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SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
THE MARTYRS OF EPHESUS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Around 760 AD Ephesus 

had a movement opposing 

any sort of art in Church 

called Iconoclasm. These 

martyrs stood in 

opposition to the Emperor 

and his iconoclast 

supporters. They were 

officials and as such 

received their eternal 

reward for defending the 

Catholic faith at the hand 

of government 

executioners. 

Today’s readings challenge our perception of a 
prophet. The first reading talks about Cyrus being 
God’s servant. Who is Cyrus? He was not a Jew but 
rather the king of the Persian Empire. He would 
return the Jews to Israel after they had waited for 
several generations. It is strange for a Jew to hear of 
Cyril being called “God’s servant.” It would be like a 
Christian hearing a Buddhist was God’s servant. Not 
that it is impossible, but it seems strange. 
 
Paul’s letter to Timothy reminds him of the end 
times. He talks about how men and women will 
become degenerate. He mentions a few things 
specifically. “They will become swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure, holding the form of 
religion but denying the power of it,” and how 
false teachers will come and lead people astray so 
that the people will not find the truth. It should not 
be hard to see how these times have come. It is not 
so terrible, but it is still bad, in the Chaldean 
community but outside of our community you will 
find many people who are “Catholic” or “Christian” 
who know very little about Christ. The amount of 
people who don’t go to confession, or pray, or 
believe in miracles, or talk to God, etc. is astounding. 
That is what Paul means by people who hold the 
form of religion but deny its power. What use is it to 
believe in God if we make no room for God’s power 
in our lives? What changes? Paul goes on to talk 
about false prophets who will come and deceive 
many people. Paul mentions that the people will be 
at fault for being deceived because they have not 
formed themselves well. The Truth will be hard for 
all these people to reach because they “hate the 
good.”  

Jesus says “A prophet is never accepted in his 
country.” Jesus gives two examples, Elijah and 
Elisha. Both go to people who are not of Israel and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

Judah who then accept them as prophets. They were not 
accepted in their native land. Jesus, right after making his 
point, is driven out to be killed because no one believes he 
is a prophet. That really brings together the theme of the 
prophet and why we must always keep our eyes peeled for 
those who come to preach the Gospel. They may be our 
children, they may be Muslims who saw Jesus and Mary 
and want to convert, and they may be our neighbor. As 
long as they preach the Gospel that we have learned from 
our childhood we will not be like those who listen to false 
prophets. But to avoid being deceived we should repent of 
our sins by going to confession, mending our mistakes, 
and changing our lives to grow closer to God by frequent 
prayer, fasting, and charitable works. Those who choose 
not to will be lost on a sea of lies in today’s world and they 
will not even be able to see their error.  

 

(Continued from page 1) Who is Nestorius and what is the Nestorian controversy?   

Nestorius was the patriarch of Constantinople. He came from 
Syria and made the head of one of the five major sees in the 
ancient world. When he was ordained as bishop one of the 
struggles in Constantinople were between two opposing camps. 
There were those who called Mary “the God bearer” or 
Theotokos  and another camp which said that the title was wrong 
and it is crazy to say God could be born literally. Nestorius 
suggested a third option, that Mary should be called Christotokos 
or “the Christ bearer.” That way Mary could be honored 
without causing a rift with the other party. He taught as he had 
been taught in Antioch that Christ was a man in which the 
second person of the Trinity dwelled. He emphasized a 
separation between Christ’s human and divine nature. 
Why was Nestorius condemned? 

The issue had political significance, with the Emperor of 
Constantinople agreeing with Nestorius but the pope 
disagreeing (who lived in the other half of the Roman Empire.) 
The emperor called for a council in Ephesus. The Eastern 
bishops were late and so Cyril of Alexandria began the 
proceedings without waiting for them. Most of the Eastern 
bishops were coming from Antioch and were supporters of 
Nestorius. Some were coming from Palestine and were 
opposed. They began the council which Nestorius refused to 
attend unless they waited for the Eastern bishops. The council 
found the Nestorian position to be heretical about Christ 
having two natures. It has never been clear if it was what 
Nestorius actually taught or believed, but Nestorius was 
removed from Constantinople for it. 
Why do we say that Mary is the Mother of God? 

The reason we say Mary is the Mother of God is because Jesus 
is God and Mary is His mother.  What the Church has taught 
explicitly since that rift was that Jesus was fully God and fully 
man. He is not divided into parts. God actually became man 
and Mary bore Him in her womb.  There is some confusion 
today, and the same confusion was addressed at the council, 
that some might think Mary is greater than God because she is 
the mother of Jesus or that the second person of the Trinity 
didn’t exist until Jesus. The title means neither of these things. 
God the Son has always existed and 2000 years ago chose to 
elevate humanity by becoming man. Mary is not greater than 
God, but rather is a special woman who said “yes” to God’s 
great plan. 
Is Nestorius honored in the Chaldean Church? 

Before uniting back with Rome Nestorius was held in high 
regard, some even considered him a saint. One of our 
anaphoras is called the “anaphora of Nestorius.” The pope 
even encouraged its use in the 60s. However, Nestorius and his 
position were condemned and while his anaphora is part of our 
tradition, the heretical position ascribed to him is not.  
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

Then the dragon stood before the woman who was about 

to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as soon as 

it was born.  And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who 

is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child 

was snatched away and taken to God and to his 

throne;  and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she 

has a place prepared by God, so that there she can be 

nourished for one thousand two hundred sixty days . 

Revelation 12:4-7 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Almighty ever-living God, 

who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan 

and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, 

solemnly declared him your beloved Son, 

grant that your children by adoption, 

reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, 

may always be well pleasing to you. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,257 

 Over/(Under)  ($1,743) 
 *Sign up for weekly giving at  
 Ourla dyofChaldeans.com 
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Mary - Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church 
963 Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ 
and the Spirit has been treated, it is fitting now to consider 
her place in the mystery of the Church. "The Virgin 
Mary . . . is acknowledged and honored as being truly the 
Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is 'clearly the 
mother of the members of Christ' . . . since she has by her 
charity joined in bringing about the birth of believers in the 
Church, who are members of its head." "Mary, Mother of 
Christ, Mother of the Church." 
Wholly united with her Son . . . 
 
964 Mary's role in the Church is inseparable from her union 
with Christ and flows directly from it. "This union of the 
mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made 
manifest from the time of Christ's virginal conception up to 
his death"; it is made manifest above all at the hour of his 
Passion: Thus the Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage 
of faith, and faithfully persevered in her union with her Son 
unto the cross. There she stood, in keeping with the divine 
plan, enduring with her only begotten Son the intensity of 
his suffering, joining herself with his sacrifice in her 
mother's heart, and lovingly consenting to the immolation 
of this victim, born of her: to be given, by the same Christ 
Jesus dying on the cross, as a mother to his disciple, with 
these words: "Woman, behold your son." 
 
965 After her Son's Ascension, Mary "aided the beginnings 
of the Church by her prayers." In her association with the 
apostles and several women, "we also see Mary by her 
prayers imploring the gift of the Spirit, who had already 
overshadowed her in the Annunciation." 
. . . also in her Assumption 
 
966 "Finally the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all 
stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was 
finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, 
and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things, so that 
she might be the more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord 
of lords and conqueror of sin and death.” The Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son's 
Resurrection and an anticipation of the resurrection of 
other Christians: 
In giving birth you kept your virginity; in your Dormition 
you did not leave the world, O Mother of God, but were 
joined to the source of Life. You conceived the living God 
and, by your prayers, will deliver our souls from death. 
 
 

. . . she is our Mother in the 
order of grace 
967 By her complete 
adherence to the Father's will, 
to his Son's redemptive work, 
and to every prompting of the 
Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is 
the Church's model of faith 
and charity. Thus she is a 
"preeminent and . . . wholly 
unique member of the 
Church"; indeed, she is the 
"exemplary realization" 
(typus) of the Church. 
 
968 Her role in relation to the 
Church and to all humanity goes still further. "In a wholly 
singular way she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, 
and burning charity in the Savior's work of restoring 
supernatural life to souls. For this reason she is a mother to 
us in the order of grace." 
 
969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace 
continues uninterruptedly from the consent which she 
loyally gave at the Annunciation and which she sustained 
without wavering beneath the cross, until the eternal 
fulfillment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven she did not 
lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession 
continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation . . . . 
Therefore the Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church 
under the titles of Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and 
Mediatrix." 
 
970 "Mary's function as mother of men in no way obscures 
or diminishes this unique mediation of Christ, but rather 
shows its power. But the Blessed Virgin's salutary influence 
on men . . . flows forth from the superabundance of the 
merits of Christ, rests on his mediation, depends entirely on 
it, and draws all its power from it." "No creature could ever 
be counted along with the Incarnate Word and Redeemer; 
but just as the priesthood of Christ is shared in various ways 
both by his ministers and the faithful, and as the one 
goodness of God is radiated in different ways among his 
creatures, so also the unique mediation of the Redeemer 
does not exclude but rather gives rise to a manifold 
cooperation which is but a sharing in this one source." 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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