December 13, 2015

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS

3rd Sunday of Advent

CANTICLE OF ZACHARIAH

As we prepare for Christmas, the readings begin to
raise the pitch of excitement for what is coming. The
readings begin with Manoah and his barren wife
being visited by an angel. His wife was barren and
God had a great plan for them. A son named
Samson who would be extraordinary. An angel of
God came to visit them and ordered Manoah’s wife
to avoid unclean things and alcohol during the
pregnancy. Samson was to become a Nazarite, or
someone dedicated to the Lord who lived out a
Born on June 24, 1542 in special lifestyle. Samson would become special even
among them and would never cut his hair (although
Spain, St. John of the
Cross was a Spanish mystic permanent Nazarites were allowed one haircut a year
if it was bothersome.) He was renowned for his
and poet. He became a
strength and led the Jewish people as one of their
Carmelite monk in 1563
judges (before they had a king.)
and an ordained priest in
1567. A year later, he was Paul’s letter to the Ephesians reminds us of two
things. First, Paul is also in the line of Samson and
summoned by St. Teresa
John the Baptist in that he was set apart for great
of Avila to reform the
things. Secondly Paul is reminding them that
Carmelite Order.
However, due to resulting salvation is meant for the whole world, including the
gentile Ephesians. Something has changed all of
friction, he was imprisoned
history in the birth of Christ.
in 1576 and again in 1577.
During this time, St. John John the Baptist is the beginning of that change. At
began writing poetry, some his circumcision his father regained the ability to
of his finest work outlining speak and word spread quickly among the Jews of
that area about the miracle and the things to come.
the steps of mystical
Zachariah begins on what it today called the canticle
ascent, also known as the (or song) of Zachariah.
soul's journey to Christ.
It begins with a blessing of the Lord and an
admission that the Messiah has come. He tells of
how God promised to destroy the enemies of the
Jewish people and the promises were coming to
light. Of course we know that the enemy of all
humanity is Satan and Jesus’s sacrifice would be the
beginning of the end for Satan and his demons. The
promise was that the people would be able to serve
God without fear in holiness. Jesus Christ’s life and
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death has become the source of countless martyrs who did
not fear death.
Then the canticle turns towards John. “And you, child,
shall be called the prophet of the most High.” John is
the last prophet who connects the Old and New
Testament. His whole life and his followers are dedicated
to the Messiah. John would go on to baptize the people
and prepare them for the baptism of Jesus which would
bring salvation. Zachariah ends with a promise that a new
dawn is coming because of God’s mercy. The gospel
reading ends with a sentence about John growing up
strong in spirit and living in the wilderness until he entered
Jewish public life. He was one of the first monks and
prefigured the time Jesus would spend away in the desert
before entering into public life. As we approach Christmas
let us prepare by entering into a new beginning by going to
confession and preparing our hearts for the coming Savior.
Michael Filo

What is a calling?
A calling is a way in which God desires for us to live our
lives. There are several types of callings. The most primitive
is the natural calling to marriage. At baptism we receive a
calling to holiness. Some have special callings, such as that
to a religious vocation like the priesthood or religious life.
Along with these are callings to do certain things, like
helping the poor, comforting the afflicted, sacrificing for our
families, etc.
What is the difference between a natural and
supernatural calling?
Natural callings are part of our human nature. We are called
to marry and have children. We have a responsibility to our
neighbors, our parents, our children. These things are part
of the natural order and are important because if we do
these things our life gains a sense of fulfillment. Every
human being is called to these things although some are
incapable of living them out because of an early death,
disability, circumstance, etc. Supernatural callings come from
God’s grace. The call to holiness comes from being
baptized. The call to sacrificial marriage comes from the
sacrament of marriage. Religious vocations are also the same
sort. Sometimes God calls us to martyrdom and that too is a
supernatural calling.

I’ve never experienced such a thing.
Anyone who has felt the desire to be married and have
children has experienced it. Similarly, there are other natural
callings, like desiring to care for your parents or your child.
Even eating in moderation is a natural calling. When we hear
a homily to become more Christ-like and act on it the sense
of fulfillment is a response to following our call to holiness.
When someone is in need and we help or when we
volunteer our time a similar thing is going on. Of course our
callings for our lives sometimes require discernment. A part
of that is simply getting on our knees daily and asking God
what He desires for us. In time God will reveal what He
wants of us. God never ceases to call us, however prayer
helps us listen. The silence after asking God what He wills
can help us become better at responding to God’s grace.
Does the Bible have anything to say about this?
We have several people specifically called and they are too
numerous to list. However, Abraham, Moses, Mary, John
the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, Jonah, and many others are easy to
find. We also find in Scripture God reminding Jeremiah that
before he was even born God had a plan for him (Jeremiah
1:5) Paul also reminds us that people are called to different
roles in the Church (see the Scripture of the Week.)
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PARISH SCHEDULE
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of
Christ’s gift.Therefore it is said,

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a
captive;
he gave gifts to his people.”

SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH

(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that
he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He
who descended is the same one who ascended far above all
the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)The gifts he
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ.

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/
WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY

Ephesians 4:7-13

CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
"What more do you want, o soul! And what else do you
search for outside, when within yourself you possess your
riches, delights, satisfaction and kingdom -- your beloved
whom you desire and seek? Desire him there, adore him
there. Do not go in pursuit of him outside yourself. You
will only become distracted and you won't find him, or
enjoy him more than by seeking him within you."

Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

Saint John of the Cross, in the darkness of your worst
moments, when you were alone and persecuted, you found
God. Help me to have faith that God is there especially in
the times when God seems absent and far away. Amen

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$3,962
Over/(Under)
($2,038)
*Weekly collection includes Saturday
4 P.M. Mass and all Sunday masses
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
I. THE BEATITUDES

1719 The Beatitudes reveal
the goal of human existence,
1716 The Beatitudes are at the heart of Jesus' preaching.
the ultimate end of human
They take up the promises made to the chosen people since acts: God calls us to his own
Abraham. The Beatitudes fulfill the promises by ordering
beatitude. This vocation is
them no longer merely to the possession of a territory, but addressed to each individual
to the Kingdom of heaven:
personally, but also to the
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
Church as a whole, the new
heaven.
people made up of those
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. who have accepted the
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
promise and live from it in
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, faith.
for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.
III. CHRISTIAN
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
BEATITUDE
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of
God.
1720 The New Testament
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
uses several expressions to characterize the beatitude to
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
which God calls man:
Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and - the coming of the Kingdom of God; - the vision of God:
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God"
Rejoice and be glad,
- entering into the joy of the Lord;
for your reward is great in heaven.
- entering into God's rest:
There we shall rest and see, we shall see and love, we shall
1717 The Beatitudes depict the countenance of Jesus Christ love and praise. Behold what will be at the end without end.
and portray his charity. They express the vocation of the
For what other end do we have, if not to reach the kingdom
faithful associated with the glory of his Passion and
which has no end?
Resurrection; they shed light on the actions and attitudes
characteristic of the Christian life; they are the paradoxical 1721 God put us in the world to know, to love, and to serve
promises that sustain hope in the midst of tribulations; they him, and so to come to paradise. Beatitude makes us
proclaim the blessings and rewards already secured,
"partakers of the divine nature" and of eternal life. With
however dimly, for Christ's disciples; they have begun in the beatitude, man enters into the glory of Christ and into the
lives of the Virgin Mary and all the saints.
joy of the Trinitarian life.
II. THE DESIRE FOR HAPPINESS

1722 Such beatitude surpasses the understanding and
powers of man. It comes from an entirely free gift of God:
whence it is called supernatural, as is the grace that disposes
man to enter into the divine joy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." It is
true, because of the greatness and inexpressible glory of
God, that "man shall not see me and live," for the Father
cannot be grasped. But because of God's love and goodness
toward us, and because he can do all things, he goes so far
as to grant those who love him the privilege of seeing him.
. . . For "what is impossible for men is possible for God."

1718 The Beatitudes respond to the natural desire for
happiness. This desire is of divine origin: God has placed it
in the human heart in order to draw man to the One who
alone can fulfill it:
We all want to live happily; in the whole human race there is
no one who does not assent to this proposition, even before
it is fully articulated.
How is it, then, that I seek you, Lord? Since in seeking you,
my God, I seek a happy life, let me seek you so that my soul
may live, for my body draws life from my soul and my soul
draws life from you.
God alone satisfies.
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