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The saint spoke about Jesus, 

showing that He is the 

Savior, God had promised 

to send. He scolded his 

enemies for not having 

believed in Jesus. His 

hearers plugged their ears 

and refused to listen to 

another word. They dragged 

St. Stephen outside the city 

of Jerusalem and stoned 

him to death. The saint 

prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit!" Then he fell to 

his knees and begged God 

not to punish his enemies 

for killing him. After such 

an expression of love, the 

holy martyr went to his 

heavenly reward. 

I was born and raised in metro Detroit area. I'm 
assuming most of you also live in the Detroit area. 
Now by the very nature of living in a big city we 
don't really get a chance to see animals very much. 
When we do we go to the zoo it's an event to go and 
see animals. When we walk into these places we are 
automatically struck by the smell. Children are 
usually the first to point out the smell. They grab 
their nose, make a weird face, and tell you very 
frankly that they do not enjoy it. However, if we 
were born and raised on a farm the smell would be 
common place because it's natural, it's a part of life. 
Now I want you to meditate on our lady, pregnant 
with Jesus, beside St. Joseph as she went to find a 
place to stay and was forced to stay with animals that 
smelled badly. Think about the immense humility of 
Jesus to be born in such a place. Take a deep breath, 
smell the filth, embrace the surroundings. Now if 
Jesus wanted to be born in a palace he could have 
been but he chose the simplicity, he chose the dirty, 
he chose the broken places in the world. 

So, now think about the world, with terrorists, the 
economy, our own families, our own hearts, our 
lives, and an unworthy place for Jesus and, in reality, 
it's not. That being said, Jesus still chooses to come 
and dwell among the broken, among the filthy, 
among those unworthy of him, and yet we still reject 
him. Our hearts are still hard and our eyes are still 
closed and we, for whatever reason, are the same 
people that turned away Jesus 2000 years ago. Why? 
Because we don't recognize him when we see him. 
We live very distracted lives. It's hard to stop to think 
and pray and realize how desperately in need of a 
savior we are. And if we would take knowledge of 
our own brokenness, our own filth, our own need 
for redeemer, we would look for one and we would 
find it in Jesus. And Jesus knows this; he knows our 
brokenness, he knows our distracted lifestyles, he 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

knows how hard our hearts are. Jesus still chooses, 
intentionally chooses, to be part of our lives and to come 
into the world to dwell among us out of love. 

What then? Acknowledge and respond. Pope Francis has 
declared this year the Year of Mercy. A year where we 
focus on why Christ chose to be born in such a broken 
world: to bring healing. But healing is only possible for 
those who seek a physician, seek the divine physician. 
Jesus always wants to be generous with his grace and 
mercy, we simply have to ask. 

Take the shepherds and the magi as an example of those 
who heard of a savior being born, responded, sought him 
out, and worshiped. If Jesus truly is the son of God, our 
response needs to be a very generous one. If Jesus is the 
Lord of our lives then every breath we take, every minute 
of our existence, should reflect that truth. How are you 
responding to the call of Christ to come and worship? 

I pray you have a Merry Christmas and a blessed new year. 
May the infant Jesus born in a broken world heal our lives 
and shower us with his mercy.  

 

Fr. Pierre Konja 

(Continued from page 1) 

As we wait in anticipation for the 
birth of Christ, we are undoubtedly 
drawn to the Holy Family in 
Bethlehem. But what is it about the 
Holy Family that we are so 
attracted to? While the family's 
courage, faith, and trust are 
inspiring, in essence, we are most 
drawn to the profound humility of 
the Holy Family. Little is known 
about the Holy Family, but what is 
known is enough to serve as an 
example of what Pope Francis and 
many others call the foundation of society.  

Joseph and Mary, each in his and her own way, accept the 
unknown, relying on the message of an angel, trusting in 
God. While Joseph and Mary make separate acts of faith and 
humility, they come together in mutual humble service, 
taking their child to Bethlehem, then to Egypt, and 
eventually to Nazareth. And thus we find an example of a 
relationship between a husband and wife, not only 
prioritizing the security of the family, but putting first the 
service to the Lord. This relationship dynamic is what all 
marriages are called to and what all couples desire. Although 
Joseph and Mary paint the most perfect picture of this 
dynamic, they also prove that it does not come without 
vulnerability and struggle.  

Traveling through the desert and being rejected by inn 
keepers did not prevent the Holy Family from making a 
modest stable a comfortable home for their family. No 
doubt, the Holy Family was worthy of a king's suite. 
Inconceivably, God, the King of kings, chooses to enter the 
world in a stable, to lay among the animals, and most 
importantly, to make Himself accessible to all those who 
come to honor Him, to meet Him, and to enter into a 
relationship with Him.  

Pope Francis, in his address during his visit to America, 
harped on the importance of the family; how Christ chose to 
humbly enter the world through the family, thus making it 
the foundation of civilization. The family provides a home 
of nurture, love, security- all necessary to forming and 
shaping men and women of virtue. It serves us well to look 
to the Holy Family as the example of humility and mutual 
humble service. 

Anita Kesto 

THE HOLY FAMILY 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/عربي 
  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  12:00PM CHALDEAN/سورث 
  7:00PM ENGLISH 

 
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 

    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/سورث 
   

WEDNESDAY 
 5:00PM  ADORATION 

     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 
  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 

 
CONFESSION 

  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 
  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Isaiah 9:2-3, 6-7 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,529 

 Over/(Under)  ($1,471) 
 

*You can now sign up for recurring 
giving with a credit card at  

OurLadyOfChaldeans.com  
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I love holding newborns!  Regardless what time of year it is, 
holding a newborn baby immediately takes me to the 
Christmas season.  I hold the child, close my eyes and 
picture myself as one of the shepherds coming to the 
nativity after the Angel appeared to us telling us that the 
Messiah has been born in Bethlehem.  I imagine Mary 
holding Jesus in her arms when I arrive with the other 
shepherds and says to me, “Bryan, would you like to hold 
God?” 

Christmas is a time for us to rekindle our hope!  God 
became a little baby to only grow up into a man who would 
save us.  When holding the newborn but imagining myself 
as one of the shepherds holding Jesus in the nativity, I look 
down at the little child and think, “Before Jesus, we were a 
people of no hope.  This little child will be the bridge to 
unite us with God the Father in Heaven after we die.  Hell 
was our only option before God became a human being.” 

When the world cried out to the Father that they have no 
hope that they are in despair the Father said “Jesus” and the 
“Word” who is Jesus became a human being (John 1).   

People get excited about Christmas because the God of 
Heaven gives us His Son as a baby boy!  The entire Old 
Testament was in preparation of Jesus Christ.  The book of 
Isaiah says that there will be a “shoot” that comes from the 
stump of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1).  A stump is where a tree has 
been cut and has since died.  All hope is gone; the tree is cut 
down and gone.  This “shoot” from the “stump” that Isaiah 
talks about means that there is hope in darkness and out of 
death.  From its roots, a bud shall blossom.  The world is 
part of a fallen nature and Christ comes to give hope to our 
fallen nature. 

God is full of surprises.  This “shoot” that would give life 
would be called “Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).  The Jews 
throughout history were waiting for this “Immanuel” who 
would bring them hope.  They thought that God would be 
with that Messiah – with that person.  He would be a great 
prophet and great king who will make Israel a great nation.  
Not a baby in hay among animals.  

That was something way beyond them and us that God 
would become a man.  God is the God of surprises and 
only a person who is open to surprise can be a follower of 
God.  God surprised the Israelites with the Eucharist when 
He told them that they had to eat His body and drink His 
blood (John 6) and also when He resurrected from the 
dead.   

We need to be like little 
children to know what our 
surprise will be.  Heaven 
is going to be infinite 
surprises.  God always 
does best in our life with 
surprise.  As we approach 
Christmas, are you open 
to surprises or have you 
become negative, 
pessimistic and/or 
cynical?   Christmas is a 
time to rekindle hope so 
don’t allow the evil one 
trick you into becoming negative, pessimistic or cynical!  
Just because something seems unlikely, hope in Jesus!  Will 
Jesus find our hearts filled with hope as we approach the 
Altar and receive Him in the Eucharist this Christmas?  If 
you’re having a hard time being hopeful, ask Him for the 
grace before you receive Him in the Eucharist to be given 
the grace of hope! 

Rejoice in what God is going to do in your life!  Get ready 
for the surprises He will bring into your life!  Have hope!  
Rejoice!  Be encouraged! 

When everyone else says no, God says yes.  God is a God 
of surprises! 

 

Merry Christmas, 

 

Deacon Bryan Kassa  

 

SPECIAL FEATURE 

A CHILD IS BORN 
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 5102عيد الميالد 

المجد هلل في العلى وعلى االرض "

السالم والرجاء الصالح لبني 

 "البشر

 المطران باسيليوس يلدو، المعاون البطريركي

هذه الكلمات هي بالحقيقة مختصر لرسالة يسوع بين 

البشر، كما فهمها الرسل منذ البداية وكرسوا حياتهم من اجل نشر 

هذه البشرى، ربما الرسل لم يكونوا الهوتيين، لكنهم كانوا 

مؤمنين بهذه الكلمات الجميلة والمؤثرة التي يضعها لوقا على 

لسان المالئكة، ولكن ما معنى هذا االعالن؟ ولكي نجيب على هذا 

 .السؤال نقوم باختصار هذا االعالن بكلمة واحدة وهي كلمة السالم

فقد قال .  يسوع جاء الى العالم ليعطي سالمه لهذا العالم

"لرسله بعد القيامة سالمي اعطيكم، ليس كما يعطي العالم : 

فما معنى هذا السالم الذي يعطينا اياه يسوع؟ نقول ".   اعطيكم

باختصار انه سالم للبشر جميعاً بدون استثناء، الننا كلنا اخوة 

متساوين في الكرامة االنسانية، وكل واحد منا عزيزاً في نظر هللا 

 .ونظر اآلخرين

وبما ان يسوع بشر بابوة هللا ورحمته فقد بشرهم في 

لذلك اعتبرت بشرى يسوع خالصا .  الوقت عينه بالسالم واالمان

هل نبقى في هذه االيام !  ولكن...  ورجاء صالحا للبشر اجمعين 

المباركة نتكلم عن السالم، وننسى حياتنا اليومية الصغيرة وما 

يحققه لنا يسوع بمجيئه ؟ فنحن اليوم نشكو من همجية داعش 

الذين يهددوننا كل يوم؟ ونقول عنهم ظالم ال يخافون هللا وال 

يستحون من الناس، ونتهم االخرين اللخيانة والعمالة، ولكن ماذا 

 عن  حروبنا الصغيرة مع اخوتنا وجيراننا؟ 

ولكننا في الواقع .  صحيح اننا ال نملك جيش وسالح مثلهم

. نملك لسانا يقتل وعين شريرة تحسد وفكر يظن السوء باآلخرين

كما اننا نملك قلبا يحقد ويكره احيانا للذين ينافسونا على المال 

فانانيتنا اكبر من .  او للذين ال يخضعون الرادتنا.  والجاه والمراكز

وكبرياؤنا اكبر من الدمار .  وبخلنا ابشع من الصواريخ.  القنبلة

 . الشامل، لحياتنا وحياة اآلخرين 

فلنفحص انفسنا امام هللا، في هذه االيام المباركة، لكي 

نزيل عنها كل ما يعكر جو السالم عندنا وعند اآلخرين، لنعمل معا 

وايضا ليكن .  من اجل بناء عوائلنا وتعميق ايماننا بالرب يسوع

هذا العيد فرصة لمراجعة الذات ونشر رحمة هللا وخصوصا بعد 

اعالن قداسة البابا فرنسيس هذه السنة عام الرحمة التي نحن في 

 .                     امس الحاجة لها لتحقيق السالم والمحبة والرحمة، آمين

 

SPECIAL FEATURE: BY BISHOP BASILIO YALDO 

تبارك الرب إله أسرائيل، 

 ألنه إفتقد 

شعبه وفداه وأقام لنا 

 مخلصاً قديراً 

68:1لوقا   

 

إن جوهررحمة هللا هي قائمة على ارسال االقنوم      

 الثاني من جوهره االلهي المثلث األقانيم الى  

االرض وصيرورته أنساناً مولودا في مغارة، تاركاً 

عرشه ومجده السماوي، آخداً صورة ً عبد، مولود من 

أمرأة، متنازالً ألوطأ درجة من التواضع، وحمل عار 

.الصليب ألجل خالص البشرية جمعاء  

           

هذه الرحمة االلهية، شملت الخليقة جمعاء، وهناك      

ممن شملتهم كأفراد بصورة استثنائية، كأبينا أبراهيم 

وساره العاقر، زكريا واليشباع العاقر بأبن في 

ومثلهم كثيرون في تأريخ شعب هللا، قبل :  شيخوختهم 

.العبور وبعده  

 

وبيت القصيد من هذه الفكرة والعبرة من رحمة هللا      

على الكون، نرجو أن يكون ميالده ميالد رحمه على 

الجميع وأن يرحم كُل منا نفسه بالتوبة، ألنه إن لم تكن لنا 

الرحمة على أنفسنا أوالً فكيف نرحم االخرين؟ كنت جائعاً 

وايضاً كما جاء في مثل  35:25متى : فلم تطعموني

السامري الصالح فإن لم نرحم، فلن نُرَحم ويكون ميالد 

. الرب لنا، كانه لم يكن  
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ANNUAL OCTOBER CENSUS 

October Collection for the last 3 years  

 

 

Atten-

dance 

4-Oct 1,010 

11-Oct 932 

18-Oct 953 

25-Oct 1,016 

Average 978 

October 2015 attendance  

Sunday (8:30, 10, & 

12 o'clock masses 
Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Total Average day 

Weekend 

Total 

Weekend 

Average 

2015 $3,770  $3,581  $3,011  $3,411  $13,773  $3,443  $16,647  $4,162  

2015 7PM $696  $842  $583  $753  $2,874  $719      

                  

2014 $2,677  $2,806  $2,485  $2,216  $10,184  $2,546  $15,761  $3,940  

2014 7PM $1,301  $1,433  $1,602  $1,241  $5,577  $1,394      

                  

2013 $2,545  $3,016  $2,485  $2,672  $10,718  $2,680  $14,821  $3,705  

2013 7PM $895  $949  $1,148  $1,111  $4,103  $1,026      
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