November 29, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. ANDREW

Andrew became a disciple
of St. John the Baptist, but
when John pointed to Jesus
and said, "Behold the Lamb
of God!" Andrew was thus
the first disciple of Christ.
Andrew also brought his
brother Simon (St. Peter) to
Jesus. It is believed that
after Our Lord ascended
into Heaven, St. Andrew
went to Greece to preach
the gospel. He is said to
have been put to death on a
cross, to which he was tied,
not nailed. He lived two
days in that state of
suffering, still preaching to
those who gathered around
their beloved Apostle.

1st Sunday of Advent

ADVENT
As we enter the season of Advent it is a time to
begin a new start. We prepare for the coming of
Christ, both to celebrate his birth on Earth 2000
years ago and the second time He will come to judge
the nations. In preparation for the coming of Christ
the Scripture today gives us readings about the
relationship between God and Israel and the birth of
John the Baptist.
The first reading outlines the fact that Israel was
faced with many wars because they had turned their
back on the Lord. Because they lost trust in Him it
wouldn’t take very long before they were making
alliances that would end up hurting them. God says
that He will come and save Israel. He will take them
out like He did from Egypt and He will gather the
nations. Now, it should be noted that is exactly what
Jesus commands before He ascended into Heaven
and also what happened when He was born and the
wise men from the East came to give Him gifts.
The story of John the Baptist is the beginning of the
Advent story. John is the connection between the
Old and New Testament. He is the last prophet who
prepares God’s way but he also is the first to see
Jesus. The story of John’s birth really sets the tone
because it sounds a lot like Abraham’s story. Like
Abraham, Zachariah could not have children with his
wife. God intervenes and gives them both a child. In
the case of Abraham his child becomes the father of
many nations. In the case of Elizabeth and
Zachariah, their son was to prepare the hearts of the
people for the coming of Jesus.
Zachariah has another twist in the story, namely, he
did not believe it was possible he could have a child
and he was punished for it. Abraham also wondered
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how it is possible for him to have a child in his old age. He
might have been excused because of the strange visitors.
Zachariah was offering incense inside the temple, a place
restricted to very few people. An angel appearing there
would probably not take much faith to trust. Zachariah
asks for a sign and receives one. He becomes a mute, or a
person who can’t speak.
One of the issues that plagues Jesus’s ministry is people
asking for signs and then not believing them or accusing
Jesus does them by the power of the devil. The Jewish
people changed very little from the time of the Exodus in
this regard. However, Zachariah’s son would be bringing
God’s people into a new era where all the nations will
gather around Jesus and God would dwell in our hearts.
This advent we prepare to start again on the Christian
journey and wait in anticipation for the second coming of
Christ just like the Jews awaited His first coming.

What is forgiveness?
Forgiveness is letting go of someone’s sins against us. To let
go of that sin is to no longer hold whatever they have done
over their head. The bible says that when God forgives, He
throws our sins like stones behind Him and forgets them
(See the Scripture of the day.) Forgiveness then is not just
no longer holding someone’s sins against them, but also
giving them a new slate.
Is it necessary that I must forgive?
Jesus said we must forgive seventy times seven times. In
Jewish law it was necessary that a person forgive someone
who has sinned against him 7 times for the offense and then
he was free to forgive him no longer. Seven times is actually
quite a few times to forgive someone for the same sin. Jesus
was saying we should forgive more than that. Jesus gave us a
command to be perfect like the Father is perfect.
What does being perfect like the Father is perfect have
to do with anything?
If you remember the Jews had various ways to seek
attornment and healing from God. One was a yearly
offering of an animal sacrifice at the temple. This happened
close to 800 times over the 800 years between God’s
command to do it and Jesus’s coming. If the Jews were
anything like everyone alive today, that meant they probably
committed a lot of the same sins. In fact, idolatry is the most
mentioned sin of the Jews. God often told them that it was
like adultery against Him because He loved Israel as a bride.
The second part to forgiving like the Father forgives us is
that we must also forget people’s sins against us.
That’s fine in theory, but some sins you can’t forget,
and worse some sins are dangerous to forget. We can’t
just ignore danger to ourselves, right?
While it is true some things are hard to forgive and forget
because of the pain, sometimes it’s simply dangerous or
possibly stupid to forget someone has sinned against us. For
instance if someone stole from our store and forgave and
forgot that they did it and they simply came back each day
to steal from us, we’d be tempted to think that maybe they
should be kicked out and not let back in. However,
forgiving and forgetting doesn’t mean we must never
address other people’s behavior, it only means that we
cannot hold a sin of theirs against them forever but must
forgive how God forgives. So while we may ask a person
stealing form us to leave our store, we should not hold it
against them that they stole but love them. Loving them
might mean we don’t give them the temptation to steal again
or even better, to find out what it is they need so that we
may help them not need to steal.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. He will not always accuse, nor
will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far
as the east is from the west, so far he removes our
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his
children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear
him. For he knows how we were made; he remembers that
we are dust. Psalm 103: 8:14

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
O Christ, our Lord,
Who didst beautify the most blessed Andrew with the grace
of apostleship, and the crown of artyrdom,

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

by granting to him this special gift, that by preaching the
mystery of the cross, he should merit death on the cross;
grant us to become most true lovers of Thy holy cross, and
denying ourselves, to take up our cross and follow Thee;
that by sharing Thy sufferings in this life, we may deserve
the happiness of obtaining life everlasting.

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

Amen.

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$3,962
Over/(Under)
($2,038)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
III. "THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS
IN HEAVEN"

In committing
ourselves to [Christ],
we can become one
spirit with him, and
thereby accomplish his
will, in such wise that
it will be perfect on
earth as it is in heaven.

2822
Our Father "desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth." He "is forbearing toward you, not
wishing that any should perish." His commandment is "that
you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you
also love one another." This commandment summarizes all
the others and expresses his entire will.

Consider how Jesus
Christ] teaches us to
be humble, by making
us see that our virtue
does not depend on
our work alone but on
grace from on high.
He commands each of the faithful who prays to do
so universally, for the whole world. For he did not
say "thy will be done in me or in us," but "on earth,"
the whole earth, so that error may be banished from
it, truth take root in it, all vice be destroyed on it,
virtue flourish on it, and earth no longer differ from
heaven.

2823
"He has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ . . .
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,
having been destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and
will." We ask insistently for this loving plan to be fully
realized on earth as it is already in heaven.
2824

2826

In Christ, and through his human will, the will of the Father
has been perfectly fulfilled once for all. Jesus said on
entering into this world: "Lo, I have come to do your will,
O God." Only Jesus can say: "I always do what is pleasing
to him." In the prayer of his agony, he consents totally to
this will: "not my will, but yours be done." For this reason
Jesus "gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the
present evil age, according to the will of our God and
Father." "And by that will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

By prayer we can discern "what is the will of God" and
obtain the endurance to do it. Jesus teaches us that one
enters the kingdom of heaven not by speaking words, but
by doing "the will of my Father in heaven."
2827
"If any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God
listens to him." Such is the power of the Church's prayer in
the name of her Lord, above all in the Eucharist. Her prayer
is also a communion of intercession with the all-holy
Mother of God and all the saints who have been pleasing to
the Lord because they willed his will alone:

2825
"Although he was a Son, [Jesus] learned obedience through
what he suffered." How much more reason have we sinful
creatures to learn obedience - we who in him have become
children of adoption. We ask our Father to unite our will to
his Son's, in order to fulfill his will, his plan of salvation for
the life of the world. We are radically incapable of this, but
united with Jesus and with the power of his Holy Spirit, we
can surrender our will to him and decide to choose what his
Son has always chosen: to do what is pleasing to the Father.

It would not be inconsistent with the truth to
understand the words, "Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven," to mean: "in the Church as in our
Lord Jesus Christ himself"; or "in the Bride who has
been betrothed, just as in the Bridegroom who has
accomplished the will of the Father."
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