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St. John Bosco is the 

founder of the Salesian 

order. He took care of 

orphaned boys in response 

to a dream he had as a 9 

year old. St. John Bosco 

had an incredible gift of 

receiving messages from 

God in his dreams. He saw 

Jesus and Mary and they 

guided him throughout his 

life. He is a reminder to us 

that God uses many 

means, even dreams, to 

communicate with us and 

that we should not dismiss 

dreams so quickly. 

The readings today begin with God reminding Israel 
who He is through the prophet Isaiah. God reminds 
them he has made the universe and saved them from 
Egypt. It seems strange that this is so often repeated 
in the Bible but really God wants his people to know 
who He is. Even today we are so quick to forget the 
awesome things God has done in the Bible and in 
our own lives. It is easy to be overcome by doubt 
and worry. These things lead us to sinful solutions to 
our problems. If we only remember what God has 
done then we would have no need to worry. We 
would not need to lie, or steal, or seek material 
possessions because we would trust God, who made 
the universe and has saved us, to also take care of us. 
Unfortunately Israel forgot who God is and turned 
to idols. But why? Because it is very fulfilling to pray 
to a god for the harvest and a god for fertility. Idols 
are how humans would like to see God. They can be 
bribed and coerced and it feels good to feel like we 
have power over things we have no power over at all. 
Of course, in the case of Israel their doubt in God 
and their turning to idols brought upon their 
destruction. 

We have two stories of Jesus in the Gospel today. 
The first is the healing of the leper. It starts off with 
a very important note; Jesus came down from the 
mountain. He had spent the time on the mountain 
teaching the people of how to live a godly life. 
Unlike the Israelites of old Jesus remembered all that 
the Father had done for Him and for all people. 
When the leper came to Jesus for healing he trusted 
in God. He says “Lord if you choose you can 
make me clean.” That is the sort of trust that 
comes from really believing God is who He says He 
is. Jesus of course heals him. 

The story of the centurion is even more exemplary. 
The centurion, a pagan, comes to Jesus to heal his 
sick servant. Jesus offers to come to his house and 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH 

heal the servant but the centurion says that Jesus could 
heal him by simply speaking a word. He justifies it by 
saying that Jesus’s words are like commands that he, the 
centurion, gives to his soldiers. He is saying that the 
heavens obey Jesus. Where does this sort of faith come 
from? It comes from believing that God is who He says 
He is. This impressed Jesus a great deal and the servant 
was healed immediately. Let us also trust that God is who 
He says He is and let us go to confession trusting in His 
mercy so that we may follow Him.  

(Continued from page 1) Today’s readings seem to suggest that having money is 
a sin. Is it? 
Money is nothing more than a medium of exchange. What 
that means is that money gives us a way to trade for things 
so we do not have to barter. Imagine a world without 
money. If you wanted milk but made shoes you would have 
to find a way to trade shoes for milk. Now imagine all the 
things you might want in a day and you will see why money 
is so useful. Is having money a sin? No.  

How about if you have a lot of money? That must be 
sinful. 
Having a lot of money is no more a sin than having a little 
bit. However, when God has blessed us with earthly success 
we have an obligation to help those in need. If we disregard 
the poor, whether we are wealthy or not, we do sin. Of 
course having a lot of money means we have a greater duty 
and obligation to help those in need.  

So what is the sin St. Paul is talking about? 
St. Paul is talking about the love of money. It is different 
than simply having money or working hard to earn money. 
In fact there are probably not many people who actually 
love money. What they love is the power and prestige that 
comes with having money. This is what St. Paul means by a 
love of money. 

Do you have to be rich to love money? 
Not at all! St. Paul says that those who desire to be rich are 
lovers of money. If a person desires to be rich then they 
probably are not. In fact that desire is so widespread that 
people bought billions of dollars in lottery tickets. Just 
imagine if people spent that money wisely! However, a 
desire to have a great deal of money motivated a great deal 
of people.  
 
Why is the love of money the root of many sins? 
Loving money can lead to some disastrous results. It might 
lead a person to steal, to give loans to people who they 
know cannot afford to pay it back, to work long hours and 
neglect their duty to their family, to skip Sunday Mass, and a 
host of other things. Ultimately money is useful but only for 
passing things. We should work hard and earn our keep 
because St. Paul says that those who will not work should 
not eat (See the Scripture of the week.) However, God is our 
loving Father and will provide for us when in need. Those 
who love money give no room for God to work 
miraculously in their life. If they trusted in God’s 
generousness they would have no love for money because 
they would have confidence that God would provide for 
them.  
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN/  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY/WEEKDAY MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN/  

   
WEDNESDAY 

 5:00PM  ADORATION 
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION 
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY 

  6-7PM   SUNDAY 
  OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 
Anointing/Sick Visits: Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

PARISH SCHEDULE 

SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK 

For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.  For 
we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere 
busybodies, not doing any work.  Now such persons we 
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their 
work quietly and to earn their own living.  Brothers and 
sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, grant 
to the souls of Thy servants departed the remission of their 
sins, that, through pious supplications, they may obtain the 
pardon which they have always desired. Who livest and 
reignest with God the Father, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, world without end.  

Amen. 

FINANCIAL STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $3,823 

 Over/(Under)  ($2,177) 
 *Sign up for weekly giving at  
 Ourla dyofChaldeans.com 
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279 "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." Holy Scripture begins with these solemn words. The 
profession of faith takes them up when it confesses that 
God the Father almighty is "Creator of heaven and 
earth" (Apostles' Creed), "of all that is, seen and 
unseen" (Nicene Creed). We shall speak first of the Creator, 
then of creation and finally of the fall into sin from which 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to raise us up again. 
 
280 Creation is the foundation of "all God's saving plans," 
the "beginning of the history of salvation" that culminates 
in Christ. Conversely, the mystery of Christ casts conclusive 
light on the mystery of creation and reveals the end for 
which "in the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth": from the beginning, God envisaged the glory of the 
new creation in Christ. 
 
God creates by wisdom and love 
295 We believe that God created the world according to his 
wisdom. It is not the product of any necessity whatever, nor 
of blind fate or chance. We believe that it proceeds from 
God's free will; he wanted to make his creatures share in his 
being, wisdom and goodness: "For you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created." Therefore 
the Psalmist exclaims: "O LORD, how manifold are your 
works! In wisdom you have made them all"; and "The 
LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he 
has made." 
 
God creates an ordered and good world 
299 Because God creates through wisdom, his creation is 
ordered: "You have arranged all things by measure and 
number and weight." The universe, created in and by the 
eternal Word, the "image of the invisible God", is destined 
for and addressed to man, himself created in the "image of 
God" and called to a personal relationship with God. Our 
human understanding, which shares in the light of the 
divine intellect, can understand what God tells us by means 
of his creation, though not without great effort and only in 
a spirit of humility and respect before the Creator and his 
work. Because creation comes forth from God's goodness, 
it shares in that goodness - "And God saw that it was 
good. . . very good"- for God willed creation as a gift 
addressed to man, an inheritance destined for and entrusted 
to him. On many occasions the Church has had to defend 
the goodness of creation, including that of the physical 
world. 
 
 

God upholds and sustains 
creation. 
301 With creation, God does 
not abandon his creatures to 
themselves. He not only gives 
them being and existence, but 
also, and at every moment, 
upholds and sustains them in 
being, enables them to act and 
brings them to their final end. 
Recognizing this utter 
dependence with respect to 
the Creator is a source of 
wisdom and freedom, of joy 
and confidence: 

For you love all things 
that exist, and detest none of the things that you 
have made; for you would not have made anything 
if you had hated it. How would anything have 
endured, if you had not willed it? Or how would 
anything not called forth by you have been 
preserved? You spare all things, for they are yours, 
O Lord, you who love the living. 

 
V. GOD CARRIES OUT HIS PLAN: DIVINE 
PROVIDENCE 
 
303 The witness of Scripture is unanimous that the 
solicitude of divine providence is concrete and immediate; 
God cares for all, from the least things to the great events 
of the world and its history. The sacred books powerfully 
affirm God's absolute sovereignty over the course of events: 
"Our God is in the heavens; he does whatever he 
pleases." And so it is with Christ, "who opens and no one 
shall shut, who shuts and no one opens". As the book of 
Proverbs states: "Many are the plans in the mind of a man, 
but it is the purpose of the LORD that will be established." 
 
305 Jesus asks for childlike abandonment to the providence 
of our heavenly Father who takes care of his children's 
smallest needs: "Therefore do not be anxious, saying, "What 
shall we eat?" or "What shall we drink?". . . Your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
yours as well." 
 

THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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