December 6, 2015

FEAST OF THE WEEK
THE ANNUNCIATION

“Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor
with God. And now, you
will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus.
He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”

2nd Sunday of Advent

THE ANNUNCIATION
This week we celebrate the Annunciation. The feast
is the beginning of the completion of salvation
history. Christ is announced, the long awaited savior
of the Jews and of the whole world. He will come, as
promised, by way of a virgin. The whole world waits
as Mary says “yes” to the angel who is going to ask
her the most important question in all of history.
Once she does it will be 9 months until our savior is
born, but we celebrate the feast of the Annunciation
today because the Church’s new year began last week
and we read the story of John the Baptist being
promised to Elizabeth and Zachariah. The story
continues with Mary’s own promised Son.
The first reading gives us a hint of that promise that
God has made. “I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
God asks the Jews if they are ready for a new sign
like that of the time of Moses and even greater. God
promises to make a new way in the wilderness.
John’s mission was to make a way for Jesus and he
did that by providing some of the disciples that
would eventually join Jesus. The reading tells us
“The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and
the ostriches.” We remember Jesus could command
the fish in the sea to come to the nets. We also
remember how he rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
“I, I am He who blots out your transgressions
for my own sake, and I will not remember your
sins.” This was Jesus' mission, to blot out our sins.
The coming of Jesus is what Israel and the whole
world has longed for.
Mary is greeted in the Gospel as “full of grace.” God
promised in the first reading that He would pour His
Spirit upon the decedents of Jacob. Mary will receive
the Holy Spirit once she has given her “yes.” She is
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already filled with grace, but soon she will be the vessel
through which all of the world will receive the Holy Spirit.
Mary goes to her cousin Elizabeth only to be told that she
is blessed among women because in her is the Lord. The
world awaits the coming of the Lord. The Jews because
what was promised, but also the pagans who are
represented by the three wise men.
Mary says God “will have mercy on those who fear
Him in every generation.” The time of freedom of sin is
at hand. There is no need for the rituals of the Old Law,
but something new is coming. As we enter into this feast
let us remember that something truly amazing happened
when Gabriel visited Mary. The whole world changed, it
was renewed, because the time of fulfillment had come.
Let us also say “yes” to the Lord by going to confess our
sins and preparing for His second coming.
Michael Filo

The Immaculate Conception is the birth of Mary without
Original Sin. She is born “full of grace” while we lack that
until we are baptized. In a time when no one was baptized
Mary was the first person to be born without Original Sin
since Adam and Eve. That is why we honor her on
December 8th and refer to her as Immaculate Mary.
Why was Mary born without sin?
There are a few opinions on the matter. Some say it is
because Jesus could not come to Earth in a tainted vessel.
However, since we all receive Jesus while imperfect that
seems to be unlikely. The more likely scenario is that God
wanted Mary to fulfill the archetype of the Ark in the Old
Testament. The Ark was where God dwelt and was specially
crafted for Him. In the eyes of the Jews, wherever the Ark
was, so was God. The Ark was holy (set apart) and was to be
treated as such. It lead to the death of Uzzah for simply
touching it (see the Scripture of the Week section.) Mary
being sinless is a testament to God’s presence when she
carried Him in her womb.
The Bible says “all have sinned.” Is the Bible wrong?
The Bible is not wrong here. However, it should be noted
that Paul really doesn’t mean “all.” For one, Jesus has not
sinned. Unborn babies and children before the age of reason
cannot sin. Clearly exceptions exist. In contrast remember
Mary is called “full of grace.” Equally important, in Genesis
3:15 the Lord tells the serpent that between him and the
woman there would be enmity. God promises that her
offspring would crush his head. The offspring of Mary does
just that. For Mary to have enmity, that is, opposition to the
serpent would mean she is not seduced by sin. Mary,
therefore, could not have sinned. If it only was meant
partially, than any woman would be a possible candidate for
the prophecy.
If Mary is immaculately conceived why does she say
her soul rejoices in God her Savior?
Mary, like all of us, required saving. Mary was saved from
sin. While for most of us that meant after sinning God
forgives us and heals us, for Mary she was simply kept from
sin. She received the grace of God at her conception, instead
of like most of us through baptism. She did not do this on
her own, but God did this. Mary could have chosen to sin
even though she was free of original sin, like Adam and Eve
did, but she chose not to. However, to be in her position
means that God had to save her from the original sin and its
effects that we inherit, namely being born without grace.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it from
the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and
Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart with the
ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it.
David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might
before the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels,
sistrums and cymbals.

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/عربي
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/ﺳﻮﺭﺙ
7:00PM
ENGLISH

When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah
reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the
oxen stumbled. The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah
because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him
down, and he died there beside the ark of God.
2 Samuel 6:3-7

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/ﺳﻮﺭﺙ

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal Word, You became Incarnate as
man in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. You, through
whom the universe was created, began your earthly course,
in the womb of a humble and chaste Virgin. At the
annunciation of this miracle, Mary responded in faith: "let it
be done to me according to your word."

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

May we who are made new creatures by your grace,
respond with such faith, when you call us to your service.
Amen

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$4,697
Over/(Under)
($1,303)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
484 The Annunciation to Mary inaugurates "the fullness of
time", the time of the fulfillment of God's promises and
preparations. Mary was invited to conceive him in whom
the "whole fullness of deity" would dwell "bodily". The
divine response to her question, "How can this be, since I
know not man?", was given by the power of the Spirit: "The
Holy Spirit will come upon you."

are fulfilled in her, the exalted
Daughter of Sion, and the new
plan of salvation is
established."
The Immaculate
Conception

485 The mission of the Holy Spirit is always conjoined and
ordered to that of the Son. The Holy Spirit, "the Lord, the
giver of Life", is sent to sanctify the womb of the Virgin
Mary and divinely fecundate it, causing her to conceive the
eternal Son of the Father in a humanity drawn from her
own.

490 To become the mother of
the Savior, Mary "was
enriched by God with gifts
appropriate to such a role."
The angel Gabriel at the
moment of the annunciation
salutes her as "full of
486 The Father's only Son, conceived as man in the womb grace". In fact, in order for
of the Virgin Mary, is "Christ", that is to say, anointed by
Mary to be able to give the free assent of her faith to the
the Holy Spirit, from the beginning of his human existence, announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be
though the manifestation of this fact takes place only
wholly borne by God's grace.
progressively: to the shepherds, to the magi, to John the
Baptist, to the disciples. Thus the whole life of Jesus Christ 491 Through the centuries the Church has become ever
will make manifest "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
more aware that Mary, "full of grace" through God, was
with the Holy Spirit and with power."
redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as
487 What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854:
what it believes about Christ, and what it teaches about
Mary illumines in turn its faith in Christ.
The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first
moment of her conception, by a singular grace and
488 "God sent forth his Son", but to prepare a body for
privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the
him, he wanted the free co-operation of a creature. For this,
merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race,
from all eternity God chose for the mother of his Son a
preserved immune from all stain of original sin.
daughter of Israel, a young Jewish woman of Nazareth in
Galilee, "a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
492 The "splendor of an entirely unique holiness" by which
Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary is "enriched from the first instant of her conception"
Mary"
comes wholly from Christ: she is "redeemed, in a more
exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her Son".The
489 Throughout the Old Covenant the mission of many
Father blessed Mary more than any other created person "in
holy women prepared for that of Mary. At the very beginning Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places"
there was Eve; despite her disobedience, she receives the
and chose her "in Christ before the foundation of the
promise of a posterity that will be victorious over the evil
world, to be holy and blameless before him in love".
one, as well as the promise that she will be the mother of all
the living. By virtue of this promise, Sarah conceives a son 493 The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of
in spite of her old age. Against all human expectation God God "the All-Holy" (Panagia), and celebrate her as "free
chooses those who were considered powerless and weak to from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy
show forth his faithfulness to his promises: Hannah, the
Spirit and formed as a new creature". By the grace of God
mother of Samuel; Deborah; Ruth; Judith and Esther; and Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life
many other women. Mary "stands out among the poor and long.
humble of the Lord, who confidently hope for and receive
salvation from him. After a long period of waiting the times
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