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This weekõs gospel reading is about Authority. Jesus 
is questioned by what authority he teaches. Jesus says 
he will not answer their question until they answer 
one of his own. He asks them a question that is very 
clever, òWas Johnõs baptism of human or heavenly 
origin?ó The priests could not say heavenly or else 
they would be in real trouble since they did not 
believe John. Whatõs more important is that John 
specifically says Jesus has the power to baptize with 
the Holy Spirit. The priests were in a real bind. 
Everyone believed John but them. Jesus didnõt refuse 
to answer their question because his question 

(Continued on page 2) 
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KNOW YOUR FAITH  

answered their own.  

 
Jesus can speak that way because He has authority. A 
person with authority is a person who has the truth on 
their side. Authority is not the power to command people, 
or to rule over people. Having authority is simply to have 
the truth on your side. Even Jesus being put to death on 
the Cross has authority. The same is true for every martyr. 

  

The parable of the two boys is a good example of what 

people value. The boy who says he will work but does not 

is much less appreciated than the one who says he wonõt 

but does work. Jesus is making the point that the priests 

make a big fuss about their own authority but it comes to 

nothing since they donõt use it. Jesus, however, has 

authority.  

(Continued from page 1) Sanctifying grace 

What is sanctifying grace? 

Sanctifying grace is Godõs gift to a person which allows them to 
enter into Heaven. No one enters heaven without sanctifying 
grace. It is also necessary to have sanctifying grace to enter into 
the spiritual life. òSanctifyó means òto make holyó and ògraceó is a 
gift from God that is freely given. 
 
How do I receive sanctifying grace? 

God offers the gift freely through the sacraments. Sanctifying 
grace is first received at baptism. When we repent and confess our 
sins we receive sanctifying grace again if we have lost it.  

How do I lose sanctifying grace? 

It is important to remember that sanctifying grace is received by 
saying òyesó to God. Whether it is in baptism with our parents 
acting on our behalf or when we go to confession and repent. 
Mortal sins which are acts of rebellion against God kill off our 
sanctifying grace. These are sins such as murder, abortion, 
viewing pornography intentionally, slander, unwillingness to 
forgive, failing to attend Mass for a poor reason, theft, and others. 
These are acts which a person must go against what they know is 
right to perform. They are a rejection of God and kill off 
sanctifying grace. 

I thought Jesus died for us and all we need to do is believe! 

Jesus says òNot everyone who says to me ôLord, Lordõ will 
enter into heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 
Father.ó James tell us òYou see that a person is considered 
righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.ó These 
works are not good deeds but doing the will of the Father, which 
is to be baptized and to repent of our sins. Peter says òRepent 
and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.ó  

But I was baptized, does the Bible say I can lose my 
salvation? 

See the Scripture of the week to read Jamesõs words on how sin 

leads to death. Jesus mentions one sin which is unforgivable, 

namely blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Jesus does not say 

anyone who is baptized cannot commit this sin. Now what is 

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? It is rejecting the gift of 

salvation by refusing to repent and turn to God. St. Paul believed 

he could lose his salvation. He wrote òNo, I strike a blow to my 

body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to 

others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.ó 
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SATURDAY  VIGIL  MASS 
4:00PM ENGLISH 

 
SUNDAY  MASSES 

8:30AM ARABIC/  

  10:00AM ENGLISH 
  11:30AM MORNING PRAYER 
  12:00PM CHALDEAN /  

  7:00PM ENGLISH 
 

DAILY /W EEKDAY  MASSES 
    8:00AM  ENGLISH @ ECRC 
   9:30AM MORNING PRAYER 

  10:00AM CHALDEAN /  

   
WEDNESDAY  

 5:00PM  ADORATION  
     6:00PM      ENGLISH MASS 

  7:00PM  BIBLE STUDY 
 

CONFESSION  
  5-7PM   WEDNESDAY  

  6-7PM   SUNDAY  
  OR BY APPOINTMENT  
 
Anointing/Sick Visits:  Please call the office. 
Baptisms:   Please call a few weeks in advance.  
           Held the 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Weddings:  Please schedule six months in advance. 

L ITURGICAL  SCHEDULE  

PARISH SCHEDULE  

SCRIPTURE  OF THE  WEEK 

 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; 

for there is no authority except from God, and those 

authorities that exist have been instituted by God. 

Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For 

rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you 

wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do what is 

good, and you will receive its approval; for it is Godõs 

servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you 

should be afraid, for the authority[ does not bear the sword 

in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the 

wrongdoer.        Romans 13:1-5 

PRAYER OF THE  WEEK 

In the name of Jesus, I take authority and I bind all powers 

and forces in the air, in the ground, in the water, in the 

underground, in the netherworld, in nature, and in 

fire.  You are the Lord over the entire universe, and I give 

You the Glory of Your creation.  In Your Name, Jesus, I 

bind all demonic forces that have come against us and our 

families and I seal all of us in the protection of Your 

Precious Blood that was shed for us on the Cross.   

FINANCIAL  STATUS 

 

 Weekly Goal:   $6,000 

 Weekly Coll.:  $4,794 

 Over/(Under)   ($1,206) 
 *Sign up for weekly giving at  
 Ourla dyofChaldeans.com 
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I. AUTHORITY  
1897 "Human society can be neither well-ordered nor 
prosperous unless it has some people invested with 
legitimate authority to preserve its institutions and to devote 
themselves as far as is necessary to work and care for the 
good of all." 
By "authority" one means the quality by virtue of which 
persons or institutions make laws and give orders to men 
and expect obedience from them. 
1898 Every human community needs an authority to govern 
it. The foundation of such authority lies in human nature. It 
is necessary for the unity of the state. Its role is to ensure as 
far as possible the common good of the society. 
1899 The authority required by the moral order derives 
from God: "Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore he 
who resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, 
and those who resist will incur judgment." 
1900 The duty of obedience requires all to give due honor 
to authority and to treat those who are charged to exercise it 
with respect, and, insofar as it is deserved, with gratitude 
and good-will. 
1901 If authority belongs to the order established by God, 
"the choice of the political regime and the appointment of 
rulers are left to the free decision of the citizens." 
The diversity of political regimes is morally acceptable, 
provided they serve the legitimate good of the communities 
that adopt them. Regimes whose nature is contrary to the 
natural law, to the public order, and to the fundamental 
rights of persons cannot achieve the common good of the 
nations on which they have been imposed. 
1902 Authority does not derive its moral legitimacy from 
itself. It must not behave in a despotic manner, but must act 
for the common good as a "moral force based on freedom 
and a sense of responsibility": 

A human law has the character of law to the extent 
that it accords with right reason, and thus derives 
from the eternal law. Insofar as it falls short of right 
reason it is said to be an unjust law, and thus has not 
so much the nature of law as of a kind of violence. 

1903 Authority is exercised legitimately only when it seeks 
the common good of the group concerned and if it employs 
morally licit means to attain it. If rulers were to enact unjust 
laws or take measures contrary to the moral order, such 
arrangements would not be binding in conscience. In such a 
case, "authority breaks down completely and results in 
shameful abuse." 
1904 "It is preferable that each power be balanced by other 

powers and by other spheres 
of responsibility which keep it 
within proper bounds. This is 
the principle of the 'rule of 
law,' in which the law is 
sovereign and not the arbitrary 
will of men." 
III. RESPONSIBILITY 
AND PARTICIPATION  
1913 "Participation" is the 
voluntary and generous 
engagement of a person in 
social interchange. It is 
necessary that all participate, 
each according to his position 
and role, in promoting the 
common good. This obligation is inherent in the dignity of 
the human person. 
1914 Participation is achieved first of all by taking charge of 
the areas for which one assumes personal responsibility: by the 
care taken for the education of his family, by conscientious 
work, and so forth, man participates in the good of others 
and of society. 
1915 As far as possible citizens should take an active part 
in public life. The manner of this participation may vary from 
one country or culture to another. "One must pay tribute to 
those nations whose systems permit the largest possible 
number of the citizens to take part in public life in a climate 
of genuine freedom." 
1916 As with any ethical obligation, the participation of all 
in realizing the common good calls for a continually 
renewed conversion of the social partners. Fraud and other 
subterfuges, by which some people evade the constraints of 
the law and the prescriptions of societal obligation, must be 
firmly condemned because they are incompatible with the 
requirements of justice. Much care should be taken to 
promote institutions that improve the conditions of human 
life. 
1917 It is incumbent on those who exercise authority to 
strengthen the values that inspire the confidence of the 
members of the group and encourage them to put 
themselves at the service of others. Participation begins 
with education and culture. "One is entitled to think that 
the future of humanity is in the hands of those who are 
capable of providing the generations to come with reasons 
for life and optimism." 
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