and
blessing.
personal prayer.
2627 Two fundamental forms express this movement: our
2632 Christian petition is centered
prayer ascends in the Holy Spirit through Christ to the
Father - we bless him for having blessed us; it implores the on the desire and search for the
grace of the Holy Spirit that descends through Christ from Kingdom to come, in keeping with
the teaching of Christ. There is a
the Father - he blesses us.
hierarchy in these petitions: we pray first for the Kingdom,
2628 Adoration is the first attitude of man acknowledging
then for what is necessary to welcome it and cooperate with
that he is a creature before his Creator. It exalts the
its coming. This collaboration with the mission of Christ
greatness of the Lord who made us and the almighty power and the Holy Spirit, which is now that of the Church, is the
of the Savior who sets us free from evil. Adoration is
object of the prayer of the apostolic community. It is the
homage of the spirit to the "King of Glory," respectful
prayer of Paul, the apostle par excellence, which reveals to
silence in the presence of the "ever greater" God. Adoration us how the divine solicitude for all the churches ought to
of the thrice-holy and sovereign God of love blends with
inspire Christian prayer. By prayer every baptized person
humility and gives assurance to our supplications.
works for the coming of the Kingdom.
II. PRAYER OF PETITION
2633 When we share in God's saving love, we understand
2629 The vocabulary of supplication in the New Testament that every need can become the object of petition. Christ,
who assumed all things in order to redeem all things, is
is rich in shades of meaning: ask, beseech, plead, invoke,
glorified by what we ask the Father in his name. It is with
entreat, cry out, even "struggle in prayer." Its most usual
form, because the most spontaneous, is petition: by prayer this confidence that St. James and St. Paul exhort us to pray
at all times.
of petition we express awareness of our relationship with
God. We are creatures who are not our own beginning, not IV. PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
the masters of adversity, not our own last end. We are
2637 Thanksgiving characterizes the prayer of the Church
sinners who as Christians know that we have turned away
which, in celebrating the Eucharist, reveals and becomes
from our Father. Our petition is already a turning back to
more fully what she is. Indeed, in the work of salvation,
him.
Christ sets creation free from sin
2630 The New Testament contains scarcely any prayers of
lamentation, so frequent in the Old Testament. In the risen and death to consecrate it anew and make it return to the
Christ the Church's petition is buoyed by hope, even if we Father, for his glory. The thanksgiving of the members of
the Body participates in that of their Head.
still wait in a state of expectation and must be converted
anew every day. Christian petition, what St. Paul calls
2638 As in the prayer of petition, every event and need can
{"groaning," arises from another depth, that of creation "in become an offering of thanksgiving. The letters of St. Paul
labor pains" and that of ourselves "as we wait for the
often begin and end with thanksgiving, and the Lord Jesus
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved." is always present in it: "Give thanks in all circumstances; for
In the end, however, "with sighs too deep for words" the
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you"; "Continue
Holy Spirit "helps us in our weakness; for we do not know steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving."
how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with sighs too deep for words."
2631 The first movement of the prayer of petition is asking
forgiveness, like the tax collector in the parable: "God, be
merciful to me a sinner!" It is a prerequisite for righteous
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