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“Hence we must say that 

for the knowledge of any 

truth whatsoever man 

needs divine help, that the 

intellect may be moved by 

God to its act. But he does 

not need a new light added 

to his natural light, in order 

to know the truth in all 

things, but only in some 

that surpasses his natural 

knowledge” –St. Thomas 

Aquinas. 

In today’s readings we find God laying out a just 
society that cares for the needy and helpless, Paul 
telling us of the new covenant and how the old one 
passed away, and finally John telling his disciples that 
Jesus is the long awaited Messiah. The readings start 
with a reading from Deuteronomy wherein God sets 
out a list of guidelines that help protect the poor and 
unfortunate. The list includes rules governing 
collateral for loans, justice for orphans and 
foreigners, wages that had to be paid, rules about 
each person being responsible for their own crimes 
(as opposed to inheriting them,) leaving food on the 
plants for the poor to pick up the rest.  

The reading is only a small part of the whole list but 
it’s importance is that God wanted Israel to be a 
society that offered justice for the weakest in society. 
God’s plan for Israel included worship but also a real 
change in how people lived. For those who criticize 
the Old Testament for being so harsh, it is important 
to remember how harsh the world was back then and 
consequently how revolutionary some of the laws 
were, such as the ones from the reading, in terms of 
how people were to interact.  

Paul’s letter recounts how the Jews rejected this 
society that God wanted for his people. They were 
both unfaithful in worship and disobedient to the 
laws that God gave to them so that they may be 
examples to the whole world. Paul cites Jeremiah and 
mentions the new covenant that God has planned. 
God promised to write the law in our minds and on 
our hearts. We would know them by simply knowing 
God.  

In baptism that is exactly the gift we receive. Paul 
finally mentions the worship being constant and 
repetitive. It was never complete and required 
repetition. This is in comparison to Christ’s sacrifice 
which was and is complete and sufficient for all time. 
While Mass repeats as well, it is participation in the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

one sacrifice, not a new sacrifice each time.  

The gospel reading is that of John the Baptist declaring 
that Jesus is the Messiah who has come. John begins by 
telling them that he is only a messenger preparing the way 
for Jesus. He says “He must increase. I must decrease.” 
John is humble and understands his place in salvation 
history. The reading goes on with John, the author of the 
fourth Gospel, telling us about Christ. First and foremost 
he is from Heaven and receives everything from Heaven. 
Secondly He gives the Holy Spirit to anyone who is willing. 
Finally John warns us that anyone who disobeys Jesus will 
not see Heaven, but those that believe will. Let us honor 
the fact that God became man to save us by repenting of 
our sins and going to confession.  

(Continued from page 1) What is sanctifying grace? 
Sanctifying grace is God’s gift to a person which allows 
them to enter into Heaven. No one enters heaven without 
sanctifying grace. It is also necessary to have sanctifying 
grace to enter into the spiritual life. “Sanctify” means “to 
make holy” and “grace” is a gift from God that is freely 
given. 

How do I receive sanctifying grace? 
God offers the gift freely through the sacraments. 
Sanctifying grace is first received at baptism. When we 
repent and confess our sins we receive sanctifying grace 
again if we have lost it.  

How do I lose sanctifying grace? 
It is important to remember that sanctifying grace is 
received by saying “yes” to God. Whether it is in baptism 
with our parents acting on our behalf or when we go to 
confession and repent. Mortal sins which are acts of 
rebellion against God kill off our sanctifying grace. These 
are sins such as murder, abortion, viewing pornography 
intentionally, slander, unwillingness to forgive, failing to 
attend Mass for a poor reason, theft, and others. These are 
acts which a person must go against what they know is right 
to perform. They are a rejection of God and kill off 
sanctifying grace. 

I thought Jesus died for us and all we need to do is 
believe! 
Jesus says “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ 
will enter into heaven, but only the one who does the 
will of my Father.” James tell us “You see that a person 
is considered righteous by what they do and not by 
faith alone.” These works are not good deeds but doing the 
will of the Father, which is to be baptized and to repent of 
our sins. Peter says “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.”  

But I was baptized, does the Bible say I can lose my 
salvation? 
See the Scripture of the week to read James’s words on how 
sin leads to death. Jesus mentions one sin which is 
unforgivable, namely blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus does not say anyone who is baptized cannot commit 
this sin. Now what is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? It is 
rejecting the gift of salvation by refusing to repent and turn 
to God. St. Paul believed he could lose his salvation. He 
wrote “No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my 
slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself 
will not be disqualified for the prize.” 
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to 
save those who believe.  For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God  

1 Cor 1:20-23 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Heavenly Father, in union with the merits of Jesus and 

Mary, I offer to You for the sake of the poor souls all the 

satisfactory value of my works during life, as well as all that 

will be done for me after death. I give You my all through 

the hands of the Immaculate Virgin Mary that she may set 

free whatever souls she pleases, according to her heavenly 

wisdom and mother's love for them. Recieve this offering, 

O God, and grant me in return an increase of Your grace. 

Amen 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $3,806 

 Over/(Under)  ($2,194) 
 *Sign up for weekly giving at  
 Ourla dyofChaldeans.com 
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1996  
Our justification comes from the grace of God. Grace 
is favor, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to 
respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive 
sons, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life. 
 
1997 
Grace is a participation in the life of God. It introduces us into 
the intimacy of Trinitarian life: by Baptism the Christian 
participates in the grace of Christ, the Head of his Body. As 
an "adopted son" he can henceforth call God "Father," in 
union with the only Son. He receives the life of the Spirit 
who breathes charity into him and who forms the Church. 
 
1998  
This vocation to eternal life is supernatural. It depends 
entirely on God's gratuitous initiative, for he alone can 
reveal and give himself. It surpasses the power of human 
intellect and will, as that of every other creature. 
 
1999  
The grace of Christ is the gratuitous gift that God makes to 
us of his own life, infused by the Holy Spirit into our soul 
to heal it of sin and to sanctify it. It is 
the sanctifying or deifying grace received in Baptism. It is in us 
the source of the work of sanctification: 

Therefore if any one is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new 
has come. All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself. 

 
2000  
Sanctifying grace is an habitual gift, a stable and 
supernatural disposition that perfects the soul itself to 
enable it to live with God, to act by his love. Habitual grace, 
the permanent disposition to live and act in keeping with 
God's call, is distinguished from actual graces which refer to 
God's interventions, whether at the beginning of conversion 
or in the course of the work of sanctification. 
 
2001  
The preparation of man for the reception of grace is already a 
work of grace. This latter is needed to arouse and sustain 
our collaboration in justification through faith, and in 
sanctification through charity. God brings to completion in 
us what he has begun, "since he who completes his work by 
cooperating with our will began by working so that we 
might will it:" 

Indeed we also work, but we are only collaborating 

with God who works, 
for his mercy has gone 
before us. It has gone 
before us so that we 
may be healed, and 
follows us so that once 
healed, we may be 
given life; it goes 
before us so that we 
may be called, and 
follows us so that we 
may be glorified; it 
goes before us so that 
we may live devoutly, 
and follows us so that 
we may always live 
with God: for without him we can do nothing. 

 
2002  
God's free initiative demands man's free response, for God has 
created man in his image by conferring on him, along with 
freedom, the power to know him and love him. The soul 
only enters freely into the communion of love. God 
immediately touches and directly moves the heart of man. 
He has placed in man a longing for truth and goodness that 
only he can satisfy. The promises of "eternal life" respond, 
beyond all hope, to this desire: 

If at the end of your very good works . . ., you 
rested on the seventh day, it was to foretell by the 
voice of your book that at the end of our works, 
which are indeed "very good" since you have given 
them to us, we shall also rest in you on the sabbath 
of eternal life. 

 
2003  
Grace is first and foremost the gift of the Spirit who 
justifies and sanctifies us. But grace also includes the gifts 
that the Spirit grants us to associate us with his work, to 
enable us to collaborate in the salvation of others and in the 
growth of the Body of Christ, the Church. There 
are sacramental graces, gifts proper to the different sacraments. 
There are furthermore special graces, also called charisms after 
the Greek term used by St. Paul and meaning "favor," 
"gratuitous gift," "benefit." Whatever their character - 
sometimes it is extraordinary, such as the gift of miracles or 
of tongues - charisms are oriented toward sanctifying grace 
and are intended for the common good of the Church. 
They are at the service of charity which builds up the 
Church. 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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