January 17, 2016

SAINTS OF THE WEEK
JONAH

He prayed to the Lord and
said, “O Lord! Is not this
what I said while I was still
in my own country? That
is why I fled to Tarshish at
the beginning; for I knew
that you are a gracious
God and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to
relent from punishing.
And now, O Lord, please
take my life from me, for it
is better for me to die than
to live.”

5th Sunday of Epiphany

BAUTHA
Since tomorrow is the beginning of the fast of
Nineveh, also known as Bautha, it is good to reflect
on the readings. They begin with Isaiah who is asking
the Lord to restore his people Israel. Israel has lost
its sanctuary and the people are defeated. Isaiah is
calling on the Lord to restore the land, country, and
the people. He says “we all fade like a leaf and our
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” Isaiah is
painfully aware that the people have sinned but he
asks for the Lord’s mercy.
Habakkuk’s message is of a similar vein. He implores
the Lord “in wrath remember mercy.” Habakkuk
also says “I will quietly wait for the day of trouble
to come upon people who invade us.” As with
Isaiah it is a time of misery. The rest of Habakkuk’s
reading is a description of the greatness of the Lord
and the lamentable state of his people and their land.
Yet, with all the trouble, Habakkuk is not dissuaded
from trusting in God. In both readings we find a
reminder that we must always trust in God,
regardless of our own sinfulness as in Isaiah or the
deplorable condition of our lives. We know that in
the end the Israelites returned to their land. God
used the pagan Cyrus, as we read last week, to restore
Israel. God works in mysterious ways, it can never be
said often enough, and comes to our rescue from the
strangest places; as was the case with the people of
Nineveh, our people, who were saved by obedience
to a foreign prophet.
Paul’s letter is lengthy and gives instruction to
Timothy. There are various rules about women and
men as well as clergy. Paul begins with something
that falls in line with the Gospel reading. Namely,
that we must pray for all men to have peace. In
doing so we can lead a peaceful and godly life. Paul
reminds us that God wishes everyone to be saved.
The story of Jonah reminds us that God wants even
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people who do not believe and who persecute us to be
saved.
The Gospel is that of the parable of the servant who is in
debt but cannot pay. His debt is forgiven by the master.
However, the servant turns on a person who owes him
money and throws him in jail. Jesus says that God willingly
forgives our debts against Him (which are huge) but that
we should also forgive those who are indebted to us
(which is much less by comparison.) Debts are symbolic of
sins and sometimes actual debts. Jesus warns us that those
who do not forgive others will suffer until they have paid
back everything. If we die in a state of grace but not
having forgiven others we can expect a long time in
purgatory. So let us confess our sins so that we may have a
good Bautha and so we can forgive others.
Michael Filo

What is Bautha?
Bautha is a 3 day fast remembering the fast of Nineveh. The
fast has been held since the time of Jonah and spread through
various Eastern churches. The Malankara (Southern India)
Church all the way to the Coptic Church (Egypt) keep the fast.
It is always celebrated three weeks before Lent and lasts three
days.
Where is Nineveh?
Nineveh is the plain in Northern Iraq where most Chaldeans
live. It includes Mosul and the various villages surrounding it.
Jonah goes to a city by that name which existed across the river
from Mosul today. It was a large city and the capital of the
massive (and final) empire of the Assyrians. It was eventually
overrun by a group of people who were ruled by the Assyrians,
including Chaldeans alongside Persians and others. In 200
years the city disappeared. Its place was very important for
trade and it is no surprised that Mosul would later be built so
close to it. Travel through the Nineveh plain was a lot easier
than through the mountains which surround it to the north. It
was a passageway between Europe and the East. Because it is
flatland it is very hard to defend and so traded hands under
different rulers many times because of its importance as a trade
route.
What is the story of Jonah?
Jonah was a Jew who was commanded by God to go to the
capital of the empire threatening to destroy his homeland.
Jonah was not interested in going to those people and telling
them to convert. Instead, he wanted to see them destroyed. He
tried to go to Tarshish, a town in the opposite direction from
Nineveh in what is today Cadiz Spain. God brings a storm over
the boat he is in and after the sailors try everything else they
throw Jonah overboard. He is swallowed by a big fish or whale
and after three days is spit out. He goes to Nineveh. He tells
the people and when word reaches the king he commands
three days of fasting where no one, animal or human, may eat.
They repent (which is quite rare in the Old Testament when a
prophet warns the people.) God does not let the city be
destroyed and Jonah becomes upset. When God asks him why
he is upset Jonah replies that he knows God is gracious and
would not let harm come to the city if it repented. Jonah was
sad to see the enemies of Israel not destroyed.
What can we learn from the story of Jonah?
First, that God may convert even those who we think will
never convert. Secondly that we must never hate any person
because God loves them and so we should try our best to
preach the gospel to them. Finally, we must never shy away
from telling people to repent of their evil, even if it is
dangerous or we believe it is unlikely they will even listen.
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PARISH SCHEDULE
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from
his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had a proclamation
made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his
nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall
taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink
water. Human beings and animals shall be covered with
sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn
from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their
hands. Who knows? God may relent and change his mind;
he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not
perish.”

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
4:00PM
ENGLISH
SUNDAY MASSES
8:30AM
ARABIC/
10:00AM
ENGLISH
11:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
12:00PM
CHALDEAN/
7:00PM
ENGLISH
DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES
8:00AM
ENGLISH @ ECRC
9:30AM
MORNING PRAYER
10:00AM
CHALDEAN/

Jonah 3:6-9

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Hanging as a vine upon the Wood, O Christ our Saviour,
Thou hast made the ends of the earth to drink from the
wine of incorruption. Therefore do I cry aloud: I am
darkened always by the hateful drunkenness of sin; Give me
to drink from the sweet wine of true compunction, and
grant me now the strength, O Saviour, to fast from sensual
pleasures, for Thou art good and lovest mankind.

WEDNESDAY
5:00PM
ADORATION
6:00PM
ENGLISH MASS
7:00PM
BIBLE STUDY
CONFESSION
5-7PM
WEDNESDAY
6-7PM
SUNDAY
OR BY APPOINTMENT
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office.
Baptisms: Please call a few weeks in advance.
Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM
Weddings: Please schedule six months in advance.

FINANCIAL STATUS
Weekly Goal:
$6,000
Weekly Coll.:
$2,716
Over/(Under)
($3,284)
*Sign up for weekly giving at
OurladyofChaldeans.com
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THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
ARTICLE 3
THE CHURCH, MOTHER AND TEACHER

Alongside the Creed and the
Our Father, the basis for this
catechesis has traditionally
2030
been the Decalogue which sets
It is in the Church, in communion with all the baptized, that
out the principles of moral life
the Christian fulfills his vocation. From the Church he
valid for all men.
receives the Word of God containing the teachings of "the
law of Christ." From the Church he receives the grace of
2034
the sacraments that sustains him on the "way." From the
The Roman Pontiff and the
Church he learns theexample of holiness and recognizes its bishops are "authentic
model and source in the all-holy Virgin Mary; he discerns it teachers, that is, teachers
in the authentic witness of those who live it; he discovers it endowed with the authority of
in the spiritual tradition and long history of the saints who Christ, who preach the faith to
have gone before him and whom the liturgy celebrates in
the people entrusted to them,
the rhythms of the sanctoral cycle.
the faith to be believed and
put into practice." The ordinary and
2031
universal Magisterium of the Pope and the bishops in
The moral life is spiritual worship. We "present [our] bodies
communion with him teach the faithful the truth to believe,
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God," within the
the charity to practice, the beatitude to hope for.
Body of Christ that we form and in communion with the
offering of his Eucharist. In the liturgy and the celebration 2035
of the sacraments, prayer and teaching are conjoined with
The supreme degree of participation in the authority of
the grace of Christ to enlighten and nourish Christian
Christ is ensured by the charism of infallibility. This
activity. As does the whole of the Christian life, the moral
infallibility extends as far as does the deposit of divine
life finds its source and summit in the Eucharistic sacrifice. Revelation; it also extends to all those elements of doctrine,
including morals, without which the saving truths of the
* I. MORAL LIFE AND THE MAGISTERIUM OF
faith cannot be preserved, explained, or observed.
THE CHURCH
2036
2032
The authority of the Magisterium extends also to the
The Church, the "pillar and bulwark of the truth," "has
specific precepts of the natural law, because their
received this solemn command of Christ from the apostles
observance, demanded by the Creator, is necessary for
to announce the saving truth." "To the Church belongs the
salvation. In recalling the prescriptions of the natural law,
right always and everywhere to announce moral principles,
the Magisterium of the Church exercises an essential part of
including those pertaining to the social order, and to make
its prophetic office of proclaiming to men what they truly
judgments on any human affairs to the extent that they are
are and reminding them of what they should be before
required by the fundamental rights of the human person or
God.
the salvation of souls."
2037
2033
The law of God entrusted to the Church is taught to the
The Magisterium of the Pastors of the Church in moral
faithful as the way of life and truth. The faithful therefore
matters is ordinarily exercised in catechesis and preaching,
have the right to be instructed in the divine saving precepts
with the help of the works of theologians and spiritual
that purify judgment and, with grace, heal wounded human
authors. Thus from generation to generation, under the
reason. They have the duty of observing the constitutions
aegis and vigilance of the pastors, the "deposit" of Christian
and decrees conveyed by the legitimate authority of the
moral teaching has been handed on, a deposit composed of
Church. Even if they concern disciplinary matters, these
a characteristic body of rules, commandments, and virtues
determinations call for docility in charity
proceeding from faith in Christ and animated by charity.
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